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Vidwan R. Padmanabha Pillai, the author of
the present book is well known as an ardent
preacher of the Saiva Siddantha system of religion
and philosophy. He is an able speaker, as well
as writer in Tamil and his prose style is simple,
chaste and elegant. It is remarkable that- he

can command the Malayalam language also \zvith
equal facility, vide, his highly useful compendium,
called “A Text Book on Hinduism” which has
won the approbation of some emineni authorities.

The opening pages of this book deal with
stone inscriptions that probably escaped the view
of the archaeological department or were not
yet dealt with by it, and therefore their publi-
cation reflects much credit on 4the author for his
deligence in collecting and interpreting them for
the benefit of the public. Tt goes without saying
that they, as well as the old Ola records to whkich
he adverts later on, are all infermative and
throw a“flood of light on the state of society
and customs and manners of the times to which
they have reference. ‘

The chapter on Vellalas is full and interesting
as far as it goes, and it gives a. graphic description
of the habits, customs and manners of the
Vellalas, and of their original settlement in the
country., Then follow the legends regarding
Muppandal, Kali, Marthanda Pillai (Valia Yaja-
manan), Adi Muthananda Swamigal, Siddargiri,
Meenakshi Amman, Parasakthi etc.,, which are
all told with prestine simplicity and faithfulness,
~and would certainly be interesting to the general
reader. The terrible and pathetic story of the
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christian martyr, Bhaktha Devasagayam Pillai,
which finds some parallel in the persecution and
martyrdom of Christ, is here narrated in all its
sombre detail, and if true, cannot but deeply
gtir the heart of every reader.

Finally, his observations on the present condi-
fion of the Hindu religion, and the urgent need
for its spread and expansion on proper and
methodical lines, are all pertinent and useful.
His treatment of the subjects of idols, temple
worship, Bhakthi, etc., contain valuable hints and
suggetions that will please and satisfy the
thoughtful reader.

I may be permitted to remark here that the
correct, original form of the word ¢Aruvamozhi”
or “Araivaymozhy’’ seems to have been “‘Aralvai-
mozhi” gradually corrupted into its present form
as the word “Aral” in Tamil means a chain of
mountains. The word thus originally meant
«A way in the midst of a chain of mountains”, in
other words, a pass in the Ghats. No other
interpretation is so appropriate, and it is quite
conceivable that the word*Aral’, in common parlance
must have easily passed into its collogual form
of ¢Arai’ or “Aru”.

On the whole, there is no doubt, and it is
gratifying to find that Mr, R. Padmanabha Pillai
has turned his long stay in ‘Aramboly’ to very
good account and has given us a mass of valuable
information on the historic village of Aramboly
and also incidentally on the early history and
conditionlof Nanjinad itself, which is likely to
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prove interesting to the common reader and
important to the general history of Travancore,
for which he deserves the genuine thanks of all
Travancoreans,

T, Lakshmana Pillai, B. A.

Trivandrum,} . Isai Tamil Chelvar
27 -—-8—1943. Major Treasury Officer (Retd.)
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I Naradiya Bhakti:— Communion with God
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II. Bhakti:~ According to Ramanuja it is
neither blind attachment nor mere emotionalism.
It is steady remembrance (meditation) marked by
direct and continued perception.

IIT. Bhakti:— A passive, relationless identity
excludes the joy of adoration and devotion but
Bhakti is the very soul and heart and summit of a
more complete union. (Sri aurabindo)
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“The Muslims always received very kind and
generous treatment at the hands of the rulers of
Travancore. So great was their attachment to
the ruling family that when a Mugal Sirdhar
made an irruption into Travancore in the middle
of the seventeenth century, the local muslims not
only refusedto join the invader but gavetheir support
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In front of the local temple dedicated to
Meenakshi-Sundaresar there is a ‘Mukha-manda-
pam® named ‘Chitra Sabha. It is 45 feet long
49 feet broad and 19 feet high. An amount of
Rs. 16000, raised by public donation and Govern-
ment contribution had to be spent towards the
construction of this grand edifice. There are four
granite pillars supporting the mandapam, each
pillar costing Rs. 500/- On one of these pillars a
beautiful image of His Highness Sri Chithra
Thirunal Maharajah is carved out with rare
artistic skill. In addition to this the images of
puranic personages like Kali, Natarajan, Sivakami,
Vamanan, Agasthian, and Raja Rajeswari carved

out on these pillars are specially note worthy.
since they prove beyond any shadow of doubt that
this ancient and noble art has still got its votaries
amongst us. The first stone for the Chitra Sabha
was laid by Devaswam Commissioner O. S,
Ramaswamy lyer Esq. on 18—1—104 & it was
completed on 29—11-—109. This «Chitra Sabha’ and
the ‘Chithira Vilas Library’ are standing monu-
ments of the lovalty which characterises the
people of the locality.
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ewi B Qerw@esui  gewiser
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@i el s80 wrg1bs0 ugBimads 18 gaw®
sEnE@ (peweni &1 S g, .

«Of about a dozen passes that pierce the other
wise impregnable mountain—barrier of Travancore
three i e the Achchancoil, the Aryankavu and the
Aravayroli passes stand cut as the most Importent
that connected Travancore and plains of Tinne-
velly, Madura and Coimbatore,

The Aramboli pass formed the portals through
the Pandayas, 8Chclas, Vijayanagara generals
and the Madura Nayaks poured in from the other
side of the ghats, time and again.

Simple fortifications of stone walls defended
by a stout garrison must have served as a defence
The debris of these walls are still traceable in the
ruined heeps of loose stone lying about in sitn
and the thorny belt of Karuvel trees the ragged
survivor of a more effective kadaran of former
days, still serve as a whole some deterrent to the
smuggling activities on this Frontier station. The
etymology of the name of the Aruvaymoli pass is
one of interest and various interpretations have
been suggested. In ayacut registers, the name
is given with a long a and gmrard@uwrd may be

-considered as a correépt derivative of gwrardayd
t%le gate way of the fortifications. If the botanical
signification of gws a kind of plant is taken, the
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place may be considered to have derived its name
from the plants which may have grown in abun-
dance in its vicinity. ‘“gmsara8” and its meaning
of the *ways of Buddihists’ who are alleged to
have come through the pass entroute Ceylon
appears to be a fanciful interpretation. With the
short a as the name occurs in late inscriptions
gman@wer,d may also be considered as derived
from geewenmiayd which has the connotation as
gorand o noticed above, If the last syllables
Guwrd have to begiven prominence, then a vague
resemblance may boe seen between this name and
ymenr@wryd one of the titles of Raja Raja I, the
Chola King, who was first to christen his southern
conguests in his own name. Gwryd may have then
been paraphrased into amdi@wrd and y@ewGwnd
may have then been expanded into gy@srari@wr
from which y@anlGwrd may have been the
colloquial derivative. The Tiruvalangadu plates
give this title of Arunmoli to Raja Raja I (South
Indian Inscriptions Vol. I1I P. 391)”

@spE woiymrurs H48s wisissl ugElmeds
Wi A, @Doissand ssowvaf (Asst. HEpigraphist)
1461 udsgsBe erap@ui@ma@opi., oo a@orm,

«“Mr. Ramanatha Iyer considered various
alternative origins as g@rariGurl, ymasray,
@t iiQwry, revarn@urys, I think my friend has
entirely missed the correct import of the expression,

The latter portion of the name of the Pass is a8
instead of Gwsf which Mr. Ramanatha Iyer

himself. suggests. But it is only with reference to
the main stem of the word that he has been misled

The word is found used in two places in the
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Sangham literature i e in Ahananuru (281) and
Purananuru (175). The tAravaiys, referred to in
the two places do not appear to be identical. But
the meaning of the word in both is the same.
The word ‘Arai’ in Tamil means a mountain and
with the addition of the fermination ‘way’ (mouth)
would mean the mouth of a mountain. It would
therefore mean a mountain Pass.”

Banfeor oL ibi— ysldaasydde Boyme Qsis
Garerd Qe B gu@RImiui. wsa gersgogs srl@
Beir p g3

@y 9arlen grreflumi, Heugram eprefluri erarp @ufl
wriger @asamin #Qarsrisa, Bpis Bo ussiser, uadoa
wrasar L0 aorigg et musm er8irown  deveuh
uf g s Paryon Qedgari,

B@ana@gop’ oavears  ssfBsar  gevryfe
Seerer sa@d@migeani, Qaisenn o mssedssiiserin,

sahreunt i) LGHFLD,
e L o — g

Crfema Geustmum,

1. oy rrgaighn eTmsergs GuansGeraerd
waprep G@etige amsiyon S sr—C s1prCser!
waTeaTen gy wawrg widessti Quirpo@arp
@ se5r e gmyen urie@uyn © s,

2. Ozgsalflar @ 9@t~ Qeitmb 110855
255 Grrarlsr g i—Esgomriio
Carenc.iur @upp Qer®w Qains Bilvspe
a1l glanGrr ams,
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srer @ Hiwer,
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s e sBmsta pari. Wiy HmplQuiisrés
Bt pari, CamfpRrow® (@prustarpsar CuirL oo
Goflda aparp Garmsar Quandh, @nEGL Gwaslrs
FiuBsms
Caaganuwid icirdm,

garg Fhgw erapsiiuc . mroser. (s80)

(1) Gsassnud Gemr mrie al @iz (2) vost
erdlwren @pmpeduer uraapder wrslug@damaisn Caefldl
cowa, @) wurglsrFfergesmdd &M b
) Cageind Csasarum Gorlor &fs@uw, (F80) (5) Cus
B S S Beir ugBfana, (6) Qomesrwn Gerer 6=lﬁ,d"i,@;1i
(wlowrar) wa@mh wrigsian.ain waariQirsr g s

GG#@L.LB%T)&#},@I:Q&”WLUQ@ BDaugyt L@y Hald  gewr
anf'i st i B 1106 BAsL eadomn,  orppésesercr
GL-daar aiflangwrd)  emow g B, emerer Cureyr wp
wrar gueir geviront s Garanr® aurevrih,
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owa sadler Bpi@mearer sagiBREN sramlu@e g,

o - @iy @f uB@ENS o DA a. F7anaer sremaider
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Extract from the Inspection Notes of the
Devaswom Cominissioner
Mr. O. S. Ramaswami Iyer on 18-1-114.
ARAMBOL1I DEVASWOM.

Arrangements had been made for laying the
foundation stone of the proposed new Mandapam
sanctioned to be constructed at a cost of about
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Rs. 11000 the Villagers contributing Rs. 6000, for
the work. Mr. Agastialingam Pillai, the chief
man amongst them, who has taken of the contract
for the work has been taking great interest.
Most of the important people of the locality and
‘the surrounding places had COMe.....iiiiciniinane
we moved on to the ‘Altharai’ on the north side of
the temple on the bank of the tank, Here the
Prathishta of a new Ganapathi Vigraham was
performed solely at the expense of the Villagers.

N.B. The estimate has been revised to
Rs. 16000.

Extract of latter No. A of 4~3—1103 from the
Assistant Devaswom Commissioner, Suchindrum

to the Devaswom Commissioner Travancore,.
ARAMBOLI DEVASWOM.

There is only an allotment of over Rs. 100 in
cash for the Ulsavom in this Devaswom but the
public are spending every year an amount of
about Rs. 800 from their pocket to enhance the
grandeur of the Ulsavam. Large number of
worshippers come to the temple every day and they
are so enthusiastic over the proper conduct
of the ceremonies in the Devaswom that. they
are contributing another sum of Rs. 1500 per
annum towards the enhancement of pathivoe
under Nitianidhanam and the grandeur celebration
of Attaviseshams in the temple Mr. N. Agastia-
lingam Pillai secretary to the Aramboly Thiruppani
commiftee and an ex member of the Srimulam
popular Assembly has put in a petition before
me to the effect that he is prepared to undertake
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the work of putting up a Mukappu Mandapam
in front of the BSri Meenakshi Amman shrine
on the contribution system......c.reerecenn.
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