


MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS SERIES
NO. 68

GOVERNMENT OF
MADRAS

KALAMBAKA-K-KOTTU
&ODLSES Clars g

EDITED BY
T. CHANDRASEKHARAN, M.A,, L.T,,

Curator. Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras

AND

THE STAFF OF THE LIBRARY

PUBLISHED UNDER THE ORDERS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS
1960
Price Rs. 2—50



. Printed at the
RATHNAM PRESS: (BR@NCH)?
€5, Tirappalli Street, Madras-1.




Glur [FeTL_& &L

———— e,

wiflens ergnr. Quirmer.

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

aper ey (gyB@EeD)

» (#81D)
Guangs HabiIED
S wouderFas HeibLsLD

@reor afl@mirser S@bUSD ...

Qeiinfer aps @Ay arH

LESEID,
v
xi
1
17
53






INTRODUCTION

'The public are perhaps aware of the fact that the
Government of Madras have launched upon a scheme
of publication of rare manuscripts treasured in two
premier institutions of this state, namely, the Madras
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras
and The Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvathi Mahal
Library, Tanjore. Financial help has also been extend-
ed to Dr. U.V. Swaminatha Iyer Library, Adyar,
Madras, for similar purpose. Though the publication
of rare manuseripts was started by the Government
of Madras as early as 1909, only 12 works were
taken up for publication till 1942. Of these, the
printing of 3 works has not yet been completed.

Only in the year 1949—50, a regular scheme for the
publication of manuscripts was prepared and accepted
by the Government of Madras under the MADRAS
GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES. This scheme
included the mauuscripts in all the South Indian
Languages in which there are manuscripts in the
Library. The selection of manuscripts was done by
an Expert Committee appointed by the Government
specially for this purpose. Till now 157 manuscripts in
different languages have been printed. Of these, 35
manuscripts are from Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore and 2 from Dr. U.V.
Swaminatha Iyer Library, Adyar. In addition, 3
manuscripts, two from this library and 1 from the Dr.
U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Library, Adyar. are in the
press.

#¥  While all the manuscriptsunder the Madras Govern-
ment Oriental Series were edited by various scholars
drawn from different learned institutions, the publi-
cation of manuseripts under the Madras Government
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Oriental Manuscripts Series was resumed in the year
1950—51. All the manuscripts published under this
Series before 1942 were in Sanskrit. But from 1950—51,
they included the manuscripts in other languages also.
These are edited by the Curator with the assistance of
the Pandits in respective languages. Till now 60
works have been printed including the total number of
51 since 1951.

Since 1958—59 however. no fresh manusecripts
were taken up for publication in both the Series. There
were several proposals for the print:ng of manuscripts.
Of these, the Government of Mad:as have now sanc-
tioned the publication of the following 7 Tamil
Manuscripts in G. O. No. 81559/-E6/59-15, Education,
dated 5—1—1960 communicated in Proceedings RC.
No. 138-K2/60 dated 27—1—1960 of the Director of
Pubiic Instruction, Madras.

I. GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS
LIBRARY, MADRAS.

Tani-p-Padalkal.

2, Kerala Désa Varalaru.

Yapparuckala Virutti (with Ixuuppura.l)

Kattabomman Varalaru.

Palamo]i-t-Tirattu.

Ixa,la.mbaka,-k Kottu.

Uttara Ramayana Natakam.

I[. Dr. U. V. SWAMINATHA 1YER LIBRARY,
ADY AR, MADRAS.

oy
.

N e

1. Manuvijianésvariyam.
9. guddhananta Bharatam.

~ Of the 7 manuscripts from this library, Pala’
moli-t-tirattu has been dropped as it was found .to
contain many archaic proverbs. The entire publication
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has been recommended for aid from the Government of
India under the scheme for the Development of Modern-
Indian Languages. It is also hoped that the Govern-
ment of India aid will be forthcoming in due course.
Since the amount has to be reimbursed from the
Government of India, it was ordered that the expendi-
ture on the scheme should.be incurred before 31-3-1960.
Though the time actually available for getting the
manuscripts printed is less than 2 months, the publi-
cation has been started in right earnest and every
possible efforts are being made to complete the same
before the stipulated time. There has, however, been
one change in the scheme of publication as submitted
by the Curator on account of the limited time avail-
able. Originally the above manuscripts were intended
to be edited by outside scholars under the Madras
Government Oriental Series but now they have
been edited by the Curator himself with the assis-
tance of the Tamil staff of the Library under the
Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Series.

On account of the great speed with which the
press copies were prepared, edited and rushed through
the press, a few mistakes might have crept ir. It
is hoped that the learned scholars who read the
works will make necessary corrections, if any.

In this connection, I will be failing in my duty
if I do not express my thanks to the Conftroller
of Stationery and Printing, Madras, for scrutini-
zing the quotations of the private presses, for
supplying the required paper for printing, for
passing the printing bills from the presses in a
very short time and for taking up the printing
of the biggest of the six manuscripts in the
Government Press itself.
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In the ancient lore of Tamil Literature, it has been established -
that there are  ninety-six  different divisions called
“ Ppabandas,”” each unique in its respective technique. The
ancient grammarian Tolkippiyar has however not specifically
indicated in his Tolkappiyam about ‘¢ Prabandam ’’, but he has
described a new set of literature as ¢ Virundu ”’ (s#@sg). The
later exponents of Tolkappiyam have explained that what he
meant by ‘“ ef@sgr '’ is the later acquisition of ¢ Prabandas’’
in Tamil Literature It is also interesting to note that the usage
of the word ““ efs g ** directly denotes pleasant thoughts. The
ninety six Prabandas abound in this sense of pleasing the
senses. .

Of these Prabandas, an important component is
¢ Kalambakam . The later grammarians have amply described
the nature of Kalambakam. It Is always sung in praise of a God-
head or an equally great being. 1t contains one hundred different
stanzas approximately and is composed in all the different varisties
of poetry, such as Venbi, Adiriyam, Kalippa ete. It is invariably
in the form of Antadi—the last word or letter of a piece following
immediately thereafter in the subsequent piece. ‘¢ Kalambakam *’
contains eighteen Apgas which are expounded in the Tamil
Preface.

In the series of Kalambakam, some of the most famous pieces
are ‘ Tiruvaranga-k-kalambakam, Madurai-k-Kalambakam and
Tiruvamattir Kalambakam. Many bave praised the beaunteons
form of these Kalambakams. '

In the present book: three Kalambakams are published in one
volume.. They are * Pérai-k-kalambakam: Tirumayilicala k-
kalarabakam and Jiianavinodan Kalambakam.”

1. PERAI-R-KALAMBAKAM

This series"is sung in praise of the presiding deity at
Tentiruppérai, a village in Tirunelveli distriet. It is one
of .the famous 108 Visnu Sthalams and has also been sung
by Alvirs, the twelve pillars of Vaisnaya sect. The. deity
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is known as Makara-Nedum-Kulai-k-kidar {and therefore Pérai-
k-kalambakam is also known as ¢ Kulaik-kadar Kalambakam '
Tentirupperai happens to be one of the nine sacred places of
pilgrimage near Tirukurukur, the birth place of the great
Vaisnava Saint Nammalvar.

The author of this Kalambakam is unfortunately unknown,
but it is presumed that the author is one Tiruméni Tiruvéakata-
k-kavirayar. From the songs, it is found that he is a great Tamil
scholar and a Vaisnavaite. He seems, naturally, to have aboundant
love and regard towards the great saint Nammalvar as seen from
the very first poem in his praise.

The work was transcribed from Madurai Tamil $angam
manuscript in the year 1952-58 and is described in the
Triennial Catalogue under number R.38419. It is regrettable
that a complete copy could not be had. Only fifty poems viz,
1to 46 and 98 to 101 are available. However, the lyric is so
full of pathos and devotion that it richly deserves to be widely
read.

2. TIRUMAYILACALA-R-KALAMBAKAM

“ Mayilam ” very popularly known as a great Sri Subrah-
manya Sthalam is situated in the South Arcot District. The
great saint- Arunagirinathar, the author of ¢ Tiruppugal ’, has
sung in praise of Sri Subrahmanyasvimi of Mayilam. TItisa
place of pilgrimage for a good number of devotees from all parts
of the country. An Antadi “Tirumayilacala-t-tantadi’ in praise
of this Deity has been published by this library in Antadi-k-kottu,
Part II. - The present work describes the village of Mayilam,
its presiding deity and his beauty.

The author is one Dandapani Svamigal also known as
Tirunelveli Tiruppugal Svamigal. From the work, it is
observed that this piece was sung under the instructions of
Sri Palaiya Svamigal: brother of the popular Sivaprakaga
Svamigal.

This piece contains one hundred songs, all of which are
lucid, simple and full of interesting particulars regarding Lord
i
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Subrahmanya. There is mention of one Poygaipakkam Vaidya-
nathan, who, 't is presumed, was the scribe who wrote the piece.
Nothing els¢ of definite nature is heard of him.

This is described in the Triennial Catalogue of Tamil
manuseripts, undsr No. R. 2812, palm leaf. This has been
restored on paper under R. No. 5969. This was presented by
Sri K. Shanmugam of Kumarakuppam, Valavanur post, S.A.
District in the year 1951-52.

8. JNANA VINODAN KALAMBAKAM-

This is a piece containing one hundred songs sung in praise
of one ““Svariipanandar” by his disciple named *“ Tattuvarayar *.
The author has sung several other pieces about the greatness and
other qualities of his Guru. He proclaims that his ultimate
aim in his life is to be blessed by his Guru. This contains, as
already said, 100 songs besides the first prayer song. There are
four copies of this manuscript described under No. D. 1531 to
1534, all ot which are on palm-leaf.

Srimans V. S. Krishnan, M. Pasupathi, and T. Krishna-
murthi, Tamil Pandits of this library, were in charge of the
preparation of the press copy of the three Kalamabakams and
my thanks are due to them for helping me in editing the
manuscript before giving it to the press. The Government of
India have to be thanked for their kind grant to the Govern-
ment of Madras for enabling the Government Oriental Manus.
cripts Library, Madras, to get printed these invaluable
manuscripts The Rathnam Press (Branch) also deserves my
thanks for printing the manuscript neatly in a very short
period of ocne month.

Madras-5, T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
1—8—60 ; - Curator.
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