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December 19, 1977

MESSAGE

I am glad to know that a book on
‘Tamil Opera’ by Dr. 5. A. K. Durga,
Lecturer in the Department of Indian
Music, University of Madras, is being
released by Dr. Raja Sir Muthiah Chettiar
at Tamil Isai Sangam, Madras on 25th
December 1977.

| wish every success In her endeavour.

Walcolm S. Hdiseshiah
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Foreword

This work deals with the type of musical form of
South India which is known as Geyapatakam or [Isai-
natakam. It has a story set with songs with intermitient
verses and prose passages in both conversational and
indirect speech  The Yakshagana forms belong to the
type of Geyanatakam or musical plays.

Yakshaganas are musical plays which originated in
Andhrapredesh during the time of Nannayya (11th century)
It evolved first as a dance form and later developed into a
musical play or geyanatakam. The Yakshaganam is also
known as Veethinajukam in Andra meaning Street Play.

Dr. Durga has taken the pains to find out that there
are Yakshagana forms in Tamil language too  One of the
{amil Yakshaganas from the so far available five tamil
Yakshaganas from the Government Oriental Manuscript
Library, wadras has been edited with a critical instruction
in Boglish and Tamil by her which is no doubt a laudable
attempt. Her doctoral thesis being * Operas in South
India”, She is able to give an analytical study on the
structure and evolution of Yekshagana forms in the critical
introduction. She bas also suggested the ragas that can
be used for the songs which are not to be seen in the
Original Manuscript. This will certainly help the producers
to stage the play as a tamil opera in future. Classical
music of careatic music can be popularied more easily
by theatrical representations as theatre is an effective
mass-media. 1 appreciate her effort m publishing this
Tamii Yakshagana by which a tamil literary cum musical
work has been brought into hmehght and by maKing use
of the ctassical type of ragas of carnatic music into the
play, the musical aspect is also been projected.

1 wish Dr, Durga every success, in her research.

M. Balammalitinishma,



Critical introduction for the
“ VALLALARAJAN YAKSHAGANAM”

ISAINATAKAM or OPERA

Opera is a special kind of theatre with music. Operas
of South [ndia are entirely different from the Western opera,
The word opera is used to denote a type of musical form
which has a story set with songs in classical music of
South India with verses and prose passages in both conver-
sational and indirect style. The composers of these woiks
name their compositions as Natakam, Keertanai Yaksha-
ganam or charitram, Arunachala kavirayar’s ‘ Rama-
natakam  can be said as the first tamil opera which belongs
to 16th century.

The word opera is properly the plural of the Latin
word ‘Opus’ meaning work. It is a shortened form of the
Italians pera in musical that is 2 musical work. swsaares
@uwib the Tamil Encyclopaedia defines the term Isainatakam
and Geyanatakam as opera’ A South Indian opera is
not mereiy a drama set to music. It is both a musical
and lterary form combined. Music is the vital part

of the play and it acts as a powerful commentary on several
dramatic situations.

The difference between a drama and an opera is one -
of emphasis. The action is simpler in an opera than in
ordinary play. The plot and characterisation are set in
broad outline rather than in detail in an opera. In other-
words, the plot is only the means to an end in a musical



Setting and the way in which it is performed by the vocalists
and instrumentalists. As speech is not employed in an
opera, music serves many pnrposes in relation to the words.

As opera depends upon music for expression, it cannot
be realistic. The opera lovers accept the convention of
actors conversing in songs. In an opera the beauty and
expressiveness of the music really holds the audience.
The music intensifies the dramatic force but eases the
dramatic tension, The purpose of the connecting verses
and prose passages are to convey the audience a
‘Programme’ so that they can better appreciate the expres-
siveness of the strictly musical portions. The entire
dramatic tempo is lower than the tempo of the drama,
This is because the entire play is sung throughout in opera,
Tt also takes a longer time for the development of the plot
than the actual time required for an ordinary play. Unlike
a drama, which can be enjoyed only by those who know
the language of the play. Opera can be appreciated to a
certain extent even by those who do not follow the text
through the beauty of the music.

YAKSHAGANA PLAYS:

““Yakshagana’’ is a common name given to one of
the troditional types of the vernacular dramas belonging
to the linguistic areas of Kannada, Telugu and Tamil.

The Yakshaganas are completely cast in the mould
and technique of the sanskrit dramaturgy and South Indian
classical music, These dramas are staged in operatic
manner having music and mimic representation, -

Though ‘Yakshagana’ is a sanskrit term, it is not to
be found in any of the sanskrit or sangita literature. In
‘Sangitasudha’ which was written during 1628 A,D.
by Govinda Dikshita. a single reference is made. He



mentions the Yakshagana ‘Sri Rukmani Krishna Vivaham.”
Some scholars are of the opinion that the name ‘Yaksha-
gana’ has been named after the form of a particular type
of music called Yakshagana But so far it is not able to
be known about this particular type of music. The
“ Sapgitasudha’ says that an earlier treatise attributed
to Aanjaneya has taken into account the music sung by
the Yakshas.

“Yakshagana’ is a compound word consisting of Yaksha
and gana, The etymology of the word ‘Yaksha gana’
is still not correctly explained. M. Govinda Rao says
in hig article on ° Yakshagana in Karnataka *’ in the
Annals of Oriental Research. Madras that a telugu work
called ¢ Kameswaripata® alludes to the trad:tional origin -
of Yakshagana. He says that ‘there is a passage which
says that Lord Siva sent two Yakshas equipped with the
necessary instruments to sing these yakshaganas and
ordered them to serve Kamavalli’, the deity of Kamapalli,
successively generation after generation.* From this we
can infer that Yakshaganas were performed before - deities
on festive occasions.

The legend goes that the night before Dipawali Day
is known as Yaksharatri. Kubera, the king of Yakshas
got back all his wealth from Bali on that day and everyone
rejoiced with music and dance. It might have been called
Yakshagana as the music is by yakshas. There is another
story that the Yakshas went to Sukracharya and learnt
from him this particular kind of music and drama.
Probably this might have been the reason for calling a type

of play called ‘Yakshagana’. The other openion is that
there were a community called Jakkulu in Andhradesa
who were performing music and dance and the term Jakkulu
changed into Yakshas and their dramatic performances



were known as Yakshaganas, In Andhra, the dancing girls
dressed as Yakshas and performed the dance at temple
rituals and royal courts. Since it was displayed with that
particular costume pertaining to the yakshas, it came to
be'known as yakshaganas.

The Yakshagana forms were originated first in Andhra.
From 11th century onwards, the reference for Yakshagana
is seen in the work of Nannayya. Palkuriki Somanatha
(13th century) who lived after Nannayya says that the.
Yakshagana was performed by a single dancer and it did
not develop into a musical drama. The ‘Kridabhirama’
also says that a ° Jakkula Purandari ”—a woman of the
Jakkula or Yaksha tribe performed the yakshagana which
deals with the love of Kamavalli Mahalakshmi with
Kaitabhari— God Mahavishnu to the accompaniment of a
drum the anklets worn by the dancer keeping time to the
varried notes sung inloud tones. This is known as
Jakulla pata in Telugu which is equivalent to the sanskeir
term ¢ Yakshaganam ”. The sole performance later
developed into a musical play wherein a number of persons
took part to assume various characters to enact the play
on the stage, The Yakshas are called Jakkulas and they
belonged to the forest tribes of Andhra. The Yakshaganas
are also known as Veethinatakam in Andhra meaning
street play. It was during the time of Naik and Maratta
rulers of Tanjore, that Yakshagana forms won high recog-
nition as a type of literary composition. The Yakshagana
which attained a literary status under the rule of Naiks
became a full fledged musical composition during the
period of Maratta rulers. They were referred as Madhura
kavitas in which srupgara rasa permeated and consisted of
both songs and Vacana or prose passages and padyams or
poetry.



In Karnataka, the Yakshagana is a colourful play
with lively songs and dance besides dialogue. Nrutta it
Yakshagana is interesting The dialogues are done by
the actors themselves When they stop their speech, the
musician sings the songs and the actors perform the pute
dance or Nrutta. The folk dance Kolattam’ is also used
Karnataka Yakshagana. The stories are.selected from
Ramayana and Mahabharata but importan e is laid on
heroism and chivalry. Normally, the actors speak the
dialogue but very rarely sing snatches of the song along
with the Bhagavatar. The Karnataka Yak.hagana is remar-
kable more for its dance than for its music or story.

In Tamil Nadu, a few Yakshaganas are written in Tamil
language consisting of songs and Viruttams besides prose
passages. So far only five Yakshaganas are found which
are in the form of palm leaf manuscripts and paper manus-
scripts in the Oriental Manuscripts Library, Tamilnad
Government Madras, They are written based on the
model of Telugu Yakshaganas.

The composers took pride in writing Yakshaganas as
they have both literary and musical values. They are very
popular with the rural folk as well as kings. Many kings
themselves have written Yakshaganas. In Karnataka and
Andhrapradesh, the Yakshaganas are staged as Musical
plays with and without Nrutta respectively. But so far
the Tamil Yakshaganas have not been staged.

The Structure of Yakshagana forms :
‘S.(akshagana’ can be described as a type of musical
and literary form where in a story is set with songs with

intermittent verses and prose passages in both conversational
and indirect style.

Tht? .Yakshaganas belong to the operatic type of
compositions. They do not have a very elaborate Purvanga



ceremonies on the stage as is found in provincial theatres.
But théy bave the preliminary part as invocation to the
various Gods beginning from Lord Vigneswara. The
appearance of Sutradhara or Kattiyekkaran is only found
in a very few Yakshaganas. In the introductory part itself,
the name and type of the play will be announced. This
invocatory part’ builds up the musical atmosphere for the
whole play. '

Yakshaganas do not have acts and scenes and they are
continuous plays. It contains songs to be sung by cifferent
charactors. The portion wherein the indirect speech is
used serves as connecting link to proceed the story further
and thus gives the continuity for the play. Normally,
this passage will be in prose but occassionally in verse
form or song form. The narrative and descriptive p -ssages
help to arrange the scene settings which are necessary for
staging the play. The characters converse through songs
in Yakshaganas. The conversational songs may be in.
one and the same raga or may be set in different ragas,
‘They end the play with a phalasruti or Benediction.

The story in the Yakshaganas are usually well known
The theme is religious and Bhakti rasa permeates the who e
play. The Yakshaganas are not mere dramas in form and
structute. The whole composition runs as a form with the
story element having songs and verses in conversationaj
and indirect style with intermittent prose passages. The
story is told in a dramatic way through songs and verses
and hence these Yakshaganas can be either enacted on the
stage or can be read as a ljterary piece or can be sung
through a single person or a group of persons,

A general study of. the music of the Yakshaganas
reveals that the ragas are so chosen as to depict the apt
mood and rasa for the diflerent situations. Va riou



possible uses of the same rage for different sentiments
have also been found in these operas. There is very
little sangatis and intricate gamakas in the music of the
Yakshaganas.

The ragas which are used are mostly rakti ragas and
are well sutted to be sung in the evening or at night. All
the major ragas such as Todi, Bhairavi, Kalyani, Sankara-
bharana and Kambodi find a place in Yakshagsnas, The
verses are sung mostly in Aanandabhairavi Kedara goula,
Nadanamakriya, Yadukulakambodi, Mohana and Saveri.
The music is mostly repetative and the range is also restric-
ted. The tempo of the songs is mosily slow.

The Sorth Indian Yakshaganas use both musical forms
and literary forms. The opera composer must be proficient
in both poetic and literary skill as well as musical ability.
The ‘tamil Yakshaganas use the musical forms Daru,
Chindu and Keertanai. The present opera Vallalarajan
Yakshaganam makes use of a few Chindus and Darus.
Among hterary forms, the tamil operas use’ QeveiwinT,
sl gion, fws s, s7iflwe and its varieties apart from
the form Dvipadai and Ardhachandrikai which are borrowed
from Telugu operas.

The form Daru belongs to the sphere of applied music.
It is a story song. The origin of Daru can be traced
from the ancient form known as ‘Dhruva’. The Dhruvas
are a class of old Indian stage songs which figured in the
dramas of very old time referred to in our old dramatic
literature such as Bharata's Natyasastra. The songs were .
called Dhruvas because they form the basis of the dramatic
theme and they stabilise the production. They are a class
of versified 'metrical compositions, The form -Dhruvag
are first mentioned in the text of Bharata. He says in his
invaluable work ¢ Natyasastra ” that



“ The Dhruva is so called, because in it words,
Varnas, Alankaras, Tempo, Jati and Panis, they
are regularly (Dhruvam) connect with one another.

(Ch. XXX11-Verse. VIIf).

The main purpose of the Dhruva songs is to induce
the appropriate rasa. The songs do not contain much
embellishment and rhytbm and mainly cootribute
to evoke the particular rasa. Dhruva songs are a class of
versified metrical compositions. Bharata mentions five
kinds of Dhruva songs namely pravesiki, Naishkramiki,
Prasadiki, Akshepiki and Antara while Sarangadeva in his
in his Sangitaratnakara (1210-1247 A.D.) describes 16 kmds
of Dhruvas.

.The musical form Daru which is used in Telugu and
Tamil operas has emerged from these Dhruya songs which
were used in the ancient sanskrit dramas. Darus are
composed on a love theme or on a historical or puranic
. theme, - Sometimes it is also composed in praise of a patron.

In Darus, there is profusion of Sahithyar The form Daru
- resembles the Kirtana. Jt has the Sections Pallavi, Anu-
pallavi and Charanas. The presence of many charanas
- and the charanas being sung to the same music is a charac-
teristic feature of Daru.

The music in Darus is of simple type and there are
neither difficult and elaborate raga sancharas nor sangatis,
The range.of the pieces rarely exceeds one and a half
octaves. There are also no chittarwaras or swarasahitya
which are found in some kritis. The Darus are sung
mostly Madyamakala. They are very effective mediums
to portray various rasas. ’

There are different types of Darus such as Patrapravesa
Daru, Varnana daru, Swagata daru, Samvada daru, Uttara-
pratuttars dara, Pralapa daru, Tillana darw, Kappayi daru,
Kummi daru, Kolatta daru and Oradi dary,



Chindu is a tamil song of folk type 1t is used, only
in Tamil operas. The Kuravanjis and Tamil Yakshaganas
use the form chindu. There are three types of chindus of
which the Nondi Chindu 15 profusely used in Tamil operas
and Terukuttu plays. The other two types of chindu are
Kavadi chindu and Vazhmadai chindu.

Besides these musical forms, the tamil operas also use
Keertanai. The Keertanai has the angas Pallavi, Anu-
pallavi and one or more charanas. The music as well as
the tala are simple. Profusion of words figure as in Daru
and Charanas are sung to the same music like the Daru.
The ange of the pieces is normally limited to one or one
and a half octones.

Apart from these musical forms, they make use of
literary forms such as Virutham, Venba, and the different
types of poetic forms.

The date of the present Yakshagana Vallalarajan

Yakshaganam,

Yakshagana forms won high recognition as a type of
musical and literary composition, during Naiks rule of
Tanjore. During 16th century, the Yakshaganas made use
of the forms Ardhachandrika and Ela, Different types of
talas such as Tiriputa, Jampa, Ata and Eka tala were used.
During the period of Vijayaraghava Naik 1633-1674, the
forms Ardhachandrika fell into oblivion and Darus were
introduced profusely. The earliest yakshagana ‘Sugriva
Vijayam’ of Rudrakavi (1570 A.D.) makes more use of the
form Ardhachandrika. As we find in the present Yaksha-
gana ‘@e@rer prger weysTeartd’ the presence of
Ardhachandrika forms more than Darus we can infer that
it was written during i6th century. The author of the
‘work is not known,

We find no reference of the ““ardamer pmger
FwHsD’’ in the first work ‘‘eymE@wsmr Lyrmemrid’’



“by ewge ereveit prevewrt ©’ The work “‘ goemsas
@i 55%m’° by Veeranapulavar which was printed in 1856
does not contain the story of Vallalarajan. It is said that
the story of Vallalarajan is only a later interpalation.
The work by “‘wppema wapTaldish A entitled
cymEmF® LTTamepd epeeptd’’ (1912) includes the
story of Vallala as *‘aderer prger smésnd’’ in- his
work. (B V. Namasivaya Mudaliar, Niranjan Press,
Madras), Based on the story in the dramatic and musica]
works, Mahalingam Pillai might have introduced the story
later in the work “‘gy@ewsew yrmeaweph epeepd’’
The story of Vallalarajan given in the book of Mazhavai
Mahalingam Pillai is identical with the story of the Tamil
Yakshagana.

Historical reference for the King Vallalarajan referred to

in the Tamil Yakshagana : ’

The King Vallala referred in the present work must
have been the king Ballala 1II, the Hoy-ala king* (1291-
1342 A.D.) He changed the capital from Dwarasamudra
to Tiruvannamalai.? In 1328, the Muhammadans destruc-
ted the city Dwarasamudra and hence Ballala I1I transferred
his capital to Tiruvannamalai, here be is said to have
resided constantly during the last 15 years of his reign
1328-1343.®* The place Tiruvannamalai was called Unna-
melapattana, This was going on along the northern
frontier of his kingdom, Ballala 1II was obliged to hasten
to Tiruvannamalai, his southern capital.

Though some historians say that the last king is
Ballala 1V who ascended the throne in 343 after the death
of - Ballala HI in 1342 at Tiruchi, he was at the throne only
for three months and took asylum in Konkan and finally
defeated in 1344. He was killed soon after his accession.
Ballala, IV was not at all a powerful king as described
in the Yakshagand work and as he was a- very weak “ruler
hi§ name is not found in any inscription. ' Hence the author



R.C. Majumdar in his book ¢ The Struggle for Empire ”
has given as the Ballala III is the last Hoysala king. He
was a very powerful king and he erected the victory pillar
upto Rameswaram in the South. It can be very well said
that the hero of the present Yakshagana, the king Vallala.
rajan is none other than the powerful Hoysala king
Ballala IiI. (1291-1342) from further evidences. Mr. J.
Duncan M. Dewelt says in his book, “The Hoy-alas—A
Medieval Indian Royal Famly* that ‘ The Arunachala-
puranam, a much later composition, retsils a story of
Ballala’s having been sonless and having gone to certain
improbable lengths to acquire a son during his stay at
Tiruvannamalai, The 7th canto of that work, called
Vallala Maharajan carukham, the chapter on the great king
Ballala, gives the impression that the king was well esta-
blished there and was renowned for his virtues.” (170 p.)

-Ballala III was in his eightees and he had been on
the thrine for 50 years. Ballala 131 is believed to have
constructed the third enclosure wall of the temple and its
four gopurams, and established a grant for an yearly festival
to be condueted there in the month of Thai (Jan. - Feb.)
in the name of Vallalaraja in the year 1341, These infor-
mations are adequate to identify the hero of this Yaksha~
gana to the King Bailala 11I: But the incident described
in this story is based on the story in the Arunachala-
puranam by Mahalingam Pillai ~ The story is not supported
by historians because Ballala II1 had a son and Ballala 1v,
his son was crowned at Tiruvannamalai when he was litile
short of 53 years. Hence the story may be the poet’s
imagination.

Madras-5
25th Deo. 1977 | Dr. ¢. a. k. Durga
l.  Majumdar R. C., The struggle for Empire. Vol V. 232 p.

2. Venkataramanayya, Kampili and Vijayanagar, Madras, 1929, 20 p,
3, Ibid, i
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