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INTRODUCTION

The public are perhaps aware of the fact that the
Government of Madras have launched upon a scheme
of publication of rare manuscripts treasured in two
premier Institutions of this State, namely, the Madras
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
and the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal
Library, Tanjore. Financial help has also been extend-
ed' to Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Library, Adyar,
Madras, for similar purpose. Though the publication
of rare manuscripts was started as eary as 1909 by
this library, only 12 works were taken up for publi-
cation till 1942. Of these, the printing of three works
has not yet been completed.

Only in the year 1949-50 a regular scheme for
the publication of manuscripts was prepared and
accepted by the Government of Madras under the
MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES.
This scheme included the manuscripts in all the South
Indian Languages in which there are manuscripts in
the library. Till now 158 manuscripts in different lan-
guages have been printed. Of these, 35 manuscripts
are from the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi
Mahal Library, Tanjore, and three from Dr. U. V.
Swaminatha Iyer Library, Adyar. In addition, four
manuscripts, three from this library and one from Dr.
U.V. Swaminatha Iyer Library, Adyar,are in the press.

All the munuscripts under the Madras Govern-
ment Oriental Series were edited by various scholars
drawn from different learned institutions. The publi-
cation of manuscripts under the Madras Government
Oriental Manuscripts Series was resumed in the year
1950-51. All the manuscripts published under this
series before 1942 were in Sanskrit. But since 1950-51
the manuscripts in other languages also were included.
These are edited by the Curator with the assistance of
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the Pandits in the respective languages. Till now 60
works have been printed including 51 works since
1951,

" The Government of India also have decided
up‘on a programme of printing rare and useful manu-
scripts in the different languages of India. For this
purpose the Ministry of Scientific Research and Cul
tural Affairs has come forward with grant- .in-aid
for some of the manuscripts libraries maintained by
the State Governments and also for certain reputed
private libraries, In the year 1959-60, the Govern-
ment of Madras, in G.O. No. 81859, E6/59-15, Educa-
tion -dated 5th January, 1960, sanctioned the
publication of the following seven manuscripts.

1. Tanippadarrirattu.
Keraladeéa Varalaru.
Kattabomman Varalaru.
Kalambakakkottu.

Uttara Ramayana Natakam.
Yapparunkalam.

7. Palamolittirattu.

N R

Of these, the last one was dropped as it was
found to contain a large number of colloquial terms.
The prmtmg of the other six manuscripts - has been
completed in the Madras Government Oriental
Manuscripts Series as numbers- 55, 56, 67, 68, 69,
and 66.

~ During the year 1960- 61 the Government of
Madras have sanctioned in Memorandum No. 47522-
E6/60-9° Education, dated 30:12: 60, and in G. O. No.
2749 Education, dated 31-12- -60 the publication of
the following manuscripts.

TAMIL
1. Sivapuranaditottiramasjari.
2.- - Tiruvaymoli-Ittupraveséa Saggrahant-
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3. Vetalakkathai.
4. Homer’s Iliad.
5. Saptarishi Nadi-Kanya Lagnam.
6. Kunrakkudi Kumaran peril
, [Kirttanaikal.
7. Divya Prabandha Akaradi.

, PERSIAN
8. Tarikh-i-Hafeezullakhan.
9. Bahare-i-Azumzahe. -

10. Sawanihat-i-Mumtaz.

SANSKRIT
11. Nyayaratna Dipavali.
12, Nyayasara.

13. Stotrarnavam.
14. Brahmasiddhi.

CATALOGUES

15. Triennial Catalogue of Tamil Mss.

Vol. 12.

16. do 13.
17. Descriptive Catalogue of Marathi

Mss. Vol. 3.

The Government of India will be contributing
50% of the cost tor the printing of the above works,
which has_to be completed by the end of March, 1961.
With the exception of Brahmasiddhi in Sanskrit and
the Catalogue of the Marathi manuscripts, the
other works may be printed before the end of the
financial year. Except the catalogues and Stotrarnava
in- Sanskrit, -all the other works have been edited by
outside scholars and hence they have been issued
under the Madras Government Oriental Series as
numbers 166 to 177. Stotrarnavam in Sanskrit = is
edited by the Curator himself under the Madras
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Government Oriental  Manuscripts Series as
number 70.

The Government of Madras have constituted
an Expert Committee for each South Indian Language
in which there are manuscripts in the Government
Oriental Manuseripts Library, for the purpose of
selecting rare and important maunscripts for publi-
cation in the Madras Government Oriental Series,
Till now the following number of manuscripts has
been published in different languages.

Tamil - 34
Sanskrit - 23
Telugu - 20
Malayalam - 20
Kannada - 14
Persian - 8
Arabic - 1

Under the same series, the number of works
published from the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Saras-
vathi Mahal Library, Tanjore is as follows.

Tamil - 12
Sanskrit - 10
Telugu - 5
Marathi - 6

The Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Library, Adyar
has published wunder this series three Tamil
works.

An Editorial Committee has been formed
under the orders of the Director of Public Instruction,
Madras, for selecting manuscripts in different South
Indian Languages for publication in the Madras
Government Oriental Manuscripts Series. The
number of manuscripts published by this Library in
this series is as.follows:—



Tamil 21
Sanskrit
Telugu
Malayalam
Kannada
Marathi
Persian

!
W N NL 9

All the manuscripts in this series are edited
by the Curator of this library with the help of the
staff in different languages except the Stotrarnavam
that is edited by the Curator himself.

The present edition of Divyaprabandha Akai':'_mdi
is based on the following two manuscripts:

1. A palm-leaf manuscript preserved in the
library described under No. R. 805. The size of the
manuscript is 17} x 1% inches, consisting of 99 folios
having 8 lines on a page. This was presented in the
year 1924-25 by the Secretary to the Trustees of the
Sri Yogi Parthasarathi Aiyangar’s Charities,Triplicane
Madras.

2. A palm-leaf manuscript preserved in this
library described under No. R. 806. The size of the
manuscript is 18 x 13 inches, consisting of 43 folios
having 6 lines on a page. This also was presented in -
1924-25 by the Secretary to the Trustees of the Sri
Yogi Parthasartahi Aiyangar’s Charities.

This is a Tamil Dictionary different from similar
Tamil Dictionaries available in print and it gives
the meanings of the words in the commentaries of
the Divyaprabandha.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publi-
cation are represented by single copies in the library
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and consequently the . mistakes ~ that are found in
them could not be corrected by collating them with
other copies. The editors have, however, tried their
best to suggest correct readings. The wrong readings
are given in round brackets. When different readings
are found, they have been given in the foot-notes
-except in the case of a few books in which the correct
readings have been given in the foot-note or incorpo-
rated in the text itself in square brackets.

- The Government of India and the Government
of Madras have to be thanked for financing the entire
scheme of publication although there is a drive for
economy in all the departments. My thanks are due
to-the members of the Expert Committee and the
Editorial committee who spared no pains in selecting
the manuscripts for publication. I have also to thank
the various editors, who are experts in their own
field, for readily consenting to edit the manuscripts
and see them through the press. The various presses
that have co-operated in printing the ‘manuscripts in
the best manner possible also deserve my thanks for
the patience exhibited by them in carrying out the
corfections made in the proofs.

It is hoped that the Government of India will
be continuing their financial grant to this library year
after year for undertaking the printing of other
manuscripts.

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
MADRAS, , Curator, _
21st February, 1961. (- Govt. Oriental Manuscripts
o ' : : Library.
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