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INTRODUCTION

The Government of Madras took up for
‘consideration the question of publication of the
various manauscripts in different languages on
subjects like Philosophy, Medicine, Science, etc., early
in May 1948. Important. Manuscripts libraries in the
Madras Presidency were requested to send a list of
unpublished manuscripts with them for favour of
being considered by the Government for publication.
The Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja
Serfoji's Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone
complied with this request. This list as well as a
similar list of unpublished manuscripts in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, _
were carefully examined and a tentative selection of
manuscripts suitable for publication was made. The
Government in their Memorandum No. 34913/48-101
Education, dated 4-4-1949, constituted an Expert
Committee with the Curator of the Government Orien-
tal Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the Secretary,
for the' final selection of manuscripts suitable for
printing and for estimating the cost of publication.

" The following are the members of the Committee:—

1. 8ri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A., B.L.,
2. ,, R.P.Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.,

8. ,, 0. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A., B.L.,
4. ,, R.Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki)

5. Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., Ph.D.,

6. Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M.A, L.T.,

7. 5 V.Prabhakara Sastri.

8. ,, N.Venkata Rao. M. A.,

9. ,, H. Sesha Ayyangar.
10.. ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayyangar, M.A..
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11. Sri M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A., L.T.,

12. Dr.C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., Ph.D.,

13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D. Phil.,

14. ,, A. Sankaran, M.A., Ph.D,, L.T,,

15. Sri P.S. Rama Sastri, '

16. ,, S. K. Ramanatha Sastri, .

17. Dr.M. Abdul Haq, M,A., D.Phil. (Oxon),
18. Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed,
19. Sri P. D. Joshi,

20. ,, S. Gopalan, B.A., B.L.,

21. ,, T.Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T.,

With the exception of Sri Masthi Venkatesa
Iyengar, and Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, the above members
continued to be members of the Expert Committee for
1950-51 also to which the following gentlemen were
included in Govt. Memo. No. 7297-E/50—3, Edn.,
D/-19-5-"50 and Govt. Memo. No. 15875-E/50-4, Edn.,
d/7-9-°50.

1. Dr. A. Chidambaranatha Chettiar, M.A., Ph.D.,
2. Sri S. Govindarajulu, B.A., B.L., LL.B.,
Bar-at-law.
3. Capt. G. Srinivasamoorthy, B.A., B.L., *
M.B., & C.M.
4. Dr. Muhammad Hussain Nainar, M.A., Ph.D.,
Sri T. V. Subba Rao, B A., B.L.,

6. Principal, College of Indian Medicine, Madras.

o

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-
Committees for the various languages, Sanskrit,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Mahrathi and
Islamic Languages. They met during the month of
May, 1949, at Madras and Tanjord to examine the
manuscripts and make a selection. The resommenda-
tions of the Committee were accepted by the Govern-
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ment and they decided to call these publications as the
“ MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES,”
and appointed the Curator, Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the General Editor
of the publications.

The following manuscripts were taken up for
publication during 1949-50.

“ A" FROM THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL
MANUSCRIPTS LIBRARY, MADRAS.

TAMIL

Kappal Sattiram.
Anubhava Vaidya Murai
Attanakslahalam '
Upadssa Kandam

Cslan Purva Pattayam
Konga Desa Rajakkal
Sivajfiana Dipam

R

TELUGU

Ausadha Ysgamulu
Vaidya Nighantu
Dhanurvidya Vilasamu
Yoga DarSana Visayamu
Khadga Laksana Siromani

T 0O 2O

SANSKRIT

Visanarayaniyam

Bhargava Nadika
Hariharacaturangam :
Brahmasutravrtti—Mitaksara
Nyayasiddhanta Tattvamrtam

U 99 99 1
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MALAYALAM
Garbha Cikitsa

2. a. Vastulaksanam
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b. Silpavigsayam.

Mahasaram

Kanakkusaram

Kriyakramam '
Kanakkusaram-Balaprabsdham.

KANNADA

Lokopakara

Ratfamata

Asvadastram

Vividha Vaidya Visayagalu
Sangitaratnakara
Stupaéastra.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES

Jamil-Al- Ashya
Tibb-E-Faridi
Tahqig-Al-Buhran
Safinat-Al-Najat

“B'" FROM THE TANJORE MAHARAJA SERFOJI'S

ok ok ol ol

SARASVATHI MAHAL LIBRARY, TANJORE

TAMIL
Sarabh®ndravaidya Murai (Diabetics)
Do (Eyes)
- Agastiyar 200 Sl

Konkanar§arakku Vaippu
Tiruchirrambalakkovaiyar with Padavurai
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11.
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Kalacakram

Talasamudram

‘Bharatanatyam ,
Pandikeli Vilasam Natakam
Pururava Cakravarti Natakam
Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam

Percy Macqueen’s Collection in the Madras

University Library on Folklore.
Ramaiyan Ammanai

Tamil Patalkal including Patfinattar Venba

and Vannankal

TELUGU

Kamandakanitisaramu

, Taladadapranapradipika

o

Raghunatha Nayaka Abhyudayamu
Rajagopala Vilasamu
Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju

MAHRATHI

Natyasastra Sangraha

. Book of Knowledge

Folk Songs.
Dara Darun Veni Paddhati
Agvasa Catula Dumani

. Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha

Sarabhendra Thirthavali
Lavani

Devendra Kuravaifiji
Bhakta Vilasa

Sloka Baddha Ramayana

i1
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vi
SANSKRIT

Asdvasastra with Tricolour Illustrations
Rajamrganka

Cikitsamrtasagara
Ayurvedamahodadhi

Gita Govinda Abhinaya

. Colacampt

Sahendra Vilasa

Dharmakutam - Sundara Kanda
Jatakasara :
Visnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya
Sangita Darpana

Bijapallava

During 1950, only the Sub—Committees for
TAMIL, TELUGU and KANNADA met in the month
of July 1950 at Madras.

The following books were taken up for p\.ublica-
tion in the various languages in 1950-51.

o

TAMIL
Datcanayanar-Vaidya-

Attavanai. ... Medicine.
Vaiddiyak Kalaficiyam s »
Anubhavavaidyam. V. 3 ==

TELUGU
Saivacarasangrahamu. ...  Philosphy.
Anubhava Vaidyamu. ... Medicine
Abhinayadarpanamu. ... Dance.

SANSKRIT
Arogyacintamani. ... Medicine.
Tatvasara with

Ratnasarini. Philosophy.

Sutrarthamrta Lahari. e 8
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MALAYALAM

Aé‘va.cikitsa. ... Medicine.
~ 2. Phalasarasamuccaya. ... Astrology.
'KANNADA
1. Vaidya Sara Sangraha. ... Medicine.

It is hoped that the publication of most of the
important manuscripts will be completed within the
next four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication
are represented by single copies in the Library and
consequently the mistakes that are found in them could
not be corrected by comparing them with other copies.
The editors have, however, tried their best to suggest
correct readings. The wrong readings are given in
round brackets and correct readings have bean sugges-
ted in square brackets. When different readings are
found, they have been given in the foot-notes except
in the case of a few books, in which the correct read-
ings have been given in the foot-note or incorporated
in the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked
for financing the entire scheme of publication although
there is a drive for economy in all the departments.
My thanks are due to the members of the Expert
Committee who spared no pains in selecting the
manuscripts for publication. I have also to thank the
various editors, who are experts in their own field, for
readily consenting to edit the manusecripts and see
them through the press. The various presses that have
co-operated in printing the manuscripts in the best
manner possible also deserve my thanks for the
patience exhibited by them in carrying out the correc-
tions made in the proofs.
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The present work is based on a palm-leaf
manuscript with Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library described under D. No. 1975. The size of the
manuscript is 93 x 1 1/8 inches. The work contains
288 pages having 6 lines in a page,

This manuscript explains in prose and poetry, the
process of preparing certain medicinal oils, powders,
electuaries etc., and the diseases.

This work is also called ‘ Viévamitra Vakkiyam’

and'is probably based on a medical treatise attributed
to the sage Vidvamitra.

There is also another paper manuscript which was
restored in the year 1934-35 from the above said
manuscript. This manuscript is described under
R. No. 1048. The size of it is 11 x 9% inches. It
contains 186 pages having 20 lines in a page. ’

Reference is to be made to the good work done by
Sri V. R. Kalyanasundaram, Pandit, of this Library
for going through the press- copy, especlally the verses
and reading through the proof.

Government Oriental T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
.Ma.nnScrlpts } General Editor,
Library, Madras. Madras. Govt. Oriental Series,



PREFACE

———e

Of the various countries of the world, the Tamil
country is known to have existed long before any other
country was known. From its early days, men of
this land, were not only highly civilized but also well
advanced in all branches of Science and art, especially
in Chemistry and Medicine. These two were so
-advanced, not merely to convert base metals as Iron
etc., into a noble metals as Gold and keep the body
healthy to live long, but also to achieve a better object
than the worldly pleasure.

We hear now, from Modern Scientists, that to .
blow out one atom from Mercury results in trans-
formation of Gold and that its cost of blowing out an
atom from Mercury cost more than the Gold obtained
thereby.

Whereas we hear from our Siddhas of Tamil Nad
referring to the convertion of the base metals into
valuable metal (Gold). Please see—

“amss eImwGL) SATELD FTE)6T
wP g ursr wmesw g Guras
&P g5 Qur@s Gmamer Gu pEper
wis gt 19 maduler auns gy sTGer
— B wapar DG,

“The Iron that is black, and has been converted
into Gold can never change again into Iron. Likewise
a student who had the blessing of his Guru will never
be reborn.”
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“uflear@ou @ Lfg g @ gaverd
afans G QLrer auenawr g wrBurm
Gwuf A% g Gaeow Qaewrs
Gl Bisg Go $GwrGw "
—Bwepar BowsSri.
¢ All that have been touched by an alchemist are
converted into Gold ; so also anybody who has a touch

of Good Guru will be cleared of three Malas in him
and will attain the Sivagats (Mukti).”

“Qaisg ped oy Foamel s anss FBT &G G
Couss g of H pyaravreorid

“You can, with Mercufy convert all the five metals
into Gold; sell and eat and live thereby.”

“anflos Gy 10r Gure Couar PP G B
wr el FelwBuwir *’

“By Rasamani (Mercury Ball) and Mantiram you
can get all Siddbis.” '

“ Qe GafamaswrGa saGars Quesrih
QUFLLT BTG & O SDTLD QUTIISELD~—EFLoT
ey G gaflls 1y uiQe wjibiii Marrd
Waslior fesfl g @uomr yFulen ™

“You can live happily in this world even as an
Angel (Deva) in heaven, with a Rasakulikat, by con-
verting all the nine metals into Gold and can get
anything you want.”

This art and science of Tamils were recorded in
- those days either on stone or on palmyra leaves so
that the art and science of theirs might be of use to
- future generations. As time passed on, with natural
and political changes, many of the records have either
been washed away by Pralayams (floods) or destroyed
by insects orhave been knocked away by foreigners.
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What were left behind, though very few, have been
collected by Public bodies and some of them remain
scattered in the remots parts of Tamil Nad with
private individuals of the family who were practising
that profession of art or science.

The collections made of our old and valuable
literatures by the Public bodies of the Madras Oriental
Library and the Sarasvathi Mahal Library of Tanjore
are being now, periodically published by the impetus
and financial help given to them by the Government
of Madras.to whom South India will ever be indebted.

The other collections of intrensic value still remain
in the most remote parts of South, unseen and unheard
of. Mention is made in literatures available to us now,
about extracting of Sattu (essence) from Abrakam
(Mica) etc., synthetic drugs, chemical compounds as
Vaippu Sarakus etc.. (ol ersgser). But those
literatures have not still seen the press. If the Govern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts Library of Madras and the
Sarasvathi Mahal Library of Tanjore, are to g0 on
publishing the valuable collections of South Indian
Chemical] and Medical Science, they are sure to enrich
the South Indian Science and art. ‘

Our object in writing this preface is more to
enthuse the owners of the medical literature to have
them published by themselves or to have them
published by the Government Oriental Library or
other public bodies and thereby keep alive the science
of Siddhas.

Coming to this work Vaiddiya-k-kalaficiyam
(Sarakkuvaippu Maruntu Muraigal,) we can commend
to the public that this is one of the rare collections.
This book is in two parts though the total number of
pages is not more than one hundred. The first part
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deals with the.preparation of rare Arssnical com-
pounds, which are not available in the market and-
some metallic salts as Copper sulphate etc. The process
of manufacturing artificial pearl, coral, Gorocanais
Kasthuri (Musk), scented materials etc., is also des-
cribed in this book. '

In the second part of this work, there are small
and big prescriptions of value. The author of the work
whose name is not known, claims that many of those
prescriptions have been tried by him and found very
useful and he calls them Kaikandatu (mesmr_gi).

From the combination of drugs we can to acertain
extent assure the public that the contents of this work
are valuable collections of prescriptions to be tried.

We take this opportunity of requesting the Curator
of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library and
the Curator of Serfoji's Sarasvathi Mahal Library
of Tanjore to take special interest to search for
manuscripts on  Sarakku Vaippu, Panda Varppu
Maruntu Akarati, Nikandu, Nadi Nidanam and have
them published at an early date.

Madras, } C. N. KUPPUSWAMY.
31-1-1951. V. S. PARVATHL
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