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ENGLISH PREFACE

“The Caiva Siddhantha system is the most
elaborate, influential, and undoubtedly the most
intrinsically valuable of all the religions of
India. It is peculiarly the South.Indian, and
Tamil religion. * * * Caivism is the old pre-
historic religion of South India, essentially
existing from Pre.Aryan times, and holds sway
over the hearts of the Tamil people

:—Dr. G. U. Pope in his English translation of the
- sacred Tamil lyrics, the Thiruvachakam of the great Saiva
Saint Manickavachakar, p. Ixxiv.

The above extract expresses the just estimate arrived
at by that Great Christian missionary and profound Tamil
scholar Dr. G. U. Pope as regards the intrinsic merit and
high antiquity of the Saiva Siddhanta the religion and
philosopby of the Tamil people. Most of his active period
of life Dr. Pope spent in the heart of the Tamil country
moving intimately with all classes of the Tamil people and
learnting at first-hand notonly their beliefs, customs and
manhers but also their ancient classics such as Thiruk..
kural, Purananooru, Silappathikaram, Manimekalai,
Palamoli, Naladiyar, Periapuranam, Sivajnanabodham,
and others. His erudition in Tamil was equal to, and in.
some respects even exceeded, the erudition of great native.
scholars. So his impartial estimate of the Saiva.
Siddhanta, coming as it does from a great western scholar
who combined in himself the culture of both west and east,
might, by being prefixed to this English Preface of the



2 ENGLISH PREFACE

following work of mine on Saivism, serve well to impress
its value and importance on the minds of those learned
Indians and Europeans to whom it is a sealed book. For
the modern philosophic and religious thought in the east
and the west is so strongly coloured either by the atheistic
system of the Buddhists or by the pantheistic system of
Sankara and his cult, except where .the most wholesome
teachings of Professor William James have pervaded, that
almost all lines of inquiry either into the realm of matter
or into the realm of spirit, might be said, without exagger-
ation, to end themselves either in a materialistic monism
or in an idealistic monism; that is to say, they affirm
simply that in the end (the end of what is not clear from
‘what they affirm) there exists nothing but what appears
to be a form of energy whether you call it matter or
spirit. ‘

In whatever way this kind of monism so stubbornly
held in the teeth of all human experince, may seem to
satisfy certain ‘tough-minded” people, certain it is that
it cannot satisfy the cravings of the ¢ tender-minded”
people, as the two types, namely the monists and the
pluralists, have been so pertinently called by Prof. James.
We who live in the world of both mind and matter, we
who acquire all our knowledge and experience by our
contact with so many intelligent beings higher and lower,
with so many products of matter which minister unto our
-wants, cannot rest content with such a nameless and
formless and therefore such an incomprehensible monism,
but need a system which would meet our wishes and
.aspirations in entire harmony with our past and present
-experiences.

While our worldly experience is thus manysided, it
shas yet a unity that underlies all its variety. - In the
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words of James, ‘““It is both ‘oné and many, ** and therefore:
“ let us adopt a sort of pluralistic monism.’’* Now the:
Saiva Siddhanta furnishes us with such a pluralistic.
monism as is evident from the following quotation taken :
from one of the fourteen authoritative works. in Tamil ;

-which treat of the Saiva Siddhanta system. Accordmg to-
ithis system,.

““ There are six, entities which have no beginning.’

The first of these ‘is the Lord (Pathi) Who is One.
' The second is the aggregate of all Souls (Pacu) with’
their undeveloped potentialities of thought and act,
interpenetrated by a divine but hidden influnce. The
third is the impurity of Anavam wearing the form of
darkness. The fourth is twofold deeds (Vinai). The
fifth and sixth are the two kinds of Mayali, the pure

and impure the substratum and material of the phc-‘
nomenal universe. *’t

In the following work which comprises nine of my
‘Tamil lectures delivered at different places and on different
.occasions, I have given to the best of my ability a clear
and rational exposition of the views of the Saiva.
‘Siddhanta relating to the six entities enumerated above,
For the guidance of English-knowing readers I will give

- here a succinct explanation of the six categories.

Saivism is strictly a monotheistic religion holding .
that only as God which is truth, intelligence, and bliss, -
-which is above births and deaths, which is all love and
grace towards all individual souls, which is distinct from-
‘both matter and finite selves and yet dwells within them

* Pragmatism, p, 13 T Taken from Dr. G. U. Pope’s trans-'

fation of the Thiruvarutpayan; see his Translation of the Thiru-
-vachakam, p, i,
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and withouit and, is ever active in bringing the souls out of
darkness “and’setting them in its light and beatitude. It
calls God by the name of Sivam, simply because this term:
specifies the essential quality of God which is pure love,
pure bliss. In later times many more gods such as
Subramanya, Ganesa, Veerabhadra and others were
adopted into its fold but none of the founders of the Saiva.
religion held any one as God except Siva. In the ten
collections of the sacred hymns or Thirumurai sung by St.
Thirujnanasambandha, St Appar, St. Sundarar, St.
Manickavachakar and others, there is not a single hymn
sung in praise of any god other than Siva.
And in each and every temple of Siva his only true
emblem the Sivalinga is set up in the central shrine as
the pre-eminent object of first worship, while the images of
all other gods are quartered around the central sanctuary
and offered only subordinate places and ordinary worship..
Thus you find that not only do the ancient sacred litera-
ture of Saivism but the very construction of its temples.
and the pre-eminent form of worship daily offered in them
to Siva also bear indisputable testimony to the monothei-
stic character of the Saiva religion.

According to Saivism God is as remote and transcen-
dent as he is near and personal. Though his nature is.
one, it appears to be twofold to the finite conception of
the individual minds, just as the sun which appears to our
naked eyes like a small bright disc, is, in reality, immense
in its size and thus seems to present two aspects to our
perception and conception. As has been so well pointed.
out by Prof. James in the lecture on Philosophy in his.
epochmaking work : . “The Varieties of Religious Experi--
énce,”” ‘‘that the transcendentalist reasonings fail to-
make religion universal,” this incomprehensible and.
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inconceivable aspect of God can never appeal to a devout
mind that is thirsting after to obtain at least a glimpse of
‘his presence and personality. In so far as God is will,
intelligence and freedom, he cannot be an unfeeling,
unintelligent and impersonal existence. Nowhere is the
personal aspect of God which is in vital relation with all
living beings is so strongly emphasized as in Saivism.
Sinrce he is in and near every vital being and is helping
them all to develop their faculties of thought and feeling,
life is held in it so sacred that taking it away from a man
-or a beast is looked upon by it as an unpardonable and
sacrilegious crime. Hence the very word Saivism has come
to be applied to a vegetarian mode of living also.

Now, it is this hankering of the human mind after the
living personal relation of God to itself that has prompted
it to feel deeply the need of setting up a physical image
before its outer eyes as a means of setting up a correspond-
ing mental image before its inner eyes. For all our
knowledge of anything consists in bringing into our mind
a mental image corresponding to that particular physical
thing and storing it up permanently in our memory for
after use. Blot that image out of your mind or forget it
altogether and you thereby lose the knowledge of it also
once for all. In fact, a man of vast knowledge is
ditinguished from another man of small knowledge only
by his power of forming in his - mind as well as of fixing
on his memory myriads of distinct mental images corres-
ponding exactly to the forms of physical objects which
he was observing attentively and nothing carefully. . This
psychological law pertaining to the formation and develop-
ment of the human mind must disclose to us the necessny
of keeping before our eyes an image made of clay or
wood, stone or any mineral matter for the sake of raising
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up in'our mind a clear image of God corresponding to it.
For, is it not utterly impossible for us to conceive of an
object that we have not previously seen or heard, touched
or smelled or tasted? It is the deep-felt longing of the
human mind for a concrete thing to meditate upon that
has brought into existence a multitude of temples not only
in the Tamil country where its number is comparatively
very large but also in other ancient civilized countries such
as Egypt, Babylonia, Chaldea in the west, and Mexico and
Peru in the east. We cannot close this part of our subject
relating to idol-worship better than in the words of Dr.
Edward Caird taken.from his masterly treatment of “The
Evolution of Religion. >’ His words run as follows:-

“To represent God as a mere object is, as we have
seen, to express the divine in an inadequate form, in a
form that, at least, cannot be made fully adequate to-
the idea; for the principle of unity in all objects and
subjects cannot be properly represented as one object
among others. But, at the same time, it is also true that
in some sense the whole is involved in every part of the
universe, and therefore any part of it may for a time be
taken as a type of the whole. * * * When the spiritual
cannot yet be separated from the natural, it is of the high.
est importance that the natural object which represents the
spiritual should be, as it were, transfigured by the imagin-
ation, so that it may, so far as possible, symbolically take:
the place of the spiritual. ”°*

Viewed in this light how significant is the worship-
paid to Sivalinga in the great temples that burst so
magnificently on the sight of the travellers all over the
south of India, must become apparent to all who have a

5 -# Dr. E. Caird’s “The E‘V(_)lpti()'l_]._of_- Religion,” vol, 1. p, 227,
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rightthinking mind. I cannot pursue the treatment of
this topic farther in a short preface like this. For a
detaibd explanation of the origin and .meaning of the
Sivalisga-worship the reader is referred to my Tamil
lectures on “ The Image-worship ” and * Sivalinga” and to
my English lecture on “The Conception of God as
Rudra.” .

Now, as to the second entity of the Saiva Siddhanta :
‘““The axgregate of all Souls.” From the tiniest and the
most sinole unicellular organism called protoplasm to the
highest aid the most complex organism called man there
exist fron all eternity countless individual souls each
having a dstinct character of its own and each undergoing
different dgrees of development in accordance with its
nature, capzity and effort. All these souls are not the
principles crated out of nothing according to some relig-
ions, nor ar they the splintered pieces of God itself
according to ome other religions, nor do they constitute
so many evolve centres of unintelligent matter according
to some materia sciences, nor could they be pure fictions
imagined in the afinite absolute according to some rank
idealism. On the \ther hand they are as eternal as God
and not even a $gle soul could, by any known or
unknown power Or \rocess, be reduced into nothing nor
could any one of thet.be transmuted into any other of the:
group. According t0 \¢ Saiva Siddhanta, and “the plu-
ralistic, as accordingto the Leibnizian view, * says.
Dr. James Ward in his twackable Gi fford Lectures, ‘all
the individuals there are qyve existed from the first and

will cqntin}le to ?XiSt definitely.”« And the same:
authority, like the Siddhant:po1ds tenaciously to the view
that “individuals who have 1 ‘doubles,” whose like all in

* The Realm of Ends. p. 204.
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.all we never ' shall meet again,”* In upholding the eternal
reality of individual souls Dr.F.C.S. Schiller has said
.even more emphatically as follows :

 «The ultimate self-existence of spirits, the dostrine
that existences are many, spirits uncreated, uncausec, that
are and ever have been and can never cezse to
be, is the only metaphysical ground for assertiig the
immortality of the individual. And this metajhysical
ground we have secured by the preference given ® Plura-

lism over Monism.”’t

Now, as regards the third principle the inpure and
dark Anavam, what the Saiva Siddhanta saysis in the
words of Dr. F.C.S.Schiller this: “Evil was jotentially
existent in the world” and ‘“the world vas created
in order to remedy this pre-existent ans precosmic
defect.”t If all had been perfect eternally like God,
creation is unnecessary, and it may even b mischievous,
like the mischievous actions of some wild 0ys who take
pleasure in throwing stones on innocent asmals and even
.on grown-up persons. But such does not sem to be the case
since all souls have defects in various grdes and degrees
‘which with the help of creation they st:ve and struggle to
remove. This supreme purpose of cration cannot be in
the least understood, unless you recgnize the potentia]
.existence of the evil principle called \n@vam in the Saiva
Siddhanta. Of this evil principle Pf- Henry Drummond
the great scientist and theologian <ites:

~“There is a natural princip 10 man lowering him,
.deadening him, pulling him d#D by inches to the mere

- * The Realm of Ends, p. 18.
¥ R .ddles of the Sphinx, 2nd itioa. p. 403.
1 Ibid. p. 434.
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animal plane, blinding reason, searmg conscience, paralys—
ing will.” *

So far as my knowledge of various religions and
various systems of philosophy goes, I venture to say
that I have not come across any other religion or
philosophy in which this root-cause of creation, the
pre-existence of the evil principle is recognized and
explicitly mentioned as in the system of Saiva Siddhanta.
Of course, there isa hint of it in the first chapter of the
Book of Genesis in the Old Testament as has been so
penetratingly pointed out by Dr. F.C.S. Schiller, but it
has unfortunately escaped the notice of almost all com-
mentators on the book.

Now, let us turn to the fourth category; the twofold
deeds good and bad. Every life from amoeba upwards
is endowed with intelligence and this enables all organisms
from the lowest to the highest to respond to the impressions
proceeding from surrounding objects and perform certain
functions either in opposition to, or in concurrence with,
those impressions. In answering thus to outside calls the
lower organisms learn to repeat what is favourable 'at first
to the maintenance of their own life and afterwards to the
maintenance of the life of their own offspring. The first act
of every living being meets with great resistance offered by
both the inside and outside things, that is, by its own body
and by the things external to it. All the products of
matter do not yield readily to the will of an intelligent
being, unless it exercises its intelligence constantly and
devises newer and newer means to bend them to its will.
In this way it learns that not one act but many acts of
which the every succeeding one is more intelligently per-

* Natural Law in the Spiritual World, cheap ed., p. 29.
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formed than the preceding one, are necessary for achieving
the conquest over matter.

It is such repeated actions of living beings that are
collectively called Karmas or Vinai in Saivism; or in the
language of psychology habits. As we observe the infinite
grades of lives, and the infinite degrees of intelligence, we
are led to believe that no man who gains an insight into the
nature and evolution of individual souls can at a bound
conclude that the life of a soul can become perfect in a
single birth when even the duration of which varies infinitely
from a moment to an age.

Further, the acticns of living beings acquire moral
value only after they ascend to human existence in the
scale of life. Therefore it seems most unreasonable to
assert that the lower lives will become extinct after they
have passed through a single existence and before they
have reached the higher stages at which their actions
acquire moral worth. Even after reaching the human stage
souls do differ so widely among themselves in the amount
of intelligence they exhibit that, here too, perfection is not
attainable by all in a single birth. And so before attaining
to the stage of perfection, it is reasonable to hold with the
Saiva Siddhanta that all souls must accumulate habits after
habits only by passing through myriads of bodily existen—
ces in this world and in others that are distant from ours.
As has been put by Dr. James Ward, “At any rate ‘metem-
psychosis’ in some form seems an unavoidable corollary of
thorough-going pampsychism, so long as we look broadly
at the facts of life as a whole.””*

. Come we now finally to the fifth and the sixth cate-
gories, the pure and the impure Mayai. Modern science

* The _Re_alm_of Ends, p. 213.
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has discovered that the world of our experience is ulti-
mately resolvable into protons and electrons. The impure-
Mayai is the direct material cause of the universe, while the:
pure: the protons and electrons, constitutes only indirectly
so. The reason for this twofold classification of Mayai is-
this. The souls buried, as it were, in coarse and foul
impurities require equally coarse substances to be cleansed
of their impurities ; whereas the highly developed souls
rising above the filth require only the help of finer substan--
ces to raise them still higher. For we see plainly before
our eyes the mental powers of individual souls devoloping
in different degrees in different souls without any limit
being set to them. In proportion to the mental develop-
ment of souls, matter which serves as its vehicle also
becomes rarified in different degrees. In the words of
Dr. Schiller, “The spiritualization of Matter is displayed
also in its relations to spiritual beings. As in the course of
evolution these become more harmonized with the Divine:
Will, Matter the expression of that Will, becomes more and
more harmonized with the desires of spiritual beings.”*
I need then hardly say that the doctrine of Mayai as

held by Saivism is in entire harmony with the discoveries-
of modern science.

To all those who seek after an exact knowledge of
these six eternal verities, it must be very gratifying to note
as above that the recent developments of western philo--
sophy and physical science go every inch to prove the truth
and value of all the fundamental doctrines only of the Saiva.
Siddhanta and not of any other religion or philosophy.

* Riddlcs of the Sphinx, p, 298,
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