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MEDAI TAMIL
. By
T. M. Daivasikhamani Achariar, 7. R. 8. A, (LOND}

OPINIONS

—— VN e

¢ Medai Tamil” is a complete book on elocution in
Tamil. The author’s penetrating insight and pr.actical_
experience in the field have made the book exhaustive and
of lasting value. It is an admirable work useful to
aspirants of public speaking.
(Novr. 1944) Rt. Hon’ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastriar.
* * * * *

«« Your book * Medai Tamil’® is really a fine sum-
ptuous, and very useful production. You deserve to be
congratulated on this excellent work on platform oratory
in Tamil. It is first of its kind, and gives a very full and
discriminating accountsof the fascinating subject.”

Dr. - R. Reddy, M.A. (Cantab) Hons., D. Liit.
Pro - Chancellor of Mysore University
¥ ¥ ¥ * *

« The finer vibration of the-.inner soul, unfolding
itself in unceasing waves under a spontaneous urge seeking
expression to the outer world...”” This is the raw material
at the disposal of a speaker. How best is this to be rythmi-
cally tuned up to flow as a melodious speech so asto
kindle the same feeling and thought in the hearers is in
short the theme of Medai Tamil- A finished orator and
architect of renown, the author is endowed with the spirit
of scientific research and creative genius which always
strive to produce treasures of art. This is no duplication of
any book on oratory. A study of great orators of all time,
the secrets of their success, different methods persued by
them are all given in the book. Several excerpts culled
up from the addresses of the masters of that great art are
all given to illustrate the fundamentals of oratory. A
scientific analysis of speech-making in all its aspects and
its relation to all possible occasions that may arise in
modern social life is very illuminating. Rules of guidance
instil corffidence in readers. Quantitatively, it is a great
encylopaedia, with a mass of useful and rare information,
anecdotes, experience of great lawyers and famous songs-
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ters, secrets-of tuning up tone, holding up breath so as to
~comma‘md a continuous flow of speech with ease for a
considerable time, platform presence, mass psychology,
biogtaphichl hints on historical and national personalities.
Book en‘oMtdry is that which contains the rules regarding
_effective speech. Such a book usually would be dry and
uninteresting as philosophy or grammar. Butthe genius of
the author has made it attractive, vivid, interesting, and
easily understandable. Decidedly the work is superior
to any book on oratory, in that many original ideas
the rich heritage of the Tamil language and culture are
stamred on every page of the book."
: An Academician.

* * B * *

« 1 have, with pleasure and interest, thoroughly
read Medui Tamil. You have really done a very great
service to Tamil Nad in writing this book. I never knew
that you have made such a deep study of the art of public
speaking and your book will be a standing monument for
your culture, erudition, and public service. I would
advise the Government of Madras to publish an abridged
edition of your book, and prescribe it for S.3.L.C.; and Inter-
mediate students. Your book is undoubtedly an excellent
contribution to the future political and cultural advance-
ment of the Tamilians.” Dr. P. Vuradarajulu Naidu.

= L] = * *

«The numerous well-worded appreciation from highly
distinguished public men like the silver-tongued orator, the
Right Honb’le Sastri, and Tiru. V. Kalyanasundara
Mudaliar are enough to commend to the public  this
admirable book en the art of elocution. Himself an orator
of no mean order, Mr. Daivasikhamani Achariar has given
us the fruits of his vast research and valuable experience
in this work, the first and the best of its kind in Tamil.
The book is in two parts, each made up of a number of
sections. The nature of a good platform, the essential
requisites of a good and successful public speaker, the fine
traits of an able debater, and the duties of a President who
controls debates or speeches have all been well enunciated.
Sound learning, strong and retentive memoty, self-
confidence and a systematic preparation of the subject to
bhe handled are regarded as vital factorss The choice of
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the words employed, the need for brevity and clarity, the
personality and dress of the speaker, and the different
kinds of audience have all been well treated in the course
of this book, and instructions as to how to begin and end
the speech successfully have been given. The place in
public speeches for choice quotations and parables and
their relative importance are then discussed. The writer’s
observation that the assent or dissent of an audience
depends upon the peroratiou or the concluding remarks
of the speaker is worth attention. In the concluding
portion of the first part we have a Tamil rendering of the
famous letter of Lord Chesterfield addressed to his son
and the words of practical wisdom bearing on platform
oration given by the distinguished orator Mr. Gladstone,

The second part deals with the antiquity of Tamil, the
necessity to talk boldly, the need to avoid acrimonius or
abusive references and the tact ot the speaker in framing
his speech to suit his audience. Here the writer points
out how the use of happy and felicitous words will enable
him to manage or tackle even a hostile audience. A speech,
he writes, that is based on solid truth and that evinces
depth of thought and sincerity of feelings is the best.

Emotional speeches are then taken up for treatment
and a number of illustrations from the speeches of great
celebrities are cited. Wise maxims culled from famous
speeches, extracts from the lectures and orations of
" eminent men both in the East and the West, and a select
glossary of Tamil words come in as an appendix.

The reader will scarcely fail to discern the author’s
deep and first-hand knowledge of the subject. Every
page is full of useful information for orator or speaker.
Portraits of world-renowned orators adorn the pages of the
book, which is neatly printed and attractively bound. The
author commands a chaste and lucid style and the humo-
rous way in which he presents his ideas or observations
is to be highly commended. Apt and telling speeches
- rendered into Tamil to serve as illustrations, considerably
enhance the value of the book.” —Indian Express

L]
. “This book is the resull of a labour oflove spread over
many years. It is in the words of the Rt. Hon. V.S.
Srinivasa Sasfriar ¢a complete book on elocution in
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Tamil.’ It is divided into two parts containing 21 and 23
sections with three supplements—collection of wise sayings
on elocution, a gist of some of the speeches of great
orators of Britain, America, India, stc., and a lexicon of
English words used in public speech with their meaning in
Tamil. It has a lively Foreword couched in dramatic Tamil
- from the able pen of Sri T. V. Kalyanasundara Mudaliar..
Figures of 81 eminent men are found in 20 plates. -

Since a public lecture or a parliamentary sitting has
_both a President and a Speaker or Speakers, the author .
- elaborately mentions the requisites for both of them. Want
- of scholarship, want of experience, want of sincerity and
~want of character in a lecturer will easily expose him to
‘the audience. He should face the audience and never
turn his back towads it. Enthusiasm, a well-modulated
voice, temperate speech, the choice of simple expressions,.
avoidance of obsolete words, mannerism and unnecessary
. gestures, devotion to God and righteousness are some of
the qualities which a lecturer should always cultivate. A
short and direct introduction leading to the topic on hand,
well-connected ideas, one leading to another and a short
summary by way of conclusion are the requisites to make
a speech successful.” —Hindu.

¥* * * * *

¢ This is a comprehensive work in Tamil on elocution,
oratory and rhetforic, and its usefulness is enhanced by the
translation it embodies of speeches and writings of famous.
English men of letters and speakers. The author points
out thatto be a good speaker and debater it is necessary to
have wide, exact and up-to-date knowledge of the subject
on which one speaks, as well as a good memory, mental
strength and self-confidence. Many interesting illustrations
are given. The author does not underestimate the judg-
ment of an intelligent modern audience when he says that
whether the audience agrees or disagrees with a speaker
depends upon the latter’s peroration or concluding remarks.
At the present time most speakers and listeners regard
lofty perorations as artificial, and expect simplicity and
naturalness both in speech and writing.

Mr. Daivasikhamani Achariar also explains principles
governing the art of writing and his book is an aid to
composition. There is an instructive chapter on the
development of Tamil literature also, » —-Mail
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