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PREFACE

s

From among the many manuscripts which
still lie unearthed in the shelves of the Sarasvati
Mahal Library Thanjavar, we are offering some
stray verses to the studentsand scholars of Tamil
through this volume. Apart from the coherent and
sustained poetical compositions, the great poets of
the past gave utterance to a number of incdeintal
and occasional stanzas of which some have a great
beauty of general thoughts in their isolation. This
is because they did not write poetry, but they
spoke poetry and breathed poetry. Poetry to them,
was not an avocation or a pastime, but a way of
living. They ¢‘lisped in numbers and numbers
came.” The T. M. S. S. M. Library has among its
codices a considerable collection of such poems
which are known as Thanippadal. An anthology
of 216 such stanzas, which have not been brought
vo light before, were selected and published by
the Library as the first part of Thanippadal Thirattu
in the year 1967. It isnow followed up with the
second part, which, we hope, would be received
with appreciation and delight by the public. In
order to make it useful to the lay, as well as to the
scholarly reader, a simple prose rendering with brief
contextual references, wherever available, has been
added, as in the previous part, by our learned and
experienced editor.
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The Administrative Committee is thankful to
Pulavar S. Balasundaranar for his having edited
the work in such a useful and scholarly manner,
adding his lucid prose rendering to the verses.

Our thanks are due to the Curator, Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras for his kind
loan of the transcribed copy of the manuscript
of the Thanippadal collection in his library znd for
having permitted us to select from it some verses
which were not found in our collection.

We wish to record here what is always present
in our mind, namely our gratitude to the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu for their munificent recurring
grant for the publications of the Library, but for
which such publications would have to remain as a
mere wishful thinking. It is our fervent hope that
we may widen our publication activities in the
future, with the greater encouragement and aid of
the Government and with the fuller appreciation
and co-operation of scholars.

Thanjavar, N. Kandaswamy.
27—11-69. Honorary Secretary.
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