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The Tamil public will welcome this edition of a classical
Tamil poem calied “Nariviruttam” It is supposed to be a youthful
experiment at poetic composition made by that illustrious Bard
who sang the great Tamil classic “Jivaka Chintamani.”” This small
work may be said to be a rendering in verse of the famous rule of
life—*Be in the world, but not of it.”” It adopts the method of
teaching through fable. [i opens with the story of a greedy fox;
hence the narae “Nariviruttam.” [t contains other stories besides,
illustrating the truth that the sp'rital life is fac higher and richer
that all the worldly possessions. He that longeth to have more
of this world loseth his own soul. Hence avoid greed and avarice;
and accumulate the treasure in Heaven, Again, share what you
have with the needy. Restrain the vice of greed and practice the
virtue of charity. Rid yourself of “"Loba,” and fill yourself with
the joy of “Dana,” This is the message of this little gem in Tamil
language,

The edition contains an excellent commentary which is cleat
and elegant; and exhaustive without being redundant. It manifests
not merely a sound scholarship in Tamil literature, but also a
thorough grasp of religious traditions and technicalities pertaining
to Jainism. I have no doubt that this will have its well-merlted
appreciation from the students of Tamil literature.

A, CHAKRAVARTHI, M A.L.T.\,LB.S.,
Professor of Philosophy.
Presidency College, Madras.
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