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FOREWORD
]

KavaTaraM is one of the important metrical lexicons in Tamil. It

- comprises 566 stanzas dividel into 11 settions, the first ten sections
dealing with synonyms and the last one with homonyms. The verses
are arranged in antdti-t-todai, a mnemonic device. In the treat-
ment of synonyms, the work closely follows Divikaram, the earliest
of Tamil nighantts. *

.

Its author, Kayatarar, was a*Brahmin of the Kasyapa Gotra
and belonged to Tévai or Raméswaram. He was a Saivaite by
religion and was well versed both in Sanskrit and Tamil literature.
He composed a Kovai in praise of the Lord of Ramééwaram. This
is all the information we gather from the prefatory verses and the
final verses of the several sections of the work.

« A reference %o this work occurs in the commentary of Maran-
alaikdaram at p. 22. This commentary was written by Kari Ratnak-
kavirdyar of Ten-tiruppérai, who lived in the latter half of the
16th century. Wefind in Kayataram itself (St. 412) a reference
to Yapparunkalakkarikai, which may be ascribed to the beginning
of the 11th century. (Compare also Nighantu Cadamani, xi,
23). Between the limits fixed by these two references we have
to find a date for Ka'yétaram. From a consideration of the deve-
lopment of lexicographical method in Tamil, we may assign this
work to the middle of the 15th century. This .accords well with
its mention. just before Nighantu Cdamani in the commentary of
Maranalankaram.

Andi-p-pulavar mentions this work in his Aciriyanighantu. It
is also mentionéd in a stanza of Arumporulvilakka Nighantu,
written in Saka, 1685, i.e., 1763 A.D. The author is referred to as

¢ Kayatarar of refined diction’ (@a:@@.s:/r pEUTrSIr).

The work is important in many ways. It throws considerable
light on’the text of Divakaram, which, as already noted, it closely
follows. Though Divakaram is the earliest of the extant nighantus
and is frequently cited by commentators on the Tamil classics, it has
not yet been critically treated and edited. For such treatment,
the present work is sure to be of immense use. Moreover, it helps
us to correct the forms and the meanings of terms, which,
through scribal errors, have fallen into hopeless corruption. To
mention only one instance, we find parinmicaiyavan (urfidsr Ban s

luauaz’rr) "as one of the names of Buddha. This term is a puzzle,
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The correct form, as given in Kayataram (St. 14), is pérarﬁitaiy’a-
van (utrrL&mp‘uJajs&r . 'Lastly, the work is a contemporary guide
. to the vocabulary of the 15th and 16th centuries.

I have been able to obtain® three manuseripts of this import-
ant work. Of these, only one is complete, containing all the 11 sec-
tions. It belongs to the manuscript-cotlection of the lsdée Mr. T. T.
Kanakasundaram Pillai and was kindly placed at my disposal by his
son, Sri Rajéswaran, B.A. The other two manuscripts contain only
the first ten sections with lacunae, the biggest (from St. 84 to 151)
being common to both. One of the Ms%. belongs $o Dr. V. Swami-
natha Aiyar and the otlfer to thg Tamil Sangam I;ibrary, Madura.
The colophon at the end of Dr. V. Swaminatha Aiyar’s manuscript
makes us suspect that the original from which it was copied consisted
of only 10 sections. But the eleventh section on homonymgs is doubt-
less a genuine part of Kayataram. The author of Arumporul-vilakka
Nighantu bears testimony to this (St. 6).

A short account of Kayitaram was first giverny thirty-two years
ago, by Sri Rao Sahib M. Raghava Aiyangar in Sen Tamil (Vol. V,
21). But the work has remained unpublished till now.

I am happy to acknowledge my indebtedneds to the kind friends
who generously gave me loar® of the manuscripts mentioned above.
Vidwan N. K. Srinivasan, B.A., assisted me in revising’the proofs
for the press and Messrs. T. K. Ramanuja Aiyangar agd S. Nallasivan
Pillai, both of Madura Tamil Sangam, compgred the proof with the
manuscript availsble at the Sangam. I am very grateful to these
learned scholars for their assistance. *

The G. S. Press, well-known for the quality of their work,

deserve thanks for the excellent format and the speedy publication
of the work.

Universtty of Madras,
Madras, 12th Sept., 1939, S. Varvapurt Prrar.
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