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PREFACE

The three plays published in the following pages, entitled
“ MADANA SUNDARA PRASADA SANTANA VILASAM 7, “PANDIA-
'KELL VILASA NATARAM” and “ PUROORAVA NATARAM” belong
to a type of Tamil operas in vogue in the Tamil land about a
century ago. They appear to be modelled on the Telugu drama
called Yakshaganas, perfected under the Telugu Kings of Tanjore,
in the seventeenth century. They were popular plays enacted in
the court and in villages under the direction of hereditary teachers
and even today they linger here and there, like the Yakshaganas.

8ri K. V. Jagannathan, the able Editor of Kalaimagal, has
edited these works for us with his characteristic ability and
thoroughness. His introductory remarks on the Tamil Drama are
invaluable to students of Tamil dramatic literature. We are
grateful to him for the excellent piece of work done by him for
the Saraswathi Mahal.

We are grateful to the Government of Madras for the timely
financial help given to us to publish these and other manuscripts
in the Saraswathi Mahal.

8. GOPALAN,
Honorary Secretary:
T. M. 8. 8. M, Library Commattes



GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF
THE MADBAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES

The Government of Madras took up for consideration the
question of publication of the various manusecripts in- different
languages on subjects like Philosophy, Medicine and Science etc., -
early in May 1948. Important manuscript Libraries in the .
Madras Presidency were requested to send a list of unpublished -
manuscripts with them for favour of being considered by the
Government for publication. The Honorary Secretary of the
Tanjore Maharaja Sarfoji's Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore,
alone compiled with this request. This list as well as a similar
list of unpublished manuscripts in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras were carefully examined and a
tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for publication was
* made. The Government in their Memorandum No. 34913/48-10,
Education dated 4-4-1949 constituted an expert committee with
the Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, as the Secretary for the final selection of manuscripts
suitable for printing and for estimating the cost of publications. -
The following are the members of the Committee :— '

The Name of Personnel of the Committee Constituted for
Selecting Manuscripts for Publication.

Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A,, B.L,,
» R« P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.,
» C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A., B.L.,
» B. Krishnamoorthy (Kalki) '
,» Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., Ph.D.,
» M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M aA.,
»» V. Prabhakara Sastri,
»» N. Venkata Rao,
» H. Sesha Ayyangar,

10. ,, Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar,

, M. Mariappa Bhat, ¥.A., .7,

12. ,, Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, M.a., Ph.D.,

13, ,, Dr. C. Kunbhan Raja, M.A. D.Phil., °
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14. 8ri Dr. A. Sankaran, M.A., Ph.D,, L.T,,

15, ,, P. Rama Sastri,

16. ,, S. K. Ramanatha Sastri,

17. . Dr. M. Abdul Haq, M.A., D.phil., (Oxen),

18. Afzul-u-Ulma Hakim Khader Ahamed,

19. ,, P.D. Joshi,

20. ,, S.Gopalan, B.A., B.L.

21. ,, T. Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T,
© The members of the Committee formed into Sub-Committees for

" the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Mala-

yalam, Marathi and Islamic languages. They met during the
month of May 1949 at Madras and at Tanjore to examine the
manuscripts and make a selection. The recommendations of the
Committee were accepted by the Government in G. O. No. Mis.
2745 Education dated 31-8-1949 and they decided to call these
publications as “MADRAs GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES
and appointed the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts
* Library, Madras.5, as the General Editor of the Publications. The
following manuscripts have been taken up for publication during
the current year :—

“A” From The Government Oriental

Manuscripts Library, Madras

TAMIL
KAPPAL SASTRAM
ANUBHAVA VAIDYA MURAI
ATTANAKOLAHALAM
UPADESA KANDAM
COLAN PURVA PATTAYAM

KONGA DESA RAJAKKAL
SIVAINANA DIPAM
SADASIVA RUPAM, with commentary

TELUGU
SANGITA RATHNAKARAMU
2. AUSHADHA YOGAMULU
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VAIDYA NIGHANTU
DHANDRVIDYA VILASAMOU
YOGA DARSANA VISAYAMU

KHADGA LAKSHANA SIROMANI

SANSKRIT
VISHANARAYANIYAM
BHARGAVA NADIEKA
HARIHARACATURANGAM

BRAHMA SUTRA VRITTI-MITAKSHARA
NYAYA SIDDHANTHA TATTVAMRUTHAM

MALAYALAM
GARBHA CHIEITSA

. (a) VASTHULAKSHANAM

(by SILPASASTRAM

(c} SILPAVISHAYAM
MAHASARAM
KANAKEUSARAM
KRIYAKRAMAM

KANNADA
LOKOPAKARA
RATTAMATA
DIKSABODHE
ASVASASTRAM

(8) AUSHADHAGALU
(b) VAIDYA VISHAYA

SANGITA RATNAKARA
SUPA SASTRA

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES
JAMIT.AT-ASHYA
TIBB-E-FARIDI
TAHQUIQ-AL-BUHRAN
SAFINAT-AL-NAJAT



‘B’ From The Tanjore Maharaja Sarfoji's
Saraswathl Mahal Library, Tanjore

TAMIL
1. SARABENDRA VAIDYA MURAI (Disbatese)
2 do (Ear, Nose, Throat, Head)
3. KONGANAR SARAKKU VAIPPU
4. TIRUCHITRAMABLA KOVAIAR, with Padavurai
5. SARABENDRA VAIDYA MURAI (Anaemia)
6. TALA SAMUDRAM
7. BHARATA NATYAM
8.

(s) PANDIKELI VILASA NATAKAM
(b) PURURAVA CHAKRAVARTI NATAKAM
(¢) MADANA SUNDARA VILASA NATAKAM
(@) PERCY MACQUEEN’S COLLECTION in the
Madras University Library, of Folklore
9. RAMAYYAN AMMANAI

10. SARABENDRA VAIDYA MURAI (Asthms, cough
and other lung diseases]

. TELUGU
1. KAMANDAKA NITISARAMU
2. TALA DASAPRANAPRADIPIKA
3. (a) RAGHUNATHA NAYAKA ABHYUDAYAMU
() RAJAGOPALA VILASAMU
"4, RAMAYANAMU by Katta Varadaraju

MARATHI
1. NATYA SASTRA SANGRAHA

2. (3 BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE, VAHI
(b) FOLK SONGS
() DORA DHARUN VENI PADDHATI
) ASWAS CHATULA TUMNI

3. (8) PRATAPASIMHENDRA VIJAYA

PRABANDHA

(b) SARABENDRA TIRTHAVALI
(¢) LAVANI



X
4. DEVENDRA KORAVANJI

BHAKTA VILAS .
SLOKA BADDHA RAMAYANA

SANSKRIT
ASWASASTRA with Tricolour Illustrations

RAJAMRIGANKA
CHIKITSAMRITASAGARA

GITA GOVINDA ABHINAYAM

(a) COLA CAMPU

(b) SAHENDRA VILASA
DHARMAKUTAM-SUNDARA KANDA
JATAKA SARA
VISHNUTATVANIRNAYA VYAKHYA
SANGITA DARPANA

10. BEEJA PALLAVA

It is hoped that the publication of most of the important manus.
cripts will be completed within the next four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are
represented by single copies in the Library and consequently the
mistakes that are found in them could not be corrected by com.
paring them with other copies. The Editors have, however,
tried their best to suggest correct readings. The wrong readings are
given in round brackets and correct reading® have been suggested
in square brackets. When different readings are found, they have
been given in the foot note-or incorporated in the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for financing
the entire scheme of Publication although there is a drive for
economy in all the departments. My thanks are due to the
members of the Expert Committee who spared no pains in select-
ing the manuscripts for publication. I have also to thank the
various editors, who are experts in their own field, for readily
consenting to edit the manuscripts and see them through the
press. The various Presses that have co-operated in printing ihe
menuscripts in the best manner possxble also deserve my thanks
for the patience exhibited by them in carrying out the corrections
made in the proofs.

o
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T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
General Edstor
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