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AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION

- When my ‘ Varnamalika’ was published in 1532,
many Vidvans impressed on me the need for a séparate
~ volume dealing with the characteristics of all the extant’

ragas or recognised melody moulds that obtain in
Carnatic music. , Accordingly the first draft of this work
was completed about a decade ago, but circumstances did

. not permit the author to immediately publish the same.
Any way, aftcr the recent publication of ‘the author’s
¢ Mathematical basis of Raga Prastharas’ it was felt that
‘the present work could no longer be delayed, especizlly
as this work is a full illustration of the principles
indicated in the *‘Mathematical Basis of Raga
Prastharas ",

This book is primarily intended to be a text book
for the scholar and also a consulting book for the
professional: It contains full notes on all the ragas for
“which some kind of éxample could be found, either in the
form of Laksbanageetha or varna or keerthana,
Adequate guidance is given for the practical handling
of the ragas. :

The student who has completed his course and the
professional who wants to consul: this work would do
well to go through the anthor’s “Thala Deepika’, ‘The
Mathematical Principles of Raga Prastharas’,and also other
books dealing with the problem of srutis: and, last but
not least, Pandit Subrahmania Sastry’s translation of
Venkatamaki's * Chathurdandi Prakasika ™.

The ordinary text bocks mention about 1072 Ragas,
that is, the 72 karthas, or main modes, and 1000 janya
ragas. Out of these only about 400 and odd are
mentioned in this book. Naturally the question will
easily arise, ** What about the remaining 600 and
odd ? .



iv

The answer is mot far to seek. “It can be easily
recalled that- that great compaser, Thyagayya actually
composed abaut 10,000 pieces, and therefore, he must
have done full justice to almost all the 1000 and odd
janya ragas. Of this mastercomposer’s compositions
only about 500 are said to be exfant; of the remaining
600, only about 400 keerthanas are available, and, even
among these, a good many are plagiartzms. A good
many janya ragas are used by other great composers,
but it bas not been possible for the author to find
useful evidence for these 600 and odd ragas to justify
any commentary on them. However, the ascent and the
descent of these Ragas are given in the last chapter of
the book. It is left to the future research workers and
Vidvans either to dig up the lost treasures or create
afresh these ragas by their ability. Handsome is what
handsome does : in like manuer it depends on the singer
or player to bring these 600 ragas into the lime
light, This book, it is hoped, contains enough gaidance
to inspire the professional and the enthusiastic student.

My heartfelt thanks are due to Sri. V, Venkates-
warulu Sastrulu for his untiring enthusiasm and zeal in
publishing this book. . But for his patronage .hany
valuable works would have fallen into oblivion. At one
time it was Royal patronage that kept classics alive;
now it is left to cultured publishers like Mr. Sastrulu
" to regenerate valuable works.

TINDIVANAM | ‘
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