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INTRODUCTION.

T 39
Chanakya Safiasa. A

Chanakya Sahasa or the * Advemtures of Chanakya®
is a historical novel, the original of which is written in Sanskrit.

¥rom a Canarese version of the original, the auslior, [ vi lerstand,

hag written this, in an eéasy and flowing Tamil.
Chanakya.

Chanakya whose other name is Vishnugupta, was the
son of Chanaka, a Brahman belonging to the Bhrigu race. This
race whose antiquity can be traced to Rig Vedic period, though
a Brahman race in origis, had in them the martial element of
he Kshatriyas. In this race was born that famous Yarasu-
rama who is said to have avenged the death of his ancestor by
extirpation of the Kshatriya race for twenty onc generations, and
who, at last, vanquished by Rama, son of Dasaratha, went into
the south, and founded an Aryan colony in the Malabar c¢oast
Whatever may be the historicity of these episodes, ore thing
seems to be cerbain,—that though the Dhrigu race is a race of
Brahmins they had in them the spirit of the Kshatriyas. Our
Chanakya elaims to belong to that illustrious race.

Chanakya who is the hero of this novel, was a
Brahmin writer on politics and hig'name is still memorable in
connection with the authorship of a political work nanred
% Chanakya Tantra .

According to the tradition current in South Incia,
Chanakya is said to have belonged to choliya sub-caste who

generally wear their tuft of hair on the front part of their
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*heads. There is 2 Tamil proverb « Ceryluwsr @8 Fdor Buwr’™
which means that even the tuft of a choliya will not shake
without any wvurpose. This veminds us of the incident in
“this story itself, where Chanakya, when insulted by the nine
‘Nandag untied his hair, witha vow never to tie it again, unless
and until he successfully annihilated the Nandas.

Magadha

Magadha is the ancient name of the province comprising
the modern Bihar, whose capital was Pushpapuri or Patalipura
modern Patna) at the junction of the rivers the Sone and the
Ganges. The ancient citv is buried beneath the earth. The
ancient splendour of the city has very well been described in the
Puaranas and also by the contemporary Greek writers, as Megas-
$henes, who was the ambassador of Selucas at the court of
‘Chandragupta.

Chandragupta.

The age of Chandragupta is the sheet anchor of the
‘undian chronology "—2Maz Muller.

Jarasandha, was the ruler of Magadha and contemporary of
‘Udhishtira and according to Mahabharatha, he was vanquished
in a duel by Bhima. After him various dynasties of Kshat-
riyas ruled over Magadha for a period of about 1500 years.
Sarcarthasiddhi was the last of the Kshatriyas. Hé had two
wives, Sunanda the Pattamahishe, and Mura a Bhoga-sthri of a
Jower caste. The nine Nandas were descendants of the
Pattamahishi and Mura’s grandsons were Chandragupta and
his ninety-nine brothers. “Jealousy is the green-eyed
monster.” The Nandas who felt the growing power and influence
of the Mauryas became afraid of their own position. The
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result vas: that all Mauriyas were confined’ in an under~«
ground ccll and all of them except Chandragupta were starved t0
death by the stratagem of the jealows Nandas. Chandragupta-
who- survived them ally took a vow to avenge his brother’s
death, by the extirpation of the Nandas.

Chanakya’s feclings, also were similarly wouaded by the.

haughty Nandas and he also took a.similar vow.

Just as the wind helps the fire, thesc two aggrieved persons.

conspired together to overthrow the Nandas.
Rakshasa,

At that time Rakshasa (alias Tndusarma) also a Btahman
was the Prime Minister of tho Nandas. Rakshasn, often used to
advise the Nandas and was preventing them from vices. Yet
who can stern the tide of time / In spite of his repeated advice
the Nandas paved their own way of destruction. Just as
Bhishma was the adviscr and fightcr on the side of Duryodana,,
Rakshasa was too loyal to forsuke them.in times of.adversity.
His superior wisdom.and poelitical stratagems were sccond only
to those of Chanakya. The details of plots and counterplots.
are very interesting and are to befoundin the story itself. In:
the end the Nandas were annihilated and Chandragupta ascondeds
the throne of Magadha.

The Date of the Stonry:

The age of our story is to be fixed by some references in the-
Puranas, and by the reference to the incidents connected with.
the invasion of Alexander the Great who invaded India, about.
328. B.c. Hp hemd aboat Chandragupts ruling over the-
Prachyas or the Eusterns.. 1t i3 also. said that he ‘even et hin
in a bavtle. :
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Whether €handragupts ascended the throne before or after
Alexander’s invasion, on this point scholars do not agree. How~
ever it can be tolerably fixed between 330 B. c. and 320 B. c.

Politics and Morality.

« All is fair in love and war.”What is considered hypocrisy i
the lowest classes of the society, is called Policy inthe middle
class, and Diplomacy and Srestemanship in the political arenas
Since our characters belong to this highest circle where by the
Law of struggle and Survival of the fittest ‘Might is Right’
we cannot judge their actions by common standard of morality.
The whole story is full of details describing the rivalries of the
two scheming heads, in their attempt to outwit each other.
In the end Chanakya succeeds. Chanakya can very well be
described as the ancient “ Machiavelli” of India, in whom the.
end justifies the means.

This Story is a new departure in Tamil Novel writing. The
plot is a historical one. The language is easy and beautiful..
In fact it can be said that this is a valuable addition to our
Tamil literature. The present work is only the first half of the
whole story. This work begins with the vow of Chanakya and ends
with the annihilation of the Nandas, and accession of Chandra-~
gupta to the throne of Magadha.The second portion will dcalwith
the machinations of Chanakya, whereby he wins over Rakhshasa
to Chandragupta’s side by ‘exacting a promise by a series of
stratagems. This latter portion of the story is dramatised in,
Sanskrit by Visakhadatha in his MudraRakshasa. It is under-
stood, that this author has® rendered it also in Tamil ard
I have no hesitation to say that our public will heartily
welcome it.

MADURA. \

R. S. NARAYANASWAMT ATIYAR, B-A, By
20—4~-1914. |
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OPINIONS.

A work of this description ought to be hailed with de-
light by readers of Tamil fiction. The clearness of style,
the ease and directness with which the story is told, the
beautiful manner in which Sanskrit words and phrases are
interwoven with Tamil and, above all, the masterly way in
which the division into chapters is effected and named—
all make the authoress eminently fitted to write a work of this
kind and contribute, in no small degree, to the unqualified
success which the work is bound to achieve both in the
scholarly as well as in the ordinary Tamil-speaking world.
Moreover, the apt descriptions of persons and the graphic
paintings of landscapes, here and there, as occasion demands
complete the qualifications of the authoress to write a masterly
epic, in prose, on the lines of the Sanskrit School. The
fertility of the authoress’s style lends itself naturally to the
fertility of Chanakya’s political intrigues, the simplicity to
the goodness of Rakshasa and the agreeable variety to the
interesting complexity of the whole plot. Such an attempt
to popularize sanskrit culture in our country is praise-
worthy.

8. NARAYANAN BA, L.T,
Asst. Mathematics Lecturer,

Madura College.
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