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INTRODUCTION

Pirapanta Tipikai, a paper manuscript of the Madras
Oriental  Manuscripts Library, on literary genres and
miscellaneous matters connected to literature, is now being
brought out in print, with the commentary of the editors. -

This work is by one = Muttu Venkita Cuppaiya Navalar of
Vempattur. The period of the work is known through its last
verse, as Saka year 1771, ie., A. D. 1849. As many - other
Tamil treatises this is also in verse form and the metre used is
aciriya viruttam. There are altogether . one hundred verses,
These are preceded by two invocatory verses, one in viruttam
and the other in venmpa metre, both not numbered and the
latter very badly damaged.

The available paper manuscript is a copy of the
palm-leaf manuscript of the Madurai Tamil Sangam, and
was transcribed by one S. Viswanatha Sastri in 1952-53, -

The Madurai Tamil Sangam’s monthly journal, Centamil
took the first effort to  bring out this treatise in print.
It’s 17-th volume (P. 153-158) of 1918-19, contains the firsg
twenty-five verses and a part of the twenty-sixth  verse of
the treatise, as  per an available palm leaf manuscript,
Though the publisher’s note gives the intention of bringing
out the manuscript in print soon, no further effort ‘secms
to have been taken in that matter.

So the present edition is attempted, basing on the"i
available paper manuscript and the printed portion. '

An apalysis of the content of the treatise, shows
aspects of pattiyal and nikantu  tradition. The ~former
deals with augury in verse and the different genres of.
literature. The latter, with different poetic and material
aspects like collection of things, types of men and matto;.-
etc,, etc,, -
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in the pattiyal works, gederally, augury in  verse Is
dealt under ten headings. But the present work: considers
only one type, viz., mankalam. This has a precedent
in the only work Varaiyarutta pattiyal.

Discussions on literary genres hold the maximom
portion in most pattiyals. But Pirapanta Tipikai allots only
about 30 verses. (4-33) out of 100, to this  subject;
According to traditions laid down by  Pirapanta marapiyal
and Caturakarati, it gives the number of varieties as
ninety-six. But the items of the first list (4) are not exactly
followed in the elaboration that comes after (5-33). Ia the
former, there are altogether 92 varieties, while in the
latter it is 99.

Caturakarati is the very first work to clearly list the
names of all the ninety six varieties. This catalogue is
followed in Pirapanta tipikai, with  the addition of a
further variety, viz, vannam and so the final number
comes to ninety-seven. But Pirapanta tipikai might not be
the first work to refer to vannam, as a work of the
lame period, Cuvaminatam has a passing reference to it.

The varieties irattai mani malai and tantakam included
in the list of 96, are considered to have twin types each,
and so the list expaads to 98, and the addition of vannam
makes the list seem to have ninety-nine varieties.
Generally Kappiyam (epic) is considered as a single variety
and otherwise as two, viz , Perunkappiyam and (Ciru)Kappiyam
ie., the large one and (small) epic. So if these two are
compressed into one, the total list can still be ninety-six
onlys

As we have noted earlier, the major part of
Pirapantatipikai (34-99) deals with  matters which can
roughly be classed under nikantu tradition. Collective
matters hold a greater part of this. Both Sanskritic and
Tamil ‘traditions are found here. Literature, Culture,
Religion, Arts, History, Sociology, etc, are the few aspects,
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dealt with in this. Tamil works of the ancient period like
Pattuppatiu and Patinenkilkkanakku are listed (44.45.). The
forty-nine poets of the Ancient Cankam period are
catalogued (85,86). Aspects of man and Nature, that form
a part of dkam poetry are widely given (35-38). The poets
of the devotional literature, viz., Alvar and  Nayanmar
are duely listed (76-80,82-84). The four types of learned
people and the four types of poets and. poetry - are
considered (98,39). Following the Sanskritic tradition, the
very many different figures of speech to be followed in
literature, are listed under the two schools of thought of
Dandin and Chandraloka (40-43).

Of Sanskrit, the religious works are given aue 1mpor
tance. Vedas (57), Smritis (§8), Upanishads (59), Siva-
Agamas (60), Puranas (69), Upa Puranas (70) are  the
different onmes considered and listed.  Different types of
Saivism (62), Dikshas (62), Avataras of Madhava“ (75),
Names of Celesitial ladies (46), Manmadha’s acts (34),. etc.
reveal religious aspects and puranic facts.

Music is given due fconsideration by listing Talas and
Raghas (49-56). Nayaka Nayika Varieties (47-48) and the
fourteen facial expressions (73) have a dramatic
approach. The sixtyfour types of arts (72), and facts about
sculpture (60-61) can also be thought of here. We may
consider these as cultural aspects.

Historical material are not wholly authentic as most are
fictional, pseudo-historic and Puranic; Kings of the four
Yugas (90-93), the ancient Pandya Kings of Madurai (94-95),
Banas, Nayaks, Nawabs and others who reigned in
Madurai (95-96), the fifty-six kingdoms (99), etc., are such,
Organs of a kingdom (87), Signs of royalty (88), the
different organizations and acts of a ruling monarch (89) ar®
general aspects trelated to monarchy.
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Social factors like marriage  (74), charities (71)
sixteen benevolent gifts (63+68) are duly listed. The defects
of the human physic like disease, hunger, etc (70), the
different garlands worn by celestials, kings and  people
belonging to various castes. (97) are also found.

‘Some of these details have a precedent in the earlier
nikamu works or follow ups in the later ' dictionaries like
Fokaiyakarati. But others are not much popularly recorded,
and the unavailability of authentic source materials leave
matters: quite vague,

Though this work comesin the pattiyal and nikantu tradition
it has some new aspects untold by the earlier authors. Deciding
about the character of \he bride on the basis of the soil she
coﬁects is quxte novel (74) Groupmg of the kings under the four
yugas is also. such (90-93); - Prescribing garlands to even
humans according to castes is yet another (97). May be
this author isthe very first ‘historian’ to have listed the Banas
Nayaks, Nawabs, etc, who ruled Madurai (95,96). To put it
in a'nutshell, ‘¢this Pirapanta tipikai has both traditional and
novel aspectsg
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S QUi Rerelauyd SGSNTLE.

‘QusHP5 sMmVvaer smwad’ erarugTd (3)5HTw IhHuzgH
e oders@id prwser sTitd aews (47-48) S@sOLLLL
sT56 Qendraterid s, A4S0 yp wr90ssaThEsL.
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* A Sanskrit English Dictiopary- Monier Williams. P 1010

Vritti ...... Mode or measure of pronunciation  and

recitation
(said to be three fold,

viz Vilambita, madhyama and druta).

Style of composition (especially dramatic style, said to be ot
four kinds. 1. Kaisiki, 2. Bharati, 3, Satvati, 4. Arabhati. The
first three are described as suited to the Sringara, Vira, and Raudra
Rasas respectively, the last common to all).

(in rhet.) Ailiteration, frequent repetition of the sam: consonan

(five kinds eanumerated- madhura, praudha, purusha, Ialita and
bhadra).

**Ibid.. Pi 88l.
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