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Introduction

Ancient Man

The ancient man led a nature oriented lifé. He moved
from place to place in search of his livelybood. He found
shelter under trees and in caves. Branches of trees became his
residence, When he faced a threat from wild animals.

In due course, he started growing plants of eatables that he
found tasty. It put a full stop to histendency to migrate and was
compelled to return to his farm. His farm activities made him
stay at a particular place necessitating him to build artificial
shelters that can with stand the natural wrath. This was the
origin which has developcd to-day to modern skyscrappers.

Home and life

The man realised the need for an house. Settlements
prompted him living in groups. They shared the pains and
pleasures of life. They rendered all help to any new comer in
their area, to build his own house and settle there. They
shared their experiences with each other. They analysed the
cause for their problems. They found solutions agreeable to

all. This had the reflection in building of houses, and immig-
ration too.

Realisation of different aspects of life

People found new houses emerging in and around. Of
those houses, some were left unfinished some were shaped fuliy
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and people dwelt in; but in one house the head of the family
became bedridden; in another the housewife died. Poverty
ruled in one; wealth disappeared in another; in some there
were no wards flor the family. Some were built well. Wealth
flourished in them. Cattle wealth grow simultanously in some
houses. Harvest was good for some house holders. This
presented a new experience to the people as they had not come
across such in their nomadic life.

Thought

Their thought was provoked by events. They lived in the
same place, but some were happy and some were distressed.
They saved in the same soil. But some crops yielded well

whereas others suffered. They started thinking what the reasons
are for all these.

They thought of the time of their arrival at that place, they
clearly observe the place they selectcd to build the house. They
also observed the time of commencement of building the house,
position of the entrance of houses, time of placement of entrance
frame, time of completion of roof. Incidents that tock place
at each and every stage were also watched.

Conclusions based on expericnce

Finally they watched the pros and cons the people faced in
the houses that were built in strict observation. Likewise also
when tkey took up the Profession such as agriculture they
observed all these factors.  They related each factor with their
experience, reasons thus arrived at, for each happening were
accepted by all, This knowledge of experience spread among
the masses. Pecople selected the best and chose to adopt them
in their lives.

They fully understecd that the cause for their prosperity
and poverty, the nourishing and perishing of their cattle wealth,
the gains and losses in their farming, birth of children and
barren sick and untimely death, friends and foes and other
vices and virtues have been oriented with the design of the
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house in which they live. Then onwards they learnt out of
the experience of others in building the houses and they started
building their own properly.

Conclusions taken to Manuscripts

These regulations were carried on orally from generation
to generation. Some one, on some occasion gave the letter
form to thess news, the benefit of which is the manuscript
“Manaiyadi Sastram™ in vogue among us. The lines of the
opening stanza of the above work reveals that this is a transla-
tion of the Sanskrit work of one “Mayan’. Hence we may
come to a conclusion that either the treatise, which was orally
in vogue among the Tamils were given written form in Sankrit
or it will be relevant to hold that the manuscripts in Tamil
pertaining to this treatise which existed even before the work
written by Mayan in Sanskrit are among the missing manu-
scripts.,

Though this work is only a translation of ‘Maya Madham’
of Mayan, only those portions which deal with the aspects
relating to the formalities to be observed in building of houses
alone have been compiled and translated.

Maya Madham and Manai Nool

The author starts writing his first chapter saying that he
compiles the message contained in ‘Maya Madham’. In second,
third and fourth chapters he deals with the selection of sites
after testing the soil; the fifth chapter deals with the modes of
measurement; in sixth, seventh and eigth chapters selection of
directions, performing poojas to the deities of directions have
been indicated. The methods of construction of villages, towns
and temples are envisaged in 9th to 14th chapters. Chapters 15
to 17th deal with the formalities in fixing the number of pillars,
selection of wood and measurement. It also underlines specifi-
cations for the horizantal beams supporting the roof and also
for all other building materials required for roof.



xull

In translating the sbove topics of ‘Maya Madham’ into
Tamil, the author of ‘Manai Nool’, bas selected only those
portions dealing with the building of houses.

Meanuscripts of Manei Nool

The manuscript named ¢Manaiyedi Sastram” bearing
Number R. 3396 preserved in Government Oriental Manuscripts
library, Madras, is considered to be the basic script for this publi-
cation. Apart from this there are eighteen more manuscripts
under five titles namely

i) Manaiyadi Sastram
ii) Manai Sastram
iii) Manai Nool
iv) Manai vasthu Lakshanam
v) Silpa Sastram

This book has been titled ‘Manai Nool’ as this is a collec-
tion of materials available in the said scripts.

Manai
The word ‘Manai’ has been interpteted in different meanings
in Literaturc as:
i) Wife
i) life
iii) Cattle Shed
iv) house

In most of the literature, literarians have used the word
‘Manai’ only to mean ‘the house’. But in ‘Manai Nool’ in
various occasions, i.e., in prescribing the ceremonies and indi-
cating the tenefits of the position of the plot etc, this word is
used to mean only the vacant land suitable for the construction
of a house.

In sanskrit also the term vasthu equivalent to ‘Manai’ has
been used to mean the ‘Plot’s Dictionaries also state Manai as
plot measuring 2400 square feet,
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Nool

Dictionaries term *Nool’ as ‘thread’ and ‘book’,  In litera-
ture different authors have used this term to denote grammatical
and literary pieces. Hence it is upheld that here the word
‘Nool’ means the Grammar.

“Manai Nool”
The title ““Manai Nool”” seems very relevant on examining
the usage of the words ‘Manai’ and ‘Nool” independantly.

Also ‘Manai Nool’ means the book giving details regarding
the rules and regulations to be adopted in constructing houses.

Manuscript

This publication is based on the Manuscript bearing
Number R. 3396, preserved in govt. Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, which is of the size 34%3cm. It contains 118
leaves.

This manuscript was contributed to the library on 30.3.1952
by a native doctor namely Thiru. Velayutham, belonging to
Akalapuram village of Salam District in Tamil Nadu.

Index is given in the first leaf. The details pertaining to
the date and time (equalent to 28-10-1888) on which the manu-
script has been written and completed by Palaniyappa Pillai,
son of Arum:gam Pillai when he was running a school at
Olapalayam village are given afterwards.

Origin of the Work

It can be seen on the left side of the first leaf that “Silpa
Nool called Maniyadi Sastram told by Mayan alias Viswakarma’
The author of first work

Ilustrious persons like Brahma, Viswakarma and Mayan
are also have written granthas on Silpasastra. According to the
editors of Silpa Ratna and Mayamatha and Dictionaries like
Kalaikalajiyam and Sabda Kalpa drumam and also certain lite-
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tatures it is evident that Viswa Karma and Maya are different
personalities. But the verse in the maruscript shows that both
are same,

Mayan : :

Adi Paruvam ascertain the fact that Mayan is none but who
has been escaped from Kandava Vanam and saved by Arjuna.
‘Manimegalai’ portrays that ‘Buddha Vihar’ and ‘Chakkaravala
Kottam® have been built by Mayan at Kaviripumpattinam.

Not only that, the workmanship of Mayan in sculture is
vividly denoted in ‘Silappatikaram’., The first stanza in this
work also asserts the fact thatthe ‘Silpa Sastram’ of Mayan
alone cap be considered as the rrimary book, and Manai Nooj
is a Tamil narration based on Silpa Sastram,

Omen

The first chapter . speaks akout good and bad Omen. The
occurance, happening of incidents which forbedes some events
good or bad implied with circumstances such as seeing bones in
the plot and breaking coconut are vividly described.

Omen in Grammar

“Tholkappiyam” clearly correlate the good and bad omen
with that of milking and ncn-milking of a cow. This enables
one to think and act accordirgly tefore his performance.

Omen in literature

Fluttering of eyes especially right for men and left for
women seems to be the good omen. In the words of
Nachinarkkiniyar blowing of conches, beating of drums,
presence of filled vp pot are all said to be the indications of
good omen,

Sounds emanated from Lizards, passing of birds, and rcs-
ponse to their screaming are ascribed as omen in literature.
Similarly manifestation of certain symptoms physically or

mentally from the individual or from other objects can be seen
in literature. |
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Thus several incidents pertaining to good and bad omen
can be studied from literature but except few things we cannot
adhere to everyone of then as such milking from the cow with
over flowing lather, fluttering of eyes experienced by the indj-
vidual may be considered as indication of good omen., Whereas
screaming of birds and sounds emanated from the lizard even-
though they are good expressions cannot be judged which is
good or bad.

Not with standing to the abore, the “Manai Nool” des-
cribes the various implications of Omen according to the subject
direction place, oceuring of incidents, physical manifestations
right or left respectively.

time and Orbit

Several persons well versed in Astronomy were in the king’s
champer and they were able to assess the zodiacal movements in
each month of the year. It is known from the verses of ““Jeevaga
Chintamani®” that the astronomers guided their majesty in all
sphere of his activities cairied out, suggested auspices occasions
suiting to the birth star of the king.

Similarly the king coronated for the betterment of the
citizens and to confront the enemy in the battle field selected
auspices occasions.

Whereas, the Manai Nool provides specific information
regarding the months, days, auspices stars, Full moon and new
moon days, for the activities to be carried out suiting to the
occurance of stars ete.

Invocations

Itis a tradition of Tamils to invoke the blessings of the
Almighty for the cfficacy of the endeavour undertaken by them.
They worship several deities ascrited to tne occcasions such as
invocation of Goddess < Kotravai * to subdue his enemies. Like-
wise the ‘Manai Nool’ suggests that the invocation of ‘Mother
Earth, otherwise called ‘“Vaasthu Purushan®’ is quite necessary
before constructing a house.
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The “Manai Nccl’”” slso advises the month and time on
whicn the awakening of *Vaasthu Purushan’ from his slumbering
can be chosen as auspies time to start the construction. And
the above facts are all based ou the wide range of experiences
of the author.

Sanskrit works on Vasthu offerings

According to sanskrit works on Vasthu vidya there are
certain hymns to ward off evil spirits from the plot on which
one wants to construct his house. Then the land is to be tilled
and seeds sown. After germination the plants are grazed by
cows and calves for purification.

Seil

Soilis to be tested before construction. Many methods
are narrated in this regard. One is to dig a pit and fill it with
the earth removed from the pit. Another one is to fill the pit
with water in the evening and observing the quantum of water
in the next morning This method shows the strength of the
soil to withstand the weight of the building to be constructed.

Good and bad effects of a plot is also decided by another
methed which is precisly narrated in this work. Hence a circular
pit is dig around a portion of the earth and water and flower is
put in the circular pit. The movement and direction of the water
along with the flower with indicate the results whether good or
bad.

Measurement

The conventional methods in measurement of lands in
vogue on ancient pericd is described in this treatise. An instru-
ment cocmprising from minute length to 24 fingers is used for
measuring thg plot. The woo1 used for preparing the scale is
also differed according to the community using it. But in
modern cnly yard stick measuring 36 inches is found convenient
and suitable for persons engaged in this work.

An elaberate and instructive Index is given in the end show-
ing the characteristic peculiarities of plinth area depending on
the numbar of squire yards it contains.
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While designing a house it may not be possible to adopt all
rules and regulations prescribed in scriptures at least certain
items can easily be introduced for prosperity.  For iastance the
area of the plinth should be calculated taking into account the
volume of four main walls.

Hight and breath of the door frames should be in ratio 9: 5,
The inner door frames should be smaller in hight than the front
door frame.

Doors with single plank is desirable. At least the planks
used should be in odd numbers,

Well should be situated either in south west or north east,

Steps should be so arranged to climb them facing north or
east.

In any case whatever method is adopted in designinga
house it should be born in mind that it should suit the need of
the persons who occupy it and also be convenient to his guests.
Even modern houses constructed by eminent and expert persons.
are found lacking the required convenience since in certain
places kitchen and adjoining lavatory are to welcome a visitor
and the lady in kitchen dress is embarrassed on arrival of such
guests. Persons who want to construct a house to suit his taste
must take particular care not to design houses like these.

Correetion in the Edition

We are fully aware of the fact with reasons that no correc-
tion or alteration should be made in the edition while editing a
manuscripr. It is also known that the seribes also commit
many mistakes while copying. The mistakes are so dare in the
context is also evident. Even than some editors do not attempt
to rectify or alter the rcadings as they think that such act on
their parc is forbidden. If at all they do some correction on
their own accord they indicate the same by placing them within
square bracket leaving the oiiginal reading in round bracket.
Both these methods adopted by editors make the readers dis-
interested in going through the works.
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It should be the bounden duty of an editor to please his
readers as far as possible by making the editions perfect and
complete. For that matter it is only proper to correct daring
mistakes in own accord. Bearing this in mind I have taken the
liberty of making neccessary corrections in this edition. This
fact is separately listed in the end. To fecilitate casy reference
I have also arranged the stanzas dealing with similar or same
topics scatered here and there in one and the same place.

A gist of topics dealt in chapters is givenin lucid style in
the beginning of each chapter. It is quite common thatin
certain places editors are silent in respect of giving accurate
meaning or explanations for certain words inspite of their
sincere efforts by refering commentaries and super commentaries
on the texts. The present gist of the chapters is not an
exemption
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