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A Revolt by Nattars
And the Decision of Sabhas, Mahasabhas and
Perilamai Nattars

Natana. Kasinathan, M.A., Deputy Diractor,
State Department of Archaeology,
Madras.

1t is known from-epigraphs that there were atleast seven
Perilamai Nadus in Tamilnadu, Majority of them ;were located
in Tanjore District and a few were situated near Chidambaram,
in South Arcot District. It is interesting to note that they had
always been near a Taniyur. For instance three perilamai
Nadus sesem to have beenlozated inthe wast,! east? and north® of
Perumbarrappuliyur. i. ¢ Chidambaram,a Taniyur. Kulottunga
Chola Perilamai Nadu appears to have existed near Tira
naraiyur, a suburb of Viranarayana chaturvedimangalam, a
Taniyur. These perilamai Nadus seem to have come into exi st-
ence at least from the time of Rajendra I, since some names of
Perilamai Nadus are the epithets of Rajendra 1.

Perilamai Nadu seems to be a bigger division consisting
of several Nadus, which was an agricultural region and also a
territorial assembly. Nadu as an assembly was represented b4
Nattar. Perilamai Nadu as big assembly was also represented
by selective nattars being one or two from each Nadu. Perila-
mai Nattar, Citrameliperiya nattar and Perukkalar® are seemin-
gly identical. Therefore they all were Vellalars. Itis proved
undoubtedly that the Perilamai Nattars were Vellalars with the
help of two inscriptions. Both of these inscriptions belong to
Tirukkadavur in Thanjavur District dated in 1177 AD, “One
o f these mentions a memorandum submitted to the king by twe
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hundred and forty four Vellalars. The other refers to an agree.
ment given by the mahasabha of Tirukkadavur to two hundred
and forty Perilamaiyar. Since both the records are dated in the
same raign and since the transactions of both seem to be related
toeach other, it can be asserte with good authority that the Per-
flamaiyar were the same as Vellalars’’® Another epxgraph
from Mannargudi also clarifies that the Nattars were none

other than the Vellalars.®

Three inscriptions from Mannargudi in Tanjore Districts
engraved two at Kailasanathar temple? and one at Rajago-
pala temple® speak of the resolutions passed in the joint sess-
ion of Sabhas, Mahasabhas and Pzrilamai Nadus, held at the
temple of Kailasamudaiyar alias Rajadhirajisvara mudaiyar of
Rajadhirajac caturvedimangalam, Thaniyur of Suttamalli Vala-
nadu. This great assembly had happened to meet when the
nattars of Rajarajac caturvedimangalam had revolted against
the oppression of revenue collectors. They lodged a complaint
stating that they were unable to do cultivation (Qevéirarmghenin)
since they were unduly harassed to remit taxes in cash as well
as inkind, and they could notstay in the village. On hearing
their grievances the members of the Sabha, the Mahasabha and
the Perilamai Nadu assembled in the temple of Kailasamudai-
yar alias Rajadhirajisvaramudaiyar and enacted a number of
resolutions codifying how the taxes were to be levied from Vel-
lalars. There are certain acts which mainly prohibited atrocious
measures such as imprisoning.the Vellalars, and keeping them
in house arrest for not paying the taxes (kadamai) by the reve
nue officials.

Some resolutions dealt with the minimisation of revenue
burdens. The vellalars had also been exempted from doing
Kudumbu (ward work) and the menial services (Gu8p , sgys
Mg ase) to Brahmanas in Pidakais.

Lastly, a whip of warning had also been issued to the
Brahmms, Vellalars and the accountant.  In one inscriptiont

this warning is somewhat polite and decent, In another epig-
raph it is described in harsh words, T
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The intention of the warning seems to be that the welfare
measures introduced for the sake of the nattars (velialars) should
not be spitled out by the secret contact of som= people of the
same community with the Mudalis who adopted oppressive
methods to collect the reveaue from them.

FOOT NOTES

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)
7
8)

A. R. E. No. 543 of 1921

S.L L Vol. XII, No. 175

S. L. 1. Vol. VIIi, No. 48

D-. R.Nagaswamy, A Judgement of the chola
period, Studies in Aacient Tamil Law and Society,
P.75.

Y. Subbarayalu, Politieal Geography of the Chola
country. page 46 (1973)

S. L. I. Vol..VI, No. 58.

S. I 1. Vol VI, No, 48, 59,

Ibid No 58.



The Conservation of Wall Paintings
at Madurai Sri Meenakshi
Sundaresvarar Temple

J. Lakshmanan M.Sc., Chemist,
State Dept of Archaeology, Madras.

Introduction:

Tamilnadu temples are famous for their weaith of paint-
ings. Mostly paintings dated to Nayak period are noticed in
the temples. In Sri Meenakshi Sundereswarar temple, Madurai
opposite to Mukkuruni Vinayagar shrine, three panels of pain-
tings of Nayak period are noticed.

First panel depicts the marriage scene of Siva Parvati-
It is being witnessed by many persons on either side. At the
bottom, right hand corner some royal personages are portrayed.
They may be the benefactors of the paintings. These
paintings look like the paintings of the famous wedding Scene
at Unjal Mandapam of Mangammal pzriod. In the other panel
both Siva and Parvati are sitting and are bsing worshipped
by the royal personages and others. Stylistically the paintings
may be dated to post Mangammal i.e. Vijaya Ranga Chokka-
natha Period.

This work was pursued in 1981 during the fifth World
Pamil Conference.

Materials and Structure:

The primary support of the paintings is a nearly purelime
(Calcium Carbonate) that contains a considerable amount of
sand as a beoarse aggregative. This plaster support is attached
to the brick wall. Over the rough plaster support, a thick coat
ng of lime wash is given: upon this smooth, dried white
wash paintings were executed. The distinct layer of lime
wash present below the pigments, reveal the tempora technique

The pigments are mainly earth colours, red, lime
black, yellow ochre and malachite (green). The medium of
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pigment is found to be a vegetable glue based on the paper
Chrometographic analysis. The over paint medium appears to
be casein, since it gives a positive test for Nitrogen.

Condition:

The primary support linte plaster and the basic support
of the paintings are in good condition. . Thick layer (0.5mm)
of dust and oily soot covers the whole surface of the paintings
and thus imparts a dull appearance. Lime has been sprinkled
thickly (1 mm) almost all over the surface. The earlier preser
vative applied has turned grey due to age and is more tran-
sparent. Fine crackings of pigments have been obser-
ved at a few places which may spread and wither in the near
future,

Treatment:

Chemical tests show that the pigments ar¢ unaffected
by organic solvents and acids. Hence the thick crust, of lime
were cleaned by cotton swabs moistened with lacetic acid intur
bentine-benzene mixture,

Black dirt and smoke coatings are removed by cotton
swabs moistened with a dilute solution of triethyl amine in alc
benzene and turbentine mixtures Use of triethylamil-
ne solution is two fold; to remove the oily soot and to neutra-
lize the acetic acid. After complete neutralization the earlie
preservative was rubed off by brushing mildly with turbentine-
petrol-chloroform mixture.

Then the whole painted surfacc was allowed to dry. Finer
crackings were mended with a part of dammer resin in hexane,
Finally it was coated twice with 59, solution of poly methy-
leryalate in benzene acetone mixture.

The problem of protecting the pigments from UV radia
tion is under consideration.
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