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Tirukural Text and Translation

FOREWORD

The illustrious Kural is at once the pride of
Tamil-pad and the unfailing treasure of wisdom
for humanity. It is the choicest flower of
Indian culture that has put forth its blossom
in that portion of the Garden of Ind, which is
the typical representative of the national spirit
and its antique glory.

Though the Kural has secured a name and a
fame in Tamilnad and amid the limited circle
of scholarship abroad, it has not yet reached
the wider mass of humanity. Nor has it heen
guite appreciated that it is not a blossow of
the desert or an exobic growth but the choicest
amid a luxuriant growth not far beneath it in
excellence and undoubtedly far above the average
obtaining elsewhere. Enshrined as the Kural
and other invaluable Tamil works are in the
language of a peaple who have lost their own
stand and are degraded on the political, social,
_religious and economical spheres, they have
" generally become less accessible to the common
man than the hoary treasures of a dead past.

Woe hope that this edition presenting the text
with the reprint of a valuable bubt rave old
translation by Rev, Drew, and John Lazarus
will help to a create better understanding and
appreciation of this grand Seriptare of Cosmo-
politan Bthics by the people of Tamilnad aod

elsewhere
Tae TEACHERS PUBLISHING HoUSE



Ap S 1

Smsgpn 50 Qurflu@ays e sro&ar
T paut SIDEPEIE. LHOOL 2.0F
@ rrifisefed @& @8 er Fred Gevde ered L g
PepT QaTaran®, {EST e @ umenosden
aPEs Gussrl et @Qslwrs spsb Quoryl
sofled QurfQuwr g ganarrigsr. G6proed erey
ousraydEd & paeayd Lrliuand GasrGGwT  gyay
wmays@s slpwdsar Qi ol srar G
Brie HE@snr @ ps Puyererrisar, Gt o S
@pr wSsellapt G Ll Guer GG g
o e FH  YUEFTRSSSTIr gD QUIgGILLE&eTT
‘anb  Gup@EraarOu’® @SS ps. G5
oOpé&E L1 o Gevrhsafiar wper @agp (Drew) eresr
urt Yr@wed pyuis DEEGpIT HEERSHD
Qur@Quuir g gsrorti.  gb@ury) QUi e
Ue  BUBEET STEmIUBBET par.  bGorf
Quuwirdy @Qary  Senl usfg. oy GQuomyl
Quuirti) Gobg Curarwsd GmEEh QuUTHBLE
gzloruyib el LGRS sprIr ewrgsar (John
Lazarus) erarunrs Qeuig Guom Qo Lem b
Bopsgpar apogdCsr® Gsrgsm gIRALBer
Gerrib. sHhp gPwrs Gp Qurfurer@d b
Grdvd sHaull LWST YL g® @b SUp
®ien T F&HuI BT QUIEHLOL LI @er e_spLpSHieupLh
sTEgen QLUDFEGE SO0 2o Baraef s
Q@uer er@i LiriE@erGmLb,

gyfflwi provflys spesgri.



B (mau st @maui

Bmigmer sargud Pobs sl Qe
S@Awfsr Guwi Baaerenar erer @Bg
@srpg. @Qaw g GupPLwr, 19 pUity, LIy,
Gpbs Guib Gscuapop IPEHASTETaT
apip @l D, @ GHAIFT oT TSl e sl T
s%r wésl @ GaeludGRT » &L S GO
@arer e BT UG . LB STEOn  APE
Par o GHCuwrE Guufglaty gfuiul’d
Brayi. 19PETOSHN @eTEHAIT eredr gyt @it
Lrew pEGe S PeThcT Wfarensé GHésah
anpBiga s Tl P GsE@® G U pEBOS
g Gsrbgarl eTerd apule QFiis  Qar
W pleulupl Qamurs L sL(E& s &
fooi T apH emau L ILIT i Tudeor I,

Qar  @oopESG @Mu‘m.rruﬁlmb & @
 @afedT Qpett @i pb ST eTer ) Seflsp Gspp LI
s ysenerorer.  &.d. 200 awspruded eTapHL
oL weel@uadn, AeUuSaryd srovrepith
 SIPLCU® Lrevsarlicd ,@@m@h@pmmydu;ﬁﬁu
SD Ly ser &7 oo LIL@EST per.  FHIS B
safed SHmSGIL Qe T H@A@r saT gariiu@er
orar., Baaerenai @ eraruSl B s g
ST RES apLI Bl YT @SeT apdr T e oy
B QETaTRGHIT PETH.

5. 8. &



LTev @uiev 9 P51 g

LT LB

APSHLLIE - o

ETOHHIUTY 2859

Qurplured oy
Buwed UEELD
guaduq®  so o
2 TFEU® 6T 0
@ palue &0
@;!ﬂﬂwéﬂ & Inp_
sor e 2.8
FDwiev 2B
S pau p e @0
9 BETIW 11EHLD
YL HAPEHLEH LD o
Sy HLLF I &2 5y
e &@0
9 (H@HEDL-EHLD ®o
georpemise 2860
95T QU STl g LhIIs)

2@+
VN X1 erem

ST GEFTND  FF e~

yemants B o0 ERES

G EBETY D LI&&ELD
GYHEBTMEOLD &
Goirauaiiyygse g
P yen_anto S
‘QIWTHGO)LQDLD S
ol T jsmi_enin
&2
@ Haro.
Qg &00
B Es e (fluirsnn
&I
@UUsF FLL 2 &P
ey 2.&2_
Geovargdsms 0 &0
G pwrl & e
Dafien g s 20

BT @RFITEND S

Tond &P Fy
o LN &er 5y
e gy 20
e ayiymever f sed

DA BHAPEDL LD F20
20T BY QUGN E 2 &
Qa1 ip 67 i
sy ey 560 g

RPEHApLEWLD 2
DIEILE FE LY
LY 5T QUIT L g il 2.



it

B &b LI&aEth
Fevor QogL L LD HH
sl SLUPgs o B

EULISHLD 2 Faw
SEEDGV TENLD 92
&6vaf S0
&OT T TENLD B
FET @I EIENLD  F I I
&G0 @ 61260y o0 I 5 56D

2 FF
ETHHADULIRT HE

2.0 &
FTEVLD 5 H6V % 9
Go-bFLdams 205
@t emLD ST
@D UuD s FP2
SO s6d 220
SHUU Py 2656

ERGES
@D DEISY- e 9
& LT BI_LY B dir

& L TQaurpssn G
Caxorad g

Q& THECETETEND FF2-
Q&SI OOTENLD S &
FTTTQIETTENID & 5
P PleTeEGF 1 Tomin
& D DB G T60 “ 05
&S FH4
QFa@EraTEnts &50
" QEiBne P Fw 2.0
(O)F IT S0 50T s LD &5 O

S &FSTILD L& &b
SO UG 51 @ LU B 6D
220
Saub (CEd
seflufilfgH o®o0
gry B F
B &oriiEFb F2
& ey 70
EgE S5
Q576 G106 F D aleHF
S

Qsht 5@zl 56 %02-
@ &M g3 Eor wir6v

&HOF
B@BIEDenL0 o &
BT Y T H6D Hr0
BLLy &@B L
woott 1) 8ot 5 Giew 5 5 Bod
o0&
BEVE5I Y 2 .50
1B6tT Pl V@ Feveuih 202
Br@ &FF L)
BT GYENL_ Lo 2.0
1517 8 5 1 @YY 5
S 220
B0 wremin &g
Bepuflss 2@
&) 8or b el 1 6DLDLIGD
o Fo.
B SSTT@LITmLL &
@BEEQF TOBen g H60
2. B0



iii

Y EBETID " UESLD

QBERFrR LyeOdsed

2 &0
Len & B 0606 M @6d Sorar
L&l @ ST

LIF Iy JUUHae I éd 2.6 g
UL FQels & pEsa

2B

UL FEFméE s@a

vest Tl @ S@F

LI GBI L{eL_EDLD 2.00
v aflevQEr e Tentd

F0

LI LE6mLD EHO

@ ferr pEmesto DH2
19 paflstallenpur reno

8.0

S - o

yeuri F QGBS 2.2.2-
Ljsor i ¢ & @l GILbLicd
2By
ygoamyliGums &
yovad 262
yoval i G S FD 2 G
yeorern g B
LyedepF ey T eTenD FaT0
L DEIS: MenLD 5.9
Queira &G ped
&9
QU w r & gi o &

Garie %0

Y FESTIIDd USSLL

Quiiuren ey
GempiTemwd &0

Q@rigssmLD S
CLism gemio & )
QuUrgFrauresw &0
Quir gy Q& 6

UKD S FO Y
QuITIpHI ST . S EIFD.

2. F
Quren pijeni_spd B2

D19 uG ST LD &2.2
IGLE &0
155t corem r &G F i 6
QFrapssd FFO
Wwreortd 3=t
Qovsiyenr T H60 aro.
QUemrafer ID&AIT & D
auetis )il g 6v Fodkt
U IIemLD A
T PEE S HiGnT BeOLD
B2
avreT& piy -
al@r5G B rLbLIs &Y
o) ot QF LIS HEHr
a8t $ G LD SOEF
Ao § FTwismd  FE2
Qaiger T &
QaudssTemis A&
Qaugpaibs G &F WL Femin
FEF




Bm%@par ap o ib
g GuwrCrwi iyt ar




= B8 par

2 p S gmev—iimudoip

By 1 SLQEr U g
MEr ppse Cagpstsar wrg
LIS QT ApHHE D 60 (=)

SPOSE T LLQETETQE TR auredpPassr
oM QLFprey Gurefier. (2)
i tllens QuiBenssT wrewry. Ca i BT,
Bl SRarTp Qurn. (&)
Cavaor@gooGaieior Lremin udeorarly. GErbSIfd
Luirer® BG et udev, («)
L@ G Aamed&orujey Cerr afen paser
LLrmerCer yaspyfbgsri wrl @, (®)
Qur P %obsdlssrer QUTis Qurapds
Gepdlaragi EQarp arr. (ax)
ST EG DD uF6VCOT FTEOT MeiT GF T BSTHSE HeVEOTED
aperEsauled wrpm eofl g, (s7)
Y parifl wigewrer menCEIEFIIS HOMDT H
Bpary) 65 ewflg. (<)
Csrafled Qi pPlud ) @eaor e Gar Quiekr GewT & STer
SO auaThETE 3%, (om)
A pals QUEhSL. af Egiar BbsT i

B pas argQeyr suit. (=0)



TIRUKKURAL 3

CHAPTER 1 Praise of God

As the letter A is the first of all letters, so
the eternal God is first in the world. 1

What profit have those derived from learning,.
who worship not the good feet of Him who is
possessed of pure knowledge ? &

They who are united to the glorious feet of
Him who passes swiftly over the flower of the
mind, shall flourish long above all words. F

To those who are united to fhe feet of Him-
who is without desire or aversion, evil shall!
never come. 4.

The two-fold deeds that spring from darkness-
shall not adhers to those who delight in the
true praise of God. 5

Those shall long prosper who abide in the
faultless way of Him who has destroyed the
five desires of the senses. &

Anxiety of mind cannot be removed, except
from those who are united to the feet of him
who is without likeness. 7

None can swim the sea of vice, but those
who are united, to the feet of that gracious
‘boing who is a sea of virtue. 8

The head that worships not the feet of Him
-who is possessed of eight attributes, is profitless
as a sense without the power of sensation. 2

None can swim the great sea of births, but
those who are united to the feet of God. 1
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TIRURKURAL kig

CH. 2 The Excellence of Raim

Because by the continuance of rain the world
is presorved in existence, it is worbhy to ber
ealled ambrosia. 1

Rain produces food, and is itself food. 2

It the cloud withholding vain deceive (our
hopes) hunger will long give distress in the sea-
surrounded spacious world. F

. If the abundance of wealth-imparbing rain
diminish, the labour of the plcugh must cease. 4

Rain destroys; and on the other hand help-
ing, restores what it has destroyed; rain does

all hhi‘s. i
If no drop fall from the cloud, not a greem
blade of grass will be seen. ¢

Even the wealth of the side sea will be
diminished, if the cloud that has drawn (its
waters) up give them nob back again {in rain). 7

If the heaven dry up, neither yearly festivals,
nor daly worship will be offered in this world,
to the inhabitants of heaven, 8

If rain fall not, penance and alms-deeds wilk
not dwell within the spacious world. ‘ @
If it be said that the-duties of life cannot be:

discbarged by any person without water; so
without rain there cannot be the flowing of

water. 10
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TIRUKEURAL 7

.CH. 3 The Greatness of Ascetics

The clear sense of every treatise desires,
beyond all other excellence, the greatness of
those who, while abiding in the rule of conduct
peculiar to their state, have abandoned all desire. 1

To describe the measure of the greatness of
those who have forsaken the two-fold desire, is
like counting the dead. 2

The greatness of those who have discovered
the properbies of both states, of being, and
clothed themselves in virtue, shines forth in
this world, (beyond all others). 3

He who guides his five senses by the hook of
wisdom, will be a seed in the world of excellence. 4

Indran himself the king of the inhabitanta of
the spacious heaven is a sufficient proof of the
strength of him who has subdued his five senses. 5

The great will do bhose things which it is
diffcult to do ; the mean cannot do those things
which it ig diffieult to do. §]

The world is within the knowledge of him
who knows the properties of taste, sight, toueh,
hearing, and smell. 7

The hidden words of the men whose words
are full, will shew their greatness to the world. 8

The anger of those who have ascended the
mountain of goodness, though it continue but
for a moment, cannot be resisted.

The virtuous are truly called Andanar; because

in their conduct towards all creabures they are
clothed in kindness. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 9

CH. 4 The Power of Virtue

Virtue will confer heaven and wealth; what
greater source of ha.ppiness can man possess? 1

There can bse no greater source of good than
(the practice of) virtue; than the forgetfulness
of it, thers can be no greater source of evil. 2

As much as possible, ia every way, incessant-
ly practise virtue. 3

Whatever is done with a spotless mind is
virtue; all else ig vain show. 4

That conduet is virfue which is free {rom
these four things malice, desire, anger and bitter
speech.

Say not we will hereafter make choice (of
virtue); be virtuous now; in the hour of death,
she will be to you a deathlegs help.

You need not describs (in books) the eourse
of virtue; {point out to the sight) the bearer of
a palankeen and him who rides in jt. 7

He who suffers no day to pass unimproved,
bus {continually} does some good, such conduct,
will be a stone to stop the approach of other
births. 8

That pleasure only which flows from virtue is
pleasure ; all else is not pleasure, and it is
without praise. 9

That which it is meet to do is virtue; that
which it is meet to abandon is vice. 10
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TIRUREKURAL 11

CH. 5 The Domestic State

He will be called a {true) householder, who
is a firm support to the virtuous of the three
orders in their good path. 1

He will be said to flourish in domestic virbue
who aids the forsaken, the poor, and the dead. 2

The chief (duty of the householder) is bo
preserve the five-fold rule {of conduct) towards
the manes, the Gods, his guests, his relations,
and himsel. 3

His deseendants shall never {ail who, livingin
the domestic state, fears vice (in the acquisition
of property) and shares his food (with others). 4

If the married life possess love and virtue,
these will be both its duty and reward. 5
“‘What will he who lives virbuously in the
Jomestic state gain by going into the other
state ? 6
Among all those who labour {(for future happi-
ness) he is greatest whe lives well in the
household state. 7
The householder who, not swerving from
virtue, helps the ascetic in his way endures
anore than those who endure penance. 8
The matriage-state is truly called virbue.
“The other state is alsa gaod, if others do nob
wroproach it. 9
He who on earth has lived in the conjugal
state as he should live will be placed among the
«Gods who dwell in heaven. - - - 10
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TIRUEEURAL 13

CH. 6 The Virtue of a Wife

She who has the excellence of home viriues,
and can prudently expend the property of her
husband, is a belp in the domestic state. 1

If the wife be without domestic excellence,
whatever (other) greatness (be possessed in) the
conjugal state, it is nothing. 2

1f his wife be eminent (in virtue) what dogs
(that man) not possess? If she be without

excellence, what does (he) possess ? 3
What is more excellent than a wife, if she
possess the stability of chastity ? 4

She who does not worship God but who on
rising worships her husband, if she says let it
rain it will rain. ° 5

She is a wife who unweariedly guards herself,
takes care of her husband, and preserves an

unsullied fame. ) 6
What avails the guard of a prison? The
chief guard of woman is her chastity. 7

If women shew reverence to their husbands
they will obtain great excellence in the world
where the gods flourish. . 8

The man whose wife seeks nof the praise
(of chastity;) cannot walk with lion-like, stately
step, before those who revile him. 9

The excellence of a wife is the good of her
husband : and good children are the jewels of

10

that goodness.
2
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TIRUEEKURAL 15

CH. 7 On Obtaining Children

Among all the benefits that may be acquired,
we know no greater benefit than the acquisition
of intelligent children. 1

The evils of the seven births shall not touch
those who obtain children of a good disposition,
and free from vice- 2

Men will call their sons their wealth, because:
it flows to them through the deeds which they
perform on their behalf. 3

The rice in which the little hand of their
children has dabbled will ke far sweeter {5o the
parent) than ambrosia. 4

The touch of children gives pleasure to the
body, the sound of their voice is pleasure fo
the ear. 5

* The pipe is sweet, the lute is sweeb,” say
those who have not heard the prafttle of their
own children. 6

The benefit which a father should confer on
his son is to give him precedence in the
assembly of the learned. 7

It is pleasant to all the powerful creatures of
the great earth that their children should
possess more knowledge than themselves. 8

The mother who hears her son ealled * a
wise man’’ will rejoico more than she did at
his birth. 9

(So to act) that it may be said * by what
great penance did his father obtain him,” is the
benefit which a son should render to his
father. ) 10
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TIRUKKURAL -
CH, 8 - On Love

Is there any fastenming that can shuf in
love ? The sorrowful tear of the affectionate
will publish the love that is within. 1

Those who are destitute of love appropriate
all they have to themselves; but those who
possess love consider even their bones tc belong
to others. 21

They say that the union of soul and body in
man is the fruit of the union of love and virtue

(in a former birth). 3
Love begets desire; and that (desire) beget
the immeasurable excellence of friendship- 4

They say that the felicity of heaven and the
happiness (of earth) are the {ruit of virtue and

love (in the conjugal state)- 5}
The ignorant say that love is an ally to
virtue only, bub it is also a help to vice. 6

Virtue will burn up the soul which is without
love, even as the sun burns up the creature
which is without bone. 7

The domestic state of that man whose mind
is without love is like the flourishing of a
withered tree upon the hard desert.

What will all the external members {of the
body) avail those who are destitute of love, the
internal member of the body *? 9

That body which is the dwelling of a soul
came in the path of love: the body of those who
are without love is merely bone covered wibth
skin, 10
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TIRUKRURAL 19

CH. 9. On Hospitality

The whole design of living in the domestic
state and laying up (property) is (to be able) to
exercise the bensvolence of hospibality. 1

It is not fit that one should wish his guests
{0 be oubside (his house} even though he were
eating the food of immortality. 2

The fawmily of the man that daily entertains
the guests who come to him shall not be laid
waste by poverty. 3

Lakshmi with joyous mind shall dwell in the
house of that man who, with cheerful couunte-
nance, entertains the good as guests. 4

Is it necessary to sow seed in the fleld of the
man who, having feasted his guests, eats what
may remain ¢ 5

He who, having enterfained the guests that have
come, looks out for others who may yet come will be
a welcome guest to the inhabitants of heaven. 6

The advantages of benevolence cannot be
measured : the measure {of the virtue) of the
guests (entertained) is the only measure. 7

Those who have taken no part in the bene-
volence of hospitality shall (at length) lament

saying, “ We have Jaboured and laid up wealth
and are now without support.” 9
That stupidity which exercises no hospitality
ig poverty in the midst of wealthe It is the
property of the stupid- )
As the Apicham flower {ades in smelling, so
fades the feast when the faceis furned away-. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 21

CH. 10 On Sweetness of Speech

Sweet speech flows from love, is free from
deceit, and is the word of the mouth of the
virtuous. 1

Sweet speech with a cheerful countenance is
better than a gift made with a joyous mind- 2

Sweet speech, flowing from the heart,
(uttered) with a cheerful countenance and a
sweeb look is true virtue. - 3

Sorrow-increasing poverty shall not come
upon those who use in all cases pleasure-
increasing sweetness of speech.

Humility and sweetness of speech are the
ornaments of man, all others are not
{ornaments). . 5

If a man while seeking fo speak usefully,
speaks also sweetly, his sins will diminish and
his virtue increase. ' 6

That speech which, while imparting benefits,

ceases not to please will yield righteousness (for
this world) and merib (for the next world) 7

Sweet speech, free from meanness, will give
Pleasurs both in this world and in the next. 8

Why does he use harsh words who sees the
pleasure which sweet speech yields ? 9

To say disagreeable things when agresable
are at hand, is like eating unripe fruit when

there is ripe. 10
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TIRUKKTURAL 23
CH. 11 On Gratitude

The giflt of heaven and earth is not an
equivalent for a benefit which is conferred
where none had been received. 1

A favour conferred in the time of need, though
it be small (in itself,) is (in value) much larger
than the world. 9

Ii we weigh the excellence of a benefit which
is conferred without weighing the return, it is
larger than the sea. 3

Though the benefit conferred be as small as a
millet seed, those who know its advantage will
consgider it as large as a palmyra tree. 4

The benefit itself is not the measure of the
benefit ; the worth of those who have received
it is itis measure. 5

Forget not the benevolence of the blameless;
forsake not the {riendship of those who have
been your staff in adversity. 6

(The wise) will remembor throughout their
seven-fold births the love of those who have
wiped away the falling tear from their eye. 7

It is not good to forget a benefit: it is good
to forget an injury even in the moment (in
which it is inflicted). 8

Though one inflict an injury great as murder
it will perish before the thought of one benefit
(formerly) conferred. 9

He who has killed every virtue may yet
escape: there is no escape for him who has
killed a bencfit. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 25

CH. 12 On Equity

That equity which consists in acting with
equal regard to each of (the three) divisions of
men is a pre-eminent virtue.

The wealth of the man of rectitude will not
perish, but will bring happiness to his poste-
rity. 2

Forsake even in the moment (of acquisition)
that gain which though it should bring ad-
vantage is without equity. 3

The upright and the crooked may be known
by (the character of) their offspring.

Loss and gain come not without cause: it is
the ornament of the wise to preserve evenness
of mind (under both).

Tt him whose mind departing from equity
commits sin well consider thus with himself,
T shall perish.” , 6

The great will not regard as poverty the low
estate of that man who dwells in the virtue of
equiby. 7

To incline to neither side, bub to rest impar-
tial as the even fixed scale is the ornament of
the wise.

Freedom from crooked speech is rectitude
if it be accompanied by steady freedom {rom
crookedness within.

The true merchandize of merchants is to
guard and do by fhe things of others as they do

by their own. 10
3
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TIRUKKURAL C 27

CH. 13 On Self-Control

Self-control will place (a man) among the
gods ;—the want of it will drive (him) into the
thickest darkness (of hell). 1

Let self-control be guarded as a treasurs;
there is no greater source of good {for man than
that. 2

If & man, knowing that self-control is know-
ledge, in the appointed way control himself,
such self-control, known by the wise, will bring
distinction. 3

More lofty than a mountain. will be the
greatness of that man who, without swerving

from his proper state, controls himself. 4
Humility is good in all; but especially in the
rich it is (the excellence) of higher riches. 5

He who throughout one birth like a tortoise
keeps in his five senses will obtain happiness
throughout the sseven births.

Though you guard nothing else, guard your
tongue; as for those who do not guard i, their
words will be drawn into evil and they will

suffer distress. 7
Good will be changed into evil if (a man
speak) even one word of evil meaning. 8

The wound which has been burnt in by fire
may heal, but a wound burnt in by the tongue
will never heal. 9

Virtue seeking for an opportunity will come
into the path of that man who guards against
anger and has learnt to control himseli. 10
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TIRURKURAL 28,
CH. 14 Observance of the Properties of Life.

Proprieby of conduct leads to eminence;
therefore should it be preserved more carefully
than life. I

Let propriety of conduct be laboriously pre-
served and guarded; though one know and prac-
tise and excel in many virtues, that will be as
eminent aid- 2

Propriety of conduet is true greabtness of
birth; improper conduct will sink into a mean
birth. 3

A Brahmin though he should forget the
Veda may recover it by reading; but if he
fail in propriety of conduct even his high birth
will be destroyed. 4

Even as the envious man will be without
wealbh, so will the man destitute of propriety of
conduct be without greatness. 5

The firm in mind will not slacken in their
observance of the proprieties of life, knowing
the misery that flows from the transgression of

them.
From propriety of conduct men obbain greatpness:
from impropriety comes insufferable disgrace. T
Propriety of conduct is the seed of virtue -
impropriety will ever cause sorrow. 8
Those who study propriety of conduct wilk
not speak evil, even forgetfully- D

Those who know not how to act agreeably to
the world, though they have learnt many
things, are still ignorant. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 31
CH. 15 Against Desiring Another’s Wife

The folly of desiring her who is the property
of another will not be found in those who know (the
attributes of) virtue and (the rights of property.) 1

Among all those who stand on the outside of
virtue there are no greater fools than those who
stand outside their neighbour’s door. 2

Certainly they are no better than dead men
who desire evil towards the wife of those who
undoubtingly confide in them. 3

However great one may be, what does if avail
if without at all considering his guils he goes
unto the wife of another ? 4

He who thinks lightly of going unto the wife
of another acquires guilt that will abide with
him imperishably and for ever. 5

Hatred, sin, fear, disgrace: these four will never
leave him who goes in to his neighbour’s wife. (<]

He who desires not the womanhood of her
who should walk according to the will of ancther

will be praised as a virtnous house-holder. 7
- That noble manliness which looks not at the wife
of another is the virtue and dignity of the great. 8
Is it asked,  who are those who shall obtain
good in this world surrounded by the terror-
producing sea ?” Those who touch not the
shoulder of her who belongs to another- 9
Though a man perform no virbuous deeds and
commit (every) vice, it will be well if he desire
not the womanhood of her who is within the
limit (of the house) of another- 10
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TIRUKKURAL 33
CH. 16 On Patience

To bear with those who revile us even as the
earth bears up those who dig it is the first of
virtues. ' 1

Bear with reproach even when you can
retaliate ; but to forget it will be still bebter
than that. 2

To neglect hospitality is poverty of poverty-
To hear with the ignorant is might of might. 3

If you desire that greatness should never
feave, you preserve in your conduch the exercise
of patience. 4

(The wise) will not at all esteem the resent-
ful. They will esteem the patient even as the
gold which they lay up with care. 5

The pleasure of the resentful continues for a
day. The praise of the patient will continue
until (the world) passes away-. 6

Though others inflict injuries on you, yef
compassionating the sorrow (that will come
upon them) it will be well not to do to them
ary thing contrary to virtue. 7

Let a man by patience overcome those who
through pride commitb excesses. 8

Those who bear with the uncourteous speech
of the insolent are purer than ascebics.

Those who endure abstinence from food are
greab, next to those who endure ths uncourteous
apeech of others. 10
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TIRUKKURAL -35

CH. 17 Against-Envy

Let a man esteem that disposition which i is
free from envy in the same manner as proprletv
of conduct.

Amongst all attainable excellences there is
none equal o that of being free from envy
towards every one. 2

Of him who instead of rejoicing m th® wealth
of others, envies it, it will be said * he neither
desires virtue nor wealth.” 3

(The wise) knowing the misery that comes
from transgression will not through envy commit
unrighteous deeds. 4

. To those who cherish envy that is enough.
Though enemies fail (in their attempts) that
will bring destrucbion. 5

He who is envious at a gift {(made to another)
his relations and even his eclothing and his food
will utterly perish. ) 6

Lakshmi envying the prosperiby of the
envious man will depart and introduce her
sister to him. 7

The sinner’s envy will destroy (a man’s)
wesalth (in this world) and drive him into the
pit of fire (in the next world). 8

The wealth of a man of envious mind and the
poverty of an upright man will be pondered. 9

Nover have the envious bhecome great : never
have those who are fres from envy been withoub
greatness. : 10
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TIRUKKURAT o

CH. 18 Against Covetousness

If 2 mavn departing from equity covet the
property (of others) at that very time will his
family be destroyed and guilt be incurred 1

Those who blush at the want of equity will
not commit disgraceful acts through desire of
the profit that may be gained. %

Those who desire the higher joy will not act un-
justly through desire of the trifling joy (of this life.) B-

The wise who have conquered their senses
and are free from cr‘me will not covet (the
things of others), saying “ we are destitute.” %

What is the advanfage of extensive and
accurate knowledge if a man through covetous-
ness act senselessly toward all ?

' He who through desire of the favour (of Godj))
abides in the path (in which it may be obtained)s
if he covet (the property of others) and think of

evil methods (to obtain it) he will perish. ]
Desire not the gain of covetousness. In:the
enjoyment of its fruits there is no glory. v

‘Do you ask ‘' what is the indestructibility of
woealth?” It is to be free from coveting the
possessions of others. 8

Lakshmi knowing the manner (in which she
may approach) will immediately come to those
wise men who knowing that it is virbue coyet
not the property of others.

(Without regard of consequences) to covet
(the wealth of another) will bring destruction.
That greatness (of mind) whlch covets not will

give victory. 0
4
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TIRUKKURAL 3%
CH. 19 Againgt Backbiting.

Though one do not even speak of virtue and
hve in sin, it will be well if it be said of him
‘he does not backbite.” I
Deceitfully to smile (in another’s presence}
after having reviled him to his destruction
(behmd his back) is a greater evil than the
commission of (every other) sin and the destruc~
tion of (every) virtue. %
Death rather than life will confer upou the
deceitful backbiter the profit which (the
treatises on) virtue point ous- 3
Though you speak without kindness before-
another's face, speak not behind his hack words
which regard not the subsequent (guilt). 4
The emptiness of that man’s mind who
(merely) praises virtue will be seen from the
meanness of reviling another behind his back: 5

The character of the faults of that man .who
publishes abroad the faults of others will b&
sought out and published.

Those who know not with laughter- producmg
speech to live in friendship will separate friends
with division-producing speech. 7

What will those not do to strangers whose:
nature leads them to publish abroad the faults
of their intimate friends ? 9o

The world through charity supports ‘the
weight of those who, observing that others are
absent, speak reproachful words. g

If they observed their own faults as they
observe the faults of others would this evil of
backbiting still exist among men ? 10
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TIRUKEURAL 4
CH. 20 Against Profitless Conversation

He who, to the disgust of many, speaks useless,
things will be despised by all. 1

To speak useless things in the presence of
many is a greater évil than to do unkind things
towards friends. 2

That conversation in which a man utters
forth useless things will say of him “he is
without virtue.” 3

The words without profit or pleasure which &
man speaks with many persons will have neo
union with virtue and will remove him from
goodness. 4

If the good speak vain words their eminence
and excellence will leave them. .5

Call not him a man who parades forth
empty words. Call him the chaff of men. 6

If you will speak fhings withous excellence
speak them. It will be well for the wise not 6o
spoak useless things. ) 7

The wise who seek for great advantage wilk
not speak words that have not much profit. 8

Those wise men who are without faults and
_are freed from ignorance will not even forget-
fully speak things that cabnot profit. g

If you speak, speak what is useful. If you
spea.k speak not useless words." 10
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TIRUKKURAL 43
CH. 21 On the Fear of Sin

The evil will not fear — the excellent will
fear the pride of sin. 1

Because evil produces evil therefore should
evil be feared more than fire. 2

To do no evil even to enemies will be called
the chief of all the virtues- 3

Even through {orgeffulness meditate not the
ruin of another. Virtue will meditate the ruin

of him who thus meditates- 4
Commit not evil, saying, “I am poor:’’; if
you do you will become poorer still. 5

Let him not do evil to others who desires nob
that sorrows should pursue himself. 6

However great be the enmity men have
incurred, they may live. The enmity of sin will
incessantly pursue and kill. 7

Destruction will dwell at the heels of those
who commit evil even as their shadow that
leaves them not. 8

If & man love himself, let him not commit
any tin however small. 9

Know ye that he is freed from destruction
who eommits no evil, going to neither side of
the right path. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 45
CH. 22 On Benevolence

Benevolence seeks not a return. What does
the world give back to the clouds ? 1
To exercise benevolence towards the worthy is the
whole design of Jabouring and acquiring property. 2
It is difficult $o obtain another good equal to
benevolence either in the world of the gods or
in this world. 3
He truly lives who knows (and discharges) the
proper duties (of benevolence). He who knows
them not will be reckoned among the dead. 4
The wealth of that man of eminent know-
ledge who desires (to exercise the benevolence
approved of in) the world is like the full waters
of a city tank. 5
The wealth of a man (possessed of the virtue)
of benevolence ig like ripening of a fruitful tree
in the midst of a town. 6
Wealth is like a tree which as a medicine is
an infallible cure for disease, if it be in the
possession of a man who has the great excel-
lence (of benevolence). 7
The wisse who know what is duty will not
diminish their benevolence even when they are
without wealth. 8
To be in sorrow through inability, to perform
the benefita which should be performed is the
poverty of a beneveolent man- - 9
If it be said that loss will result from bene-
volence such loss is worth bem procured ‘ by
the sale of one’s self. -10
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TIRUREKURAL 47
CH. 23 On Alms.Deeds

To give to the destitute is true charity. All
other gifts have the nature of (what is done for)
a measured return. 1

To beg is evil, even though it were said that
it is a good path (to heaven). To give is good,
even though it were said that those who do so
cannot obtain heaven. 2

(Even in a low state) not to adopt the mean
expedient of saying ~ I have nothing,” but to
give is the characteristic of fhe man of noble birth. 8

To see men begging from us is disagreeabls,
antil we see the pleasant countenance of those
who beg- 4
. The power of those who perform penance is
the power of enduring hunger. It is inferior to
the power of those who remove the hunger (of
. others).

The removal of the killing hunger of the poor
is the place for one to lay up his wealth. 6

The fiery disease of hunger shall never touch him
who habitually distributes his food to others. 7

Do the hard-eyed who lay up and lose their
possessions not Lknow the happiness which
springs from the pleasure of giving ? 8

Solitary and unshared eating for the sake of
fullness of riches is certainly much more joyless
than begging- 9

Nothing is more joyless than death : vet even

that is joyful where charity cannot be exer- -
<cised. 10
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TIRUEKURAL 49
CH. 24 On Praise

By giving live with praise. There is no
greater profit to man than that. 1

Whatsoever is spoken in the world wiil abide
a8 praise upon that man who gives one alms to
the poor. 2

Ther9 is nothing that stands forth in the
world imperishable, except fame, exalted in
solitary greatness. 3

If one has acquired extensive fame within the
limits of the earth the world of the gods will
no longer praise the gods. 4

Prosperous destruction and living death will
abide with none but the illustrious. 5

If you appear (in this world) appear with
fame. For those who are destitute of it will be
better not to be born than to be born. 6-

Why do those who live without praise grieve
dphose who despise them, though they do not

grieve themselves. 7
Not to beget fame will be esteemed a disgrace
by ‘all who are in the world. 8

The ground which supports a body without
fame will diminish the reproachless riches of
its produce- 9

Those live who live without disgrace. Those

who live without fame live nots 16
5
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TIRUKRURAL 5L

CH. 25 Mercy

The wezalth of kindness is wealth of wealth;
the wealth of property is possessed by the
basest of men, as well ag (by the good). 1

(Stand) in the good path, consider, and be kind;
although you may perfectly study the rules of many
different (sects), that (kindness) will be your best
aid, {in the acquisition of heavenly bliss). 2

They will never enter the world of darkness and
wretchedness whose minds are the abode of kindness. 8

(The wise) say that the evils, which his soul would
dread, will never come upon the man wha exercises
kindness and protects the life (of other creatures). 4

This great rich earth, over which the wind:
blows, is a witness that sorrow never comes
upon she kind-hearted. 5

(The wise) say that, those, who neglect kindness and
practise cruelties, neglected virtue (in their former
birth),and forgot (the sorrows which they musb suffer).6-

As this world is not for those who are with-
out wealth, so, that world is not for those who
are without kindness. 7

Those who are without wealth may, at some
future sime, become prosperous ; those who are
destitute of kindness are utterly destitute; for
them there is no change. ;

If you consider the virtue of him who is
without kindness it is like the perception of the
Trus Being by him who is without wisdom. 9

When & man is about to rush upon those
who are weaker than himself, let him remember
how he has stood {trembling) before those who
are stronger than himself. 10



@ BoEGmar
o f. o L] 6D 60T 10 1) & 5 6%

EST @I QUBSE PSS SreTI9 FrepedTLITST
STBIEIQT D@, LDAsaT, (%)

Qur@srr & Guirpmsris Bendd wemerTL &
BB 16T BT L E @, (2)

ven Qarein i QpgsFbCUr erdrgrésr Qerer
2L GO ILJ G LT LDGITLD, [medr

YOIV FuirQsefip Qs reewrenn Qarpsd
Qurgsree Faigyer iere, (#)

2 ST TR L[STaT G 618D gy edor evor
T @SN QFUT Foroy, (®)

Ser pRlur@irp Gersveor geoGseflar wWr@h
B QUL ST pmatr fs. (#)

2_sremens CayehrGLb Lieor gysd 19 4@ g r vt pesr
4 &1 SO UG T QT TL Gt pRIT, (7).

Ceudflp pedl9Ats sri Suwir (7 500 G

e U9 B pI M5 wy s, (<)
EQFETE Srudrid Casli 6 Gleyar,mssr
L UITGFD S 51T CVEID BT 1. (%)

CESTHNTRT Y078 G TS smEs 111G
sTetedT audmn Gsrapib, {50)



TIRUKKURAL 53
CH. 26 Abstinence from Flesh

How can he be possessed of kindness, who,
to inerease his own flesh, eats the flash of ot;her
(creatures). 1

As those possess no property who do not take care
of it, so those possess no kindness who feed on flesh. 2

Like the (murderous) mind of him who carries
a weapon (in his hand), the mind of him who
leasts with pleasure on the body of another
(creature), has no 1ega.1d for goodness. 3

.Is it asked what is kinduness and its opposite ?
Tt is the preservation of life, and its destruction-
(Therefore) it is not right to eat that fesh,
(from which life has been taken away)- 4

Not to eat flesh contributes to the continu-
ance of life; therefore if a man eat flesh, Hell
will not open its wouth (to let him escaps oub,
after he has fallen in). 5

If you say that the world does not destroy
life for the purpose of eating, {then} po one

would sell flesh for the sake of money. 6
Since the wise consider flesh as the (unclean)
uleer of a body, let it not be eaten- 7

The wise, who have freed themselves from
 mental delusion, will not eat the flesh which
has been severed from an animal- 8
Not to kill and eat (the flesh of) an animal, is
better than the pouring forth of ghee in a

. thousand sacrifices. 9
All creatures will join their bands togetber,
and worship him who has pever taken away

_ life, nor eaten flesh. ¢
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TIRUKEURAL b5
CH. 27 On Austerities

The nature of religious discipline consists, in
the endurance (by the ascetic) of the sufferings
~which it brings on himself, and in abstaining
from giving pain to others- 1
Austerities can only be borne, and their hene-
fits enjoyed, by those who have practised them
(in a former birth) it will be useless for those who have
not done so, to altempt to practise them (now). 2
It is to provide food for the ascetics who have ab-
andoned (the desire of earthly posession) that other
persons have forgotten {to practise) austerity (tapas)? 8
If (the ascetic) desire the destruction of his
enemies, or the aggrandizement of his friends, it
will be effected by (the power of his austerities. 4
Religious discipline is practised in this world,
beeause it secures the attainment of whatever
one may wish to enjoy (in the next world). 5
Those discharge their duty who perform
austerities; all others accomplish their own
destruction, through the entanglement of the
desire (of riches and sensual pleasure). 6
Bright as gold which bas been purified in the
fire will those shine, who have endured the

burning of pain tin frequent austerities). 7
All other creatures will worship him who has
attained the control of his own soul. 8

Those who have attained the power which
the religious discipline confers, will be able to
pass the limit of Yama (the God of death). 9

Because tbere are few who practise austerity
and many who do not, there are many destitute
{and few rich men in the world). 10
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TIRUKKURAL 57
CH. 28 On Inconsistent Conduct

The five elements of his body will laugh
within him, at the feigned conduct of the deceitful
minded man.

What avails an appearance (of sanctity) high
as heaven, if the mind suffer (the indulgence) of
conscious sin ? ; 2

The assumed appearance of power, by a man who
has no power (to restrain his senses and perform
austerity), is like a cow feeding on grass covered
with a tiger's skin. 3

He who hides himself under the mask of an
ascetic and commits sins, is like a sportsman
who conceals himself in the thicket to catch birds. 4

' The false conduet of those who say they have
renounced all desire will one day bring them
gorrows that will make then cry out, ‘Oh! what
have we done, what have we done! 5

Amongst living men there are none so hard-
hearted as those who, without forsaking desire
in their heart, falsely take the appearance of
those who have forsaken (it). 6

(The world) contains persons whose outside
appears (as fair) as the red berry of the Abrus (Kunri),
but whose inside is as black as the nose of that berry.7

There are many men of masked conduct, who
perform their ablutions, and make a show of
gteatness, while their mind is defiled (with guilt). 8

As, in its use, the arrow is crooked, and the
curved lute is straight; so by their deeds, (and
not by their appearance) let (the uprightness or
orookedness of) men be estimabed. 9

There is no need of a shaven crown, nor of tangled
hair, if a man abstain from those deeds which the
wise have condemned. 10
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TIRUEKURAL 59
CH. 29 Against Fraud

YLet him, who desires not to be despised, keep
bis mind from (the desire of) defrauding anobher
of the smallest thing. 1

Even thought (of sin} in sin: think not then
of craftily stealing the property of another. 2

The property which is acquired by fraud, will
pass all bounds and perish, even while it seems
to increase. 3

The eager desire of defrauding others, when it
has brought forth its {ruit, will produce undying
SOTTOW. 4

The study of kindness, and the attainment of
love (to it), is not with those who watch for
another’s fmgetfulness through desire of his

property. 5
They cannot walk sheadfashmly, according to
rule, who eagerly desire to defraud others- 6

That black knowledge which is called fraud,
is not in those who desire that greafness which
is called rectitude-

Deceit dwells in the mind of those who are

conversant with fraud, even as virbus in the
minds of those who are conversant with recti-
tude- 8

Those, who are acqu&mted with nothing but
fraud, will perish in the very commission of
transgression- 9

Even their body will fail the fradulent; but
even the warld of the gods will not fail those
who are free from fraud- .. 10
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TIRUEKURAL 61
CH, 30 On Truthfulness

Is it asked what is truth'? It is the speaking
of such words as are without the least degree

of evil (to others}- 1
ilven falsehood has the nature of truth, if it
confer a benefit that is free from fault- 2

Lot not a man knowingly tell a lie; for after
he has told the lie, his mind will burn him
(with the memory of his guilt). 3

He, who in his conduct preserves a mind free
from deceit, will dwell in the minds of all men. 4

He, who speaks truth with his heart, is
superior to those who makp gifts and practise
austerities. 5

There is no praise like the praise of never
uttering a falsehood without giving any suffer-
ing; it will lead to every virtue. 6

If s man has the power to abstain from
falsehood, to abstain from falsehood, (I say;)
then, though he practiss no other virtue, (ven)
though he practise no other virtue, it will be
with him. 7

Purity of body is produced by water; purity
of mind comes from truthfulness. 8

AH lamps are not lamps ; the lamp of truth is
the lamp of the wise. * g

Amidst all that we bave seen (described) as
real (excellence), there is nothing so good as

10

truthfulness.
6
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TIRGKEURAL 63
CH. 31 Against Anger

He restrains his anger who restrains it when
it can injure; when it cannot injure, what does
it matter whether he restrain it. or does nob
restrain 1t ¢ 1

Anger is bad, even when it cannot injure;
when it can ipjure, there is no greater evil. 2

Forget anger, towards every one; fountains
of evil come from it. 3

Is there a greater enemy thaun anger, which
kills both laughter and joy ? 4

If a man would guard himself, let him guard
against anger ; if he do not guard it, anger will
kill him. H

The fire of anger will burn up the pleasant
raft of friendship. 6

Destruction will come upon him who regards.
anger as & good thing, as surely as the hand of
him who strikes the ground will not fail- 7

Though one commib things againsé you as.
painful (to bear) as if a bundle of fire had
been thrust upon you; if it be possible not to-
be angry, it will be well. 8

If a man never indulges anger in his beart,

he will at once obtain all he has thought of- 9

Those, who give way to excessive anger, are

no better than dead men; but those, who are
freed from apger, are equal to those who are

freed (from death). 10
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TIRUKKURAL. a5
CH. 32 Against Inflicting Suffering

It is the determination of the spotless not to
give sorrow to others, although they could
obtain (by it) the wealth, which eonfers
greatness- : 1

It is the determination of the spotless not to
do evil in return even to those who have been
at enmity with and done evil to them. 2

If a man inflict suffering even on those who
hate bhim, without having been injured by
him, it will alterwards give him irremovable
BOITOW- 3

The (proper) punishment of those who have
done evil (to you), is to put them to shame by
showing great kindness to them. 4

‘What benefit has he derived from his know-
ledge, who does not endeavour to keep off pain

from another as much as from himself ¢ 5
Let not a man consent to do those things to
another which he knows will give sorrow-. 6

It is the chief (of all virtues) not knowingly
to do mean things, in the least degree, at any
time towards any person-

Why does a man inflict upon others those
sufferings, which he has found by experience
are sufferings to himself ¢ 8

If a man inflict sorrow upon others in the
morning, sorrow will come upon him in the
evening, unsought.

Every sorrow will come upon those who give
pain to others; therefore those, who desire to
be free from sorrow, give no pain to others. 10



& BmE@ T
P mE Garaarmn

8 pailer wr@aeflpH Qareerenw Csrmed
19 pafi&ar QeI TH SHLD. (=)

UGS ZRT® gl Crrbys grleorit
Carassapay Qersdeors . (2)

REMSE BHNDG QF TVETEHLD LD DG
SBrE T @UIiITenn BT Q. (=)

sevenr @ pariiGa Buir@sefiar wrGsrer b
Qaraarom @ap G5 («)

DGR BFsr@m Goraars Q& ridiighfs
GETewTans @yparer . (®)

Qarevarens QGupHGErawGLrapGerar g
QFHOT GuT BT TB B D [Brer@um
sorepdi Sl suey QEliwips Broridp

Berendi £3gtb . ()

.maér@}@ 1r7é&h QUAQ seflleues FraTCmrégs
Q& TIT M@ WTrSEh FewL., (=)

Qartaetlorw rr@w résor ySved @i
yrenn Qrfleur rag . ()

2 GLEE ef BT Qrery Qeudmeibg b
QEDRTIE erpdens waur, {s0)



TIRUKXKURAL 67

CH. 33 Against Destroying Life

Is it asked, what is the sum of all virbuous
conduct ? It is, never to destroy lifec On the
‘contrary (the destruction of life} leads to every
avil deed. 1

The chief of all (the virtues) which authors
have summed up, is to eat of food that has besen
shared with others, and to preserve the mani-
told life of other creatures- 2

Not to destroy life, is the one (great) good:
mext in goodness to that, is freedom from falsehood. 8

Is it asked what is the good way? It is the
path which considers how it may avoid kllhng
any creature.

_ Of all those who, fearing the permanence (of
earthly births), have abandoned desirs, he is the
chief who, fearing (the guilt of) murder, con-.
giders how he may avoid the destruction of life- 5

Yama, the destroyer of life, will not atback
life-time of him, who acts under the debtermi-
mnabion never to destroy life. 6

Liet no one do that which would destroy the
Jife of another altheugh he should lose his own life. 7

The advantage which might flow from des-
¢roying life is dishonourable to the wise, even
although it should be said to be great and good- 8

Men who destroy life are base men, in the
wwstimation of those who know the nature of
meanness. 9

(The wise) will say that men of diseased
bodies, who live in degradation and in poverty,
are those who separated the life from the body,
of animals (in & former birth). 10
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TIRUKKURAL 69
CH. 34 Instability

That contemptible opinion, which considers
those things to be enduring which are not
enduring, is dishonourable (to the wise). 1

The acquisition of wealth is like the gather-
ing together of an assembly for dancing; its
expenditure is like the breaking up of that
assembly. 2

Wealth is perishable ; let those who obtain it
immediately practise those (virtues) which are
imperishable. 3

Time, which shows itself (to the ignorant) as
if it were something (veal), in the estimation of
the wise is {only) a saw which cuts down life. 4

Let virbuous deeds be done guickly, before the

hiceup comes making the tongue silent. 5
This world possesses the greatness of one
who yesterday was and to-day is not. 6

Innumerable millions of thoughts oceupy the
mind of (the unwise), who know not that they
shall live another momaent. 7

The love of the soul to the body is like (the
love of) a bird to its egg which it flies away
from and leaves empty. 8

Death is like sleep; birth is like awaking
from sleep. g9

1t seems as if the soul, which takes shelter in
& body, had not attained a home- 10
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TIRUEKURAL 71,
CH. 35 On Renunciation

Whatever thing, whatever thing (I say), a
man has renounced; by that thing, by thak
thing (I say), he cannot suffer pain. 1

After & man has renounced (all things), there
will etill be many things in this world (which
he may desire); if he should desiré these, let
bim, while it is time, abandon (that desire). 2

Liet the five senses be destroyed; and at the
same time, let everything be abandoned that
(tho ascetic) has (formerly) desired. 3

To be altogether destitute is the proper
condition of those who perform austerities; if
they possess anything; it will change (their
resolution) and bring back confusion of mind. 4

What means the addition of other things o
those who are attempting to cut off (future) births,
when even their body is too much (for them) ? 5

He who destroys the pride which says "1
““mine,” will enter a world which is even above

the gods- 6
Sorrows will never let go their hold of those
who give not up their hold of desire. 7

Those who have entirely renounced (all things
and all desires) have obtained (absorption into
God) ; all others wander in confusion, entangled
in the net of {many) births. 8

At the moment in which desire hag been
abandoned, (other) births will be cut off; when
that has not been done, instability will be seen. 9

Desire the desire of Him who is without desire;
in order to renounce desire, desire that desire. 10
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TIRUERURAL 73
CH. 36 True Knowledge

Tnglorious births are produced by the con-
fusion (of mind) which considers those things
to be real which are not real- 1

A clear, undimmed vision (of things) will
deliver its possessors from the darkness (of future
births), and confer the feliciby {of heaven). 2

Heaven is nearer than earth to those men of
purified minds who ave freed from doubt. 3

Even those who have all the knowledge
which can be attained by the five senses, will
derive no benefit from it, if they are withoub a
¥nowledge of bhe true nature of things. 4

(True) knowledge is the percaption concerning
everything of whatever kind, that that thing is
the true thing. 5

They, who in this birth have learned o know
the True Being enter the road which returns
not into this world. 6

T.et it not be thought that there is another birth
for the mind which, having thoroughly considered
{all it has been taught), has known the True Being. 7

True knowledge consists in the removal of
ignorance, which is (the cause of) births, and
the perception of the True Being who is (the
bestower of) heaven. &

He, who so lives as to know Him who is the
support of all things and abandons all desire, will be
freed from the evils which would otherwise cleave to
him and destroy (his efforts after absgorption). 9

It the very names of these three things, desire,
anger, and confusion of mind, be destroyed, then will
also perish the evils (which flow from them). 10
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TIRUKKURAL V1Y
CH 37 The Destruction of Desire

(The wise) say that the seed, which produces
unceasing births, at all times, to all creatures,
ig desire. 1

If anything be desired, freedom from births
should be desired ; that (freedom from births)
will be attained by desiring to be without
desire- 2

There is in this world no excellence equal to
freedom from desire; and even in that world,
there is nothing like it. : 3

Purity of mind consists in freedom from
desire; and that (freedom from desire) is the
fruit of the love of truth. 4

They are said to be free who are freed from desire;
all others (who, whatever else they may be free
from, are not freed from desire) are not thus free. &

It is the chief duty of an ascetic to watch
against desire with (jealous) fear; for it has
power to deceive (and destroy)- 6

1t o man thoroughly cut off all desire, the
deeds, which confer immortality, will come to
him, in the path in which he seeks them. 7

There is no sorrow to those who are withouf
desire; buf, whare that is, (sorrow) will inces-
santly come, more and more. ] 8

FEven while in this body, joy will never deparé
from the mind, in which desire, that sorrow of
sorrows, has been destroyed. 9

The removal of desire, whose nabture it is
never to be satisfied, will immediately confer a
nature that.can never be changed. 10
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TIRUEEURAL ¥
CH. 38 On Fate

Perseverance comes from a prosperous fate,
and idleness from an adverse fate. 1
An adverse fate produces folly, and a prosper-
ous fate produces enlarged knowledge. %
Although (a man) may study the most
polished treatises, the knowledge which fate
has decreed 5o him will still prevail. 3
There are (through fate) two different natures
in the world ; hence the difference (observable in:
men) in (their acquisition cof) wealth, and in
their attainment of knowledge. 4
In the acquisition of property, everything
favourable becomes unfavourable, and (on the
other hand) everything unfavourable becomes
favourable (through the power of fate.) 5
Whatever is not conferred by fate cannot be
preserved, although it be guarded with mosb
painful care; and that, which fate has made
his, cannot be lost, although one should under-
take to throw it away. 6
Even those who gather together millions will
only enjoy them, as it has been determined by
the Disposer (of all things)- 7
The destitute will renounce desire (and become
ascetics), if fate do not make them suffer the hind-
rances to which they are liable, and they pass away. &
How is it that those, who are pleased with
good fortune, trouble themselves when evil
comes, (since both are equally the decree of fate) 2 @
What is stronger than fate? If we think of
an expedient (to avert it), it will itself be with/
us before (the thought). : 10
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TIRURKKURAL 79
CH. 39 On Kingly Excellence

He who possesses these six things, an army,
a people, wealth, ministers, friends, and a fort-
ress, is & lion among kings. 1
Never to fail in these four things, fearless-
ness, liberality, wisdom, and energy, this is the
kingly character. 2
Vigilance, learning and bravery, these three
things, should never be absent from the ruler of
a country. ’ 3
He is a king who, with manly modesty,
swerves not from virtue and refrains from vice. 4

He is a king who is able to acquire (wealth),
to lay it up, to guard, and to distribute it. 5
The whole world will exalt the country of the
king who is easy of access, and whose words
are without harshness. 6
The world will praise and submit itself to the
mind of the king who is able to give with
affability, and to protect all who come to him.7
That king will be esteemned a god among
men, who performs his own duties, and pro-
tects (his subjacts). 8
The whole world will dwell under the
umbrella of the king who can bear words that
embitber the ear. 9
Hoe is the light of kings who has these four
things, beneficience, benevolence, rectitude, and
oare for his people. 10
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TIRCKKURAL 81
CH. 40 On Learning

Liet a man learn thoroughly whatever he may
learn, and let his conduct be worthy of his
learning. 1

Letters and numbers are the two eyes of
man. 2

The learned are said to have eyes, but the
unlearned have(merely) two soresin their face. 3

It is the part of the learned ta give joy to
those whom they meet, and on leaving, to make
them think ' Oh, when shall we meet them
again.” 4

The unlearned are inferior to the learned,
before whom they stand begging, as the desti-
tute before the wealthy. 3

Water will flow from a well in the sand in
proportion to the depth to which it 1s dug, and
knowledge will flow from a2 man in proportion
to his learning. 6

How is it that any one can remain without
learning, even until his death, when (to the
learned man) every country is his own (country),
and every tosn his own (town). 7

The learning, which a man has acquired in
one birth will yield him pleasure during seven
births. 8

The learned will long (for more learning),
when they see that while it gives pleasurs to
themselves, the world also derives pleasure
from it. 9

Learning is the true imperishable riches; all
other things are not riches- 10
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TIRUKKURAL 83
CH. 41 On the Neglect of Learning

To speak in an assembly (of the learned)
without fullness of knowledge, is like playing at
chess (on a board) without sauares. 1

The desire of the unlearned to speak (in an
assembly), is like a woman wisthout breasts
desiring (the enjoyment of) womanhood. 2

The unlearned also are very excellent men, if
they know how to keep silence before the
loarned. 3

Although the wnatural knowledge of an un-
learned man may be very good, the wise will

not attend to it. 4
The self-conceit of an unlearned man will

fade a.way, as soon as he speaks in an assembly

(of the learned)- 5

The unlearned are like worthless barren
land ; all that can be said of them is, that they
exist. 6
The beauty and goodness of one who is
destitute of knowledge by the study of great
and exquisite works, is like (the beauty and
goodness) of a painted earthen doll. 7

Wealth, gained by the unlearned, will give
more sorrow tham the poverty which may come
upon the learned. 8

The unlearned, though born in a high caste,
are not equal in dignity $o the learned, though
they may have been born in a low caste. 9

As beasts by the side of men, so are other
men by the side of those who are learned in

celabrated works. i0
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TIRUKRURAL 85
CH. 42 On Hearing (Instruction)

Wealth gained by the ear is wealth of
wealth ; that wealth is the chief of all wealth. 1

When there is no food for the ear, give a
little also to the stomach. 2

Those who in this world enjoy instruction
which is the food of the ear, are equal to the
gods, who enjoy the food of the sacrifices. 3

Although a man be without learning, let him
listen (to the teaching of the learned); that
will be to him a stafl in adversity. 4

The words of the good are like a staff in a
slippery place. 5
Tet a man listen, never so little, to good
instruction : even that will bring him greab
dignity. 6
Not even when they have imperfectly under-
stood (a matter), will those men speak foolishly,
who have profoundly studied and diligently
listened (to ingtruction). 7

The ear which has not been bored by in-
struction although it hears, is deaf.

It is a rare thing to find modesty of speech,
with those who have not received choice
instruction. 9

What does it mabter whether those men live
or die, who can judge of tastes by the mouth,
and not by the ear ? 10

8
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TIRUEKURAL 87
CH. 43 On Wisdom

Wisdom is a weapon to ward oft destruction ;
it is an inner fortress which enemies canunot
destroy- 1

Not to permit (the mind) to go where it lists,
to keep it from evil, and to employ it in good,
this is wisdom. 2

To discern the truth in every thing, by whom-
soever spoken, thig is wisdom. 3

To speak so that the meaning may easily
enter (the mind of the heaver); and to discern
the subtlest thought (which may lie hidden) in
the words of others ; this is wisdom 4

To secure the iriendship of the great is true
wisdom ; it is (also) wisdom to keep (that
{riendship unchanged, and) not opening and
closing {like the lotus-flower).

To live as the world lives, this is wisdom. 6

The wise are those who know beforehand
what will happen ; those who do not know this
ars the unwise- 7

Not to fear what ought to be feared, is folly ;
it is the work of the wise to fear what should
be feared. 8

No terrifying calamity will happen to the
wise, who (foresee and) guard against coming
evils. 9

Those who possess wisdom, possess every
thing; those who bave not wisdom, whatever
they may possess, have nothing. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 89
CH. 44 On the Correction of Faults

Truly great is the excellence of those (kings)
who are free from pride, anger, and lust. 1

Avarice, undignified pride, and low pleusnre
are faults in a king- 2

Those who fear guilt, if they commit a fault
small as a millet seed, will consider it to be as
large as a palmyra tree- 3

Guard against faults as a matber (of great
consequence) ; for faults are a deadly enemy- 4

The prosperity, of him who does not timely
guard agaiust faults, will perish like straw
before fire- 5

What fault will remain, in the king who has
put away his own evils, and looks after the
evils of others- 6

The -wealth of the avaricious man, who does
not expend it for the purposes for which he
ought to expend it, will waste away and not
continue- 7

(avipping avarice is not to be reckoned as one
among other faults; (it stands alone—greater

than all) 8
TLet not a king praise himsell, at any time;
let him not desire to do useless things. 9

If (a king) enjoys privately the things which
he desires. the desigus of his enemies will be
useless. 10
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TIRUREURAL . sl
CH. 45 On Procuring the Aid of Great Men

Let a king ponder well ibs value, and secure
the friendship of men of virtue and of mature
knowledge- 1

Let (a king) procure and kindly care for men
who can overcome difficulties when they oceur,
and guard against them before they happen. 2

To cherish great men and make them his own,
is the most difficult of all difficult things. 3

So to act as to make those men, his own,
who are greater tham himself, is of all power
the highest. 4

As a king must use his ministers as eyes (in
managing his kingdom), let him well examine
their character and qualifications before he
engages them- 5

There will be nothing left for enemies to do,
against him who has the power of acting (30 as
to 'secure) the fellowship of worthy men- 6

Who are great enough to destroy him who
- rules over servauts that (have power to) rebuke

him ¢ 7

The king, who is without the guard of men
who can rebuke him, will perish, even though
there be no one to destroy him-

There can be no gain to those who have no
capital ; and there ean be no permanence to
those who are without the support of ad-
herents. 9

It is tenfold more injurious to abandon the
friendship of the good, than to incur the hatred
‘af the many. 10
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TIRUERURAL 93
CH. 46  Against Associating with Evil Persons

(True) greatness fears the society of the base ;
it ig only the low-minded who will regard them
as friends. 1

As water changes (ite nature) from the nature
of the s0il (in which it Bows), so will the
characker of men resemble the character of their
associabes- 2

The power of knowing is from bthe mind;
{but) from a man’s associabes will be determined
what sort of man he is- 3

The knowledge of a man, while it appears fo
be from hismind is (really) from his associates- 4

Chaste campahy is the staff on which come
thage two things, purity of mind and purity of
sonduch 5

To the pure-minded there will be a good
posterity ; by those whose associates are pure,
no deeds will be done that are not good- 6

Goodness of mind will give wealth, and good
society will bring all praise, to men- 7

Altbough they may have great (natural)
goodness of mind, yet good society is an advan-
tage to the wise- 8

Fature bliss is (the result) of goodness of
mind ; apd even this acquires sbrength from
the society of the good- 9

There is no greater help than the compapy

of the good; there is no greater source of
sorrow thao the company of the wicked. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 95
CH. 47 On Acting with Fore-thought

Let a man reflect on what will be lost, what
will be acquired, and (from these) what will
be his ultimate gain, and (then, let him) act. 1

There. is nothing too difficult to (be attained
by) those who, before they act, reflect well
themselves, and thoroughly consider (the
matter) with chosen friends. 2

Wise men will not, for the sake of profit,
undertake works that will consume their principal. 8

Those who fear reproach will not commence
any thing which has pot been (thoroughly
considered) and made clear to them. 4

One way to promote the prosperity of an
enemy, is (for a king) to set out (6o war) witk-
out having thoroughly weighed his ability (to
cope up with its chances)- 5

He will perish who does what it is not fit to
do; and he also will perish who doses not do
what it is fit to do. 6

Think (first, and then) begin your work;
after you have begun, to say, “let us cousider,”’
is a reproach- 7

The work, which is not done by suitable
methods, will fail although many stand up to
protect it- 8

There are [ailures even in acting weli, when it
is done without knowing the various dispositions
of men. g

Let a man reflect, and do things which bring
no reproach the world will not approve, with him,
of things, which should not be approved ofs 10
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TIRUKKURAL a7

‘CH. 48 On the Knowledge of Resources

Let (a king) weigh well the strength of the
deed (he purposes to do); (let him consider) his
own strength, the strength of his enemy and the
strength of the allies (of both) and then let him act. 1

There is nothing which may not be accom-
plished by those who, before they attack (an
enemy), make themselves acquainted with their
own sbility, and with whatever else is (needful) to be
known, and apply themselves wholly to their object. 2

There are many who, ignorant of their (want
of) power (to meet it), have haughtily set oub
to war, and broken down in the midst of it. 3

He will quickly perish who, ignorant of the
measure (of his resources), flatters himself
(with an idea of his greatness) and does not live

in peace with his neighbours. 4
The wheel of a bandy loaded only with peacocks’
feathers will break, if it be greatly overloaded, 5

There will be an end to his life who, having climb-
ed out to the end of a branch, ventures to go further. &
Let s man know the measure of his ability
(to give), and let him give accordingly; such
giving is the way to preserve his property- 7
Even though the income (of a king) be small, it
will be no loss (to him), if his outgoings be not large. 8
The prosperity, of him who lives without knowing
the measure (of his property), will vanish away and
perish, even while it seems to continue. 9
The measure of his wealth will quickly perish
whose liberality weighs not the measure of his

property- 10
9
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TIRUKKURAL 20

CH. 49 On the Discernment of (a suitable) Time

A crow will overcome an owl in the day
time; the king who would conquer his enemy

must have (a suitable) time. 1
Acting at the right season, is a cord that
will immovably bind success (to a king). 2

Is there any thing difficuls (for him to do),
who acts, with (the right) instruments, at the
right time ? 3

Though (a man) should meditate (the con-
quest of) the world, he may accomplish it, if he
acts in the right time, at the right place. 4

They who thoughtfully consider and wait for
the (right) time (for acticn), may successfully
meditate (the conquest of) the world. 5

The self-restraint of the energetic (while waiting
for a suitable time to act) is like the drawing back of
the foot of a fighting-ram in order to butt. 8

The wise will not immediately and hastily
show their anger; they will wateh their time,
and keep their anger within. 7

If (a king) meets his enemy, let him show
him all respect, until the time for his destruc-
tion is come; when that is come, his head will
be easily brought low.

If & rare opportunity occurs, while it lasts,
let & man do that which is rarely done (with-
out such an opportunity). 9

At the time when (& king) should use self-
conbrol, let him remain bimself like a heron;
and, like it, let him strike, when there is a
favourable opportunity. 10



&00 Bmé@ por

358. @Bo S arf g
QT s sps Qaaaderiy QuererHE b DD
B _disevor L 1965 6oT6D SO ()

QprenCEitg Gurind arain&é@ wrearCErs
YEELD LUDYG SHLD. [gr> (2)
DG T D) WEL efer kg

Curpmiar Gun ppid GeFudsr, (=)
eredn il @uredrenr iplin A_cor ik 5

Srafluinrt siareld Gouder. ()

@o@ 1 Ljer ayer Gladgy epsded W LbLsoressr
5@ arsdur 9p. (®)

&G srdvay GardeCsr sLCar@L
®ranry Gurer Blaogg. (#)

YE5F Tenw wevewrH mEmmQamrir QagsFErentd
eravorewf] WL g gr H Qeuger, {ar)

fouenrrsst Qesvell @ CFfl guaytrentwirar
o S Loyfb g @f@Lb. (<)

S progucs @ Weotralay wrbsT
e g Casr Gl efg. (%)

ST Famid] eTHuIB B &eIT W ©F &
Gaysoredyr apsgs sofl oy, {=0)



TIRUKRURAL 101
CH. 50 On the Choice of (a suitable) Place

Liet not (a king), despise (an enemy) nor
undertake any thing (against him), until he has
obtained (a suitable) place for besieging him. 1

Even to those who are men of power and
expedients, an attack in connection with a forti-
fication will yield many advanfages. 2

Even the powerless will become poweriul and
conquer, if they select a proper field (of action),
and guard themselves, while they make war on
their enemies. 3

If they who draw near {to fight) choose a sui-
table place to approach (their enemy), those who
have thought they will conquer them, will lose
that thought. 4

In deep water, a crocodile will conquer (all
other animals); if it leave the water, other
animals will conguer it. o

The strong- wheeled, lofty, ehariot cannot run
on the sea ; and ships, which sail on the sea can-
not run on the land.

You will need no other aid than fearlessness,
if you thoroughly reflect (on what you are to do}, and
select (a suitable) place for your operations. 7

The power of one who has a large army will
perish, if he goes into ground where only a small
army can ach. 8

It is a hazardous thing to attack men in their
own country, slthough they may neither have
power nor a good fortress. 9

A fox can kill a fearless, warrior-faced elephant, if
it go into mud in which its legs sink down. 10
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TIRUEEURAL k83
CH., 51 On Reflection Before Decisian

Lot (a minister) be chosen, after he has been
_tried by means of these four things, his virtue,
(love of) money, (love of) sexual pleasure, and
fear of (losing his life.) 1

(The king’s) choice should (fix) him, who is of
.good family, who is free from faults, and who has
the modesty which fears the wounds (of sin)- 2

When even men who have studied the most
difficult works, and who are free from faulbs,
are (earefully) examined, it is a rare thing to
find them without ignorance. 3

Let (a king) consider (a man’s) good qualifies,
let him also consider his faults, and then let bim
consider which of these are greatest, and let him
judge (of his character) by that which prevails. 4
" A man's deeds are the touch-stone of his
greatness and littleness. )

Let {a king) avoid choosing men who have no
relation; such men have no attachments, and
therefore have no fear of crime.

To choose ignorant men, through partiality, is
‘the height of folly- 7

Sorrow that will not leave even his posterity
will come upon him who chooses a stranger

whose character he bas not known.

Lot (a king) choose no one without previous
consideration ; after he has made his choice, lob
him unhesitatingly select (for each) such duties

as are appropriate.

P, make choice of one who has not been examined,
and to entertain doubts respecting one who has been
. chogen, will produce irremediable sorrow. 10
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TIRUEKEEURAL 105

CH. 52 On Employment of Servants.

He should he employed (by a king), whose
nature (leads him to) choose the good, after
having considered both the evil and the good.' 1

Lot him do (the king's) work who can enlarge
the sources (of revenue), increase wealth, and
consider (and prevent) the accidents which
would destroy it. 2

Let the choice (of a king) fall upon him who
largely possesses these four things, love, knowledge,.
a clear mind, and freedom from covetousness. 8

Even when {a king) has tried them in every
possible way, there are many men who change,
from the nature of the works (in which they
may he employed). 4

A king’s work can only be accomplished by a
man of wisdom and patient endurance; it is not
of a nature to be given to anobther from mere
personal attachment. 5

Let (a king) act, after having well considered
the agent (whom he is to employ), the deed (he
desires to do), and the time which is suitable o it. 6

Alter having considered '‘this man can accom-
plish this, by these means,” let (the king) leave
with him the discharge of that duty. 7

Having considered what work a maan is equal
to, let (the king) employ him in that work. 8

Prosperity will leave (the king) who doubts
the friendship of the man who steadily labours
in the discharge of his duties, 9

Let a king daily examine the conduct of his
servants; if they do not act crookedly, the world
will not act erookedly. : 10
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TIRUKKURAL 147
CH. 58 On Kindness to Relatives

Even when (2 man’s) property is all gone,
relatives will act towards him with their
ancient kindness. 1

If (a man’s) relatives remain attached to him
with unchanging love, it will be a source of
ever-increasing wealth. 9

The wealth of one who does not mingle freely
with his relatives, will be like the full wafers of
a spacious tank, that has no banks. 8

To live surrounded by relatives, is the advantage
to be derived from the acquisition of wealth, = -4

He will be surrounded by numerous relatives
who manifests generosity and affability. 5

No one, in all the world, will have so many
relatives (about him), as he who makes large
gifts, and does not give way to anger- "B

The crows do not conceal {their prey), but
~will eall out for others (to share with them)
while shey eat it; wealth will be with those
who show a similar disposition (towards their

relatives) .
Many relatives will live near a king, when they
observe that he does not look on all alike, but that
he looks on each man according to his merit. 8
Those who have been friends and have after-
wards forsalken him will return and join them-
selves (to him), when the cause of disagresment
is taken away. 9
When one msay have left him, and for some
csuse has returned let the king fulfil the object
{for which he has come back) and thoughtfully
receive him again. 10
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TIRUKEURAL 109
CH. 54 Against Forgetfulness

More evil than excessive anger, is the thought-
lessness which springs from the intoxication of

great joy: 1
Forgetfulness will destroy fame, even a3
constent poverty destroys knowledge. 2

The thoughtless will never acquire fame
this is the clear decision of all the books in the
world- 3

Just as the coward has no defence (by what
ever fortifications he may be surrounded), so
the thoughtless has no good {whatever advan-
tages he may possess). 1

The careless man, who provides nob against
the calamities that may happsn, will afterwards
think with sorrow of his fauls. 5

There is nothing to be compared with un-
failing thoughtfulness at all times, and towards
all persons. 6

There is nothing too difficult to be accom-
plished, if & man set aboub it carefully, with a
thoughtful mind. 7
" Let a man observe and do those things
which have been praised (by the wise); if he
neglects and does not perfor them, for him
there will be no ‘happiness throughout the
seven births. 8

Lot a king reflect on those who have been
rnined by neglect, when his mind is elated
with joy. 9

It is easy (for a king) to obtain whatever he

may think of, if he thoughtfully pursue it. 10
10
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TIRURKURAL 111
CH. 55 On Upright Government

To examine into the erimes which may be
committed, to show no favour to any one, to
desire to act with impartiality towards all, and
to infliet such punishments as may be wisely
resolved on, this is rectitude. 1

When there is rain, the world enjoys pros-
perity ; and when the king rules justly, his
subjects prosper- 2

The sceptre of the king is the firm support of
the Vedas of the Brahmin, and of all virtue. 3

The world will constantly embrace the feet
of the great king who rules his subjects with
love. 4

Rain and plentiful crops will ever dwell
together in the country of the king who sways
his sceptre with justice. 5

It is not the javelin that gives victory, but
the king's sceptre, if it do no injustice. 6

The king defends the whole world; and
justice, when it is administered without defect,
defends the king-

The king who gives not facile audience (to
those who approach him), and who does not
examine and pass judgment (on their com-
plaints), will perish in disgrace. 8

1n guarding his subjects (against injury from
others), and in preserving them himself, to
punish crime is not a fault in a king, it is his
duby- _9

For a king to punish criminals with death, is
like pulling up the weeds in the green corn: 10
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TIRUKKURAL 118
CH. 56 On Unjust Government

More cruel than the man who lives the life
of o murderer is the king who gives himself o’
oppress and act unjustly (towards his subjects). 1

The request {for money) of him who holds the:
sceptre, is like the word of him who stands with
a weapon (at your hreast) and says ' give.” Z

The country of the king willdaily fall to ruin,
who does not daily examine into and punish
(crimes)-

The king, who, without reflecting (on its
evil consequences), perverts justice, will lose ab
once both his wealth and his subjects. ;4

Will not the tears, shed by a people who can-
not endure the oppression which they suffer
(from their king), become a file to waste away
his wealth ? 5

Righteous government gives permanence to
the fame of kings; without that their fame

will have no endurance. 6
As is the world without rain, so live &
people whose king is without kindness- 7

Property gives more sorrow than poverty, to
those who live under the sceptre of a king
without justice: 8

If the king acts contrary to justice, rain will
become unseasonable, and the heavens will
withold their showers: 9

If the guardian (of the country) neglect to
guard it, the produce of the cows will fall, and
the men of six duties will forget their sacre
book. : 10
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TIRUKRKURAL 115
CH. 57 Against Acting with Cruelty

He is a king who having equitably examined
(any injustice which bas been brought to his
notice), suitably punishes it, so that it may
not be again commitbted. 1

Let him, who desires that his prosperity may
long remain with him, put away cruelty, and
punish with mildness. 2

The cruel-sceptred king, who acts 8o as to
put his subjectsin fear, will certainly and quickly
come to ruin. 3

The life of that king will be shortened, and
he will quickly perish, of whom the sad word is
spoken ‘' our king is cruel.” 4

The great wealth of him who is difficult of
access and stern of countenance, is like that
which a devil has obtained. 5

The abundant wealth, of the king whose words are
harsh and whose looks are without kindness, instead
of abiding with him, will instantly perish. 6

Severe words and excessive punishments will
be a filo to waste away a king's power for
destroying (his enemies). 7

The prosperity of the king will waste away, who
without reflecting (on his affairs himself), commits
them to his ministers, and (when failure occurs)
gives way to anger, and rages against them. 8

The king who has not provided a defence for

himself, in time of war will be seized with fear
and quickly perish. a9

The earth bears up no greater burden than a

cruel sceptre which attaches to itself ignorant
men (as the ministers of its evil deeds). 10
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TIRUERURAL 119
CH. 58 On Gracious Demeganour

The world - exists through that greatest orna-
ment (of princes), a gracious demeanour.’

The prosperity of the world springs from the
kindliness (of kings); the existence of those
(kings) who bave no (kindliness) is a burden. to
the earth. ' 2

What is the value of a song, if it be not fit to
be sung ? What is the value of eyes in which
there is no kindness ? 3

Beyond appearing to be in the face, what
good do they do, those eyes in which is no well-
regulated kindness? 4

Kind looks are the ornaments of the eyes;
without these, they will be considered {by the
wise) to be merely two sores. 5

They resemble the trees of the earth, who,
although they have eyes mever look kindly (on
others). . 6

Men without kind looks are men without
eyes; those who (really) have eyes are also not
without kind looks. 7

To those kings who are able to show kindness
without injury to their affairs, the world will be
all their own. 8

Patiently to bear with, and shew kindness to
those who grieve us, is the most excellent of all
dispositions. 9

Those who desire (to cultivate that degree of)
urbanity which all shall love, will consent to
swallow the poison which thev have even seen
poured out for them. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 119
CH. 59 On the Employment of Spies

Let a king consider as his eyes these two
things, a spy, and a book (of laws) universally
esteemed. 1

It is the duty of & king to know quickly all
that happens, at all times amongst all men. 2

There is no way for a king to obftain
conquests, who knows not the advantage of dis-
coveries made by a spy.

He is a spy who watches all men, to wit,
those who are in the king's employmaent, his
relatives, and his enemies. 4

A spy is one who is able to assume an appear-
ance which may create no alarm {in the minds
of others), who fears no man’s face, and who
never reveals (his purpose)- 5

He is a spy who, assuming the appearance of
an ascetic, goes into (whatever place he wishes),
examines into all that is needful, and never
discovers himself whatever may be done to him, 6

A spy is one who is able to disecover what is
hidden, and who retains no doubt concerning
what he has known. 7

Let not a king receive the information which
a spy bhas discovered and made known fo him,
until he has examined it by another spy. 8

Let a king employ spies so that one may have
no knowledge of the other; and when the information
of three agrees together, let him receive it. 9

Let not a king publicly confer on a spy any
marks of his favour; if he does, he will divulge
his own secret. 10
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TIRUKEURAL 121
CH. 60 On Energy

Energy makes out the man of property; as
for those who are destitute of energy, do they
(really) possess what they possess ? 1

The possession of (energy of) mind is true
property ; the possession of wealth passes away
and abides not. 2

They who are possessed of enduring energy
will not trouble themselves, saying, ‘‘ we have
lost our property.” 3

Wealth will ask for a way to come to the
man of unfailing energy. 4

The length of a flower-stalk will be in propor-
tion to the depth of the water (in which it
grows); the height of a man is in proportion to
(the greatness of) his mind. 5

In all that a king thinks of, let him think of
his greatness; and if it should be thrust from
him (by fate), it will have the nature of nob
being thrust from him. 6

The strong-minded will not faint, even when
all is Jost ; the elephant stands firm even when
surrounded by a shower of arrows. 7

Those who have no (greatness of) mind, will
not acquire the joy of saying in the world, “ we
have exercised liberality.” 8

Although the elephant has a large body, and
a sharp tusk, yet it fears the attack of the
tigers. ’ 9

Energy is mental wealth: those men who are

desbitute of it are only trees in the form of

mens 10
11
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TIRUEKEURAL 123
CH. 6! Against Idleness

By the darkness of idleness, the indestructi-
ble lamp of family (rank) will go out and be
extinguished. 1

Lt those, who desire that their family may
be illustrious put away all idlemess from their
conduot. ]

The (lustre of the) family of the ignorant man,
who acts under the influence of destructive lazi-
ness, will perish even before he is dead. 3

Family (greatness) will be destroyed, and
faults will increase, in those men who give way
to laziness, and put forth no dignified exertions. 4

Procrastination, forgetfulness, idleness, and
sleep, these four things, are the ornaments
desired by those whose nature leads them to
destruction.

It is a rare thing for the idle, even if they
receive the aid of kings, to derive any great
benefit from it. 6

Those who love idleness, and do not engage
in dignified exertions, will hear the words of
rebuke and reproach. 7

If laziness take up its abode in a family, it
will make them the slaves of their enemies. 8

When s man puts away idleness. the re-
proach which has come upon himself and his
family will disappear. 9

The king who never gives way to idleness
will obtain entire possession of the space
passed over by him who measured (the worlde)
with his foot. 10
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TIRUKEURAL 125
CH. 62 On Manly Effort

Yield not to the feebleness which says, “ this
is too difficult to be done.” Labour will give the
greatness (of mind) which is necessary (to do it). 1

Take care not to give up exertion in the midst
of a work ; the world will akandon those who
abandon their unfinished work.

The lustre of magnificence will dwell only with
the dignity of laboriousness- 3

The liberality of him, who does not labour,
will fail, like the manliness of a hermaphrodite,
who has a sword in its hand: 4

He who desires not ploasure, but desires
Jabour, will be a pillar to sustain his relations,

wiping away bheir sorrow-’ 5
Labour will produce wealth; idleness will
bring poverty- 6

They say that the black Mudevi {the goddess
of adversity) dwells with laziness, and the
Latchmi (the goddess of prosperity) dwells with
the labour of the industrious- 7

Adverse fate is no disgrace to any one; to be
without exertion, apd without knowing what
should be known, this is disgrace-

Although it be said that, through fate, it
cannot be attained, yet labour, with bodily
exertion, will yield its reward- 9

They who labour on,.without fear and with-
out fainting, will see even fate (put) behind
their baock- 10
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TIRUKKURAL 127
CH. 63 Qg Preservance in spite of Difficulties

. 1f troubles come, laugh; there is nothing like
that, to press upon and drive away sorrow- 1

A flood of troubles will be overcome by the
(courageous) thought which the minds of the
wise will entertaio, even in sorrow. 2

* They give sorrow, to morrow who in sorrow
do not suffer sorrow. 3

Troubles will vanish belore the man, who
(struggles against difficulties) as a buffalo
(drawing a cart) through deep mire. 4

The troubles of that man will be troubled
(and disappear) who, however thickly they ma,y
come upon him, does not abandon (his purpose). 5

Will those men ever ory out in sorrow, ‘ we
are destitute who, (in their prosperity,) give not
way to undue desue to keep their wealth,
saying '* we are rich?’ 6

The great will not regard trouble as trouble,
knowing that the body is the butt of trouble. 7

That man never experiences sorrow, who
does not seek for pleasure, and who considers
trouble to be natural (to wan)- 8

He does not suffer sorrow in sorrow, who
does not look for pleasure in pleasure. 9

The elsvation, which his enemies desire, will
be gained by him, who regard trouble as
pleasure. 10
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TIRUKEUKAL 129
CH. 64 Ministry

The minister is one who can make an
excellent choice of means, time, mabpner of
execution, and the difficult undertaking (itself). 1

The minister is one who in addition to the
aforesaid five things excels in the possession of
firmness, protection of subjects, clearness by
learning, and perseverance. 2

The minister is one who can effect discord (among
foes), maintain the good will of his friends and restore
to friendship those who have seceded ({rom him). 38

The minister is one who is able to compre-
hend (the whole nature of an undertaking), exe-
oute it in the best manner possible, and offer
assuring advice (in time of necessity). 4

Hoe is the best helper {of the king) who under-
standing the (duties) of the latter, is, by his
special learning, able to tender the fullest
advices and at all times conversant with the
best method (of performing actions). 5

What {contrivances) are there so acute as to
resist those who possess natural acuteness in
addition to learning. 6

Though you are acquainted with the (theorati-
cal) msthods (of performing an act). understand
the ways of the world and act accordingly. -7

Although the king be utterly ignorans, it is the

daty of the minister to give (bhm) sound advice. 8
Far better are seventy crores of enemics (for a king)
than o minister at his side who intends (his) ruin. 9

Those ministers who are destitute of (exceutive)
ability will fail to carry out their projects, although
they may have confrived aright. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 181
CH. 65 On Power of Speech

The possession of that goodness which is
galled the goodness of speech is (oven to oShers)
better than any other goodness.

Since (both) wealth and evil result from
(their) speech, ministers should most carefully
guard themselves against faultiness therein. 2

The (minister’s) speech is that which seeks
(to express) elements as bind his friends (to
himself) and is so delivered as to make even his
enemies desire (his friendship) 3

Understand the qualities (of your hearers)
and {then make) your speech ; for, superior to it,
there is neither virtue nor wealth. 4

Deliver your speech, after assuring vourself
that no counter speech can defeat your own. 5

It is the opinion of those who are free from
defects in diplomacy that the minister snould
speak so as to make his hearers desire (to bear more)
and grasp the meaning of what he heurs himself. 6

It is impossible for any one to congquer him
by intrigue who possesses power of speech, and
is neither faulty nor timid. 7

If there be those who can speak, on various
subjects in their proper order and n a pleasing
manner, the world would readily accept them. 8

They will desire to utter many words, who
do not know how to speak a few faultloss ones.9

Those who are unable to set forth their
acquirements (before others) are like flowers
blossoming in a cluster and yet without ira-

grance. 10
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TIRURKURAL . 138

CH. 66 Uprightness of Action

The efficacy of support will yield (only)
wealth: (but) the effieacy of action will vield
all that is desired. 1

Ministers should at all times avoid acts
which, in addition to fame, yield no benefit (for
the future). 2

Those who say ‘' we will become (better)’”
should avoid the performance of acts that would
destroy (their fame)- 3

Those whe have infallible judgment though
threatened with peril will not do acts which
have brought disgrace (on former ministers). 4

Let a minister never do acts of which he
would have to grieve saying, ‘' What is this I
have done!” (but) should he do (them), it were
good that be grieved not- 5

Though a minister may see his mother starve,
let him do no act which the wise would (treat
with contempt). 6

Far more excellent is the extreme poverty of
the wise than wealth obtaired by heaping up
of sinful deeds- 7

The actions of those, who have not desisted
from doing deeds forbidden (by she great), will
even if they succeed, cause them sorrow- 8

All that has been obtained with tears (to the
victim) will depart with tears (fo himself); bub
what has been obtained by fair means, though
with loss at first, will afterwards yield {ruit- 9

(For a minister) to protect (his king) with
wealth obtained by foul means is like preserv-

ing a vessel of wet clay filling it with water. 10
12
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TIRUKKURAL 136
CH. 67 Quality of Action

Firmness in action is (gimply) one’s firmness of
mind ; all other abilities are not of this nature. 1

Not to perform a ruinous act, and not to be
discouraged by the ruinocus termination of an
act, are the two maxims which the wise say,
form the principles of those who have investi-
gated the subject- 2

80 to perform an act as to publish it only at its
termination is (true) manliness; for to announce it
before hand, will eause irremediable sorrow. B

To say (how an act is to be performed) is
indeed easy for any one; but far difficult it is
to do according to what has been said- 4

The firmness in action of those whe have
become great by the excellence of their counssl
will, by attaining its fulfilment in the person of
the king, be esteemed (by all)-

If those who have planned (an undertaking)
possess firmpess (in executing it), they will
obtain what they have desired even as they
have desired it. 6

Lot none be despised for (their) size; (for)
the world bas those who resemble the linch-pin

of the big rolling car- 7
An act that has been firmly resolved on must
be as firmly carried out without delay. 8

Though it should cause increasing sorrow (at
the outset), do with firmness the act that
yields bliss {in the end). 9

The great will not esteem those who esteem
not firmness of action, whatever other abilities
the latter may possess- 10
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TIRURKURAL 137
CH. 68 . Mode of Action

Consultation ends in forming a resolution (to
act); (but) delay in the execution of that resolve
is an evil. 1

Sleep over such (actions) as may be slept over;
(but) never over such a&s may not beslept over. 2

Whenever it is possible (to overcome your
enemy) the act (of fighting) is certainly good;
if not, endeavour to employ some more success-
ful method. 3

When duly considered, the incomplete execu-
tion of an undertaking and hostility will grow
and destroy one like the (unextinguished) rem-
nant of a fire.

Do an act after a due consideration of the
(following) five: viz., money, means, time, execu-
tion and place. 5

An act is to be performed after considering the
exertion required, the obstacles to be encountered, and
the great profit to be gained (on its completion). 6

The method of performance for one who has
begun an ach is to ascertain the mind of him
who knows the secret thereof. 7

To make one undertaking the means ofaccom-
plishing another (similar to it) islike making one
rutbing elephant the means of capturing another. 8

One should rather hasten to secure the alli-
ance of the foes (of one's foes) rather than per-
form good offices to one’s friends. 9

Ministers of small states, afraid of their peo-
ple being fnghbened will yield to and acknow-
ledge their superior foes, i the latter offer them
& chance of reconciliation. . 10
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TIRURRURAL 139
CH. 69 On Spies

The qualifications of an ambassador are affection
{for his relations), a fiitting birth, and the possession
of attributes pleasing to royalty. 1

Love (to his sovereign), knowledge (of his affairs),
and a discriminating power of speech (before other
sovereigns) are the three sine qua non gqualifications
of an ambassador. 2

To be powerful in politics among those who are
learned (in ethics) is the character of him who speaks
to lance-bearing kings on matters of trimph (to his
own sovereign), 8

He may go in a mission (to foreign rulers) who has
combined in him all these three, viz., (natural) sense,
an attractive bearing and well-tried learning.

He is an ambassador who (in the presence of fore-
ign rulers) speaks briefly, avoids harshness, talks so
as to make them smile, and thus brings good (to his
own sovereign). [

He is an ambassador who having studied (politics),
talks impressively, is not afraid of angry looks, and
knows (to employ) the art suited to the time. 4]

He is chief (among ambassadors) who understands
the proper decorum (before the foreign princes), seeks
the (proper) oceasion, knows the (most suitable) place,
and delivers his message after (due) consideration. 7

The qualifications of him who faithfully delivers his
{sovereign's) message are purity, the support (of fore-
ign ministers) and boldness, with truthfulness in addi-
tion to the {aforesaid) three.

He alone is it to communicate his sovereign's
reply who possesses the firmness not to utter even in-
advertently what may reflect discredit (on the latter). 9

He is the ambassador who fearlessly seeks his
sovereign’s good though it should cost him his life (to
deliver his mesgage). 10
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TIRURKURAL 141
CH. 70 Movement with King

Ministers who serve under fickle-minded monarchs
should, like those who warm themselves at the fire,
be neither (too) far, nor (too) near. 1

For ministers not to covet the things desired
by their kings will through the kings themselves
yield them everlasting wealth- 2

Ministers who would save themselves shounld avoid
(the commission of) serious errors; for if the king's

suspicion is once roused, no one can remove it. 3
While in the presence of the sovereign, ministers
should neither whisper to nor smile at others. 4

When the king in engaged in secret counsel
(with others), ministers should neither over-
hear anything whatever nor pry into it with
inquisitive questions, but (wait) to listen when
it is divulged (by the king himseif)- 5

Knowing the {king’s) disposition, and seeking
the vight time, the minister should in a pleas-
ing manner suggest things such as are desirable
and not disagreeable.

Ministers should (always) give agreeable
advice but on no occasion recommend useless
actions, though requested (to do so). 7

Ministers should behave in accordance with
the {(divine) light in the persons of kings and
not despise them saying * He is our junior (in
age) and conuected with our family!” 8

Those whose judgment is firn will not do what is’
disagreeable (to the sovereign) saying (within them-
gelves,) ‘‘ We are esteemed by the king.’ 9

The (foolish) claim with which a minister,
does unbecoming acts because of his long fami-
Harity (with the king) will ensure his ruin. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 143
CH.71 :-. On Understanding One’s Mind

The minister who by looking (at the king).
understands his mind without being told (of it)
will be a perpetual ornament to the world which

is surrounded by a never-drying sea. 1
He is to be esteemed a god who is able to ascertain
without a doubt what is within (one’s mind). 2

The king should even give whatever (is asked) of
his belongings and secure him who by the indications
of his own mind) is dble to read those of another. 8
Those who understand one’s thoughts with-
out being informed (thereof) and those who do
not, may (indeed) resemble one another bodily :
still are they different (mentally). 4
Of what use are the eyes amongst one's
members, if they cannot by their own indica-
tions dive those of another? 5
As the mirror reflects what is near so does
the face show what is uppermost in the mind. 6
Is there anything so full of knowledge as the
face? (No) it precedes the mind, whether (the
latter is) pleased or vexed- g
If the king gets those who by looking into
his mind can understand (and rewove) what hag
occurred (to him), it is enough that he stand
looking at their face. 8
If a king gets ministers who can read the move-
ments of the eye, the eyes (of foreign kings) will them-
selves) reveal (to him) their hatred or friendship, ¢
The measuring rod of those (ministers) who
say ‘' we are acute’” will on inquiry be found to
be their (own) eyes and nothing else. 10
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TIRUEKURAL -J45
CH. 72 Judging the Audience

TLiet the pure who know the arrangement of
words speak with deliberation after ascertain-
ing (the nature of) the court (then assembled). 1
Let the good who know the uses of words
speak with a clear knowledgde after aseertaining
the time (suited to the court.) o
Those who undertake to speak without know-
ing the (nature of the) court are ignorant of the
quality of words as well as devoid of the power.
{(of learning). 3
Ministers should be lights in the assembly of
the enlightened, but asgume the pure whiteness
of mortar (ignorance) in that of fools. ¢
The modesty by which one dees nof rush
forward and speak in (ap assembly) of superiors,
ig the hest among all {one’s) good gualities. 5
(For a minister) to blunder in the presence of
those who have acquired & vask store of learn-
ing and know (the value thereof} is like & good man’
stumbling {(and falling away} from the path of virtue.6
The learning of those who have read, under-
stood (much) will shine in the assembly of those
who fanltlessly examine (the nature of) words. 7

Lecturing, to those who have the ability fo
understand (for themselves) is like watering =
bed of plants that are growing {of themselves). §

Those who are able so speak good things fm-
pressively in am assembly of the good should
not even forgetfully speak them in that of the low. O

To utter (a good word) in the assembly of
those who are of an inferior rank is like

dropping & nectar on the ground. 5 10
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TIRUEKURAL 147
CH. 73 Self-confidence before an Audience

The pure who know the classification of words
having fisb ascertained the nature (of the court)
will not (through fear) falter in their speech
before that powerful body. 1

Those who can agreeably set forth their
acquirements before the learned will be regard-
ed as the most learned among the learned-

Many indeed may (fearlessly) die in the pre.
sence of (their) foes; (but) few are those who
are fearless in the assembly of the learned. 3

Ministers should agreesbly set forth their
acquirements before the learned and acquire
more (knowledge) from their superiors {in learning.) 4

In order to reply fearlessly before a foreign
court, (ministers) shouid learn logic according
to the rules (of grammar). 5

What have they to do with a sword who are
not valians, or they with learning whbo are
afraid of an intelligent assembly ? 6

The learning of him who is difident before
an assembly is like the shining sword of an
hermaphrodite in the presence of his foes. 7

Those who cannot agreeably speak good things
before a good assembly are indeed unprofitable per-
sons in spite of all their various acquirements. 8

They who, though they have learned and
understood, are yet afraid of the assembly of the
good, are said to be inferior (even) to the illiterate. @

Those who through fear of the assembly are un-
able to set forth their learning in an interesting
manner, though alive, are yet like the dead. 10
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TIRUKEURAL 149,
CH. 74 The Greatness of a Kingdom

A kingdom is that in which those who carry
on a complete cultivation, virtuous persons, and
merchants with inexhaustible wealth, dwell together.1

A Xkingdom is that which is desired for its
immense wealth, and which grows greatly io
prosperity, being free from destructive causes- 2

A kingdom is that which can bear any burden
that may be pressed on it (from adjoining kingdoms)y
and (yet) pay the full tribute to its sovereign. 3

A kingdom is that which continues to be free
from excessive starvation, irremediable epide-
mics, and destructive foes. 4

A kingdom is that which is without various
(irvegular) associations, destructive internal
enemies, and murderous savages who {some-
times) harrass the sovereign. 5

The learned say that the best kingdom is that
which knows no evil (from its foes) and, if injured
(at all), suffers no diminution in its fruitfulness, 8

The constituents of a kingdom are the two
waters {from above and below), well situated
hills and an indestructible fort- 7

Freedom from epidemics, wealth, produce,
happiness, and protection {to subjects) : these five,
the learned say, are the ornaments of a kingdom. 8

The learned say that those are kingdoms
whose wealth is not laboured for,and those not,
whose wealth is only obtained through labour. ¥

Although in possession of all the above men-
tioned excellences, these are indeed of no use to
a country, in the absence of barmony between:’
the sovereign and the subjects . 1Q.
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TIRUKKURAL 151
CH. 75 What is a8 Fort

A fort is an object of importance to those
who march (against their foes) as well as to
those who through fear (of pursuers) would seek

it for shelter. 1
A fort is that which bas ever-lasting water,
plains, mountains and cool shady forests- 2

The learned say that a fortress is an enclosure
having these four {(qualities) viz., height,
breadth, strength and inaccessibility. -3

A fort is that which has an extensive space
within, but only small places to be guarded,
and such as can destroy the courage of besieg-
ing foes. 4

A fort is that which cannot be ecapbured,
which aboundsin suitable provisions, and affords
a position of easy defence to its inmates- 5

A fort is that which has all (needful) things,
and excellent heroes that can help it against
destruction (by foes)- 6

A fort is that which cannot ba captured by
blockading, assaulting, or undermining it. 7

That is a fort whose inmates are able to
overcome, without losing their ground, even
abler men who have besieged it. 8

A fort is that which derives excellence from
the stratagems made (by its inmates) to defeat
their enemies in the battle-field. 9

Although a fort may possess all (the above-
said) excellencies, it is, as it were withous
these, if its inmates possess not the excellency

of actione 10
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TIRUKEURAL 153
CH. 76 On the Importance of Wealth

Besides wealth there is' nothing that ean
change people of no importance into those of
{some) importance: 1

All despise the poor; (but) all praise tha rich. 2

The imperishable light of wealth goes into
regions desired {by its owner) and destroys the
darkness (of enmity therein)- 3

The wealth acquired with a knowledge of the
proper means and without foul practices will
yield virtue and happiness. 4

Kings should rather avoid than seek the
accumulation of wealth which does not flow in
with mercy and love- 3

Unclaimed wealth, wealth acquired by taxes,
and wealth (got) by conquest of foes are (all)

the wealth of the king. 6
The child mercy which is borne by love grows
ander the care of the rich nurse of wealth- 7

An undertakiné of one who has the wealth in
one’s hands is like viewing an elephant-fight
from a hill-top. 8

Accumulate wealth; it will destroy the
arrogance of (vour) foes; there is no weapon
sharper than it. 9

To those who have honestly acquired an
abundance of riches, the other two, (.virtue and
pleasure), are things easy (of acquisition). 10
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TIRUKKURAL 155
CH. 77 The Characteristics of Good Army

The army which is ecomplete in (its) parts and.
conquers without fear of wounds is the chief
wealth of the king. 1

Ancient 'army can alone have the valor which
makes it stand by its king at the time of defeat,
fearless of wounds and unmindful of its reduced
strength. 2

What if {a host of) hostile rats roar like the sea ?
They will perish at the mere breath of the cobra. 3

That indeed is an army which has stood firm
of old without suffering destruction or deserting
(to the enemy). 4

That indeed is an army which is capable of
offering a united resistance, even if Yama
advances against it with fury. 5

Valour, honour, following in the excellent-
footsteps (of its predecessors) and trust-worthi-
ness : these four alone constitute the safeguard
of an army- 6

That is an army which knowing the art of
warding off an impending struggle can bear
against the dust-van (of a hostile force.) 7

Though destibute of courage to fight and
strength (o endure), an army may yet gain
renown by the splendour of its appearance. 8

An army can triumph (over its foes) if it is
free from domination, irremediable aversion and
poverty-

Though an army may contain a large number
of permanent soldiers, it cannot last if it has no

generals. 10
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TIRUEKURAL 157
CH. 78 Warrior

O my foes, stand pot before my leader; (for).
many are those who did so afterwards stood (in
the shape of) statues. 1

It is more pleasant to hold the dart that has
missed an elephant than that which has hit s
deer in the forest. &

The learned say that fierceness (in contest
with a foe) is indeed great valour: but to
become a benefactor in case of acecident (to s
foe) is the extreme (limit) of that valour. 3

The hero who after casting the lance in his
hand on an elephant, comes (in search of
another) will pluck the one (that sticks) in his
body and laugh (exultingly). 4

Is it not a defeat to the valiant to wink and
destroy their ferocious looks when a lance is
cast at them (by their foe) ? 5

The hero will reckon among wasted days all
those on which he had not received severe
wounds. ' 6

The fastening of ankle-ring by those who
desire a world-wide renown and not (the safety
of) their lives is like adorning (themselves). 7

The heroes who are not afraid of losing their
life in a contest will not cool their ardour, even

if the king prohibits (their fighting). 8
Who would reproach with failure those who
seal their oath with their death. g

If (heroes) can so die as to fill with tears the
eyes of their rulers, such a death deserves to be

obtained even by begging. 10
14
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TIRUERURAL 159
‘CH. 79 Friendship

What things are there so difficult to acquire
as friendship ? What guards are there so difficult to
break through by the efforts {(of one's foes) ? 1

The friendship of the wise waxes like the new
moon ; (but) that of fools wanes like the full moon. 2

Like learning, the friendship of the noble, the more:
it is cultivated, the more delightful does it become. 3

Friendship is to be practised not for the pur-
pose of laughing but for that of being before-
hand in giving one another sharp rebukes in
case of transgression. 4

Living together and holding frequent intercourse
are nob necessary (for friendship); mutual under-
standing can alone create a claim for it. 5

The love that dwells (merely) in the smiles of the
face is not friendship; (but) that which dwells deep
in the smiles of the heart is true friendship. 6

(True) friendship turns aside from evil (ways),
makes (him) walk in the (good) way, and, in
case of loss it shares his sorrow (with him). 7

{True) friendship hastens to the rescue of the
afflicted (as readily) as the hand of one whose
garment is loosened (before an assembly) 8

Friendship may be said to be on its throne
when it possesses the power of supporting one

at all times and under all eircumstances, (in
the practice of virtue and wealth)- 9

Though friends may praise one another say-
ing “He is so intimate with us, and we so
much (with him),” (still) such friendship will
appear nean. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 161
CH. 80 On the Choice of Friends

As those who are of a ifriendly nature will not
forsake (a friend) after once loving (him), there
is no evil so great as contracting a friendship
without due inquiry. 1

The friendship contracted by him who has
not made repeated inquiry will in the end grieve
(him) to death. 2

Masake friendship (with one) after ascertaining
(his) character, birth, defects, and the whole of
one's relations. 8

The fnendshlp of one who belongs to a {goad)
fa.mhy and is afraid of (being charged with) guilt,
is worth even purcha.smg 4

You should examine and secure the friendship
of those who can speak so as to make you weep
over a crime (before its commission.) or rebuke
you sgeverely (after you have done it) and are
able to teach you the ways of the world. 5

Even in ruin there is some good; (for) it is a
rod by which one may measure fully the affec-

tion of one’s relations. 6
It is indeed a gain for ome to renounce the
friendship of fools. 7

Do not think of things tbat discourage your
mind, nor contract friendship with those who
would forsake you in adversity- 8

The very thought of the friendship of those
who have deserted one at the approach of adver-
sity will burn one's mind at the time of death. 9

Continue to epjoy the friendship of the pure;
(but) renounce even with a gift the friandship of
those who do not agree (sith the world). 10.
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TIRURKURAL 163
¢H. 81 Intimacy

Intimate friendship is that which cannot in
the least be injured by (thingsdone through the)
right (of long-standing intimacy.) 1

The constitutents of frendship are (things
done through) the vight of intimacy; to be pleased
with such a right is the duty of the wise. 2

Of what avail is long-standing friendship, if
frisnds do not admit as their own actions done
through the right of intimacy ? 3

It friends, through the right of [riendship, do
(anything) without being asked, the wise will be
pleased with them on account of its desirability. 4

it friends should perform what is painful,
understand that it is owing not only to ignorance,
but also to the strong claims of intimacey. s

Those who stand within the limits (of true
friendship) will not even in adversity give upthe
intimacy of long-standing friends. 6

Those who have (long) stood in the path of
affoction will not give it up even if their friends
cause (them) their ruin. 7

To those who understand that by which they
ghould not listen to (bales about) the faults of
their friends, that is a profitable day on which
the latter may commit a fault. 8

They will be loved by the world, who have
not forsaken the friendship of those with whom they
have kept up an unbroken long-standing intimacy. 9

Even enemies will love those who have never
changed in their affection to their long-standing
friends. 10



E& P Bapda par

af. e gxly
Ugs@ars Gureleuth Ledhri9eorT G&edremLo
Quasel i @erp efaflg. (s)

o Mor’. LHG@are. Qurii@eori Gsedrenio
Quiey fip gy Quoar, (=)

2 warg FTE1EG vy QU aig
Q&Erarey T BT &araim Gni. (=}

YOI SG HT DD JSEE FoV6VTLOT QISTE)T
swflH pafenw %0, («)

QF@sings Frand Fplwaur L&or@ % &hrsmid
sriigal) Qariigments BT L. (®)

Buengs QUmEGe G rrl@ erSayenwwmi
TESrenn CEmig. wy b, ()
BEDERVEHFILI TTEW B 19D uw&éwfr,b‘

USaBss Csriy uw)gutd, {sr)

RNGYE S P By L1ariC s @I
@Ersveoreas CFrg afi_eh, (<)

TR ST H TGy af S Bav
CeraCary wlLri QEriry. (=)

st g se GuEs Corrusr wlor Qs @
war p nPoLTE QEriiy. {s0}



TIRUXKURAL 165
CH. 82 Evil Friendship

The decrease of friendship with those who
look as if they would eat you up (through excess
of love) while they are really destitute of good-
ness is far better than its increase. 1

Of what avail is it to get or lose the {riend-
ship of those who love when there is gain and
leave when there is none. 2

Friends who calculate the profits (of their
friendship), prostitutes who are bent on obtain-
ing their gains, and thieves are (all) of the same
character. - 3

Solitude is more to be desired than the society
of those who resemble the untrained horses which
throw down (their riders) in the fields of battle. 4

‘It is far better to avoid than to contract the
evil friendship of the base who cannot protect
(their friends) even when appointed to do so. &

The hatred of the wise is fen-million times more
profitable than the excessive intimacy of the fool. 8

What comes from enemies is a hundred mil-
lion times more profitable than what comes from
the friendship of those who cause only laughter- 7

Gradually abandon without revealing (before-
hand) the friendship of those wha pretend inabi-
lity to carry out what they (really) could do. 8

The friendship of those whose actions do nos
agree with their words will distress {one) even
in (one's) dreams- 9

Avoid even the least approach to a contraction
of friendship with thcse who would love you in
private but ridicule you in public, 10
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TIRUKKURAL 167
CH. 83 False Friendship

The friendship of those who behave like fri-
ends without inward affection is a weapon that
may be thrown when a favourable opportunity
presents itself. 1

The friendship of those who seem to be friends
while they are not, will change like the love of
women. 2

Though (one’s) enemies may have mastered
many good books, it will be impossible for them

to become truly loving at heart. 3
One should fear the deceitful who smile sweetly
with their face but never love with their heart. 4

In nothing whatever is it proper to rely on the
words of those who do not love with their heart. 5

Though (one’s) foes may utter good things as
though they were friends, one will at oance
understand their {(evil) import- 6

Since the bending of the bow bepeaks evil
one should not accept (as good) the humiliating
speeches of one's foes. 7

A weapon may be hid in the very hands with
which (one's) foes adove (him); and the tears
they shed are of the same nature.

It is the duty of kings to affect great love but
make it die (inwardly,) as regard those foss who
shew them great friendship but despise them (in
their heart). 9

When one’s foes begin to affect friendship, one
should love them with one’s looks, and, cheri-

"ghing no love in the heart, give up (even the

former). 10
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TIRUEKURAL 169
CH. 84 On Folly

Folly is one (of the chief defects); it is that
which (makes one) incur loss and forego gain. 1

The greatest folly is that which leads one to
take delight in doing what is forbidden. 2
Shamelessness, indifference (0 what must be
sought after), harshness, and aversion for every
thmg (that ought to be desired) are the qualities
of the fool. 3
There are no greater fools than he who, though
he has read and understood (a great deal) and
even taught it to others, does not walk according
to his own teaching. 4
A fool can procure in a single birth a hell into
which he may enter and suffer through all the
seven births. 5
If the fool who knows not how to act under-
takes a work, he will (certainly) fail, (but) is it
all ? He will even adorn himsself with fetters. 6

If a fool happens to get an immense fortune,
his neighbours will enjoy it while his relations
sbarve. 7

A fool happening to possess something is like
the intoxication of ene who is (already) giddy. 8.

The friendship between fools is exceedingly
delightful (to each other); for ab parting there
will be nothing to cause them pain. 9

The appearance of a fool in an assembly of the
learned is like placing (one’s) unwashed feet on

a bed. 10
15
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TIRUERKURAL 17}
CH. 85 On Vanity

The want of wisdom is the greatest of all
wants; but that of wealth the world will not
regard as such. i 3

(The cause of) a fool cheerfully giving (some-
thing) is nothing else but the reeeiver’s merit (in
a former birth). 2

The suffering that fools inflict upon themselves
is hardly possible even to foes- 3

What is called want of wisdom is the vanity
which says, ' We are wise.” 4

Fools pretending to know what has not been
read (by them) will rouse suspieion even as to
what they have thoroughly mastered- 5

Even to cover one's nakedness would be folly,
if {one’s) faults wers not covered (by forsaking
them.) 6

The fool who neglects precious counsel does,
of his own accord, a greaf injury to himsel. 7

The fool will not perform (his duties} even
when advised nor ascertain them himself; such &
soul is a burden (to the earth) till it departs
(from the body)- 8

One who would teach a fool will (simply)
betray his folly ; and the fool would {still) think
himself ‘‘ wise in his own conceit.” 9

He who denies the existence of what the
world believes in will be regarded as a demon on
earth. 10
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YIRUKEURAL 173
CH. 86. On Hatred

The disease which fosters the evil of disunion
among all oreatures is termed hatred by the
wise. 1

Though disagreeable things may be done from
{a. feeling of) disunion, it is far better that noth~
ing painful be done from {that of) hatred. 2

To rid one-gelf of the distressing disease of
hatred will bestow (on one) a never-decreasing

imperishable fams. 3
If batred which is the greatest misery is des-
troyed, it will yield the greatest delight. 4

_Who indeed would think of conquering those
who naturally shrink back from hatred ? 5

Failure and ruin are not far from him who
says it is sweet to excel in hatred.

Those whose judgment brings misery through
its connection with hatred cannot understand

the trinmphant nature, of truth. 7
Shrinking back from hatred will yield wealth;
indulging in its increase will basten ruin. 8

At the approach of wealth one will not think
of hatred; (bub) to secursone’s rain. one will look
to its increase. 9

All calamities are caused by hatred; but by the
delight (of friendship) is caused the great weslth
of 'good virtues. 10
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TIRUEKURAL 175
CH. 87 Da the Characteristics of Enemies

Avoid offering resistance to the strong; (bus)
mewver fail to cherish enmity towards the weak. 1
How can he who is uuloving, destitute of
powerful aids, and himself without strength over-
<come the might of his foe- 2
In the estimation of foes miserably weakishe,
who is timid, ignorant, unsociable and niggardly. 8.

He who neither refrains from anger nor keeps
his seerets will at all times and in all places be
easily eonquered by sall. 4

{A) pleasing {object) to his foes is-he who
rveads not moral works, does nobthing that is
enjoined by them, sares not for reproach and is
not possessed of good qualities. 5

Highly to be desired is the hatred of him
whose anger is blind, and whose lust increases
beyond measure-

It is indeed necessary to obbain even by pur-
chase the hatred of him who baving begun (a
work) does what is not conducive (to its accom-
plishment).

He will beeome friendless who is without (any
good) qualities, and whose faults are many; (such
a charaeter) is a help to (his) foes- 8

There will be no end of lofty delighta to the
wictorious, if their foes are (both) ignorant and
timid. 9

The light {of fame) will never be gained by
tim who gains not the trifling reputation of
having foughs an unlearned (foe)- 10
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TIRURKURAL | ¥4

CH. '88. On Enmity
The evil of hatred is not of a nature fo be
desired by one even in sport. 1

Though you may incur the hatred of warriors
whose ploughs are bows, incur not that of minis-
ters whose ploughs are words. -3

Ho who, being alone, incurs the hatred of
many is more infatuated than even a madman. 3

The world abides in the greatness of that good-
natured man who behaves so to turn hatred
into friendship. 4

' He who is alone and helpless while his foes are
two should secure one of them as an agreeable
help (to himself)- 5

Though (one’s foe is) aware or not of one's
misfortune, one should act so a8 neither to join
or separate (from him):

Relate not your suffering even to friends who
are ignorant of it, nor refer to your weakness in
the presence of your foes. T

The joy of one's foes will be destroyed if one
guards oneself by -knowing the way (of acting)
and securing assistance. - .8

A thorny tree should be felled while young,
(for) when it is grown it will destroy the hand
of the feller. 9

Those who do not destroy the pride of those
who hate (them) will certainly not exist even ta
breathe. 10
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TIRUKEURAL irs
CH. 89 On Internal Hatreéd

Shade anhd water are not pleasaut, (if) they
cause disease; so are the qualities of {one's)
relations not agreeable, (if) they cause pain. 1

Fear not foes (who say they would cut) like a
sword; (but fear the friendship of foes (who
seemingly act) like relations. )

Fear internal enmity snd guard yourself; (if
not) it will destroy (you) in an evil hour, as
surely as the tool which cuts the potter’s clay. 3

The secret enmity of a pefson whose mind is
unreformed will lead to many evils causing

disaffection among (one’s) relations. 4
If there appears internal hatred in a (king's)
family, it will Yead to many a fatal erime. 5

If hatred arises among (one’s) own peopls, it
will be hardly possible (for one) to escape death. 6

Never indeed -will a family subject toc intarnal
hatred unite (really) though it may present an
apparent union like that of a casketland its lid. 7

A family subject fo internal hatred will wear
out and lose its strength like iron that has been
filed away. 8

Although internal hstred be as small as the
fragment of the sesamum (seed), still does
destruotion dwell in it. 9

Living with those who do not agree {with one)

is like dwelling with a cobra in the same hut.m
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TIRUKKURAL .
CH. 90 On Disrespect to the .Great

Not to disregard the power of those who ean
carry -out their wishes is more important than
all the watchfulness of those who guard (them-

selves) against evil. 1
_To behave without respect for the great (rulers)
will make them do (us) irremediable evils. 2

If a person desires ruin, let him not listen to
the righteous dictates of law, but commit crimes
against those who are able to slay (other sove-
reigns). ]

The weak doing evil to the strong is like
beckoning Yama to come (and destroy them). 4

Those who have incurred the wrath of a cruel
and mighty potentate will not prosper wherever
théy may go. . 5

Though burnt by a fire (from a forest), one
may perhaps live ; (but) never will he live who
has shown disrespect to the great (Jevotees). 6

If a king incurs the wrath of the righteous
great, what will become of his government with
i#s splendid auxiliaries and (all) its untold wealth-? 7

If the hill-like devotees resolve on destruc-
tion, those who seem to be everlasting will be
destroyed root and branch from the earth. - 8

If those of exalted vows burst in a rage. ever
(Indra) the King will suffer a sudden loss and
be entirely ruined. . 9

Though in possession of numerous auxiliaries,
they will perish who are exposed to the wrath of

themoble whose pensnce is boundless. 16
18
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TIRUKEURAL 188
CH. 91 On Submission to Wife. Rule

Those who lust after their wives wﬂl nob
attain the excellence of virtue; and it is jugb
this that is not desired by thosé who are bent
on acquiring wealth. 1

The wealth of him who, regardless (of his
manliness), devotes himself to his wife’sfeminine
nature will cause a great shame (to all men) and
to himself. 2

The frailty that stoops to a wife will always
make (her husband) feel ashamed among the good. &

The undertaking of one, whp fears his wite
and is therefore destitute of bliss will never be

applauded. 4
He that fears his wife will always be afraid of
doing good deeds (even) to the good. 5

They that fear the bamboo-like shoulders of
their wives will be destitube of manliness though
they may flourish like the gods. - 6

Even shame-faced womanhood is more to be
esteemed than the shamseless ‘manhood that
performs the behests of & wife.

Those who yield to the wishes of their wives
will neither relieve the wants of (their) friends
nor perform virtuous deeds. 8

From those who obey the commands of their
wives are to be expected neither deeds of virtue,
nor those of wealth, nor (even) those of pleagure. #®

The foolishness that results from devotion te
a wife will never be found in those who possess
a reflecting mind and & prosperity (fowing)
therefrom. 19
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TIRUKEURAL 18&

CH. 92. " On Prostitutes

The sweet words of elegant braceleted (pro-
stitutes) who desire (& man) ‘not from affection’
bub from avariee, will cause sorrow. I 4

Oune must ascertain the character of the ill-
natured women who, after ascertaining the
wealth (of a man), speak as (if they were) gaod
natured-ones and avoid intercourse (with them). 2

The false embraces of wealth-loving women
are like (hired men) embracing a sirange corpse.
in a dark room.

The wise who seek the wealth of grace will
not desire the base favours of those who regard
wealth (and not pleasure) as (their) riches. &

Those whose knowledge is made excellent by .
their (natural) sense will not covet the trifling
delights of those whose favours are common (to all). 5

Those who would spread (the fame of) their
own goodness will not desire ‘the shoulders of
those who rejoice in their accomplishments and
bestow their despicable favours(on all who pay)-6

Those who are destitute of a perfectly reformed
mind will covet the shouldets. of those who embrace
(them) while their hearts covet other things. 7

The wise say that to such as are destitute of
discerning sense the embraces of faithless women
are (as ruinous as those of) the celestial female. '8

The delicate shoulders of prostitutes with
excellent jewels are a hell into which arée
plunged the ignorant base. i

Treacherous women, liquor and gambling are
the assoociates of such as have been forsaken by
Fortune- ) ' N 1+
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TIRURKURAL 187
aH. 93 Abstaining from Drink

Those who always thirst after drink wil
neither inspire fear (in others) nor retain the
light (of their fame). 1

Let no liquor be drunk; if it is desired, let it
be drunk by those who care not for the esteem
of the great- ‘ 2

Intoxication is painful even in the presence of
(one’s) mother; what will it not then be in that
of the wise ? 3

The fair maid of modesty will turn her back
on those who are guilty of the great and abomi-
nable crime of drunkenness- : 4

To give money and purchase unconsciousness
is the result of one’s ignorance {of one’s own
actions).

They tbat sleep resemble the dead ; (likewise)
they that drink are no other than poison-eaters. 6

Those who always intoxicate them:selves by a
private (indulgence in) drink will have their
gecrets detected and laughed at by their fellow-
fownsmen. 7

Let the drunkard give up saying ' I have
never drunk,” (for) the moment (he drinks) he
will simply betray his former attempt to
conoesl. : 8

Reasoning with a drunkard is like going under
water with a toreh in search of a drowned
man- , 9

When a drunkard who is sober sees one who
is not, it looks as if he remembered not the ovil
effects of his (own) dribk. ‘ 10
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TIRUEEURAL -189
CH. 94 On Gambling

_Though able to win, let nobt one desire gawm-
bling; for even what is won is like a fish
swallowing the irtn in a fish-hook. 1

Is there indeed & means of livelibood that can
bestow happiness on gamblers who gain oneand
lose & hundred. ’ ")

It the king is incessantly addicted to the
rolling dice in the hope of gain, his wealth and
the resources thereof will take their departure
and fall into other’s hands. - - :

There is nothing else that brings (us) poverty
like gambling which causes many a misery and
destroys (one's) reputation.- 4

. Penniless are those who,-by reason of their
attachment, would never forsake gambling, the
gambling place and the handling (of dice)- 5

Those who are swallowed by the goddess
(Mudevi) called “ gambling " will never have
their hunger satisfied, but suffer the pangs of
hell in the next world- 6

To waste time at the place of gambling will destroy
inherited wealth and goodness of character. 7

Gambling destroys property, teaches false-
hood, puts an end to benevolence, and brings in
misery (bere and hereafter). '

. The habit of gambling prevents the ‘atbain-
ment of these five :—clothing, wealth, food,
fame and learning- 9
..> As the gambler loves his' vice the more "he
ioses by it, so does the soul love {the body) the
more it suffers through it. 10
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TIRUEKURAL 191
CH. 95 On Moderate Eating

If food and work are either excessive or
deficient, the three things enumerated by (medi-
cal) writers, flatulance, biliousness, and phlegm
will cause (one) disease. 1

No medicine is necessary for him who ea.ts
after assuring (himself) that what he has (al-
ready) eaten has heen digested. 2

If (one’s food has been) dlgesued let one eat
with moderation ; (for) that is the way to pro-
iong the life of an embodied soul. 3

(First) assure yourself that your food has been
digested, and never fail to eab, when very
hungry, whatever is not disagreeable (to you). ¢

There will be no disaster to one’s life, if one eats
with mnoderation, food that is not disagreecable, 5

As pleasure dwells with him who eats mode-
rately, so disease (dwells) with the glutton who
eats voraciously. 6

He will be afllicted with numberless diseases,
who eats immoderately, ignorant (of the rules
of health.) 7

Let the physician enquire into the {oature of
the) disease, its cause and its method of cure and
¢reat it faithfully (according to medical rule). 8

The learned physician should ascertain the
condition of his patient, the nature of his dis-
ease, and the season (of the year) and (then)
proceed (with his treatment). 9

Medical science consists of four parts viz.,
patient, physician, medicine, and compounder and
wach of these again contains four sub-divisions. 10
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TIRURKURAL 193
CH. 96 On Good Birth

Consistency (of thought, word and deed) and
fear {of sin) are conjointly natural only to the
high-born. 1

The high-born will never deviate from these
three: good manners, truth{ulness and modesty. 2

A cheerful counsenance, liberality, pleasant
words, and an unreviling dispositien, these four
are said to be the proper qualities of the truly

high-born. 3
Though blessed with immense wealth, the
noble will never do anything unbecoming. 4

Though their means fall off. those born in
ancient families, will not lose their character
(for liberality)- 5

Those who seek to preserve the irreproachable
honour of their families will not viciously do
what is detrimental thereto- 6

The .defects of thé noble will be cbserved as
clearly as the dark spots in the moon. 7

It one of a good family betrays want of affec-
tion, his descent from it will be wcalled in
guestion. 8

As the sprout indicates the nature of the soil,
(so) the speech of the noble indicates (that of
one's) birth. 9

He who desires a good name must desire
modesty ; and he who desires (the continuance

of) family greatness must be submissive to all. 10
17
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TIRUERKURAL 195
CH. 97 On Self-respect

Actions that would degrade (one’s) family
should not be done, though they may be so
important that not doing them would end in
death. 1

Those who desire (to maintain their) bonour,
will surely do nothing dishonourable, even for

the sake of fame. 2
In great prosperity humility is becoming;
dignity, in great adversity. 3

They who have fallen from their (high) posi-
tion are like the hair which has fallen from the
head. 4

Even those who (are exalted) like a hill will
he thought low, if they commit deeds that are
debasing. 5

Of what good is it (for the high-born) to go
and stand in vain before those who revile him ?
It only brings him loss of honour and exclusion

from beaven.

It is better for a man to be said of him that
he died in his usual state than that he eked out
his life by following those who disgraced him. 7

For the high-born to keep their bedy in life
when their honor is gone will certainly not
prove a remedy against death. 8

Those who give up (their) life when (their)
honor is at stake are like the yak which kills
itself at the loss of (even one of) its hairs- 9

The world will (always) praise and adore the
fame of the honourable who would rather die
than suffer indignity. 10
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TIRUKEKTURAL 197
CH. 98 On Greatness

One’s light is the abundance of one's courage;
one’s darkness is the desire to live destitute of
such {a state of mind). 1

All human beings agree as regards their birth
but differ as regards their characteristics, because
of the different qualities of their actions. 2

Though (raised) above, the base cannot
become great ; though (brought) low, the great
cannot become base. 3

Even greatness, like a wowan’s chastiby,
belongs only to him who guards himself. 4

(Though reduced) the great will be able to
perform, in the proper way, deeds difficult (for
others to do)- ‘ 5

It is never in the nature of the base to sesk
the society of the great and partake of their
nature. 6

Even nobility of birth, wealth and learning, if
in (the possession of) the base, will f{only)
produce ever-increasing prido- T

The gi‘ea.t will always humble himself;. but
the'mean will exalt himself in self-admiration. 8

Freedom from conceit is (the nature of true)
greatness, (while) obstinacy therein is (that of)
meanness. 9

The great hide faults of others: the base only
divalge them- 10.
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TIRUKKURA L 199
CH. 99 On Goodness

It is said that those who are conscious of
their duty and hebave with perfect goodness
will regard as natural afl that is good. 1

The auly delight of the perfect is that of their
goodness ; all other (sensual) delights are not to
be included among (true) delights. 9

. Affection, fear {of sin), benevolence, favour
and truthfulness; these are the five pillars on
which perfect goodness rests. 3

Penance consists in the goodness thab kills
not, and perfection in the goodness that tells
not others’ faults. 4

Stooping (to inferiors) is the strength of those
who can accomplish (an undertaking); and that
is the weapon with which the great avert their
foes. 5

The touch-stone of perfection is to receive a
Jefeat even at the hands of one’s inferiors. 6

Of what avail is perfect goodness if it cannob
do pleasing things even to those who have
pained (it) ? 7

Poverty is no disgrace to ope who abounds in
good qualities. 8

Those who are said to be the shore of the sea
of perfection will never chaunge, though ages
may change.

It there is a defeat in the character of the
perfect, (even) the great world cannot bear (its)
burden. : 10
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TIRURKURAL 201
CH. 100 On Courteousness

Tf ov.e is easy of access to all, it will be easy
for one to obtain the virtue called goodness. 1
Affectionateness and birth in a good family,
these two constitute what is called a proper
behaviocur to all. 2
Resemblance of bodies is no resemblance of
souls: true resemblance is the resemblance of
qualities that abtract. 3
The world applauds the character of those
whose usefulness results from their eguity and
charity. 4
Reproach is painful to one even in sport;
those (therefore) who know the nature ol others
exhibit (pleasing) qualities even when they are
hated. 5
The (way of the) world subsists by contact
with the good; if not, it would bury itsell in the
earth and perish. 6
He who is destitute of (true) human qualities
{only) resembles a tree, though, he may possess
the sharpness of a file. 7
It is wrong (for the wise) not to exhibit (good)
gualities even towards those who bearing no
friendship {for them) do only what is hateful. 8
To those who cannot rejoice, the wide world
is buried in darkness even in (broad) daylight. 9
The great wealth obtained by one who has no
goodness will perish like pure milk spoilé by the
jmpurity of the vessel. 10
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TIRUKRURAL 203
CH. 101 On Niggardliness

He who does not enjoy the immense riches he
has heaped up in his bouse, is (to be reckoned as)
dead, (for) there is nothing achieved (by him)- 1

He who knows that wealth yields every plea-
sure and yet is so blind as to lead a miserly

life will be born a demon. 9
A burden to the earth are men bent on the
acquisition of riches and not (true) fame. 3

What will the miser who is not liked (by any
one), regard as his own {in the world to come)? 4

Those who neither give {to others) nor enjoy
(their property) are (truly) destitute, though
possessing immense riches. 5

He who enjoys not (his riches) nor relieves
the wants of the worthy is a disease to his
wealth. 6

The wealth of him who never bestows aby-
thing on the destitute is like a woman of beauty
growing old without a husband. 7

The wealth of him who is disliked (by all) is
like the fruitbearing of the etty tree in the midsb
of a town. 8

Strangers will inherit the riches that have
been aecquired without regard for friendship,
comfort and charity- 9

The short-lived poverty of those who are
noble and rich is like the clouds becoming poor
(for a while)- 10
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TIRUERURAL 2056
CH. 102 On Modesty

True modesty is the fear of (evil} deeds; all
other modesty is (simply) the bashfulness of
virtuous maids. 1

Food, clothing and the lika are common to al}
men ; but modesty is peeculiar to the good. &

As the body is the abode of the spirit, so the
exacellence of modesty is the abode of perfeation. 3.

Is not modesty the ornament of the noble?
Without it, their haughtiness would be a pain
(to otbers). 4

The world regards as the abode of modesty
him who fears his own and other’s guilt. 5.

The great make modesty their barrier (of
defence) and not the wide world- 6

The modest would rather lose their life for
the sake of modesty than lose modesty for the:
sake of life. 7

Virtus is likely to forsake him who shame-
lessly does what others are ashamed of. 8

Want of manners injures one s family ; but
want of modesty injures one ’s character. 9

The actions of those who are without modesty
at heart are like those of a puppat moved by a

string: 10
18
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TIRUKKURAL 207
CH. 103 On Raising the Family

'Ifhere is no higher greatness than that of obe
saying, I will not cease in my effort (to raise my
family.) 1

One’'s family is raised by untiring perseve-
rance in both effort and wise contrivances-

The Deity will clothe itself and appear before
him who resolves on raising his family. 3

Those who are prompt in their sfforts (to
better their family) need no deliberation ; such
efforts will of thernselves succeed. 4

People will eagerly seek the friendship of the
prosperous soul who has raised his family with-
out foul means. 5

A man’'s true manliness consisis in making
himself the head and benefactor of his family. 6

Like heroes in the battle-field, the burden {of
protection &c.) is borne by those who are the
most efficient in a family. 7

As a family suffers by (one’s) indolence and
false dignity, there is to be no season (good or
bad) to those who strive to raise their family. 8

1s it only to suffering that his body is
exposed who undertakes to preserve his family
from evil ? 9
If there are none to prop up and maintain a
family (in distress), it will fall at the stroke of
the axe of misfortune- 10
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TIRUKETRAL 209
CH. 104 On Agriculture

Agriculture, though laborious, is the most
excellent (form of labour); for people, though
they go about (in search of various employ-

b}

ments), have at lg.st to resort %o the farmer. 1

Agriculturists are (as it were) the linch-pin of
the world, for they support all other workers
who cannot till the soil. 2

They alone live who live by agriculture; all
others a cringing, dependent life. 3

Patriotic farmers desire to bring all other
states under the control of their own king. 4

Those whose nature is to live by manual
labour will never beg but give sometbhing to

those who beg: 5
If the farmer's hands are slackened, even the
ascetic state will fail. 6

If the land is dried so as to reduce a hand-
ful of earth to a quarter, it will grow plenti-
fully even without a handful of manure. '

Manuring is better than ploughing; after
weeding, watching is better than wateripg (it.) 8

If the owner does not (personally) attend to
his cultivation, his land will behave like an
angry wife and yield him no pleasure.

The maiden, Earth, will laugh at the sight of
those who plead poverty and lead an idle life- 10
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TIRURKEURAL 211
CH. 105 On Poverty

There is nothing that affticts (one) like
poverty- 1

When cruel poverty comes on, it deprives one
of both the present and the fufure (bliss)- 2

Hankering poverty destroys at once the
greatness of (one's) ancient descent and (the
dignity of one’s) speech-

Even in those of high birth, poverty will pro-
duce the fault of ubtering mean words- 4

The misery of poverty brings in its train
many (more) miseries: 5

. The words of the poor are profitless, though
they may be sound in thought and clear in
expression- 6

He that is reduced to absolute poverty will
be regarded as a stranger even by his own
mother- 7

Is the poverty that almost killed me yester-
day, to meet me to-day too? 8

One may sleep in the midst of fire; but by
no means in the midss of poverty- 9

The destitute poor, who do not renounce
their bodies; only consume their neighbour’s salt
10

and waber.
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TIRUKEURAL 213

If you meet with those that may be beyged
of, you may beg; (but) if they withbhold (their
gift) it is their blame and not yours 1

Even begging may be pleasant, if whab is
begged for is obtained without grief (to him
that begs)- 9

There is even a beauty in standing before and
begging of those who are liberal in ‘their gifts
and understand their duty (to beggars)- 3

To beg of such as never think of withholding
(their charity) even in their dreams, is in fact
the same as giving (it oneself)- 4

As there are in bthe world those that give

without refusing, there are (also) those that
prefer to beg by simply standing before them. §
All the evil of begging will be removed ab
the sight of those whe ave far from the evil of
refusing- ]
Beggars rejoice excesdingly when they behold
those who bestow (their alms) with kindness
and courtesy- 7
1f there were no beggars
the cool wide world woul
movement of a puppeb.
What praise would
alms), if there were no
receive (them)
b to be angry (at &-

He who begs ought no
of (his own)

vefusal); for even the misery
ient reason (for 38
i

poverty should be & sufficien
doing)-

(the actions done in)

d only resemble bhg

=

here be to givers {of
beggars to ask for and

<
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TIRUKEURAL 216
CH.. 107 Evil of Begging

Not to beg (ab all even from those excellent
persons who cheerfully give without refusing,)
will do immense good. 1

If the Creator of the world has decreed even
begging as a means of livelihood, may he too go
abegging and perish. 9

There is no greater folly than the boldness
with which one seeks to remedy evils of poverty
by begging (rather than by working). 3

Even the whole world cannot sufficiently
praise the dignity that would not beg even in

the midst of destitution. 4
Even thin gruel is ambrosia to him who hag
obtained it by labour. 5

There is nothing more disgraceful to one’s
tongue than to use it in begging water even for
4 COW: 6

1 beseech all beggars and say, " If you need to
beg, never beg of those who give unwillingly 7
The unsafe raft of begging will split when it
strikes on the rock of refusal. ]
To think of (the evil of) begging is enough te
melt one's heart; but to think of refusalis
enough to break it. 9
Saying “No’ to a beggar takes away his life;
(but as that very word will kill the refuser)
where then would the latter's life hide itself ? 10
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TIRUKKURAL 217
CH. 108 On Unscrupulousness

The base resemble men perfectly (as regard
form): and we have not seen such (exact)
resemblance (among any other species.) 1

The low enjoy more felicity than those who
Fnow what is good, for the former are not

troubled with anxiety (as to the good). 2
The base resemble the gods; for the base
act as they like. 3
The bage feels proud when he, sees persons
whose acts are meaner than his own. -4

(The principle of) behaviour in the mean is
chiefly fear; if not, hope of gain, to some
extent. 5

The base are like a drum that is beaten, for
they unburden to others the secrets they have
heard. 6

The mean will not (even) shake off {what
sticks to) their hands (soon after a meal) to any
but shose who would break their jaws with

. their clenched fists. 7

The great bestow (their alms) as soon as they
are informed; (but) the mean, like the sugar-
cane, only when they are tortured to death- &

The base will bring an evil (accusation}
against others, as soon as he sees them {enjoy-
ing) good food and clothing:

The base will hasten to sell themselves as
soon as & calamity has befallen them- For

what else are they fitted ? 10
19
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TIRUKRURAL 219
‘CH. 109 Pain at the Sight of Beauty

Is this jewelled female a celestial, a choice
peahen, or a human being? My mind is
perplexed. ’

This female beauty returning my looks is like
a colestial maiden coming with an army to
contend against me-

T never knew before what is called Yamam ;
I see it now ; it is the eyes that carry on agreab
fight with (the help of) female qualities- 3

These eyes that seem to kill those who look
at them are as it were in hostilities with this
feminine simplicity- 4

Is it Yama, (a pair of) eyes ora hind ?—Are
not all these three in the looks of this maid? 5

Her eyes will cause (me) no trembling sorrow,
if they are properly hidden by her cruel arched
eye-brows. 6

The cloth that covers the firm bosom of this
maiden is (like) that which covers the eyes of a
rutting elephant. 7

On her bright brow alone is destroyed even
that power of mine that used to terrify the most
fearless foes in the battle-field. 8

Of what use are other jewels so her who is
adorned with modesty, and the meek looks of
hind ?

Unlike boiled honey which yields delight only
when it is drunk, love gives pleasure even when
looked at. 10
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TIRUEKURAL - 221

CH. 110  Ascertaining each other’s Intentions

There are two looks in the dyved eyes of this
(fair one); one causes paio, and the other is the
cure thereof. X

A single stolen glance of her eyes is more than
half the pleasure {of sexual embrace.) X

She has looked at me and stooped (her head) ;
and that (sign) waters as it were {the corn of)
our love. 3

When I look she looks down ; when I do not,
she locks and smiles gently. 4

She not only avoids a direct look at me, bub
loocks as it were with a halfrclosed eye and
smiles. 5

Though they may speak harshly as if they
were strangers, the words of the friendly are
soon understood. 6

Little words that are harsh and looks that are
hateful are (but) the expressions of lovers who
wish to act like strangers. 7

When I look, the pitying maid looks in return
and smiles gently ; and that is a comforting
sign for me.

Both the lovers are capable of looking at each
other in an ordinary way, as if they were per-
fect strangers.

The words of the mouths are of no use what-
ever, when thers is perfect agreement betweeo
the eyes (of lovers). 10
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TIRUKKURAL 223
CH. 111 Rejoicing over Sexuality

The (simultaneous) enjoyment of the five
senses of sight, hearing, taste, smell and iouch
can only be found with bright braceleted (wowmen). 1

The remedy for a disease is always something
different (from it); but forthe disease caused by
this jewelled maid, she is herself the cure. 2

Can the lotus-eyed Vishnu's hoaven be indeed
as sweet to those who delight to sleep in the
delicate arms of their beloved ?

From whence has she got this fire that burns
when I withdraw and cools whon I approach? 4
The shoulders of her whose locks are adorned
with flowers delight me as if they were the very
sweebs I have desired (to get)- 3
The shoulders of this fair one are made of
ambrosia, for they revive me with pleasure
every time I embrace shem. 6
The embraces of a gold-complexioned beautiful
female are as pleasant as to dwell in cne's own
house and live by one's own (earnings} after
distributing (a portion of it in charity). 7
To ardent lover’s sweet is the embrace that
cannot be penetrated even by & breath of breeze. 8
Lovegquarrel, reconciliation and intercourse—
these are the advanbtages reaped by those who
marry for lust. 9
As (one's) ignorance is discovered the more
one learns, so does repeated intercourse with a
well-adorned female (only create a desire for
more). 10



2.2 BwmEgpar

. ss0 UG SMyHH0
sralenr aurpf] wiefdFGin dlabrafigyib
Quoair &f roir wiribal 1 Lrauen (s)

D6V T & T e T entouir S8 CEEsGe udeysiT s st
Lo & @b LOairse @uwesr o, {2)

apPGweaf apgs gpayaed @aipiier pptb
Gav gy evor sedor Sanig@sr eoran . ()

srooflp Gauwlor sad phs BaGd@h
wrenllenip &sor QemarGas @Losor gu. (+)

gafl¢Fiiyd sreoabmurer Quiisr emF 9P
BV LILT & LISDHD. (®)

Wy ti_Bsng pEEy LT
LS9 D sevm&us BT, (%)

Smaurds Benphs aads wSEEl Gure
o oyaydy G DT ST PSS L. (s7)

wrst peGur Qaralef aenddGu

&1 sl aurfl g, (o)

LOGD T 5T BOT HEAT @y RT (P BGoT HE wirddp

UseT&T e g CHTRT pST S, (%)

G2l EFap worear sHIr prefiuy wr i
K 5@ QEWERAL LpD, (&0)



TIRUKKURAL 225

CH. 112 Praise of Pleasure

May you flourish, O Anicham! you have a
delicate nature. But my beloved is more deli-
cabe than you. 1

O my soul, fancying that tlowers which are
seen by many can resemble her eyes, you
become confused at the sight of them. 2

The complexion of this bamboo-shouldered
one is that of a shoot; her teeth, are pearls;
her breath, fragrance; and her dyed eyes, lances. 3

I the blue lotus could see, it would stoop and
look at the ground saying, I can mnever re-
semble the eyes of this excellent jewelled one 4

No merry drum will be beaten for the (tender)
waist of her who has adorned herself with the
anicham without having removed its stem. 5

The stars have become confused in their
places not heing able to distinguish between the

moon and the maid’s countenance. 6
Could thare be spots in the face of this maid
like those in the bright full-mcon. 7

If you can indeed shine like the face of
women, flourish, O moon, for then would you
be worth loving.

O moon, if you wish o resemble the face of
bher whose eyes are like (these) flowers, do not
appear so as to be seen by all. 9

The anicham and the feathers of the swan
are to the feet of females, like the frait of the
{thorny) Nerunji. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 227
CH. 113 Expression of ExXtessive Love

The water which oozes from the white teeth
of this soft speeched damsel is like & mixture of

milk and honey. 1
The love between me and this damsel is like
the union of body and soul. 2

O you image in the pupil (of my eye 1) depart:
there is no room for my fair browed beloved. 3

My fair-jewelled one rasemhles the living soul
(when she is in union with me), the dying soul
wheun she leaves me. :

It I had forgotten her who has bright battling
eyes, I would have rememberred (thee); but I
never forget her, (thus says he to her maid)- 5

My lover would not depart from mine eyes;
even if I wink, he would not suffer (from pain) ;
he is so ethereal.

As my lover abides in my eyes, I will not even
paint them, for he would (then) have to conceal
himself. 7

As my lover is in my heart, I am afraid of
eating (anvthing) hot, for I know it would pain
him.

I will not wink, knowing that if I did, my
lover would hide bimseli; and for this reason,
this town says, he is unloving. 9

My lover dwellg in my heart with perpebual
delight ; but the town says he is unloving (and
therefore) dwells afar. 10
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TIRUERURAL 229
CH. 114 Expressing their Loss of Modesty

To those who after enjoyment of sexual plea-
sure suffer (for want of more,) there is no help
so efficient as the palmyra horse. 1

Having got rid of shame, the suffering body
and soul save themselves  on the palmyras
horse.

Modesty and manliness were once my own;
now, my own is the palmyra horse that is

ridden by the lustful. 3
The raft of modesty and manliness, is, alas,
carried ofl by the strong current of lust- 4

She with the small garland like bracelets has
given me the palmyra horse and the sorrow that
is endured at night. 5

Mine eyes will not close in sleep on your
‘mistress’s account ; even at midnight will I think
of mounting the palmyra horse. 6

There is nothing so noble as the womanly
nature that would not ride the palmyra horse,
tbough plunged in a sea of lust. 7

Even the lust of women transgresses ifs
secrecy and appears in public, forgetbing that
they are too chaste and liberal (to be evercome
by it). 8

My lust feeling that it is not known by all,
reels confused in the streets (of this town). 9

Even strangers laugh (at us) so as to be seen

by us, for they have not suffered. 10
20
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TIRURKURAL 231
CH. 115 Talk about Rumour in Separation

My precious lifeis saved by the rise of ramour,
a,;:d this, to my good luck no others are aware
of.

Not knowing the value of her whose eyes are
like flowers, this town has got up a rumour
about me. . 2

Will T not get a rumour that is known to the
{whole) town ? For what I have not got is as
if I had got it (already). 3

Rumour increases the violence of my passion;
without ib, it would grow weak and waste
away: 4

As drinking liguor is delightful (to one) when-
ever one is in mirth, so is lust delight{ul to me
whenever it is the subject of rumour. 5

It was but a single day that I looked on (my
lover); but the rumour thereof has spread like
the seizure of the moon by the serpent- 6

This malady (of lust) is manured by the talk
of women and watered by the (harsh) words of
my mother.

To say that one could extingaish passion by
rumour is like extinguishing fire with ghes. 8

When tbe departure of him who said “ fear
not ** has put me to shame before others ? why
need I be ashamed of scandal? 9

The yumour I desire is raised by the town
(itself); and my lover would if desired consen$
(to my following him)- 10
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TIRUEKURAL 233
CH. 116 Inability to Endure Seperation

If it is not departure, tell me ; butif it is your
speedy reburn tell it to those who would be
alive then- : ' 1

His.very look was once pleasing; but (now)
even intercourse is painful through -fear of
separation. 2

As even the lover who understands (every-
thing) may ab times depart, confidence is hardly
possible- 3

1f he who bestowed his love and said * fear
pot” should depart, will it be the fault of those
who believed in (his) assuring words? 4

It you would save (my life), delay the depsr-
ture of my destined (husband) ; for if he departs,
intercourse will become impossible.

If he is so cruel as to mention his departure
{to me), the hope that he would bestow (his
love) must be given up.

Do not the rings that begin to slide down my
fingers fore-hode the separation of my lord. 7

Painful is it to live in a friendless town; but
far naore painful is it to part from one’s lover. 8

Tire burns when touched ; but, like the sick-
ness of love can it alsc burn when removed? 9

(As if they were) many indeed that can consent
to the impossible, kill their paip, endure sepa-
ration and yet continue to live afterwards. 10
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TIRUKEURAL 235
CH. 117 Languishing in Sorrow

Y would hide this pain from others; but it
(only) swells like a spring to those who
drain it. 1

I cannot conceal this pain, nor can I relate it
without shame to him who has caused it. 2

(Both) lust and shame, with my soul for their
shoulder pole, balance themselves on & body thab
cannot bear tham. 3

There is indeed a flood of lust; but there is
po raft of safety to cross it with- 4

He who can produce sorrow from friendship,
what can he not bring forth out of enmity? 5

The pleasure of lust is (as great as) the sea;
but the pain of lust is far greater. 6

T have swamn across the terrible flood of lust,

but have not seen its shore; even ab midnight
1 am alone; still I live. 7

The night which graciously lulls to slesp all
living creatures has me alone for her com-

panion- 8

The lopg nights of these daysare far more
cruel than the heartless one who is torturing
me. 9

Could mine eyes travel like my thoughts to
the abode (of my absent lord), they would not
swim in this flood of tears. 10
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TIRUKEURAL 237
CH. 118 The Eyes Suffering from Eagerness.

As this incurable malady has been caused by
my eyes which showed (him) to me why should
they now weep for (him) ? 1

The dyed eyes that (ther) looked without
foresight, why should they now endure sorrow,
without feeling sharply (their own fault)- 2

They themselves looked eagerly (on him) and
now they weep. 1Is not this to be laughed at? 3

These painted eyes have cansed me a lasting
mortal disease, and now they can weep no mote,
the tears having dried up. 4

Mine eyes have caused me a lust that is greater
"than the ses and (they themselves) endure the
torture of sleeplessness- 5

The eyes that have given me this disease
have themselves been seized with this (suffering).
Oh! I am much delighted- 6

The eyes that became tender and gazed
intently on him, may they suffer so much as o-
dry up the fountain of their tears. 7

Hoe is indeed here who loved me with his lips
but not with his heart but mine eyes sutfer
from not seeing him. 3

YWhen he is away they do not sleep; when he
is present they do mnot sleep ; in either case
mine eyes endure unbearable agony. 9

It is not difficult for the people of this place
$o understand the secret of those whose eyes,
like mine, are a8 it were beaten drums- 10
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TIRDKEKURAL 239
CH. 118 Suffering from Sallowness

I who then consented to the absence of my
loving lord, to whom can I (oow) relate she
fact of my having turned sallow. 1

Sallowness, as if proud of having been caused
by him, would now ride on wy person- 2

He bas taken (away) my beauby and mndesty,
and given me instead disease and sallowness. 3

1 think (of him); and what I speak about is
but his excellence: still is Ghere sallowness;

and this is deceitful. 4
Just as my lover departed then. did vot sal-
lowness spread hera on my person ? 3

Just as darkness waits for the failing light, so
does sallowness wait for the laxity of my
hushand's intercourse.

1 who was in close embrace just turned aside
apd the moment I did so, sallowness came ou
me like something to be seized on- 7

Besides those who say ‘she has turned
sallow’’ there are nouve who say ‘he bhas
_forsaken her’. 8
1$ be is clear of guilt who has conciliated me
{bo his dsparture) let my body guffer ity due and
turn sallow. 9
It would be good to be said of ma that T have
purned sallow if friends do not veproach with
" apkindness him who pleased me (then)- 10
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TIRUKKURAL 24}
CH. 120 Excessive of Sorrow of Solitude

The women who are beloved by those whom
they love, have they noft got the stone-less fruit
of sexual delight ? 1

The bestowal of love by the beloved on those
who love them is like the rain raining (at the
proper season) on those who live by it. 2

The pride that says' 'We shall live’ suits only
those who areloved by their beloved (husbands).3

Even those who are esteemed (by other
women) are devoid of excellence, if they are not
foved by their beloved. 4

He who is beloved by me, what will he do to
me, if I am not beloved by him? 5

Lust, like the weight of the kavadi, paiog if it
lies in oune end only but pleases if it is in both. 6

Would not cupid who abides and contends in
one party only witness the pain and sorrow {in
that party) ? 7

There is no ons in the world so bard-hearted
as those who can live wikhoub receiving (even) a
kind word from their beloved. 8

—Though my beloved bestows no love oo oue,
gtill are his words sweet to my ears- 9

Live, O my soul, would you who relate your
great sorrow o strangers, try rather to fill up

your own ses (of sorrow). 10
21
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TIRUKKURAL 243

CH. 121 Weeping at the thought of her Husband

Sexuality is sweeter than liquor, because
when remembered it creates a most rapturous
delight. 1

Even to think of one’s beloved gives one no
pain. Sexuality, in any degree, is always
delightful- 2

I feel as if I am going to sneeze but do notr
and (therefore) my beloved is about to think (ef

me) but does not- 3
He continues to abide in my soul, do T like-
wise abide in his ? 4
He who has imprisoned me in his soul, is he
ashamed to enter incessantly into mine- 5

I live by remembering my (former) inter-
course with him ; it it were not se, how could
Ilive? 6

1 have never forgotten (the pleasure) : even to
think of it burns my soul; could I live, ifI
should ever forget it ? 7

He will nos be angry howsver much I may
think of him ; is it not so mueh the delight my
beloved affords me? 8

My precious life is wasting away by shix_lking
too much on the cruelty of him who said we
were not different. 9

May you live, O Moon. Do not set, phat I
may see him whe has departed without
quitfing my soul. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 245
CH. 122 Relating Her Dream

Wherewith shall I feast the dream which has
brought me my dear one’s messenger ? 1
It my fish-like painted eyes should, at my
begging, close in sleep, I could fully relate my
gufferings to my lord. 2
My life lasts because in my dream T behold
him who does not favour me in my waking
hours. 3
‘ There is pleasure in my drsam, beeause in it
I seek and obtain him who does not visit me in
my wakefulness. 4
I saw him in my waking hours, and then it
wase pleasant; I see him just now in my dream,
and it is (equally) pleasant. b5
Were there no such thing as wakefulness, my
belaved (who visited me) in my dream would
not depart from me. 6
The cruel one who would not favour me in
wakefulness, what right has he fo torture me
in my dreams? 7
When I am asleep he rests on my shoulders,
(but) when I awake he hastens into my soul- 8
They who have no dear ones to behold in
their dreams blame him who visibs me not in
my waking hours- 9
The women of this place say he has forsaken
me in my wakefulness. ¥ think they have not
goen him visit me in my dreams. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 247
CH. 123 ° Weeping at the Approach of Night

Liye, O you evening; are you (the former)
evening? No, you are the season bhat slays
married women-

A long life to you, O dark Evening! You are
sightless. Is your help-mate (also) as bard-
hearted as mine. 2

The evening that {once) came in with tremb-
Ving and dimness (now) brings me an aversien
for life and increasing sorrow.

In the absence of my lover, evening comes'in
like slayers on the field of slaughter. 1

" What good have I done to morning (and)
whas evil to evening?

Previous to my husband’s departure, I knew
not the painfnl nature of evening. 6

This malady buds forth in the morning, ex-
pands all day loog and blossoms in the even-
ing. 7

The shepherd’s flute now sounds as a fiery
forerunner of night, and is become a weapon
that slays (me).

When night comes on counfusing (every one’s)
mind, the (whole) town will lose its sense and
be plunged in sorrow. 9

My (hitherto) unextinguished life is now lost
in this bewildering night at the thought of
him who has the nature of wealth. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 249
CH. 124 The Members Lose their Beauty

‘While we endure the unbearable sorrow, your
eyes weep for him who is gone afar, and shun:
(the sight of) fragrant flowers. 1

The discoloured eyes thatshed tears profusely
seem to betray the unkindness of our beloved. 2

The shoulders that swelled on the day of our
union {now) seem to announce our separation
clearly (to the public)-

In the absence of your consort, your shoulders
having lost their former beauty and fulness,
your bracelets of pure gold have become loose- 4

The (loosened) bracelets and the shoulders
from which the old beauty has faded, relate the
cruelty of the pitiless one. 5

I am greatly pained to hear you call him a
cruel man, just because your shoulders are
reduced and your bracelets loosened-

Can you O my soul! gain glory by relating to
the (so-called) cruel one the clamour of my,
fading shoulders?

When I once loosened the arms that were in,
embrace, the forehead of the gold-braceleted
woman turnsd sallow. , 8

When bub a breath of breeze penatratad our
embrace, her large cool eyes became sallow. 9

Was it at the sight of what the bright fore-
head had done that the sallowness of her eyes
became sad ? 10
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TIRUKKURAL 251
CH. 125 Speaking to Herself

O my sgu_l, will you not think and tell me
some medicine, be it what it may, that can cure
this ncurable malady? 1

May you live, O my soul! While he is with-
out love, for you to suffer is (simple) folly. 2

Q my soul, why remain (here) and suffer
thinking (of him). There are no lewd thoughts
{of you) in him who has caused you this disease
of sorrow. 3

O my soul, take my eyes also with you.
(If not), these would eat me up (in their desire)
to see bhim- ' 4

O my soul, can he who love not though he is
beloved, be forsaken saying he hates me(now) 5

O my soul, when you see the dear one who
removes dislike by intercourse, you are displeas-
ed and continue to be so. Nay, your displeasure
is (simply) false. 6

O my good soul, give up either lust or honour,
as for me I can endure neither. 7

You are a fool, O my soul, to go after mv
departed one, while you mourn that he is nob
kind enough to favour youe 8

O my soul, to whom would you repair, while
the dear one is within yourself ? 9
If I retain in my heart him who hus left me
without be-friending me, I shall lose even the
(inward) beauty that remains. 10
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TIRURKURAL 258
CH. 126 Loss of Feminine Modesty

The axe of lust can break the door of chastity
which is bolted with the bolt of modesty. 1

Even at midnight is my mind worried by Pust,
and this one thing, alas! is without mercy. 2

I would conoeal my lust, but alas, it yislds
not to my will, but breaks oeut like & sneeze. 3

I say I would be firm, but alas, my malady
breaks out from its concealment, and appears in
public. 4

The dignity that would go after an absent
lover is not known to those who are stricken by
love. . 5

The sorrow I have endured by desiring to go
after my absent lover, in what way is i
excellent ? . 6

I know nothing like shame when my beloved
does from love (just) what is desired (by me). 7

Are not the enticing words of my trick-
abounding roguish lover the weapon that breaks
away my feminine firmness: 8

I said I would feign dislike and so went
(away): (but) I embraced him the moment I
saw my mind begin to unite with him. 9

Is it possible for those whose hearts melt like
tat in the fire to say that they can feign a

strong dislike and remain so? 10
22
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PIRUKEURAL 265
CH. 127 Hankering after Each Othet

My finger has worn away by marking (on the
wall) the days he has been absent while my
eyes have lost their lustre and begin to fail.

O you bright-jewelled maid, if I forget (bim)
to-day, my shoulders will lose their beauty even
in the other life and make my bracelet logsa- 2

I still live by longing for the arrival of bim
who has gone out of love for victory and with
valour as his guide. 3

My heart is rid of its sorrow and swells with
rapture to think of my absent lover returning
with his love: 4

May I look on my lover tilll am satisfied and
thereafter will vanish the sallowness of my
slender shoulders. ' 5

May my husband return some day; and ther
will T enjoy (him) so as to destroy all this
agonizing sorrow. 6

On the rebturn of him who is as dear as my
ayes, am I displeased or am I to embrace (him) ;
or am I to do both ? 7

Let the king fight and gain (victories); (bub)
let me be united to my wifs and feast the
evening. 8

To those who suffer waiting for the day of
return of their distant lovers, one day is as
long as seven days- 2

After (my wife) has died of a broken hear,
what good will there be if she is to receive me,
has recsived me, or has-even ambraced me. 10
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TIRUEKURAL 257
CH: 128 Making out one another’s Feelings

Though you would conceal (your feelings),.
your painted eyes would not; for transgressing
(their bounds), they tell (me) something- 1

Unusually great is the female simplicity of
your maid whose beauty fills my eyes and whose
shoulders resemble the bamboo. P4

There is something that is implied in the
beauty of this woman, like the thread that is
visible in a garland of gems. 3

There is something in the unmatured smile of
this maid like the fragrance thab is contained in
an unblossomed bud- 4

The well-meant departure of her whose ban-
gles are tight fitting contains a remedy that can
cure my great sorrow- 5

The embrace that fills me with comfort and
gladness is capable of enduring (my former)
sorrow and meditating on his want of love: 6

My bracelets have understood befors me the
(mental) separation of him who rules the cool
seashore.

It was but yesterday my lover departed (from
me) ; and it is seven days since my complexion
turned sallow.

She locked at her bracelets, her tender shoul-
ders, and her feet ; this was what she did there
(significantly )- ] 4

To express their love-sickness by their eyes
and resort to begging bespeaks more thazm
ordinary female excellence. 10
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TIRUKKURAL 259

CH. 129 Longing for Intercourse

To please by thought and cheer by sight is
peculiar, not to liguor but lust. 1

If women have a lust that exceeds evven the
measure of the palmyra {ruit, they will not desire
(to feign) dislike even as much as the millet. 2

Though my eyes disregard me and do what
is pleasing to my husband, still will they not be
satisfied unless they see him. 3

O my friend, I was prepared to feign dis-
pleasure but my mind forgetting it was ready to
embrace him. 4

Like the eyes which see not the pencil that
paiots it, I cannot see my husband’s fault (just)
when I meet him. 5

When I see my husband, 1 do not see any
faults, but when I do not see him, I do not see
anything but faults. 6

Like those who leap into a stream which they
know will carry them off, why should a wife feign
dislike which she knows, cannot hold out long? 7

O you rogue; your breast is to me what liguor
is to those who rejoice in it, tbough it only
gives them an unpleasant disgrace. 8

Sexual delight is more delicate than a Hower;
and few are those who understand its real
pature. 9

She once feigned dislike in her eyes, but the
warmth of her embrace exceeded my own. 10
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TIRUKEURAL 261
CcH. 130 Being Displeased with one self

O my soul, although you have seen how his
soul stands by him, how is it you do not stand
by me? 1

O my soul, although you have known him
yvho does not love me, still do you go to him,
saying *' he will not be displeased ? " 9

O my soul, do you follow him at pleasure
under the belief that the ruined have no friends ? 3

O my soul, you would not first seem sulky
and then enjoy (him) ; who then in future consulb
you about such things ? 4

My soul fears when it is without him: it
also fears when it is with him: it is subject to
incessant sorrow. 5

My mind has been (here) in order to eat me
up (as it were) whenever I think of him in my
solitude. 6

I have even forgotten my modesty, having
been caught in my foolish mind which is not
dignified enough to forget him.

My soul which clings to life thinks only of
his (own) gain in the belief that it would be

disgraceful for it to despise him. 8
Who would help me out of one's distress,
when one’s own soul refuses help to one? 9

It is hardly possible for strangers to behave
like relations when one’s own soul acts like a
stranger. 10



.50, s ar

o8. sr.s Lo af
Yevoor BoT YU LSS Wi ith
GoaC@ sTeEwEses B0 H. (%)

e reoiot $PMD Yo WSS g
108 & pa; afer affsv. (2)

BaTen s WS QFLISDaH pibentol).
L RBETEHIL LT af 5. (8)

2arly. UWIQUEDT WA T6RLL QT it
aerefl gpsevlls Spau. (+)

pRGFOE BsaevaTs Gsart Ynggsens

LHQU BT BN @Y T SH . (®)
siafluyth yevalyy D TUT D &STI08E

safiyd s@mdsry wHou. (#)
e ol gpabrirw@srd marUD yewrTag

FOar Fer u@sT @505, (e7)

Borg @ovasrsay CsrbsrQrar pibsHuyh
ET&E fAvas anyf, (<)

fw By PafiCs yewafuyh
FpEs sstwrQer Gaf (=)

ouL. BIDTBE BGuTErT GLBrGRrEFS

& 30w Quaru gaur, (&0)



TIRURRKURAL 253
CH. 131 Feigned Dislike

Let us witness awhile his keen suffering;
just feign dislike and embrace bhim not. 1

A little dislike is like salt in proportion: to
prolong it a little is like salt a little oo much. 2

For men not to embrace those who have
feigned dislike is like torturing those already in
agony- 3

Not to reconcile those who havefeigned dislike
is like cutting a faded creeper at its root. 4

An increased shyness in those whose eyes are
like flowers is beautiful even to good and virtuous
husbands. 5

Sexual pleasure, without prolonged and short-
lived dislike is like too ripe, and unripe fruit. 6

)

The doubt as to whether intercourse would
take place soon or not, creates a sorrow (even),
in feigned dislike. 7

What avails sorrow when I am without a
wife who can understand the cause of my

sorrow ? 8
Tike water in the shade, dislike is delicious
only in those who love. 9

It is nothing but strong desire that makes her
mind unite with me who can leave her to her
own dislike. 10
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TIRUEKURAL 265,
CH.1132 - Dislike Caused by Trifles

You are given to prostibution ; all those who
are born as womankind enjoy you with their
eves in an ordinary way. I will not embrace
you- \ 1
When I confinued to be sulky he sneezed and
thought I would (then) wish him a long life. 2

Even if I were adorned with a garland of
branch-flowers she would say I did so to show if
to another woman. 3

TWhen I said I loved her more than any other
woman, she said ‘‘ more than others, yes more
than others,” and remained sulky- 4

When I said I would never part from her in
this life, her eyes were filled with tears.

" When I said I had remembered her, she said
I had forgotten her and relaxing her embrace,
began to feign dislike. ) 6

When I sneezed, she blessed me, bub at once
changed (her mind) and wept, asking, ‘‘ At the
thought of whom did you sneeze ¢ 7

‘_Vhep‘ I suppressed my sneezing, she wept
saying = I suppose you (did so) to hide from me
your own people’s remembrance of you.” 8

Even when I try to remove her dislike, she is
displeased and says ~This is the way you
behave towards other women.”

Even when I look on her contemplating (her
beauty), she is displeased and says, ‘* With whose
thought you (thus) looked on my person.” 10

23
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TIRUKKURAL 267
CH. 133 The Delights of Dislike

Although my hushand is free from defects, the
way in which bhe embraces me is such as to
make me feign dislike. 1

His love will increase though it may (at first)
seem to fade through the short-lived distress
caused by (my) dislike. 2

Is there a celestial land that can please like
the feigned dislike of those whose union resem-

bles that of earth and water. 3
In prolonged dislike after an embrace there is
a weskness that can break my heart. 4

Though free from defects, men feel pleased
when they cannot embrace the delicate shoulders
of those whom they love- 5

To digest what has been eabten is more
delightful than to eat more; likewise love is more
delightful in dislike than inkercourse. 6

Those are conquerors whose dislike has been
defeated and that is proved by the love (which
follows)- 7

Will I enjoy once more through her dislike,
the pleasure that love that makes her forehead
perspire ? 8

May the bright-jewelled one feign dislike, and
may the night be prolonged for me to implore
ker ! : 9

Dislike adds delight to love ; and a heaity em-
brace (thereafter) will add delight to dislike. 10
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