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‘A bacic literary enterprise, which the ordinary
reader takes for granted is textual criticism:  its aim
is to establish as closely as possible what an  author
actually wrote, by essaving and correcting the
sotirces of error and confusion in the various
printings of a work”,

M. H. Abrams, A Glossary of litterary Terms,
pp. 37-38

‘Textual C., (Criticism) for example, certainly does
not profess to say how good a poem is not 1o give
any interpretative account of it, instead, it provides
the indispensable exhibit A an accurate text. It aims
at reproducing exactly what the author wrote with
all doubtful readings and corruptions cleared away

as far us possible and ail the evidence duly
vecord’,

Alex Freminger ed,, Princeton Encyclopedia of
Poetty and Poetics, P. 116

‘Criticism, textual: Aims to reconstitute from the
evidence of mss the original text of 2 work, and to
present the evidence to the critical reader in such a
way that he may determine at any particular point
the kind of testimony upon which the text is bassed

and the soundness of the editors judgment of that
testimony”.

Joseph 7. Ehipley (Ed), Dictionary of world Literary
Terms, P. 70
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Bharathi, an enigma?

REVIEW FOR BHARATHI-P-PUTHIR
By Indian Express-5-2-1983

BHRATHI-P-PUTHI?: By Thirumozhi Saro and
Prof. Karuvai Palanisami.

Pub. by Thirumozhi Pathippagam,

119, Jawahar Bazaar, Karur.

Price Rs. 10. Pp 140 plus 14.

Here is an assessment of Bharathi which shows
him in poor light as an enigmatic, paradoxical, incon-
sistent and seif contradictory poet of perhaps no
convictions and of no consequence This is the first
impression created by the first part of the book which
deals at length with the paradoxes of Bharathi but
the author naively leaves the onus of drawing concl.
usions to the readers or researchers. The general
conclusion that one draws from the author‘s obser-
vations is that Bharathi is a confused poet who had
nothing clear to say on several matters.

Take far example, Bharathi‘s idea of Godhead, or
God. He has sung invocations and prayers to several
gods and goddesses, but at the same time he has
said that God is one. is Bharathi therefore a polyth-
eist or monotheist ? Bharathi swears by socialism and
equality. but he does not believe in the abolition of
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private property. Is he therefore a socialist or a capi-
alist? 1s he a Vedantist or a humanist, since he grows
eloquent over both the ideals? He sings about the
glories of Tamil. and at the same time wants Sans-
krit to be the all-India language. Does he not blow
hot and cold at the same time? Bharathi plumbs for
liberation of women. but in the same breath denies
them the right to divorce. He is for love but not for
free love. He wants the dag, which he denigrates
elsewhere to be his companian, but asserts in ano-
ther place that Lord Krishna (Kannan) is his friend.
in one placa he says that Kannan is his guru and in .
another Kullasami or Govindasami. is Kamban or
Mlango or Valluvar or Avvaiyar his favourite author?
He praises all of them to the skies. The author leaves
these posers to be answered by us.

The second part of the book is innocuous, simp-
Iy commending Bharath’s literary excellences such
as his deep indebtedness to Tirukkural, which he
quotes profusely, his use of proverbs, comparative
study, literary technique, approach etc., A quiz
programme on Bharathi is added at the end. The two
parts of the book ill-match each other.

-R. KRISHNAMOORTHY.
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