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PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN THE PRODUCTION OF
ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF TAMIL LITERATURE

DR. V. ARASU

In a world where ‘the printed word’ has become absolutely
indispensable, Encyclopaedias have become part of our academic
paraphernalia and their absence would certainly constitute a
serious handicap to any researcher. More than a mere compilation
of datails in alphabetical order, Encyclopaedia is supposed to
sarve as an autheatic source of information and the information
that is given should be necessarily updated and exhaustive. In
the present context of ‘specializations’, it is increasingly important
that each discipline should have an Encyclopaedia though thls
ruas counter to the accepted definition of ‘EBacyclopaedia’. This
paper proposes to discuss the problems that arise in the process
of producing the ‘Encyclopaedia of Tamil Literature’. Under
our purview are

1. The nature of basic sources! in Tamil
2. Their availability and other related problems and

3. How to approach these problems.

Contrary to the remote antiquity of the Tamil language,
there exists a lacuna as far as the reference materials are
concerned. It becomes abundantly clear when we compare the
profusion of reference materials in English. Such a comparison
would lead us to other social, economic, political questions which
will not be pertinent to our discussion.

Bibliographies become indispensable in a literary research.
And annotated bibliographies would be a more ideal sourse of
information. We find hundreds of such bibliographies in English;
research on bibliographies and even bibliography of bibliographies
have been made available. On the other hand in Tamil, there
is a dearth of bibliographies?.. Since all the literary pieces
produced before the tenth century have been compiled and edited,

4
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the absence of bibliographies does not pose any problem. But
it is certainly a problem when we intend to work on Tamil
literature after the 10th century as we do not find any syste-
matfc compilation of details.

1. All the books that have been published in Tamil
have not been listed anywhere.

2. There are problems in selecting books on the basis
of its merit.

3. And ultimately exhaustive coverage becomes impo-
ssible.

Apart from bibliographies, books on literary history are
quite essential for a literary research. The forces in the society
must be studied to appreciate literature as those forces determine
it. Hence in the production of Encyclopaedia, literary history is
very much essential to present a literature, with all its dimensions.
As for literature, it can be said that there are no detailed books
on Tamil literary history.® (The absence of books on Tamil
social history is one of the contributing factors). The problems
encountered because of the absence of books on literary
history are:

1. The problem of identifying the social background of
a particular work.

2. The problem of identifying the date of a work of art.
The impact a literary work made on a society
remains unknown.

Aund now comes the life of the artist which is undoubtedly
important in literary research. This point has been lost sight of.
Still there are very few writers who have volunteered to produce
such biographies of men of letters.! We do net know whether
any private organization has undertaken this type of work. And
problems that we have to face are

1. AThe relation between artist and the work of art
remains unidentified because of lack of evidence.

2. One is prone to misinterpret the writer’s philo-
sophical outlook,
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3. At times, even wrong information regarding the
author can be treated as evidence.

The research journals in a language play an important role
in keeping abreast of the recent trends and findings in.the
cultural developments and linguistics.

The publications on linguistics have considerably increased®
while sociological analyses of cultural aspects of literature are
meagre. Indexes of such journals have also been not maintained
properly.®. And so one should necessarily hesitate when incor-
porating research findings in the encyclopaedia. This leads to
problems such as:

1. The impact of social, economic and political changes
on the culture of the Tamil remains unexplained.
2. The possibility of recording the recent trends in
research in Tamil is slender.
As ‘encyclopaedia’ implies exhaustive explication of everything
that comes under a subject, information regarding manuscripts
should be made available to the reader.

We come to know that there are a few rare Tamil manu-
scripts being preserved abroad. They can be microfilmed for
our use in the Encyclopaedia. The problems in the microrepro-
duction of such importaat manuscripts can be described as
follows :

1. Government Institutions have not made any effort
to microfilm these manuscripts. (Some initiative
seems to have been taken, of late) In this context,
details of the manuscripts cannot be accommodated
in the encyclopaedia.

2. A complete inventory of all these manuscripts
scattered all over the world has yet to be
" made-

It should be noted that the Encyclopaedia has to go without
any reference to the manuscripts. Even the manuscripts of noted
scholars have to be unavoidably overlooked.?
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Many research projects have been carried out in the
Universities both in India and abroad. And it is imperative
that an Encyclopaedia should record these facts also. Here again,
the problems we have to face are

1. Complete indexes to the research projects are not
made available,

2. Some incomplete reports have been published by
certain Institutions.®

3. Reports on the research projects are not published
by the Institutions (Whereas foreign universities
allow publication of reports),

There is a wide gap existing between the contemporary
writers and th: Universities; on the contrary, American Univer-
sities take creative writers into - their fold. The writers are
invited and allowed to teach the students. -

This remains as something far from our imagination in the
Indian Uhaiversities.® The committed writers publish in a few
little magazine which are not noticed by the universities: And
S0 details relating to these authors can not be obtained.

So much for the non-availability of basic sources and reference
materials which impedes our making a complete encyclopaedia.

Indexes are very important for any literary research. Some
scholars!® have arrived at the date of a literary work on the
basis of the words used. There are a few indexes in Tamil.!!
In the production of encyclopaedia, these indexes will be helpful
in collecting data.

1. Again, complete indexes have not been prepared
so far.

2. Efforts to prepare indexes to other disciplines have
not been taken as yet.

We should acknowledge the fact that many attempts have
been made in Lexicography. Lexicons, dictionaries and bilingual
dictionaries are relatively larger in number.12 But there have
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been no discipline-wise dictionaries. Among the dictionaries in
Tamil, the ‘Tamil Lexicon’ published by the University of Madras
is found very useful in the preparation of Encyclopaedia. Yet
the absence of undermentioned dictionaries!® poses problems.

1. Dictionary of Tamil Literary Terms

2. Biographical Dictionary of Tamil writers.

In the realm of encyclopaedia, apitana kicam, apitana cintamani
and kalaikalanciyam (10 volumes) are the remarkable attempts
made in Tamil.!* And these serve as a source of information
for the Encyclopaedia of Tamil literature. Even in these ency-
clopaedias, certain entries on Tamil literature are not complete.
For instance,

1. Explanations of details relating to the ancient
literature are not adequate.

2, Much emphasis has been given to the Sanskrit
influence and Puranas.

3. In Kalaikalaficiyam (10 volumes) we do not find
adequate number of entries relating to Tamil language.

In this context, it is imperative that we should - bring out
an Encyclopaedia which would to a large extent serve as a
major source of information. Here again to enumerate the factors
that we have to reckon with while producing an Encyclopaedia
of Tamil literature:

1. There have been no proper bibliographies.

2. A complete Tamil literary history is yet to be written.
Biographical details of all the Tamil writers have
not been collected so far.

4, .No interdisciplinary studies have been seriously
undertaken.

5. Palm leaves and manuscripts have not been collected
and preserved.

6. Iodexes to the theses submitted in the universities
are not available
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7. A wide gap exists between the contemporary writers
and other institutions.

8. The indexes, the dictionaries and the encyclopaedias
that are available fo us are not complete.

These are the basic problems to be taken to heart while
preparing the Eacyclopaedia of Tamil Literature. With all these
into consideration, the preparation of the Encyclopaedia is indeed
a stenuous effort, It is sure to consume a great deal of time,
collective labour, discussions of the expertise and editorial accuracy.
When one enters into this project, he should have the utmost
tenacity, sincereity, maturity and discretion along with wide
scholarship. Regular contact with Scholars scattered all over,
frequent group discussions and proper research editing would be
essential to bring out a perfect Encyclopaedia,

NOTES

1. ‘Basic Sources’ here would mean sources of first-hand
information essential for the production of encyclopaedia.

2, The first bibliography has been prepared by John Murdoch
in 1865. Apart from this, there have been some 14 biblio-
graphies in Tamil. -

3, There is no detailed book on literary history of the period
before 10th century. But it should be noted that Mr. Mu
Arunachalam has made commendable attempts in his recent
volumes dealing with the period after 10th century,

4. Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer and T. V. Kalyana Sundara
Mudaliar are the two noted scholars who engaged themselves
in writting biographies of men of letters.

5. A remarkable publication in this field is International Journal
of Dravidian Linguistics (IJDL).

6. An exception is Research through Tamil Journal edited by
Dr. A. A, Manavalan. (IITS)

1. For example, the manuscripts of Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer.
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8.

12,

13.

The recent publication of Madurai Kamaraj University
indexes to the theses submitted is not a complete one and
does not include all the theses.

. The initiatives taken towards this direction by University of

Kerala and Madurai-Kamaraj University should be mentioned
here,

. For example, K. N. Sivaraja Pillai, S. Vaiyapuri Pillai etc.

a) The two notable indexes are Palantami] collataivu (3
volumes) published by French Institute of Indology.

b) Index upto Pre-Pallava period by Prof. N: Subramaniam.

More than fifty dictionaries have been published.

The available dictionaries are

a) R. C. Kanthaia Pillai’s Ilakkiya Varicai

b) R. C. Kanthaia Pillai’s ‘Tamil/ Pulavar Varicai’

c) Kannppa Mutaliyar, Palir’s Tamil Ilakkiya Akarati

. Mention should also be made of:

a) Islamia Kalaikkalanciyam (2 volumes)
b) Kulantaikal Kalaikkalaiciyam (10 volumes)

Note: With regard to this subject the monograph of Prof.

Dr. N. Sanjeevi, entitled Centami/ Valarkkum Cirtanaikal
(Sep. 1959) deserves special mention.






WESTERN INFLUENCE ON TAMIL FICTION

Mrs. V. PaDMA

Tamil Fiction owes its very origin to western impacts,
specifically of British influence. Unlike poetry or Drama, fiction
has no history native to itsglf. Prose literature, of which fiction
is a major part, is itself the import of European countries-alofig
with its industrialization, commercialisation and transportation.
Infact Prose in Europe itself is the result of these shifting
crises. A brief outlook on the origin of prose in the world -
literary arena, of Prose in Tamil Nadu and its subsequent
development into fictional prose are essential to delve deep into
the subject chosen for discussion.

Prose and then fiction, has been the product of a shifting
crisis in the social pattern in any part of the world. In Britain,
when the bastilles of feudalism were shaken by the invention
of machines and industrialization, life became machanised. Hence
the bonds of love and ecstacy of familial units were almost
uprooted. The mercantile and indnstrial society broke the feudal
relations and introduced new production methods and hence the
formations of new relations between the people of the society.
Science tore the veils of superstitions about power, genius and
other values. It made man recognise his authority. Common
man understood for the first time that he has an indeliable
role in the production machinery of the society. Ofcourse,
industrialisation, with the machinery as the property of a few
against the whole mass of manpower, almost vulgarised mankind
to mere operating machines, as against the operated ones. The
old forms of cultural expressions like lyric, ode, epic or elegy
became unsatisfactory to voice out these mew relations. The old
relation of poet-patron technique became out of use. Everyman
was aware of his own role and this necessiated an entirely new
literary creation. Prose, the language of man in his practical
life alome could satisfy this historical need. It could bring

literature out of fairy tales and fantasies, out of metrical impri-
5
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sonment and on to the language of the bar, the street, the
bedroom, the theatre house and in short to the talk of the

<common man.

India too faced this change when imperialism landed here
with its education, printing, transportations and various cultural
habits. :

When this marketeers ceased to be mere business people, the
Indians, specially the educated 'Indians realised the need to
counter their activities. The political movement against colonial
.domination in India was closely associated with a revival, rather
recreation of artistic forms and cultural activities of many
different kinds. The role of Europeans was no small part in
this process of recreations. Sometimes they merely provoked a
response as in the case of literacy and religious revivalism; but
in other cases they lent active assistance.

The imperialist rule in India affected the elites of the
cities and major towns at its first stage. The priests, nobles,
.courtjers, officials and professionals of the city were immediately
affected by this contact. Hit hard by these, they made attempts
to regemerate the artistic and academic life of the city in order
to restore some of the self-confidence destroyed by the ease of
colonial conquest, to provide evidence of rebut to the rulers’
claim to a superior culture and to lay the foundations for the
new claim to national identity,

In Tamil Nadu, the process was not an easy outcome.
Tamils had to create a mew style of language to communicate
these sentiments. Tamil had hitherto been eulogised by patrons,
kings and courts. Hence, the language had always been in the
hold of imaginative and rhetorical style. It was the British
missionaries and rulers who recognised and brought this out.
They had to learn it to teach their officials a conversational
Tamil to communicate to the natives; and they also had to
improvise their christian religion on the poor natives.

Tamil prose thus had its origin in the Tamil translations
of old and new testaments of Bible, in the simplified texts of
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Tamil grammar and bilingual dictionaries to the foreigners and
so on.! But by the end of 19th century, Britishers have trained
some of the Indian elites as their officials. These few were
introduced to world literature through English and sometimes.
to Indian literature itself through English as their medium. It
can even be said that these elites were able to think in English
itself.

These elites understood the effects of colonial domination in
India. They had an urgent duty of making their county’s people
realise their own merit. The nationalistic glories were to be fanned
up. To reach the people on a large scale poetry could be of no
use So they took to prose and specially fictional prose to instigate
the sense of belonging in the mass. They were nevertheless attra--
cted by British modes of life in the mannerisms, attire and behaviour.
Thus the earliest fiction writings were the products of socially
conscious men, bred up in British educational patterns. European
impact at this stage was not so much in artistry or aesthetic

_output but in the choice of the genre. The content, sentiment,
and concept were all native, Tamilian to the core. Fiction,
both novel and short-story, has the same tradition of influence.
For the sake of convenience we shall deal with novel first and
short-story later. Only the major trends of western influence
are pointed out here.

Since the paper does not attempt to scrutinise the history
of Tamil literature, some writers might not find a place here.
It would be because their writings do not bear the signs of
Western influence very much,

Western influence has had its effect in various ways in
different shapes at different periods.

1. It has affected the cultural life and hence production of
Tamil novel and shortstory hoisting the glorious cultural life of
the native land.

2. The printing technology imported from Europe expanded
the press and thereby journalism enl:ered-m as a major mass-
communication channel. -
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3. The intellectuals of Tamilnadu introduced to world
literature began to translate many works-German, French, Russian,
Chinese into Tamil.” Indian writings-Bengali, Marathi, Hindj,
Arabic-were also translated from the English versions.

4. The ideological convictions and their literary expressions
found an entry into the Tamil literary circle.

5. The experimentations of technique, form, composition etc.,
were made as a result of the aesthetic appeal the Western
literatures wrought in our writers.

I

In the history of Tamil literature, novel dates from the
fourth quarter of 19th century. Though they are normally con-
sidered the beginning of Tamil fiction, we should recall that
they were not products of any creative urge or even skill,
Their main aim was to revive in people’s mind, the glorious
history and great cultural heritage of our native land. They
also had to create a sense of aversion, if not an antogonism,
against the British culture. Thus their aim was cultural rehabi-
litation and propagandist value of literature dominated. However,
this period broke the hitherto fenced-in literature in the confines
of glory of Gods, kings, patrons and richmen. Common man
became the nodal point.

Their propagation against the Britishers did not have any
material basis on political issues since freedom movement was
not in the sicering then. The movement was in the hands of
old grey-haired men who opted for petition-cum-discourse tacties
to express their discontent. Moreover they were all educated
elites belonging to middle and upper-middle class society. Their
class nature did not in any way goad them on to radical actions.

In Tamil Nadu too, we find only aged people being concer-
ned about these things. The cultural domination of the Britishers
was to be shattered Middle class intellectuals, quite aged
professionals like Maitavaiyar, Vetaniyakam Pillai and except
Rajam Aiyar who was young, pioneered a new literary genre
and a new trend too.
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Moreover, the westerners tried to lure the natives towards
Christianity. They used various methods of propagation and
those methods were an inspiration to the native elites to enforce
their purpose too.

Thus British education, religion and cultural activities which
shaped the elites of Tamilnadu were used by the same to create
a counter effect by the creations of parallel art.

Before the actual Tamil Fiction was written, some translated
works have appeared in Tamil. In 1793, Pilgrims Progress was
translated in Tamil Translation entitled Motcap prayinam. That
was the first creative work tranmslated into Tamil from English.
In 1856, Hanna More’s novel entitled Parley the Porter was
translated in Tamil by the. title Kavalappan katai and the same
work came out as an adapted work entitled Pile Enra cumai-
tanki. In 1819, Triconamalle S. Innacit Tampi adapted the
English Orson and Valentine into the Tamil Ucon palantaik katai.
In 1877, there came a translated work entitled puspak kitai
from the original german novel of G.C. Betal’s Basket of Flowers.

It is only after these translated works in Tamil did the
first original Tamil novel appear on the scene.

Mayliram vé&tanayakam Pillai, a judge who was a pioneer
of this new trend published his Piratipa Mutaliyir Carittiram
in 1879. His {work is a typical example of the characteristics
elaborated before. The novel evinced a keen sense of sympathy
to native culture, subtly exposing the ruinous effect of European
culture on our people, without any offensive tone. An interesting
point to remember here is that he wrote his preface to the
novel in English. In it he refers to his work as a prose epic
(translated as Urainatai Navinpam). This name to the new genre
has indeed a direct comnection to the origin of English novel
when Fielding, the father of English novel, called his work a
prose epic. Vetaniyakam Pillai openly credits the English
novelists for having induced him to produce similar works in
Tamil. Apart from that he also entertains a moralistic norm.
He attributes that aim to the example of Dr. Johnson’s work.
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Almost all the subsequent novels which came up after this
exhibited this trend.2

Cittilevvai Maraikkar’s Acar_;péyut_:aiya katai from Ceylon is
credited as the first Tamil Novel in Ceylon and the second
Tamil novel to appear. (This novel is later known as Acanpé
carittiram)

In 1892-93 Kripa Cattiyanitan of Madras Christian College
wrote two novels in English with an Indian setting. They were
kamala-A Hindu life and suguna-a Christian life. These two
novels were immediately translated by Rev. Fr. Samuel Paul
The very fact that a Tamil woman wrote two mnovels in English
which were translated into Tamil by a christian Father at once
is evidence of two facts: 1. The historical influence of western
education on us, and 2. The help of western religious people
or missions in the growth of this genre.

Ceylon, which received these influences directly as a British
Colony and also form Tamil Nadu almost echoed similar trends
found in Tamil Nadu. In 1903 a novelist pseudonymed Katanantan
wrote his Atata Cotanai Ennum Matiketta Maran Katai in the
type of Don Quixote story, nativised to the life-style of the
Tamils.

Mention should be made of Natéca Castri of Tamil Nadu
who wrote between 1900-1906. He is a well educated man who
was influenced by the Western literatures. He refers to his
Tigataydlu as the first ncvel in Tamil. Perhaps we should credit
him for using the word ‘novel’ for the first time in Tamil.
Almost all his works exihibit either direct or indirect influence
of European works. In his preface to Tanavan a detective novel,
he writes that the conception of the form, content and compo-
sitional pattern of the work was a result of a great deal of
English and French literary materials absorbed in.his mind. In
his novel Komalam Kumariydnatu one can see a direct relation
to Hawthorne’s Dr. Heidegger’s experiment. The - influence of
Thackeray’s Vanity Fair in his Tikkarra iru kulantaikal is clearly
brought out by Prof. Dr. K. Kailasapathy.? The story ‘of Radai
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is similar to that of Becky Sharp who ventures her life althrough-
out for want of Iluxurious glow and stature in a society
contaminated by mere shows and glamour. However, the
adaptation has been made on the basis of events and emotion.
While Becky stands as the rebel with feminine will power in
the dehumanised mercantile capatalistic world of Britain, Radai
merely resists the cruelties of her step-mother, the suspense
revealed much later. Becky stands as the symbol of wounded
humanity, especially feminity, while Radai is an individual
waging a fight for sustenance and livelihood.

Thackeray is perhaps best absorbed by Matavaiyar though
not in the theme or content, in the technique. Like Thackeray,
Matavaiyar had a serious social outlook. Like him, he exploits
to the maximum the technique of authorial intrusion to avoid
extravagenzas and employs dramatic modes. Douglas Jerrold’s
Mrs. Caudle’s Curtain Lecture has helped NatEca castri to create
Talaiyanai Mantiropatécam. The same English novel has been
adapted by Jakka Raju vicutevaiyya Pantulu in his Palliyarai
Pracankam.

In Ceylon too we find novel being a rejuvanatiug cultural
force, Infact Britishers tended to convert the people of Ceylon
to Christianity. This trend in the cultural aspect evinced a
great deal of change in the literary creations. Novels of
Mankala Nayakam Tampaiyya or Cemporjothésvarar Cellammal
reflected their christian affinity. The novel Iracaturai (1924) of
the latter is an example to the point. The onslaught of caivism
to counter this change headed by Arumuka Navalar too found
an expression in the novels of M. V. Tirufidna campantam
Pillai. In his novels Kacinitan n&ca malar (1924) Kopila Néca
Rattinam (1926-27) and Turai Rattinam N&camani (1927-28) he
portrayed the glory of caivism in bringing about a progressive
hold. on society.

Parati who also attempted at novels experimented with this
new genre in his Aril orupaiku, Cuvarna kumari and Cinnac
campu katai. It is a well-known fact that he had a close
acquiantance with European literatures and philosophy. His
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creative genius and patriotic fervour helped him fo nativise these
influences. He is the first to directly link this genre with the
political scene of the day. His Cantirikaiyin katai, left incomplete,
reflects the zeal of reformist movements like Bramhasamaj.

I
In the second decade of this century, a new change entered
in the social structure of Indian society. The feudal landlords
of the villages began to invest their capital in mercantiles. Even
as early as in Kamaldmpal carittiram, Rdjam Aiyar refers to
this as a fact. The hero of the work Muthuswamy Iyer invests
his land-capital in the market sales. With the advent of this
chanrge in the social structure, the feudal values of charity,
collective welfare aﬁd dependent labour-force began to vanish.
Individuslism took their place instead. The concept of indivi-
dualistic glory could be idealised by imaginatively upgrading the
intelligence and talents of a particular hero, This trend. can be

named as decadent romanticism.

Along with this trend there was a simultaneous co-emergeuce
of jourmals as a mass-commupicative weapon. With the advent
of mushroom growth of journals, Fiction had to depend on them
for its immediate Publication Fiction has always depended
on journals, a new feature of modern communication born out
of printing technology and expansion of press in Europe and
so also in Tamil Nadu.*

With the result of these two developments - Mercentile capital
and growth of Jourmals-a new phase could be seen in the
history of Tamil novel.

The popular fiction writers of their days in Britain were
read with interest by the people here. Infact, even in England
it was these journalistic writers who were much more popular
than the masters of great literature.

T. M. Ponnucamip Pillai’s six to seven mnovels from
Kamaldksi to Nanapprikacam were the result of the western
religious impact along with the journalistic influence. Dr. Asher
in his article on The Tamil Novel in Novel in India would
attribute to him the validity of introducing the‘ dramatic
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technique in novel as a result of his familiarity with western
works. P. G. Sundara Rajan (Citti) and S. Sivapadasundaram
would point out to the background of the novelist’s life as a
dramatist and actor in Rangoon.® Their reference cautions an
academic researcher of any over enthusiasm about western influence
in Tamil. It should be rather seen as the wave of western
impact lashing the shores of Tamil Nadu.

In the period between 1905-°20 Tamil novel has taken an
entirely different perspective. Just like in English journalistic
writings there began to appear in Tamil, many journals to be
sold at a large scale. Literature came to be viewed as a separate
profession by itself. It almost went to the level of being treated
as commodity. Journals which have the primary aim of being
sold had to have saleable products. Hence the non-creative
journalistic writings of the west were recreated in Tamil. It is surpri-
sing that the freedom movement which spread in India with a
vigourous strength in this period did not affect this gemre in
any way. The movement voiced itself in the poetry of Tagore,

Parati etc. But the novelists show the least sign of these
developments.

There were ofcourse exceptions to this trend. A. Palakrispam
Pillai through his Vijaya Karupyam or Penmaiyum Anmaiyum

chides the superstitions existing in the society set in a feuda-
listic base.

Except for him almost all the other writers of the period
wrote detective novels. They were all influenced by the writings
of G, W. M. Reynolds. This man was a chartist and was well
known for his popular fiction published in his London Weekly
Miscellany. The sales of this magazine depended on his speed
of creation and he was much more popular than his contem-
poraries like Dickens or Thackeray. It is his writings which
swayed our Tamil writers like Arani Kuppucami Mutaliyar,
Vatuvir Turaicami Aiyaikdr and XKotai Niyaki Ammail
and the later Kalki, Tamilvinan and the recent Cujita and
others.

6
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Kotai Nayaki Amma] wrote more than 100 novels and her
novels were the only source of communication to the womenfolk
who read them for whiling away their leisure time. J. R. Ranka
Riju wrote six to seven novels. In keeping with the creation
of Sherlock Holmes of Arthur Canon Doyle, we have a whole
line of detectives-Anantcin, Kdvintan and Campu. In Ceylon this
trend was introduced by “Rajini’ and M. A. Appis. :

However this trend had its own good results. It tended to
create a concrete conception of the technique of novel composi-
tion and a major idea of the form of its writings. These
techniques were later used for an entirely serious purpose too.
These novels created a wider audience for the novel in Tamil
and even the educated sections began to value this geare.

Tamil Nadu had entered into a unique political history in
this very period. Historical researches in the ancient history of
Tamil brought in new relation between the north and South
India. Already South India’s Dravidian culture with its unique
traits were hoisted up by G. U. Caldwell and Pope. These
tended to bring out the idea of the intrusion of Aryan domina-
tion. Aryans, normally associated with brahmins, were openly
condemned. On the other hand, the thought of Dravidian glory
intensified the nationalistic fervour. Thus there were two trends:
against the brahmin domination and along with the national
struggles. Both these had one similarity in their approach to
language, namely purifying it. They advocated de-Sanskritization,

The antj-brahmin attitude was mobilised into a movement
and in 1916, Tennintiya Nala Urimaic Cainkam (South Indian
liberal Federation) was formed. They utilised Tamil purist
movement for their purpose. This movement was basically against
the wider national struggle and played a demonic role in the
politics of Tamilnadu.

Maraimalai Atikal, a product of Caivism and Tamil purism
wrote some novels on the basis of his acquaintance with western
literature. His Kokilambal Katitankal is constructed in the form
of Richardson’s Pamela. His Kumutavalli is a mere imitated
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version of G. W. M. Reynold’s Leila or the star of Mingvelia.
He depicts the worst strain of western influence, namely that of
mere reproduction and. that too a poor ome. He is a typical
example of a Tamilian, in his antipathy to Brahmins sided the
Britisher who is the dominator here.

In the literary arema we find on the other hand, a great
deal of translations from English version of many world literatures
and also from other Indian languages like Bengali, Hindi, Arabic
etc. From then on, wesiern ifluence tended to have a double
receptlon in Tamil Nadu. In Ceylon also translated works began
to appear. In 1934, Watler Scott’s Kenilworth was adapted by
Ve-Erampa Mutali in his Tamil novel entitled Arankanayaki.

The translations which affected the literary trend of the
genre were the works of Bakkim Chandrar, Tagore, Premchand
and Kantékar, Bakkim Chandra’s Ananta Matam which po:trays
the ideals of Bramha samaj of Rajaram Mohan Roy’s inception,
shook the Tamil world of its slumber of social consciousness.
Ka. Sri. Sri. contributed a great deal to Tamil through his trans-
lations of Kantekar’s works. Cuttananta Paratiyar apart from
his philosophic works also translated the French Les Miserables
into Elai Patum Patu and the English The Man who laughs into
Ilicca Vayan.

In Ceylon also works of Tennyson, Hardy, Turganav and
the rest were translated.

I

In the mean time, the second phase of freedom struggle,
namely that of mobilizing the common mass became popular.
India was taken up by the tremors of the struggle in every
village and street. As a result of this development in the political
scene, the cultural sphere also echoed mew reverberations. People
who were deeply involved in the freedom movement began to
use art as a cultural weapon in the process of propogation.
The rise of IPTA (Indian Pecples Theatre Movement) is a notable
milestone on this line. In order to create a sense of patriotism,
they developed a sense of worship towards all that was native
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and which were past and gome. The attempts of Kalki in
historical romances typify this point. He imitated Sir Walter
Scott who wrote many historical novels. But K. Kailasapathy
would say that they are both two poles apart in their approaches
since Scott is a realist wkile Kalki is a romanticist’. Boris
Suchkov proofs that Scott wrote with the clear realisation of
the class structure of his society” and Mayhead would say that
all the novels of Scott portrays the social contradictions of the
day.® Kalki catered to the taste of the public and was motivated
solely by the nationalistic struggle. His portrayal of the past
was a romantic glorification of the past. Though both these
writers depict superficially similar trends, their apprdaches are
entirely different and they show the least sense of comparable
traits.® Kalki’s social novels echo the trend opened up by the
writings of Vatuviir Turaicimi Aiyankar or Kotai Nayaki Ammal.

1v

The next stage in the political scene was the new turn of
thought which began to emerge after the independence. People
found free India in no way different from the foreign colonial
rule. Writers like Akilan, Na. Partacdrati, Jekacirpiyan, Krittika,
Ti. Ca. Ridju and many others fall into a group who wrote
enthusiastically on freedom struggle and despairingly on the
failure of the government in enforcing their alleged claims.
Freedom of 1947 was merely a change of power in the state
machinery. Struggles of Telengana at Andra and Punnapira-
Vayalar in Kerala exposed it glaringly. Moreover, the literatures
of Soviet and Chinese writings, translated from their English
versions, opened up a new vista of thought to the sensitive
intellectualse. From Nasrul Islam’s engaging consciousness that
‘what a hungry child needs is not a free country’ there sprang
up Takali, Cerukatw, Nirafijana, Sri. Sri., K. A. Appas, Mulk
Raj Anand and many more to mention only a few. Writers
influenced by this trend were trying to produce a paralilel
audience to counter the destructive elements which were developing.
The increasing tragedy of the people, the defeat of the capita-
listic society in satisfying their needs, the growth of fascist and
sectarianist elements in the spheres of religion and caste, the
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increase of imperialist interactions in the internal problems of
our country, the multi-national capital which slowly erept in and
began to pressurize our economical plans, the change in the
younger generations® attitude to the society around, the booklsh
education which taught nothing but servility, the forces of
struggle in Africa and Latiu America, the success of socialist
nations in building their country in all spheres were sources of
great responsibility with these writers.

T. M. C. Rakunitan is perhaps the first writer to have
brought out in Tamil literature the lefiist influence. His Paficum
Paciyum, a novel depicting the struggle of the handloom workers
of Madurai-Tirunelveli districts of Tamiloadu has great similari-
ties with Gorky’s Mother. Though not fully successful as a
socialist-realist writer, his attempt marks the beginning of a new
parallel art in Tamil Fiction."® T. Selvaraj, Ku. Cinnappa Parati,
Ponnilan, Pi@mani, Cu. Camuttiram and Issac Arumai Rajan
wrote novels with a serious outlook. These novels were the
products of the Socialist-realist trend which was, a great wave
of the 20th century all over the world. In Ceylon too we find
writers emerging out of serious social outlook. They were either
deep humanists or committed Marxists. Cokkan, Kokilam
Cuppaia, Telivattai Joseph, Nana Ratan, T. Nauna Cekaran belong
to the humanists group; Ijankiran, Kanecalinkan, Daniel,
Yokanatan and Kavalar Rijaturai are marxist writers.

There was an other group of artists who began to concen-
trate on art for its own sake. These people had no belief in
the use of art as a weapon, nor did they have any serious
social content to convey. Apart from that, the despair of post-
independence society, caused in them a great disillusionment.
This trend was also an international one. These novelists could
find an identity with the imagist and naturalist writers like
Emile zola, Balzac and Mappacan. S, Ponnut Turai of Ceylon
whose novel _entitled T1 utilises the technical aspects of these
novelists. In Tamil Ka, Na. Cupramaniam could be said .as/
the exponent of this trend. His novels are all written in the
lines of the western novelists. His novel Irantu Penkal is almost
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a_reproduction of- Balzac’s O/d Goriot. Tt is miserable to find.
him pot acée’pting«the source of his creations.l!

An other group which did not have any ideological belief
in the left orlentatlons but were highly humanistic found an
identity with T. S Eliot, Samuel Beckett and Jean Paul Sartre.
These writers who exihibited the frustrations of a rotten society,
mechanised and vulgarised, were the poor victims of world war
and the downfall of Europe. Kamau’s philosophy seemed to
offer a solacing anguish to them that alienation is bound to be
faced by any modern map. Death becomes the hero of these
writers, a hero ‘with villainous traits, just like a degraded modern
man. Ideas of sin, improper lust, extreme lasciviousness, Death,
alienation, vaccum, and despair became the new metaphysical
concepts which began to dominate the arts of this trend.

Cuntara Rimacami, Acdka Mittiran, Nakulan, Ca. Kantacami
Kiasyapan and A. Matavan can be said as those who concen-
trated on ‘Self’ as the source of art. These novelists had
unusual skill of artefact by their study of western novels that
they were able to create fine strokes of emotional tremors and
psychological tensions. Writers like James Joyce were inspiration
behind these novelists. M. V. Venkatram, Nila Patmanapan,
Intrd  Partacarati, Vanna Nilavan, Hepcipd Jécutican and
Ki. Réjnirayanan in his Kopalla Kiramam depicts a sccial con-
sciousness without a positive, social ideology. They were however
able to absorb the technical aspects of western literatures.

Thus in this period western influence has been based on the
different ideologies and sciences which spread in the world in the
third quarter of this century. By that time, Tamil writers have
developed enough to create their own tradition. Jayakintan and
Rajam Krisnan could be seen as having created their works on the
basis of their individual experiences and ideological convictions.
However the international trends of creating non-heroes of modern
world, of regional literatures and echoes of common-wealth
characteristics are found in these writers. Mu. Varataracan with
his acquaintances "with Eoglish literature wrote stories in a
moralistic tone.
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Western influence on Tamil novel was not a blind influence
nor has it been overtly imitated except perhaps “in "the detective
novels. Nor has it been received directly always. It ‘has reached
them through other Indian languages-Bengali, Marathi, Kannada,
Arabic or through translations of English versioﬂ Moreover
Tamil has a rich tradition of folk—fictional elements inherent
and native in them. The relative speed with whlch Tamﬂ novel
has developed in comparison to the western, whlch began in the
latter part of 17th century itself, bespeaks the force of its acco-
modation to this genre and the need of the day.

\Y%

The growth of short story has its speciﬁv baékgfound other
than novel. Just like novel, short story is a]so .a branch of
prose literature. At the sametime, unhke novel whlch can be
published as an exclusive entity, short story does not or. cannot
have an independent existence. It has always depended on the
growth of Journals and periodicals,!?

Short story has been named thus not merely because of its
length. Its extent should be viewed only relatively. That is,
it would be shorter than the novel. Actually, the mushroom
growth of journals as an industry compelled the origin and
growth of short stories, The journals which had to produce
regularly for the market could not wait for long-written novels
at all times. So, to satisfy the need for stories, the new genre
came in handy.

Moreover, when a change appears in the social system, it
reflects on the human relations as well. The creative writers
immediately realise the new phase of suffering which hits
mankind by this change. They witness the practical pfoblems
arising ‘out of this new environment. Short story poftrziys these
problematic situations. When people begin to relate the problems
with the social pattern, they can deal with the problem
in a clear perspective, which can be explained in a novel, rather
than a short story.

In India, as it has already been said, fiction was the product
of western influence in the cultural sphere. Just like in novel,
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it is the elites who rose up to the occassion and picked up
short story as” an organ of fight against the British domination.
It was utilised to propagate their nationalistic fervour.

Stories—folk, puranic and classical —have been orally trans-
mitted and collection of short stories have appeared much
earlier. Viramamunivar’s Paramartta Kuru Katai is also one
such. But all of them have merely reproduced the fables prevalent
and had no creative elements, V.V.S. Iyer is normally considered
the father of Tamil short story. But Paratiyar, and Matavaiyar
have also attempted at this genre. Kamil zvelebil would attribute
to Tirumanam Celvakecavarayar the credit of having poineered
this genre in Tamil. He says ‘“Long before Putumaippittan’s
writings exercised a decisive impact on Tamil prose and even
before V. V. S. Iyer gave the Tamil short story a firm shape,
Celva kécavaraya Mutaliyir (1864-1921) published his slender
collection Apinavak Kataika]-of modern stories and may thus
be regarded as the true father of this genre in Tamil.!

Parati translated some of Tagore’s shortstories into Tamil.
His translated stories depict the characteristics of short-story com-
position than his original short stories themselves. His short stories
like Malai and Peykkiittam reveal his patriotic, moralistic tone.

Mitavaiyya who wrote his short stories in his journal

Panicamirtam has said that he writes stories only to reform the
social evils.

V. V. S. Iyer is predominantly accepted as the father of
this genre through his Kulattankarai Aracamaram. With his fami-
liarity with English literature, he is able to achieve the formative
glory of the short story. He writes with the aim to enrich Tamil
with this genre found in other literatures.

In keeping with poe’s definition of short story, he begins his
story at the crucial stage. The old graph of introduction, problem
_climax, denouement/tragedy is withdrawn as archaic and the story
thrashes open all on a sudden. V. V. S, Iyer was aware of his experi-
mental technique. He writes a note before the beginning of the
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story that there is no need to be astonished by this technique of
beginning the- story from the middle. The total reading would
convey the story to the readers. He expresses his desire to create
in Tamil, stories of the type created by Scott, Dumas and others
to revive the glory of our nation,!*

Apart from his scholastic interest in the genre, his major
aim is mo-alistic and revivalistic. He revived some of the
classical lores in this new genre.l%

After the advent of Gandhian impact in the freedom struggule
and the movemement being made popular, the short story in
Tamil had an entirely new perspective. Many journals began to
appear. It is through these journals which were a resourceful mass-
communicative organs of the day, that kalki (R. Krishnamoorthy)
saw the light of the days. He is referred to as the samrot
of Tamil prose world by S Ramakrishnan in his Tamil Ilakldya
Varalavu Oru Arimukam,

Most of Kalki’s short-stories are much longer, almost like
novelettes, Moreover he did not limit himself about the incideats
to be treated in a short story. His stories contain a vast
canvass.and critics like A. Cidampara Natan Cettiar have pointed
out to this. The Gandhian themes of breaking the caste-division,
non-touchability and non co-operation and the glories of Gandhi
are better examplified in Rajaji’s parables than in Kalki’s short
stories. Kalki’s stories are written to satisfy the needs of the
public and his approach has indeed blinded the thinking capacity
of the people. His very humour became his strength and failure
simultaneously. Like the first Buropean novelists, Kalki adopted
the technique of authorial intrusion in almost all his short-stories.
He has many collections to his credit of which Carataiyin
Tantiram, Vipai Pavani, Orrai Roja, Kanaiyaliyin Kanavu are some,

In the 1930°s, with the advent of Independence struggle
taking the shape of mass upheavel, the European forms of
literary creations were also taken into consideration.

A journal named Manikkoti which produced an epoch in
the history of journalism as well as short-story encouraged new
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forms of short story in Tamil. It has literaty enrichment along
with the aim of freedom-fight as fts prime motive. Va. Ramacimi,
P. S. Réamaiyys, Na, Piccamirtti, Putumaippittan anl many
others. formed the first generation of Manikkoti writers from
1933-*36. It is from this effort to mobilise a literary movement
did the western approaches and modes of thought become
popularised.

Henry James in his Art of Fiction would say that short
story portrays the moment of emotional experience with all its
vibrations. Putumaippittan is perhaps the one Tamil writer who
is able to have achieved the mastery over this type of portrayal,
Like the imagists of west, in the lines of Emilie zola,
Putumaippittan created images which pictured his emotions in
flesh and blood. His Kancanai which sketches the sense of fear
over supernatural elemeats almost reaches the heights of what
W. B. Yeats achieves in his poems.

His major tool was irony, a lucid satire of all that is
around us. He is perhaps the first short-story writer to introduce
the regional variations of Tamil to achieve a realistic appeal.
His characters, like D. H. Lawrence’s miners or housewive or
parlour maids speak in keeping to their regionm, profession and
education. In this way he is a pioneer of a trend followed by
Ti. Janakiraman of Thaojavur region, Cuntara Ramacimj of
kanyakumari and Jeyakiintan of Madras slums.

He is also a predecesor in nativising the Joycean method
of using the stream of consciousness techaique to achieve a
totality to the story said. It is surprisingly great to find that
when he wrote his Kayirrarava he had the least knowledge of
Joyce and his achievements,

In many respects we find Joyce and Putumaippittan having
similar attitudes to life. Deep humanitarians and conscious of
the social activities, they were both hard critics but frustrated
men. They had the utmost mastery over their respective languagea
in s;mboli,cal regresentation or imagistic view, )
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French writers like Balzae and Mappacan were also a great
source of inspiration. Infact some of his short stories are mere
adapted reproductions of Mappacan., For example his Nonti,
Payam, Kolaiki:an Kai, and Anta Muttal Venpu are adapted
from Mappacan’s L’ Infirme, La Peur, La main D’ ecorch’e
and Ce Cochon de Morin1®

After him Ku. Alakiricimi, Vintan and Jeyakdntan have
have achieved glorious tributes as reputed short story writers.
All these three are influenced by the socialist-realistic ideology,
Gorky, Chekov, Turganev and others became their influencing
souls.

In Ceylon too short story was introduced by S. Vaityalinkam,
and N. Civafidna Cuntaram popularly known as llaﬁkaiyarkc‘)n
and Campatan. These three were influenced by British education
and the Indian freedom struggle. After 1933, the nationalistic
spirit of Ceylon was flared up by Jlak&cari, which became their
major journal of communication. It began to portray the
problem peculiar to their nation. A.Na. Kantacimi, A.Ce.
Murukinantam and Varatar are important personalities of this
period.

After these, people K.Kaneg helped to endow a new
ideological perspective in short-stories, He had translated
K. A. Appas 1n Tamil and after 1948, people’ in Ceylon found
‘independence’ to be a mere show. ln 1956, the class-cum-racial
struggle broke out. As an outcome of this, the international
ideological convictions were portrayed in the short stories. The Major
ideological impact was the leftist and it was found in the soviet
literatures available in Tamil translation through the FEnglish
version. Tominic Jivd, Daniel, Kapécalinkan, Réaja Turai, Raku-
natan and S. Ponnutturai are the important personalities here.
Thus the western impact affected Ceylon by multi-reception
methods.

In Tamil Nadu too, a similar impact could be found. Ku.
Pa. Rajagopalan whose contribution is highly estcemed was
basically a romanticist like Keats or Shelley. Like them he
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idealised things, And he chose village atmosphere and felt like
Goldsmith in his Deserted village that industrialization has broken
the harmony of life. His writings are mostly about domestic
issues, of sexual conflicts and so on. The freudian invention of
the workings of sub-consciousness and inner-mind is given an
entirely domestic, feminine application in his stories. When
compared to D. H., Lawrence or Virginia woolf who used
Freudian approach to explore the tremors of the inxfersoul,
Ku, Pa. Ra’s efforts seem naive. ‘

After August 1947, we find a new kind of European impact
in India. It is not received directly from literature per se. The
concepts existing in Europe like Absurdism, Surrealism, Natura-
lism or Socialist realism were taken up by the Tamil writers.

Mauni, La. Ca. Rimamirtam, and some young writers were
attracted by the Freudian school of thought. They try to explore
the trewors of the inner soul. But their efforts sometimes reach
the level of obscurity and since they stand for the idea that art
is for art’s sake, they even argue that obscurity is their very forte.

Art for Art’s sake is taken up by these writers only as an
escapism into worlds away from criticism. This concept is mnot
an organised school as in the west which sprang up as a é‘ounter
reaction to the romantic school, committed to the cause of
common man. :

The disappointment of the Indian independence however helped
the conscious intellectuals into thoughts of Marxian approaches,
The translations of Chekov and Turganev’s stories were inspirations
to them.

T. M. C. Rakunatan stands heading a whole group of short
story writers with a lefust orientation. Pa. Ceyapiaka am, Piimani,
Ampai, Kopanki, Tamil Celvan, M&lanmaip Ponnuccimi are some
of the others writing with this impact of this concept. Ki,
Raja Narayapan, wrote with this impact nativised it with the
fegional features of Tirunelveli districtse He has pictured the
non-heroes of modern society in a simple style,



Western influence on Tamil Fiction 53

Western influence in short story has beem mostly in the
technique, ideological thought and conviction, unlike that in novel
which has been even reproduced or adapted. Perhaps the western
shortstories published in journals could not reach them as often
as did the novels.

The term ‘Influence’ is toc strong a word to be used in the
realm of fiction. An overall word ‘impact’ would be of a better
expression to convey the role of western education, religion,
literature, culture and modes of thought in the history of Tamil
Fiction. However its role behind the origin of thke genre, the
compositional patterns and format canaot be overruled, Western
literature has even been imitated sometime. Neverthless for the
most part, it has merely lent on assistane to produce a nativised,
creative work,

FOOT NOTES

1. Kamil V. Zvelebil., Dravidian Linguistics Today, Journal o:f
¢ Asian Studies, Madras Vol. : 2, No 1., sep. 1984. p. 2.

2. List of the first novels

.1879—Vetanayakam Pillai, Pratapa Mutaliyar Carittiram.
1885—Citti Levvai Maraikkir (colombo), Acanpéyutaiya Katai.
1887—V&tanayakam Pillai, Cukuna Cuntari.
1893 — Kurusvami carmi, Prémakalavatyam.
1894 to 1903—Natéca Cistri, )

“Tanavan Tinataydlu,

Komalam kumariyanatu.

Mami Ko]uv:rukkal.

Matlketta Manaivi,

Talaiyanai Mantirdpatécam.

Vacantotyanam.
1895--Muttukkutti Pulavar, Vacana Camplrataya Katm
1895—Caravana Muttup Pillai, Mokananki. :
1896—Rajam Aiyar, P. R., Kamalampa] Carittiram.
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10.

1.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16,

flyaram

1897—Ramacimi Alyatkir, Kamalini.
1897—Nataraja Aiyar, Naoapiisani.
1898—Arumai Nayakam, Miti Irul.
1898 to 1903 — Matavaiy 4,
Patmavati carittiram. Vijayamartantam.
Muttuminaksi
Tillai Kovintan (Eng.)
Clarinta (Eng)

K Kailasapathy, Tamil Naval Ilakkiyam, pp. 180—185.

. Chri:topher Baker, Intro., The message Bears, (The Natio-

palist politics and the entertainment Media in South India
1880-1945, pp. 13-15.

P. G. Sundara Rajan (Citti). & Sivapadasundaram, Tamil
Naval Nirantu Varalirum Valarcciyum, p. 61.

K Kailasapathy, Tam'] Naval Ilakkiyam, p. 114.
Boris Suchkov, Problems of modsra Aesthetics, p. 326.

Robin Mayhead, Sir. Walter Scott., p. 52.

. S Thothatbri, Kalkiyum Scottum, Arziccill Vol: 2, p. 152,

V. Arasu, Social contradictions as revealed in T.M.C
Ragunathan’s short stories, Ph D. Thesis, Madras University,
Dec. 1982.

Gouthaman, Mardka Tiruttu Mampalamum Tittikkavillai,
Ilakkiya Veli Vattam, July 1979.

K Sivathamby, Tamilil cirukataiyin Torramum Valarcciyum,
1967, pp. 13-16. .

Kamil V. Zvelebil, Tamil Literature, 1974, p. 242.
Op. cit. K. Kailasapathy, Tamil Néval Ilakkiyam, p. 204.
Otherworks: Alen lakke, Anarkkali, Laili Majoun etc.

R. Krishna Moorthy, Putumaippittanin Taluvar Kataika]e
cila kurippukal, llakkiya Veli vattam, Aug. 1980,
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GypmouTar Hopn aruisacys dods valuy gopsde sHm,
Csisg, Qsaflse Quurpw eorp Ha Cussar Q5@ss0t. Bs5%rQu
wpQpm sdet G Epssar_ pople gbe)smmpau wDEILQSHé

i85 mé Qruducl uri s gent, Sbgpen o, ‘
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S Labwr 2

1. Qur@arenwub
CLLE
(matter and energy)
2. davb  (The Earth)
8. @awshe arpse
(Life on earth)
4. wolls arpims
(Human Life)
5 wiser &apsrwid
(Human Society)
6, s%v (Art)
1. Qsrfler muafuse
(Technology)
8. swwir  (Religion)
9. wrafi_ aireor g
(History of Mankind)
10. ydas5mmpser

YsCa saddeiser Qaar@paars A58 se Jpis Cupm sr@sele
woris meror 9% 55 gPdue muEs%r b alreT &% Yo sam@® @ sefls 5
PG GyDdowLrar wef gar Apisoaslon s Qi saé Qe auan U e p
o lim Qsraress e Ger fucwnr 5 Cooal ear e ewris saisosr Qule
@A L L BG 5%rs%r e erer @ sWwadsorGRwH o Garés gwer parr,
Samears e GarsBuGur g,

sWdsargPuw IRl relésr gpse wlurs
1768-Tl-& 3 Qsrg@sar Qaefurdear.

earugrn ugiurs 1875-8%-a

v Ceyamw vy 1910-1l.6

BEsT s

Bser darart wew IiCriémsser Ut e,
PUHSDOILYL G &g URTQIT S Y Berr  yra.orer GBIysEsL gyis,
sC@arsafler QsiiFser fflairsayn 2C5 FowsPe FGEEpw Q5 flayip
eaoLwararyw, wHiSLes seraw eLwgri, &%7§e BIrilip P

efugri geows g 1dgo ugiy 1929.6 Gasarllwir eor g

Serart &' @avrser



#Méam@éwéa%s ?3

& gar derart sWssergPun’ asrp Qeraddpe e Aw Qurg2r
dafss guarpari. 1. @o_d6é s pu uavams gHesgepser
2% 58 pEn #@Gésw saw_art, 2 sri@lu_ssern (Maps) elfarer
gl alrryn sarcert, 3. Qua srovsealler GEs san g Heawdss Fov
S5we gpopslkrs msurmrLert, GT@FHEETLLIS grodeo el
(Bibliography) vlgpwe, oeréss umser (illustrations), aer
uLmssr (diagrams), s@éss Aoy (List of abbreviations), gwe
Qury @srory (foreign expressions) vGCa@safar @dlyser
(Gazetteer) Qurarpavar.

@mma?m@mé)@/ri sgsmer Geran@,

edasarehflwd ANl Lrefllgar’ 1988-& 24 QsrgFsorrs Qaef
wrger. @& fRsNTSE

* Qrourev sWwisargPuo 1923-27.4 10 @srgPsaer
Quaflwruler,

* New International Encyclopaedia 1914-16-a 27
QsreHser.

* Encyclopaedia of Americana 1940-& 30 O srg@ser.
derart @& ueo @Q%uriys @OsrgHetr Qaefll er,

* gadori@e 1931-32-0 12 Ogrg@sar (o Qsred
sr@seficr uemser (Maps) Qaefass.5.

¥ Qaerevvdur swisargfun—eCr o Osrgses Qaerf
aisg (Single Vol. Encyclopaedia)

* Q@giveldes Qulor garuad 1732-50.e 64 Qsrgs
serreajw Sererr 1928-35-6 21 Gsrgblser surfigsrr.

* Mayer’s Conversation—Lexicon 1936-42.s
10 Qsrggser (@8e yadue, sddwe, Qsrfe
slvdue Q@iEGépsm aerur).

* G?Qr'mair a?svésmr@ﬁwé 1945.6 6 Q;gn'@ﬁgar:/rg Qaerf
arg s (R gpsle Qaeluraras o o s Qeorae:
@Quflgrésiu L ar). )

*  ol@ress s%vssarcrFww 1886=~1902-6 31 Gﬁﬁ@ﬁsmrs
Queflwrdpm. @Ee sddear Spv CQuiul @erer g,



Cewrrwey

yGows sIs sorGRLBSS UMK LD er@rw B apé@wwrear
srss sGsLURaly BFsrdl—alulsr srli@s s%vé
sargs@un 37 @sra@sar (1929-30). @& Jss fpi s
Bear. sl @arsesw, Csrs@uyw pew s Jerdss
UL BS@FL © 67 erer.

svureflas stvdsorgPus 87 QgrgSser (1905-47).
‘ararpps ST stisorePun’ ey ppdr o G srEHeer
Qaaflas gererar. (1) 1600 warr, (2) 1601-1799 arany,
(3) 1800 wanr. ‘we@uirger & ey Aridu &%vé & 67 ey Fuid’
(Encyclopaedia Dictionary) 17, 18-gu g spar=rg.e
Qaeflas 5.5.

QP  NETLOTE S 9 SGTaer ¢ ymarws SWlisorgsPwn’
aarp Quufle Qaefll  eri. garser,

Andrew Bell (1726-1809),

Colin Macfarguhan (1745-93),

William Smeller (1740-95),

Children’s Encyclopaedia (1928-30)

Pictorial Encyclopaedia (1910)

Books of Knowledge (1912)

World Book Encyclopaedia (1917-18) 20 Vols.
Students Encyclopaedia

Britanica Junior Encyclopaedia

Oxford junior Encyclopaedia (1955-76) 12 Vols.

Crompton’s Pictorial Encyclopaedia (1922) 15 Vols.
Australian Encyclopaedja (1958) 10 Vols.

1990 s paramige Grouien ¢ The New Encyclopaedia’
aarp Quuiie Quafasss, @ eerer si@arss
egaorn yFuear, Wss 8plurear aemsiie D0 LI 6T T s
(1802-20), Sewr@gw 1860-68-a Qaeflurer .
CureviGlev 1860-90

araCsfuler 1961.-76

rayuraley ¢ uaQurmer gda Brodu GHLys Qsrgd
verr &’ (Encyclopaedie Reference Dictionary) 1847~

65-60 Qaefwrer 5. Serart s%visord Pww 58 @ 7
(1910-48.) © Arofe
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*

@s%7 4054, “The Great Soviet Encyclopaedia”
aary 65 QsrgPaar Qaelassar. (1926-47) @Qrercrn
v@uurs 1949-58-6 Qaalaise. GFe 8000 5 Aeiser
s @Qeraer @pEEujerereri. o@ Gsred ruagpnd
Cerdws yelwlerd upfugr @i,

Colliers Encyclopaedia 1955.e 20 @ srg@ser.
U.S. New International Encyclopaedia 1902-04-

Mc Graw Hill, Kirk & other Encyelopaedia of Science
and Technology. (1949-56) 15 QsrgGser. 1978.a
B8-puGiy, WpQersmsuyn ab »Qer ey @éDer par.

«International Encyclopaedia of the Social Science ~
1968.60 16 @sr@@ser.

«Imperial Gazetteer of India” eerp gAas Quisid
IACwasri L RE sreosfe 25 Qgrafed Qaefl

@I G6TrereT,

@ﬂﬂf_ﬂ_‘: %nfaﬁﬁé’orulf G & s Qupan afl egelssew
smser velureriseps Gl vwaTu@w amsle) Qaefufle
ari aarern. @iss Qsrgfsaile @iFurale eerer
wlwser, HGpser, m%or Yypser, srowriser, eifser,
Qu@n Goraser, srisser, vl amsser, wl al@ssar,
wissr @armser,  e@sNrmssT,  Fou  efur@ser,
Qsrlevser, wimsear Barar Ip Howspearerar. wéser
Qaravs GOy, glar gpapsesd e.ererer, ‘

@oanr Quarpamr ualam swisowgRus GAOYs%TE

& or QLo

Cueyw ue o erorer.

paQarg Quraglerd updys sof §sellurs B plys Qs Ssler
A5 Qsrerarau gadarg Qurperige soflssall Qsrgfser
b gererewr, GTQEHESTILTE,

*

*

ki

soofl 50, wGsHaw, srfle mruvdwe, esFraser,
sl Qurfue Qoawmr 16 Qgrefser Qaef
@b I 67 61T GoT «

Querramans — 24 QsraHser

Joagss — 3 Qergfed
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¥ Lpeessr — 3 QsreSeer

¥ uroyser — 1 Qsrg@

¥ wpsPws Qrg Qsrpser — b Qsr@Sser
* Qerli és% — 1 Osrgs

* Encyclopaedia the unexplained (Magic, oceultism and
Parapsychology) 19740 1 Q@grsS.

Boe saQarardew Ss HBw aarerliuLBSer Jaws
Feoerar. QFpser, urinyser, Uupmaser, awBgGser upHu UL ESEr
s s Qupans almrar HowlyCear aarer gafluLw a@F S0
vBsmeararari. @slmQuearsd sar@ adwis “Quss aass
Cup@afCew ” arars Qu@apss @Bwer ursS. swg sr® §5smsw
vmfds auPurgps FAUGL GTETUmS aarenfl urt g Cer @i
safl ggn Qereve gpours o gy earorg aafllar asursrg.

S058 @ifw sriger d%anw wpd FEHIQurd, @FHw
QurflsalCaCu sy Qurifde srar gpsargpseler sullpé s%vs
sergs@uib IAL L reflésr sdser GPwien 5 @parior @llurss Qsrar@
Corarfug. @& Hps5, sWwisorgGfuw aarp Gislr @spe
(u@urgpgeror  sdps s%é sarGPLEEiE aparGu) sAp, ai
Quryl, @s599®, sarariw, vivwurersd, wirsf, Gorris, ansraf
$8u Qurfureriser F58ss eerorert.

el slfle stWwésorGPun aarumss upBuyn &sar Lwer
Gpopstryd QsELCurd,  sdpé smisargPu genwiy 1948-6
Qrevler wriios sva gowssrri Q@irs Bw. B &. ydlsrPalasm
Qelpuri garserre) Csrppadss qup. swssergsPund LH
Sés Caeamr@w ear ghiews Qualll. Curs wsser dsts F@
ur @ rarlsra apnd @Cr srafe murd om Wl L $6ss
Cuer aGorPug. GCsrs@sramci Hwm. Gur., BGH 56 5mb
.., S. a8, garsea slvewd uSiur@furrd gemuwig &%
sergsRwd vaflanw CupQsrenri. Jerart Sa. w. Qur. Quiluerds
Hrer yatser glvewd uFoiur®furrd geows g BB eyt sar,

swdsor@Bun sgurfilugps sl fha)s sapslr amss
uB S8 uesHéQsrerer Cacr@w, Jrani g & ma psr PLEG e p
Qrig pa@arg gopdow e vaCaup Wfajs%riyn Qsrgés
Caearaw, Flrmsar, Qsweurgser @ sfweara pan ps Iy
QurglaAoy L abariys, HUQurgea Gb s mé s Qaraer T HD
gRAufser Quuiiulygwe gpsaduamaslnys gerafamsds Sws
HeQsrerarCuen@u, s%vésercPul uenfl FrQup rta-Gup Juevar
g/ﬂdmuu.iu'a wsw(iiﬁe'v Qereir@ c&véaw@ﬁu Qerudgpanpaer Vf@w‘}
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gouwisre Bpis amsde e parss gupyb aerp o0 adraus
BrisgearCorer. Cueys 285 gl a¥bwles da s @uwrear
e samp GurGGhiy emsiugsRs s5meQerar,

(wrids : i aurser).

Qur@glegdiy uvlswed Howssi gap, sC@erurersefer
Quufd L Ywe Jeows s,

I adwr 3
3-0.
Qeueflwm st(pgib 60 455wt
EL@GU)II&G?]’ aflsar (54)
Qurr@Pwr L rs s @, @I SITEEYT
—i 5
3-1. , l 4
sSU_(QenTwimary ‘ LrdLi @p. @rsITEGT
weafl slpsoDps slevart
' o ‘ @eerlorl Les%kussHsw,
@ Feir 2%ar-5
| 255 Hur
[ (54%) O
3-2. ‘
Sgeuers HAflur | 10 edser SiEaraeni
Gl TESID | (erers)
&I-@GEJII 2 SIRIGVE 1D
Q

@5 gpopser, yra gearn, sSREm@pl UGS o erer
SssHuariup s Qerarar si@er eap by Caicry eror 51y 98
s Qardsr gore] garar aaTumsUYD GHASGD, e Grerip e
Gupuig s @arUreri s sl @oremwus gAML srod aovusger
Cerilésalérte ernfleir Yamsg Hlore] L6 dap sl LL@EGH Jair s
wpsaf], eperarals e il® GH 55 s @or goaens yAAurser
GQare apsIuRa .

e—11



g A tomgyero @ 12 o oD oo Dg )

rommret usle ‘a1F yuo e ‘G run ‘uog uem

r emgosmrs Jannie ynas gadfigeeg

L { emyany ‘empre gramren 4mpnaeesso

o fufp “ommgune (797 wan) weyeufish 8
T 100 20F @ ys0m0

9 { emgpfiang Ty e e we ‘a1 sl
_Du\o.:Bh.w@ 9100 1209 1 O 1O ) CIIPRSTIUL PRI PRI 10y Tk
G {ompIeus ‘ommgrg ‘amginue ‘quenseel ‘amgee®
H il

‘orpd mE ‘omgey &
l |
|
RDD weymygunngn
e
Mg unngn noncey s
|

2lio ugoo1g
|
HL u&ﬁ%m.eaum@ myPehngn DD g1g __w%@%‘qﬂﬁn
(40 & L2 EHD %Es%m%_qazv MygInngn Ny s
..EGLBW:EG
arocp # _%CB&BM
.semén

117¢ fiehemey 1@wiscing ssnele qmpBregee fipy
¥ 1ugre1Jie




(101pg Jooid) smygarngn aF FDG fep
_
2IR)EEDE fuog
|

1Dope goFle
200D IF O @._:.&n.q: e o s
‘MEEJQ@&Q@_NHWJEQ&J@
mumuw:_.@ e
E@@EL@.: g
(103pg n_ugm..uﬂ .
amygInngn nriseafiung
i | , _

* G @t e ‘omgpgeh
€l grmms ‘Gomro ‘g ¥
2 —.n QUm0 ‘N F DG as emgesos ‘omyoD ur1R) 0 IF © e
| ; e £ T2 . Comoz ‘aeE FE
and'g ‘am

m ’ N .. ® aw.eﬂbﬁ._%m@mﬂﬁu
]} tomgne "qITIE @ wems—1La .m.:BIE_ z

f qre & § Dar ‘Heo ‘wer—1em .ﬁﬁ:@%@@w

¢

6 —wspus onpms p—

Vrworg g ol ‘aes s Do



80 swIrie

S alar Qe Bov qpdPwi Qurgl fes%rs srily uerGerer.
B dfeysafiar siQavrser swri b0 5 5aI8 510 ya@e 86 aepsOIUl@
. Hé sLQoIskr YoanssHe verer gRdwiser Gapalerrt
Qurifurssn Qeiat. gamarn Qurifurssw QFis s Q@erasr
Qurifser o w@our@fuflar urimasgs Qrarp, sliis Qeig
B et @G> apev § gL-cir @I QL Serari ga@osHe qapPu 9é sC Qe
wreré@g yepindQumon.  gar sw sl @eorde eearer 4Alyser
Yl sgmw &f uri 55, sGEH0 Japsers saallsy, 98 s Qi
o flu deordsiumeler Appu_rwrsGar, aewruiwrsQar Gh 55
Sayliyar. .

s @arurert g8 sl @mrew Heu'idu derert Quoeyn o4&
sC@amraw w85 Qeiwayn, HUQurgailer gie Qs & B @i
BWess @iuQupn. g9 0@ @ FUyse Quibm wig
darars 546 54@ o auia gpapiuy @upag QeiudQugib, SLQIsE
Cadrgw dyppu_msdr, awer u_dser gp@saCa Cay & A awe
ysssmsafles Quallas smaurs Qussn. 5458 g v maler fas
ugiidés g ugiurerisel_sBe elyse Qup Qaisir@u. @pe pliig.
Camr@se Grig, yamars goa piyse Qupn ais Sarewt mrio
Qaafld@w s Qe rfer g orajé @ appasiremri «@s8Qurr, Qu@s@Qunr
Hord @ @580 (Blocks) Qsiw ganil géss5858 gaui
YUESTs walsmsQsrearer Gasawr @

S Qarser H&58GE ST Jug s QedybGur g % 5L Qangs%r
TRS5 5 .éq&n‘m:ﬁmsdu@ﬁg Qausr Qo Hsraflevriu@sF uss eramser
deap Ifliy e sas Griurve ghss Quer@o. &clss Sar
uds aamslor Sear@uw CerSsss slvenwd uGiur@Aud urf oas @
et sQalsr @i, PO HEsEGH CQurs swri 50 s Qearserrsls
dfgser Caar@b, oL@ Qurgswrss s@se srg, aar aafe
Ao s @mrsale amw SBEH PRUSET JUaSE5EE THU FTEEEE
wrer wrféQerar G Quégi. TQs miari_rs CaGulwel gyib,
Bupdwed > ydarmear wr o s sramari. Qe rs%r & &%venols
uBlur@dur  uriss dpm o65650 Qurger geop RARwWTS6r
s Q@arsefiar Qo Qu aferésliudser i@ si 5 Brmsafler yawss
Qaiawr@w erars adour.

Sarari s Qeorsofler yemwiyid SWoliysesé@ assals gis
e, gaQueyse aisl ydeal gorele (Point system) gemww
Carcir@uo erarayv, H%wr 5 5%y e 5 yerafl gorele assal 5 giPey
Howvw Cuarquw aarew, o S Gur gerseré@ avww & SF%oliy
(Centre Heading) erding D@ésCaam@w earaw s Qarer pe@L
GAss4Qupi @sPws Ao 6 Qerpster aisds TW5E age
Sl sewsse Cacr@w ecruar Curar paaisr &L @arrseader
Wr@selCaCu gl sm Hé5 Carids SOl Quain,
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o5xs Carrgg Jerart sred Quiiiy, ués Quiitiy, urnw Quiidy
war aparpapap Jayp B@mss sayiyar. wisd Quidy aksCurg
Jaoyp F@smw v@our@fur, 1. s @Qorser g&1 aflos sfur,
2. swiiyser, S%rs swolysear sfurs eerererar? 3. ofordss
uaser QurgsSw Qumssr sAwrs e arararair? 4, alerésls ui_Bseficr
£ eerer g u Bsafiar QurgL slviysear Fflgre? s @earsefiar
wpyale sl @arurerflar s%uy eapss (Initials) Jop Gaerwe
s PGSR psr aar@paarn urissCaem@w. s-@ardar o arGer
@@ aarsar, Ao gHS@ser £iflsrey aarp uriésCaer@n. s Qe
safldr @ Qu agsy Qumfwer, JQrgrs, rasw Quryds Qerpser,
Quurser gpsefwapdar asefiiy (Pronounciation) efur eraru
gy uriésCaear@w. Fo sl Qarsolsar e Gu o wlvaw up M
GALY Qmsaw. 55 wewlear Fpisl vede @alug devduriur,
aflur e,’rair@‘ms'\m)tnb Aoy er saaflés Camr@w. @@ EWdrsEG
@raw® @eop slhvow Hisidoyp LoseCari urrbd @udly
urtgs slvewl uFlur@dur e ssra) Qupg, Jarert srer urmo
2¥59.86 2 gsraf Caer@w.

BWliyser, g% g sWviysearupPu GHOY, @ Ao Quragerser
veCa g BlWrserrsl YAy, eped Qurgefiar sy (Heading),
%rl Qurgerser (gsrag apolQurgeitrs swodum) H%uws
swuiyser (Sub Heading) g@i. o@spssricrs,

1. @sdur (swiy)—@g arorauvpiugp.)

yaw@sBuwe, siu Galliibev—
Srariser—a wB@Gser— wref— | % &
ey — wésellariser — wéser | s%Wvliyser
Cpros—g@s gosd (@ius|
oI5 e Qe gyib)

2. GS!‘I‘@&&"{T (5%0ly)~-Ba dova@ue upHusg.)
Gseryl alesser — C.Da.\)&r@_mrrrrcor lg&mﬁ
Csrflear—smiy deyiser-Crr@ LT,

. Ny . . . | svyser
govenr ® Fa/iy -Cagpliy s@evsdeav I
(Qemarn affiys) J

Q8o o Fo Aiy: BerEe)’ @@ p sUQer a@wlurg
o567 @l i SWLUns LaeTs Bows GALUEGN%, LaerEs upd
safls s%ide s _@ar al@ib.

% & 5 uTTEEERw HEFi9 F5 Aareani, apen gyeol, $%udseresFuw
Qrupgwddart vlgwe, Gurmer uly yewlys Geader’ ulipwe,
sWEQery suwdarr ulpwe, s @orser wHiSE @Ewwn Cuwe
wlré Guddar vlpwe, yowws JRAuFsar G vipue, 5§
ngn-@ﬁuﬂé) B-@u b S @avrwrertaefieor Quuwrd uzllp.fuéu, -/
B@Cari, galwr, slvens s Javyp Fwspuar Quur, A5 @
Sarssmser (o1, er: HQwllés RQw rr@ser=2. 3. 67, vFals sSTrOW—
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u.er., Heed Bl i—ud). B), sl sraserupu S e Sardsm
(e, 8m: gssrgrp-gan., saf 50 urlgwe-sa., Qaerurd urt g we
Qaieir.), UpQury sésfdimus srigo vl we —g@u Bavaislr
Quoors @sregisy gopiuesPu Jerarr soin (Binding)
QrimQaia @b,

@emend p@ s%visarcRusm s JowsGwlur s g ser RNl ser
Buwew Hs5a sWawls uBiur@Augn urs sl Qurarersrss
BeypCacn@n. a@sssQsrar, vallés afuarrss serlear grd
uenfl s pé Qercirarrs Qusse Cuenr@un. HRfurssr @apadarr
Qi venfiley spspign, gie o arfe et darryb, Ul
e arenw et Cair@ &.9w FOUT @ e L warrsew s seCaar@o.
@ Risris yulve e urfssre, sLajer @ well 5%
urfgg, ‘eerler aspsre @5 ewssHe Hayill awa 5C5Cen
goss Qrig IO ypiQurarve Grlr ar’ aara Qrre aywrd
CurGew sWésorcsful venllé® (98 evQury), assrlger usBu
srigyn) Ll eemie e warsorri yawuCaer@b.

Befl, 51003 stvisargsPui 1953 Qe yésd@s Qearm 1963 g4
wyig gerafasds 9 Qsrgfsors Qaeflassar. salarg
@srefys 150 uésmser, swri 1,000 sl @arser, Qaefule o eror
s @avrwrert swri 200 Gui aerss s @arrser, pa@arg Qsrss
Sevo op@ aarariumser 10, gpareard uL_gsar 5, S Qavrsens @
Jerésiumser swri 400 oo wgri orm® Qaefas s m.

Bs%r H0 55, GPimsser sWwessorGRLSFHG S LA @ yeoa
10 Qsrg@sorrs Qaoflas sar gysr aflmsds. Yoo Quabureyd
W Swe B g% oL wer. palarmg @sregsyn uemwa e wrbHm
e iy (Multi colour offset printing) @gravpifer Qaiaflas g e,

 @s%rs salise Cueid Ao gAlyse: s%edeorg@uib eerp
@i 5% 18gw srpmearyCaCu uECawr Qsriiycer oormd
yererg. ¢Cyclopaedia of India’ eenp 1000 wismser Qsremrc
yssaw Qrarlaor gsLaflun g5s5s 5860 550 0 Qaofas serors.
1856@ qp s uFiy. 1862Q» @rawiri u@iy ai geror s, & ser
gPAwr, s ari@ureus (Surgeon Major, Madras Army) eeruar.
sEo—gararyien Csal, HCsrsr Qel@ (Qsy), pouun, w Qe
Ber (weea Bar), Boel, ewersiwrrgr, Srradiser wril—
earuar Qurarp s Qeorser seal o ei_wer,

- 2055 ‘Encyclopaedia of the Madras Presidency and
adjacent States’ ae&rp srev swrr 1000 uésmser Qarere gri Qaef
wi gerorg. K8 ssrasofier gewiy, Cerdaser, Quab ysprent
sofler arerpps 8o sALyser, anQsngs 56 rifser o e ar o uar
Qaaars @Aodiiu @dorer. B 1920-2196 Qaefaisg.
B swvae serardr Qelywrt gpluedserupAu Aoy A i
urss Ao ou Qerersm. Qe Zarule) wrirfer Ifcrgd Drey
Tarp HirssHe HFEALLQuip ., B
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1902 g0 gzrge yrrewn, @Fsrsd, PosDwud gpsluaps
dps e Qur@srstrs Frlyg < glsrar@sren” aearp Quuile
8@ vr. y. @5m 55090 Jer%er parsorre Qaafl il Qeror g,

1908-@e& s srevsaf gnb, L Quiryl] grésaf b v erer & priyls
Quuiseréd dlerssw smw Crré@Lear « @plyd Quursrrg’’ erearp
Quuwies Qsarlars SPsmms sovgrfis Curr@fwi Q@ FésT@
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National Scripture - Tirukkural
Dr. V. Sp. MANICKAM, Ph.p.D.Litt.,

Former Vice- Chancellor,
Madurai Kamaraj University

Our Mother India has a National Anthem, National Flag and
National Bird. It is but appropriate that Mother India should
have a national scripture also. Should this suggestion be accepted,
we have to think out which of the Indian literary excellence is
best suited to be designated the national scripture. There is one
indisputable and sensible criterion for deciding this issue, i.e., that
classic which fully embodies and rightly reflects the secular, social
economic and political features enshrined in our Indian Constitution
including Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles is fit for
the status of National Bible or Marai. What are the ingredients
of the Constitution ?

1. The Indian Constitution, in its Objectives Resolution
guarantees to all the people of India, Justice, social,
ecopomical and political equality of status, opportunity
before the law, freedom of thought, expression, belief,

N worship, vocation, association and action, subject to law
and public morality ;

2. 1t intends to establish a welfare state and strives to pro-
mote fraternity among all citizens assuring the dignity of
the individual;

3. It makes judiciary the guardian of the rights and liberties.
of the people;

4. The Fundamental Rights seek to protect the individual
life, liberty and property ;

5. The Constitution establishes a purely secular State. All
citizens are guaranteed freedom of faith, worship and
conscience and enjoyment of equal rights without any
distinction of religious belief, caste, creed or sex;

e—13
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6. It makes social and civic equality the bedrock of Indian
polity. It guarantees equality of all persons before the law
prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste,
sex or place of birth as between citizens, grants to all
equality of opportunity in the matter of public employ-
ment and abolishes untouchability.

7. The Preamble guarantees seven categories of freedom;

" a. freedom of speech and expression

freedom of assembly

freedom of association

freedom of movement

freedom of residence and settlement

freedom of property and

freedom of profession, occupation, trade or business.

B -»® e S

These seven fundamental rights are indispensable for the
development of faculties of every citizen.

8. Right to constitutional remedies is guaranteed to every
citizen. Affected citizens may move the court for the
enforcement of the Fundamental Rights.

The above points highlight the fact that welfare and justice
are the twin objectives of the Constitution. In the words of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, our national policy is to bring about a casteless
and classless society through the peaceful and co-operative method.

In the light of our objectives and goals mentioned above we
may enquire into the question of selecting a national scripture from
among the Indian literary classics. For this purpose one should
carefully find out which of the Indian literary works comes nearer
to the spirit of the Constitution and mirrors the unique ideals
based on equality, freedom, secularism, castlessness etc.

The sacred Vedas and the divine Gita are undoubtedly great
works ; but they are per se caste-ridden, religious, mystical, passi-
mistic, liturgical and heavenward. The characters spoken in them
are gods, devas and saints. They are devoid of pragmatism,
optimism, humanism and worldliness. Attainment of mukti or
liberation is their real goal. Prof. Hiriyanna, in his analysis of
¢ Pre-Upanisadic Thought’ points out that ¢ The Vedic Pantheon
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includs not only the old Gods belonging to the two pre-Indian
periods, but also several others whose conceptions the Aryan
settlers formed in their new home and that the number of the
Gods old and new is indefinite.’”” In his English Translation
of the Bhagavadgita, Dr. Radhakrishnan states that ©¢ The
Bhagavadgita is more a religious classic than a philosophical
treatise > and that ‘“the teaching of the Gita is yoga and the
teacher is yogsswara.”” What are the contents of Gita ?

The Gita says emphatically,

«Inter mixture of caste leads destroyers of the race as
well as the race itself to hall. Deprived 'of the
offerings of lumps of rice and water the manes of their
race also fall.” (1.42)

““Through these evils bringing about an inter mixture of
castes, the age-long caste-traditions and family customs
of the destroyers of the race get extinct.” (1.43)

Thus the conceptions of the two great Indian Sanskrit works-
Vedas and Gita-are not relevant to our broad-based, liberty—-
oriented and democratic Constitution. Hence the question of they
being considered as national scriptures does not arise.

We shall now examine whether Tirukkural the greatest ethicat
treaties in Tamil possessess the essential aspects of the Constitu-
tion. It should not be misuderstood that because of Tirukkural
having been written in Tamil, my mother tongue, 1 am inclined
- to explore its suitability with chauvinism. On this ground, is it
proper mot to examine its worthiness as national marai or veda?
The following extracts from scholarly works written long ago will
convince the impartial and discerning readers that of all the Indian
classics, Tirukkural is well suited to be named as the national
scripture or marai.

1. * Tirukkural is an integral homogeneous work of art, the
author of which addresses neither king, subject nor priest
but man. And He (Tiruvalluvar) does not address man
either as law giver or prophet but as well-wisher, teacher

and friend.” .
. —Alexander Pyatigorsky
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“ That which above all, is wonderful in the Kural is the
fact that its author addressess himself, without regard to
castes, peoples or belief, to the whole community of the

mankind. —M. Ariel

“ Indeed it is generally acknowledged that there is no
treatise equal to the Kural in any Indian language.”
' ~—John Murdoch

“Jt is more important that he was also a very integral-
part of the non-Sanskritic and pre-Sanskritic Tamil tradi-
tion; this fact is seen not only from his conception of
‘Pleasure’ which is so typically a reflexion of the akam
genre, but also from the all pervading pragmatic, this—
worldly, empirical and to a great extent, humanistic and
universalistic character of his particular conception of
dharma and niti.”

—Kamil Zvelebl

¢ Whilst the Bhagvad Gita in a forced and chilly manner
gives as a motive for remaining in active life that it is in
accordance with order of Universe, the Kural justifies
it~-what an advance-by the idea of ethical activity, Work
and profit place a man in a position to do good.”

“ According to the Kural, ‘duty is not confined, as in
the Bhagvad Gita to what the caste calling involves but
consists in general in “all that is good,”” Maxims about
joy in activity, such as one would not expect from the
Indian lips, bear witness to the strength of the world and
life-affirmation present in the Kural.”

<« There hardly exists in the literature of the world a
collection of maxims in which we find so much lofty

wisdom.”
—Dr. Albert Schweitzer

He (Tiruvalluvar) stands above all races, castes and sects
and what he teaches in a general human morality and
wisdom. No wonder that the Kural has not only been
much read, studied and highly praised in the land of its
origin for centuries, but has also found may admirers in
the West, even since it has become known.

—Prof. M. Winternitz
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7. ‘“Among the precious classics of the world literature
the Kural takes a place in the front rank...Tiruvalluvar
was one of those rare and great man whose catholic
spirit rose above all denominations and whose vision was
not clouded by dogmas or prejudice of any kind. His
teachings elude classificatian on any denominational

basis.”
—C. Rajagopalachari

World scholars who have acquainted themselves with Tirukkural
either in original or in translation have invariably brought out
its universal and cosmopolitan outlook and its non-involvement
in narrow social and religious complex: Tiruvalluvamalai—(Circa
6th cent. A.D.) a small treaties extolling the excellence of
Tirukkural points out that the different schools of religions and
sects which are at loggerheads have undividedly accepted the
maxims of Valluvar on virtue, politics and love. That this unbi-
ased quality of Tirukkural is noted by a poet Kallatanar fourteen
hundred year ago is really significant.

Scholars well versed in Tolkappiyam and Cankam classics will
readily agree to the view that Tirukkural is the fine product of
Tamil civilisation and culture whose origin and periodical evolu.
tions are still shrouded in mystery. On this point Dr, Lazarus
observes :

“Jt is refreshing to think that a nation which produced
so great a man (Tiruvalluvar) and so unique a work
(Kural) cannot be a hopeless, despicable race. The mora-
lity he preached could not have grown except on an
essentially moral soil.”

. It is worth remembering that the unalloyed pure Tamil culture
recognised only the divisions of mankind on the basis of land,
occupation, education and moral values. On the other hand the
Aryan culture was mainly based on birth, priesthood caste deno-
minations and heavenly beings and sacrifical performance. Hencc
there will be no difficulty for an ordinary Indian to find out the
real answer to the pertinent question which of the two-Tamil
culture and Aryan culture-is closely related to our Constitution.

Rev. Fr. Thani Nayagam, a Tamil student of international
repute, making a comparative study of the two ancient world
cultures “rightly concludes :
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< The ancient literature in Tamil provides useful data for
an enquiry into the origins and into the sociological
development of education within a culture complex. It
is a very valuable corpus for the study of Ancient India,
because unlike the ancient Sanskrit and Pali literatures
which are predominantly priestly and monastic literature,
the ancient Tamil literature is predominantly secular.
Its value to the understanding of the non-Aryan life of
Ancient India is all the more enhanced, since none of
the other languages of Southern Indian and Ceylon have
literatures extant which are so ancient or so independent
of Aryan in fluences.”

“The themes and situation of this ancient literature were
determined by a society which did not then accept any
caste determinism and rigidity, and which opened learn-
ing and perfectibility to both men and women and to all
occupatioual groups. There is, in this literature, a strong
belief in human powers and an integration and affirmation
of life in its humanistic and social aspects.”’

There iS no exaggeration in this statement. Therefore no
further quotations from works of reputed scholars are given.
Readers’ attention is drawn to the contents of following couplets
of Tirukkural which contain the spirit of our Constitution in
lively form.

1. An imperishable and flawless treasure is learning to a man;
other wealth is as nothing before it. (400)

2. Immunity from disease, wealth, productivity - happiness of
the people and safety from all kinds of attack-these five
are the ornaments of the State. (738)

3. Husbandmen are the linch pin of society : for they
support all those that take to other work, not having
the strength to plough. (1032)

The question of selecting a national vsda or marai will be
meaningful only when the Central Government takes a policy
decision in regard to the need of such a book. However there
is nothing wrorg in discussing the matter academically. If
Tirukkural had been written in Sanskrit or in Hindi, the chance
.of its being elevated as national marai would have been greater-
It being in pure and chaste Tamil, one of the National Language,
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it is the duty of the Tamil Indians and the Government of Tamil
Nadu to make a special request to the Unjon Government to
take a decision on the issue of national marai and consider
Tirukkural, the forerunner of the Constitution for the purpose.
Our National Anthem ‘Jana Gana Mana’ is in Bengali, one of
the national languages. Why should not have our national marai
in another of our national language i.e. in Tamil?

Whatever they plan they will achieve as planned,
provided the planner are men of resoluteness (666)
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A NEW APPR 'ACA TO THE H(STORY OF
TAMIL LANGUAGE

Dr. P :N. KOTHANDARAMAN

The Purpose of this paper is to present a brief account of
the hstory of Tamil Language Until recently historv of
language was very often m-staken for historv of literature,

History of a language may be studied in two ways as described
below:

I. One can study the language as found in different
periods and explain development and loss of the
various aspects of the language.

2. One can study the developments or loss of .th‘ér
language aspects giving more emphas:s to the
grammatical categories, .

A historical study of the former kind has been made by
Prof. T. P. Meenakshisundaran. It is not an easy task to write
a historicel study of a language like Tamil which has written
records since 5th Century B.C. Prof. T P. M. has presented
fairly a clear account of the history of Tamil in his monumental
work entitled ¢« History of Tamil Language’.

In the paper under discussion we try to present the develop-
ments and losses of the various grammatical categories of Tamil.
A detailed study of this sort will enable us to understand the
development of Tamil from the structural point of view.

According to the traditional grammarians there are four
major grammatical categories in Tamil i.e., Noun. Verb, parti-
cles or itai, qualifiers or Uri. For the sake of convenience
let us treat them all under the following classes,

1.  Nominal: This class will include nouns, noun com-
pounds, adjectives, cases, postpositions, etc.
e.—14 o ‘
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2. Verbal; This class will include finite and nonfinite
verbs, adverbs, tense, aspects, modals, etc,

3. Sentential : This class will include sentential adverbs,
sentential suffixes, certain exclammatory words etc.

4. Residual: Those items WhiChr do not come under the
three classes may be treated here.

The following few pages try to show how the historical
study of a language based on the grammatical categories can be
made possible. Only some significant points are explained here.

Nominal : As already mentioned nouns, noun compounds,
adjectives cases, postpositions, etc. Will be discussed here.

(a) Nouns: Among other classes of nouns, the personal
pronouns need special mention here. The Sangam Tamil enables
us to make a three way classification of personal pronouns as
follows:

Personal Pronouns
|

I Person II Person IIT Person
| | 3 |

] | | l l
Sg. Pl Sg. Pl Sg. Pl.

—-

{ |
Incl Excl. Hon. Non-hon.

The first person plural is divided into inclusive and non-
inclusive, The second person sigular is divided into honorific
and non-honorific. Regarding the third person we have two
way classifications in Sangam Tamil. This may be noticed in
the diagram given above. The singular pronoun is tan and the
plural pronoun is 2m? This division is replaced by the five
fold division of demonstrative pronouns in the later Tamil, At
present we do not have the two way division which we find in
the Sangam Tamil with regard to the third person,
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The demonstrative pronouns have replaced the third person
pronouns to some extent even in the sangam Tamil. As a result
of this replacement we have the five fold distinction In the old
and middle Tamil. This may be represented by the following
diagram.

1T P. Pn
|
| l
HN NHN
| |
l | | [ l
M r H.Pl. Sg. PL

In the Modern Tamil this classification has undergone a
minor change. In the old Tamil, We have five genders, namely
1. Masculine, 2. Feminine, 3. Human Plural, 4. Non-
human singular and 5. Non-human plural, In the Modern
literary Tamil we have six genders, namely 1. Masculine,
2. Feminine, 3. Honorific singular, 4. Human plural,
5. Non-human singular and 6. non-human plural. It May be
noted here that the honorific singular is a new development in
the Modern literary Tamil. Since there was a necessity in the
Tamil society, the honorific singular in the third person is
evolved. This honorific singular is not fully developed as a
separte gender in the middle and old Tamil.”

1t can also be noted here that in certain colloquial dialects
we find e'ght way distinction in the gender system. The
colloquial dialect has 1. Masculine singular, 2. Masculine
Plural, 3. Feminine Singular, 4. Feminine Plural, 5. Honorific
singular, 6. Human plural, 7. non-human singular and
8. Non-human plural.®

When we look into the history of Tamil we note the
development of gender system as described here. This has taken
place in the language only after the replacement of the third
‘person pronouns, zin and tan.
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The original third person pronouns namely tan and tam
have become reflexive pronouns in the later Tamil. In the
modern Tamil the plural form of tax i.e., tankal has started to
function as a second person pronoun-also.*

(b) Noun Compounds: With regard to the noun com-
pounds we observe that noun compounds are common in Tamil
all through the ages. Especially in Sangam Tamil We find noun
compounds more productive in that period. In the middle and
modern Tamil we do find noun compounds but they are not as
productive as in Sangam Tamil.

(C) Adjectives: Adjectives as such are not recognised by
the traditional grammarians in Tamil. The class of words
called «yri® by the traditional grammarians did the
function of the modern adjectives and adverbs in Middle and
old Tamil. In the modern Tamil we find several kinds of
adjectives as follows: 1. bound adjective, e.g., nal in nalvinai
¢ good deed’, ?2. adjective proper ‘nmalla’ in nalla vinai « good
deed, 3. relative participle, e.g., vanta in vanta payyan ‘the boy
who came’, 4. derived adjective, e.g., alakana in alakana
paiyan handsom boy’. In the old Tamil mostly the uri’ words
did the function of adjectives. In certain other cases the nouns
and other attributers did the functicn of the adjsctives,®

(d) Cases: According to Tolkappiyar there are eight
cases n Tamil. He has namced the cases on the busis of the
suffix s and on ‘h- rasis of their m.anings as well ©  Apart
fr.»+ taese (wo meihods he has also called the: cases first case,

as , thi d case and so on . According to Tulkappiyar

o »woare as f lHowst 1. nom netive, 2. accusat.ve,
$ ¢u.ve'or  srum.ntal, 4 datve, 5 abla ive, 7. locative
a4, 8 v.cative. Tne later Graummarians such as Pavananti

witvagree wich Tolkuppiyar and ‘hey lst the cases in the
sdme- ways ) '

. When we analyse the modern Tamil we find some changes
in the cases  The instrumenta] case has split into two, namely,
instrumental and sociative, The instrumental case marker is 4l
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and the sociative case marker is otu, Gtu or utan. They are not
interchangeable in modern [amil. With regard to the 5th case;
it has totally disappeared in the modern Tamil. We therefore
have the following classification of cases in the modern Tamil.
1. nominative, 2. accusative, 3. sociative, 4. instrumental,
5. dative, 6. genitive, 7. locative, 8. vocative,

It may be noted that in the modern Tamil also we have
eight cases. The third case has split into two and the fifth case
has totally disappeared. As a result of this we have eight
cases again.

The development of postpositions is an important develop-
ment in the modern Tamil. Although there were some elements
in old Tamii which gave rise to the modern postpositions, only
in the modern Tam:1 we find the full development of postpositi-
ons. All postpositions do the function of the case suffix.” In
the modern Tamil we have both case suffixes and postpositions.
The postpositions are generally traceable to either nouns or
Verbs. These postposmons occur after an oblique form or a
caseé suffix.

Verbal: Regarding the vetb we have to classify them as
finite forms and non-finite forms. The finite form of the verb
has the following structure: Verb plus tense plus gender person-
marker. The non-finite forms have to be classified into two
types, i.e , relative participle, and the verbal participle. The
relative participle form of verb has the following structure:
Verbal sten J-tense--relative participle marker. The verbal
participle can be further classified and the structure of the verbal
participle forms would be as follows: Verb stem plus verbal
participle marker. What we have described now is the structure
of simple verbal froms. Compound verbal froms have to be
treated in a different way. Regarding the simple verbal forms
what we said holds good for Sangam Tamil, Middle Tamil and
Modern Tamil as well.

There are a few changes regarding the gender person suf-
ﬁxes and there are also some changes regarding the tenses. For
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instance in old Tamil we have only two tenses, namely the past
tense and the non-past tense., But in the Middle and Modern
‘"Tamil we have three tenses, namely past, present and future.
In the Sangam Tamil we did not have a different tense maker
to signify the present tense but in the Middle Tamil and Modern
Tamil we have the tense marker ‘kiru’ and ‘kipru’ which
signify present tense. With regard to the gender person suffixes,
we have the suffix <al’ denoting ths flrst person singular which
is not present in Modern Tamil. There are such suffixes in the
second and third person suffixes as well.

Coming to the non-finite forms of the verb we have the
verbal participle and relative participle. These participles can
otherwise be called adverbial participles and adjectival partici-
ples. The details of these participles will show that a consid.rable
change has taken place in the Middle and Modern Tamil.

Tn the old Tamil we have different verbal participle forms
such as ceypu, ceytu, ceyya, ceyyn, ceyin, ceyarku, etc. But
some of these forms are lost in the modern Tamil, In the
modern Tamil we have the adverbial participles which can be
classified as follows: 1, Infinitive, 2 Conjunctive, 3. Condi-
tional, 4. Consequitive, 5. Simultaneous and 6. Negative.

Among these verbal participles the consequitive form is a
new development which is not found in the old Tamil. e.g.,
avan vantatum nan povén <1 will go as soon as he comes’. In the
above sentence we have vantatum which is called consequitive.
One may wonder whether we could segment vantatum as
vantatu+4um. But when we look into the semantic aspect of this
sentence, we understand that it is not proper to analyse vantatum
as vantatu-um. At the descriptive level one has to segment it as
va-ntatum. This may be clear when we look into the following
sentences °¢avan-vantatum nan povén. In this case, the word
vantatum does not signify any past tense at all: because the
coming of the other person has not yet taken place. Therefore
we are not treating nt as tense marker in this case. So itis
better to analyse vantatum as verb stem plus consequitive suffix.
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The other verbal partic?ples such as ¢« ceyyll, ceytena,’” etc, ‘are
not found in the Modern Tamil and therefore we conclude that
these items are lost in the Modern Tamil. .

Coming to the relative participle forms, we have only
three classes in the old Tamil, That is, in the Sangam Tamil
we have (1) Past relative participles, (2) non-past relative
participle and (3) negative relative participle. But in Modern
Tamil we have a four fold distinction i.e., (1) past relative
participle, (2) present relative partic'ple, (3) future relative
participle and (4) negative relative participle. ~As we have
already described the structure of relative participle would be
as follows: Verb stem plus tense or negative suffix plus relative
participial marker. According to the initial plan, this has to be
treated under the nominal group. Since the relative participles
have retained the quality of a verb, it is just mentioned here.

Apart from these forms we have to take note of the nouns
derived from verbs. The nouns derived from verbs have to be
classified into 3 major types. The structure of these three types
can be described as follows: (1) Verb stem plus Nominal
suffix, (2) Verb stem plus tense suffix or negative suffix plus
Nominal suffix and (8) Verb stum plus tense suffix plus prono-
minal endings.®

The nouns ending in ¢ tal’ and ¢al’ will come under the
first category and the nouns ending in ‘atu’ can come under
the second categary. For example ceyfal «doing’, potal, < going’
varutal ‘coming’ kolal ¢«Receiving’ and celal ¢going’ wil}
come under the first group. ceytatu, <doing’ (past); ponatu,
«going’ (past); vantatu, * coming’ (past); etc. will come under
the second group.

Apart from these nouns which are derived from verbs we
have anotber class of nouns which ared erived from verbs, These
nouns can be called conjugated nouns or participile nouns. A
few examples are given below: Pagitzavan ¢he who studied’
Patittava] * She who studied’, Ia the Sangam Tamil any finite
verb can be treated as a participial noun. That is, a finite
yerb belonging to the first person singular can be treated as a
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conjugated noun in the Sangam Tamil. So also asecond person
Singular verb can be treated as a conjugated noun in the Sangam
Tamil. But this is not possible in the modern Tamil. Cogjugated
nouns generally appear in the form of the third person noun in
the modern Tamil. Almost all the conjugated nouns or parti-
cipial nouns take the endings avan, aval, avar, avarkal, atu and
avai.

Among the simple verb forms, we have to take the follow-
ing forms also into consideration: 1. imperative., 2. deside-
rative, 3. optative, 4. potential and 5. prohibitive. These
froms are quite common in the modern Tamil. The Imperative
froms are common in Sangam and Middle Tamil and also in
modern Tamil. The desiderative forms are more common in
the modern Tamil. For example avan pokattum—:«let him go,’
avan patlkkattum —¢let him read, etc., are common in modern
Tamil. Such forms are not common in the old Tamil, nor in
the middle Tamil

Regarding the optative forms, in modern Tamil we have
the optative foms va/ka ‘live long’ and ofika ‘go and get lost,’
Apart from these two forms'it is very uncommon now to find
optative forms of the other verbs. But these forms were very
common in the Sangam Tamil and in the Middle Tamil as well.
Coming to the potential forms of the Verb we must pay a
special attention to this form. Aval patikkalam ¢she may read,’
ninkal pokalam—‘ you may go,” etc, are the examples of these
forms, These forms are found in the Sangam Tamil in the
Middle Tamil and also in the Modern Tamil- But the special
meanings signified by these forms in the modern Tamil are not
so common in the old and middle Tamil. More over these
forms have alam or kalam endings in the modern Tamil. These
forms have to be analysed in the Sangam and Middle Tamil in
a different way. In the modern Tamil we have to apalyse
these forms as verb stem-+ alam or kalam. But in the Sangam
and Middle Tamil one has to analyse these forms as Verbal
nouns plus am. Due to a kind of structural pressure in Modern
Tamil we have to analyse these forms In a different way. To
put it in other words, the modern Tamil has developed different
suffix in this case, '
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Let us turn to ‘the compound forms of the Verbs.
Before we ahalyse the compound forms of the verb let us
discuss the structure of the compound stem of a Verb." The
compound stem of verb has any of the following structutes.
1. Noun plus verb, 2. Verbal participle plus verb, 3. Verb
root plus verb, 4. Verb defective plus verb, 5. Particle
plus verb, The compound stems of this kind are not
uncommon in the Sangam and Middle Tamil. But in
Modern Tamil compound stems of this kind appear to be
more common and we find a lot of compound stems in the
Modern Tamil. In the compound forms of the verbs
aspectuals play a major role. In the Modern Tamil we have
the following aspectuals.

1. Progressive 5. Demonstrational 9. Contemptive
2. Perfective” 6. Reflexive 10. Preservative
3. Definitive 7. Reciprocal 11. Benefactive
4, Trial 8, Accidental

The development of these aspectuals need a careful
study.'® It is true that some of the aspectual elements
may be found in the Sangam and Middle Tamil. But only in
Modern Tamil we have full-fledged aspectual system. The
aspectual system is providing opportunities to describe the
various aspects of the action. If we examine the Sangam
Tamil and Middle Tamil we can very easily understand that
the aspectual system has not developed to this extent in
the Middle and Sangam Tamil. Coming to the Modals of
the verb, we have the following modals in Modern Tamil;
1. Inceptive, 2. Attemptive, 3. Probabilitative, 4, Negative,
etc., These modals are not so common in the Sangam Tamil
or in the Middle Tamil as we find now in the Modern
- Tamil. As we discussed in the case of the simple forms of
the verbs, we have the finite forms and the non-finite formg
in the case of the compound forms as well,™ ‘

810
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As-we find in the simple forms, we have adverbial
participle or verbal participle and adjectival participle or
relative participle in the compound forms as well. The
compound adverbial forms are not uncommon in the Sangam
Tamil. The ancient grammarian, Tolkappiyar Himself hag
mentioned about the compound adverbial forms. The
following are the adverbial participles which are common
in the Modern Tamil: 1. Simultaneity, 2. disjunctive,
3. negative conditional 4. temporal, 6. manneral, 6. limita.
tive, ete.

Ajectival participle ; Regarding the compound adjective
participle we have a very few forms which have to be treated
here. For example parkkavéntiya ¢ worth seeing parkkakkiitiya
‘capable of seeing’, parkkavalla ‘capable of seeing’, etc.,
The above examples can be summarised as follows: The
infinitive forms of thc Verb plus véntiya, kiitiya, etc, For
the negative forms also we have ‘parkkakkiitata that which
must ‘not be seen’ parkkavéntdta ¢that which need not be
seen’, etcs Here the structure of the forms can be described
as infinitive forms of the verb--kutata, véntata, etc.

Negative forms: The negative forms of the verbs in
Tamil show a complicated structure. It need a special
treatment. For the Sangam and Middle Tamil, we are not
able to give a complete picture of the negative forms. Even
in the modern Tamil, the negative forms show a complex
structure. Most of the non-finite negative forms in the
case of the compound forms are formed by adding certain
Auyxillary verbs to the negative verbal participle forms of
the kind, ceyyamal and ceyyatu (example, ceyyamalirukka,
ceyyatrukka, etc., ceyyammal or ceyyatu plus Auxillary
verbs will give the compound non-finite forms in the case
of the negatives. Apart from all these forms that we have
described here, we have a kind of repetitive forms in
modern Tamil. For example we have vantuvantu ‘ having
come many times’, varavara ‘the more you come’, etc.,
which are not common in Middle Tamil, nor in the Sangam’
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Tamil. Even in Modern Tamil only the conjunctives and
infinitives are repeated like this. That is, we find vantu
vantu, vara vara, etc. But we do not find any form like,
vantal vantal or vantatum vantatum.

A special mention has to be made regarding the adverbs
in Modern Tamil. In Modern Tamil we have two kinds
of adverbs, namely, 1. simple adverbs and 2. derived ad-
verbs. Forms like mella ¢slowly, softly’ urakka ¢loudly’s
etc., can be called simple adverbs. The forms like vekamaka
«fast’ alakaka <beuatifully’, etc., can be called derived
adverbs, Historically speaking the simple adverbs can be
traced to same kind of verbs, But at present these forms
have lost their verbal connection. That is, the forms mella
and wurakka does not have other forms like urattan urattal,
etc. The same way mella does not have apy other verbal
forms. That is the reason why we have to treat them as a
separate grammatical category-

In the case of the derived adverbs, we find the following
structure: Noun plus @ka. Certain kinds of nouns when
followed by the suffix @ka become this-kind of adverbs. 1t is
not possible to have adverbs of this kind by adding @ka to
any noun, For example it is possible to have adverbs’
such as alakaka ¢beautifully ’ vékamaka *fast’ etc., but it
is not possible to have adverbs of this kind by adding the
suffix aka to the concrete nouns such as vifu ‘house’,
tottam  garden’, kutirai ‘horse’, etc. '

Sentential Elements: When we analyse thei sentential
elements in Tamil we can find the following items.

1. Sentence Adverbs 4. Connectives 7. Sentence suffixes
2. Introductories 5. Addressives 8. Clitics
3. Conclusives 6. Exclamatory items 9. other items.

1., The sentence adverbs such as upmaiyaka; *Really’
urutiyaka, °*definitely’ and potuvaka ‘generally’ are very-
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common in the Modern Tamil. The sentence adverbs of
this kind are not common in the Middle Tamil and in
old Tamil, In fact, these sentence adverbs can be -derived
from a sentence. That is the reason why we call these
items senteace adverbs. The utteranees such as atavatu
“that is to say’, collapponal *that is to say’, etc, function
as g kind of introductory items which usually precede a
sentence. These items are called introductories, Such
introductories are found in Modern Tamil. These forms
are more common in colloquial Tamil. This kind of
introductories are very uncommon in the Middle and Sangam
Tamil.

The words such as gkavé and epavé «therefore’ are
used when we make a conclusion after a discussion. These
items are called conclusives. They usually precede a sentence.
These items also are very common in Modern Tamil.
There are a number, of connectives in modern Tamil. For
example we have anal ‘but’ émenral, ¢because’, etc. The
function of these items is to connect the preceding and
the following sentences. These items are called connectives,
Such connectives are ot uncommon in the Sangam and
in the Middle Tamil. But they are more common in the
Modern Tamil.

The Vocative forms and the common addressives such
as ennanka, énka ‘Hey, you’, etc., are becoming more and
more common in the modern Tamil: In the written records
of the Middle and Sangam Tamil such forms especially the
addressives ennarka, énka, etc., are very rare, The exclamatory
items such as ayyo appa, amma ‘Oh’, etc., are rare in
Sangam and Middle Tamil. These items may be or may
not be followed by a sentence. The exclamatory words
are found to be different from ome period to another,
For example the words like amna, acco ¢alas’, etc., are
found in Middle and old Tamil. But in the modern
Tamil ayyo, appa, and amma are more common than acco
and anna.
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There are a few suffixes and suffix like elements which
are usually added at the end of a sentence. For example
the suffix @am can be added to any sentence. When we add
the suffix @m to the sentence avap vantan ¢ he came’ we get
avan vantanam ¢it seems he came’ avan vantan is a statement
made by the speaker. But avan vantanam implies that the
speaker does not take any respounsibility for the fact, Similar
to the function of the suffix am, we have some other items like
polum and pola irukkiratu, Note the following sentences,
Inru malai varum, ¢it will rain today’ Inru malai varumpslum
‘it seems it will rain today’, inru malai varumpola irukkiratu.
¢it seems it will rain today’. In these cases polum and pola
irukkiratu are added at the end of a sentence. In these
cases the speaker is not sure of the fact.

In any natural language, we find certain suffix like
elements which are freely added to any constituent except the
adjectives and noun attributes. Such items are called clitics.
In Tamil there is a clitic, namely tan. This may be called
an emphatic Marker. Even though there are other meanings
conveyed by this clitic, the. predominant meaning .is emphasis.
The clitic tan as already mentioned, can be added to any
constitutent except the adjectives and noun attributes. It may
also be mentioned here that the clitic fan cannot be inserted
within a noun phrase.'”” Note the following sentence avag:
nérru inku vantan € he came here yesterday ’. In this sentence
we can add the clitic after avan, nérru and inku but not
after vantan. ‘

It is possible to add this tan after the finite verb also
in the colloquial Tamil. But the literary Tamil does not
allow this kind of addition. The movement of the clitics
such as tan, @, um and kfta are to be found more common
in modern Tamil. These items are certainly found in middle
and Sangam Tamil. But the clitics do not move as freely
in middle Tamil and in Sangam Tamil as we find in modern
Tamil.
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So far we have been discussing mainly the grammatical
aspects. There are some remarkable changes in the areas of
phonology, semantics and in sandhi also. When we look
into the history of the Tamil language we find certain
changes in the occurrence of the phonemes. The pro-
nunciation of the plosive ¢ and the plosive r has changed
through ages.

Regarding the semantics, certains words have changed
the meaning, certain other words have extended their meanings
and certain other words have lost their original meaning and
developed new meanings: Coming to the sandhi, the modern
Tamil has simplified the sandhi system to a great extent. It
must also be mentioned here that the structure of the lexicon
also has changed a great deal in the modern Tamil. The
Tamil language has developed a number of new lexical items.
It has borrowed a number of new words from many other
languages. It has also Tamilised the borrowed words in
certain cases. We also find that many old Tamil words are lost
in modern Tamil.

Conclusion: Everything is subject to change in the course
of time. Language is no exception to this Thus far we have
explained that the Tamil language has undergone so many
changes in the course of time. When we talk abouts the history
of a language we should explain how the language has developed
new structures and” how the language has simplified the various
systems and also we should explain the important aspects that
were lost in the course of time. A detailed study of this kind
will help us develop a language and make successful planmngs
for the development of a language.

_ FOOTNOTES

1. ‘There are instances such as yarum illai tané kajvap (Kuruntokai 25) in
Sangam works where 37 and #dm are found to occur in the third
. person,

2. Please see Pon. Kothandaraman’s Linguistie Studies in Tamil, pp. fl-ll.
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. In the modern Tamil tdsnkal can be used in the sense ‘you’ (honorific

singular) : but it cannot be used for plural. It may also be noted ‘here
that tas cannot occur in the sense of second person although tasnkaj
oc.urs.

. Please see Pon. Kothandaraman’s akkana ulakil “putiya parvai Vol. 1.,

(2nd _edition), pp. 67-77 and “Ilakkaaakkatpitukal’ in wyarayvs Vol. 1.;
No. 1. pp. 95-126.

. Please see Pon, Kothandaraman’s Linguistic Studies in Tdmil, pp, 43-54,

. Ibid pp. 55-59.

Piease see Pon. Kbthandaraman’s II;JkkaﬁauIakiI Putiya Parvai Vol. 1.,
(2nd Edition), pp. 47-59. :

. Please see Pon. Kothandaraman’s Ilakkana ulakij Putiya Parvai Vol, 1,

pp. 25-28.

For a detailed discussion please see, Pon. Kothandaraman’s ‘The verd in
Modern Tamil and Linguistic Studies in Tamil, pp. 19-26.

Please sece Pon. Kothandaraman’s The verb in Modern Tamil.

For further discussion please see Pon. Kothandaraman’s Linguistic Studies
in Tamil, pp. 103-109.
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AN EXTEMPORE SPEECH BY Prof. Dr. N. SANJEEVI
OF MADRAS UNIVERSITY

In VIII World Poets Conference held at Corfu (Grccce)
in the panel discussion on
Mediteranean Civilization and Poetry

" Under the Presidentship of Poet L. Sedar—Sengor
(Former President of Senagal) on 80—9—1985)

Respected Presidsnt and Dear Fellow—Participants,

I am deeply grateful to our learned and beloved president
for giving me an opportunity to °intervene briefly’ in this.
discussion on Mediteranean civilization and poetry. I shall
cherish this opportunity as a great privilege and honour offered
not merely for myself but for India, —the country, that I
represent, and the University of Madras where I teach and
research.

I particularly feel previleged not only because I happen to-
speak under the presidentship of a great poet and a national
leader whose reputation is world-wide, but also because he
took great interest in the study and spread of Dravidian studies.
in his country for which we, the Tamils, are ever greatful.
However, I beg your pardon, sir, when I say frankly that I felt
disappointed that no reference whatsoever has been made about
the cultural and commercial contacts between the Mediteranean
civilization and that of Dravidian, which exists in the deep
south of India either in the learned presidential address of
yours or in any of the remarks of about twenty subsequent
interventions by distinquished delegates. Henee, I thought, my
short intervention permitted by your beloved self will really
enhance the academic value of the discussion on ¢mediteranean
civilization and poetry’ because we have to look at the impact

e—16



114 Uyarayvu

of Mediteranean civilization and poetry from a global point of
view and that would never be complete without an adequate
study of the Dravidian civilization and poetry. As such I wish
to emphasis with all the strength at my command that the value
of the impact of Mediteranean civilization and poetry could
never be valued fully and correctly without a proper reference
to India and particularly to South India and more particularly
to Tamilnadu and its ancient civilization and poetry which is
on an equal footing to that of Sanskrit with which European
languages are closely connected. To be more factual I should
say that while Sanskrit has become obsolete like Latin, Tamil
language is still the spoken Idiom of millions of people in
Tamilnadu and in countries like Sri Lanka, Burma, Malasia,
Singapore, Fiji, Mauritius, Re-union and South Africa. In
Europe and America there are thousands of Tamil successfully
engaged in different vocations.

Ancient Tamil classical Literature which belongs to a few
centuries before and after the dawn of Christian Erah as a
number of significant references about the maritine contacts
between Ancient Greece and Rome and Tamilnadu. The Greek
Ionions were known to the Tamils as Yavanaas. There were
Greek warriors in the position of our palace guards. And
Lamps of great workmanship from Greece adorned our palaces.
There were also colonies of Greek and Roman traders in
ancient cities like Poompuhar—the Eden of East. A modern
Tamil Research scholar, Mylai-Seeni Venkatasamy is of the
opinion that the Tamil word ¢ eriflefl’ meaning *a stage screen’
is drawn from Greek ¢Yavanika’. He has also drawn
comparisons and similarities between the structures of battle
fields of Ancient Greece and Rome with that of ancient Tamil-
nadu. That there was a continuous commercial flow is estab-
lished not only by references in Ancient Tamil literature but
also by the foreign notices of South India recorded by persons
like Megasthenes, Strabo, Pliny and others. An European
historian lamented that all the Roman treasures is emptied by
the high value of pearls of Pandinad (a part of Tamilnadu) got
in exchange for wine.
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I am sure you will be interested to learn that there
is a theory that the Dravidian race migrated from or
imigrated to Mediteranean, suggested by non-Tamil scholars
like Lahovary and Balakrishna Nayar. We have found enough
archaeological evidences also such as Greek and Roman coins
and Liquor Jars from Greece and Rome to establish the
commercial contacts between ancient Greece and Rome on
one hand and that of Tamilnadu on the other hand. It shall
be equally interesting and important to note that the great
musical instrument—harp known in ancient Tamil as ©yaal’,
now extinct in Tamilnadu is found in Greece and Rome (and
also in China).

Sir, I have just pointed out a rich field for deep investi-
gation to realise the ancient commercial and caltural contacts
stween the Mediteranean and Tamilnadu the southern most
State of India which is considered to be the cradle of Dravidian
civilization. In this context, I would very much plead with
you, sir, to appoint a permanent commission for investigation
of the ancient contacts between the Mediteranean and India,
particularly with the deep South of India unearthing and
identifying the material that should be available here from
Tamilnadu. This will strengthen better understanding and
closer colabration and will certainly expand and enliven the
greatness of Mediteranean civilization itself. With regard to
the poetry of mediteranean and ancient Tamil classics I should
point out to you that there is a significant parallel in the
concept of academies of ancient Greece and that of Cankams in
ancient Tamilnadu. It also appears to me that the ethos of
Mediteranean civilization was similar to that of ancient Tamils.
In fact even the political divisions and conditions were similar
I have also often thought that the reasons for the decline and
fall of Rome as described by the great historian Gibbon were
the same for the ancient Tamils. Many parallels could be
found between the ancient poetry of Greece and Rome and that
of Ancient Tamil, particularly literary generes like elegies and
Iyrics.
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Sir, I may be permitted close this brief intervention by
highlighting a striking parallel between the life of Socrates
father of European philosophy and a thought of Tiruvalluvar
of Ancient Tamilnadu of the first century B.C. or A.D. The
name and fame of Socrates is well-known in Tamilnadu
because of the writings of not less than two great personalities,
who were former Chief ministers of Tamilnadu also, Rajaji and
Kalainger Karunanithi. While both were popular writers of
great standards, the latter who is fortunately still in our midst,
is a very powerful orator, Novelist, short-story writer,
dramatist, play-wright and a poet also. The parallel between
the life of Socrates and the thought of Tiruvalluvar, who is the
author of Tirukkural—a book on ethics, polity and love that
has no parallel, in the world literature, is found in the following
couplet (when rendered in English):

Men of graceful courtesy
Take hemlock and look cheerfully (580)

Let me close my brief talk with this memorable thought.

Thnk you very much.
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