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EDITOR'S NOTE

The Epic Eternal Part II (Iramar Katai) preserved as a Palm-leaf
Manuscript at the Institute of Asian Studies, Registered No.40, is now
being published. '

This folk-ballad which consists of more than 10,000 lines was
composed by Tiruvdpantam in the early 19th century. Recognizing the
significance of this ballad, many copyists copied it, one of whom was
K. Arumukapperumal Natar who copied it in 1962. Since this folk-bailad is
too long to be published as a single piece, it has been divided into two
parts, the first part consisting of 119 verses, and the second, of 134 verses.

It is strikingly noteworthy that these two parts have a singularly
identical design. There is a similarity in correspondence even in the
pagination of the two parts. Even as the first part begins with the glory of
Aydtti city, after invocatory songs, the second part begins with the glory of
Lanka city. The first part comprises the first four cantos of Kamparama
yanam, viz., Pala, Ayottiya, Araniya, Kiskima and second part, Cuntara, and
Yuttam. Bibliography for both the parts. variations of text which have been
done, after a careful collation with anothes palm-leaf Manuscript, registered

No.166 of this Institute, word Index, dimcctal words have all been supplied
at the end of this Part II. ’

The same format and miethod of printing has been followed for
Parts T and II. The Tamil veysion which falls on the left side of the book
contains subtitles and meanings of difficult words. Scansion of the Tamil
version is also undertaken.. The corresponding English version with
sub-titles and meaning is given on the right side.

I am grateful to Dr.G.John Samuel, Dr.Shu Hikosaka, the Directors
~of Institute of Asian Studies, for assigning me the task of bringing out,
this Part II also. I have acknowledged the help I received for Part I.

1 thank them again and a special word of thanks to Pavai Printers for their
meticulous care in the execution of the work

Dr. K. Jayakumar
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IRAMAR KATAI
(Part 1I)

THE GREATNESS OF LANKA CITY

120. The envoy of the cloud-complexioned Lord

121.

Looked carefully all around him

And seeing how the celestials

Of heaven and the people of the world
Were doing service to base Ravana
With prayerful humbleness and bated breath;
And seeing how the lofty mansions
Pierced the very roof of heaven,
Anuman grew sad and thought thus:
"Oh! Is it to destroy all this

Glory and opulence,

That the base wretch Ravana

Has incarcerated Sita

In his Acdkavanam?"

In the well-constructed Lanka city,

Band after band of kings of all lands,
Would offer homage to the Demon Emperor
Sheathing their swords in the scabbards.
Splendorous was the opulent city of Lanka’
With its lofty mansions rising tall,
Wrought with rubies, and gems round

As capsules, innumerable and bright;
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The Spic Ttermal

Myriads of pavilions long, and halls of goid
And sapphire blue, there were besides;

And lovely terraces inlaid with gems;

Four crores of chariots the city had!

Myriads too, the long streams wherefrom
Loving women culled fragraat blcoms!
Countless the streets where the courtesans
Lay in wait to tempt the youth

With their amorous dailiance!

Myriads again the streets where dwelt,
Traders and merchanis with piles of wealth!
The bazaars were decked with panials,

With lovely, canopies, and platforms,

Where matrons played Ammanpai,

Tossing swiftly, the balls in the air!
Numberless were the crowned heads

Who bowed in submission in Ravana's Court!.
Crores upon crores, tie armed forces

Of four kinds, the Emperor possessed;
Countless the streets, thick with people;
Towers in hundreds of thousands;

Corridors and beautiful platforms -numberless;
Oh, is it easy to describe the noble handiwork
Of Visvakarma, the great architect

Or to give praise adequate to the palace

Of ten-headed Ravana, crazed with lust?
Gemmed mansions with bedecked pavilions,
Where the dwelling of his sons,

Beautiful like Manmath himself,

Intirajit, Atikayan, Lakkanan, and Aksyakumaran
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The Epic Eternal

113.
114.
115.

116.
119.
121,

123.

Then there was the palace hugeous,

Lofty as Meru Mount where Kumpakarpan lived!
Well-wrought was the. palace of one

Ever true to his own conscience, Vipisana,

And last but by no means the least,

The golden palace ‘bedecked with gems

Where like a lofty hill Ravana sat in staté!
Countless were the streets of crowned kings
And too, the streets of Brahmins and purohits;
Besides the streets where the farmers dwelt
Who tilled the fields with their ploughs.

In Lanka stretching seven hundred Katams

North to South and East to West,

Innumerable were the streets

Where people of Kannafa'!3 and other castes lived,
Totalling eighteen kinds; besides

Encampments for Patakas!!* Kutakas!!> and Chinese-
All marching with hands swinging in alternation,
Maravas'!é, Kuravas'!’, Has''3,

Bengalis, Sinhales¢, Konkars!!®,

Kalinkas!2?, Makutas'?!, Mabhrattas!?2,

Kukutas'?? and other nations.

Kannajla - Name of a caste

Patakas
Kutakas
Maravas - Warrior caste, 117. Kuravaj - Hunter caste, '18 llas - A tribe
Konkars - Name of a tribe 120. Kalinkas - People belonging to Kalinga.
Makutas - Name of a tribe 122. Mahraitas - People of Marata country

} Names of tribes from other lands

Kukutas - Name of a tribe

379



Rl s

vsdgr wiby Gggsanmy gilCany
it Ppous umtd
OBNRYY FBTQLUPE WIS USRI GNOTEY /5
wngowwsd Csq amGan

Siguwssy Sozoons CoPs0
vgdpi awssunt Bg3S5C Lrsgsgyo.
e faw Qanlc @suigyod
ugfuss 848548 538584 addass
ugfatews Csy @nCen
ugSafenwss CsGSdy sdgely egrommans
vame CQanaim gd @suSC
viguban’y vdgrdsi e Qg Asiugdaen
o Aggueit Gsg auwGCen
NsSwe wosdaamé spfarty pOSQsmEnG
St CunCasman woss:£
Sy uSagewrg Cap enSa
adbasuss grow gofdfnd Spntlonigy
865 wiSo Poaiy
aibladnsg Bpdlp siisoa? Codr sy
pSoyaws Coq canCar
PSpCunsns Saganws 3G awdatians
s massssn ClarmGal
GoQuag Foans apoends saobgpn
Qurirspmng Csq anCan. 20

121.15. wsgyand - Qu@eis. wSTL_Lib  1or_ih. oGyl b - wreTaTal o LifES
wrdiews. wrggs - Fag. 121.16. UGSy e - 190551 _cw. RpssParb - vdCaigy
yitdgyn. Qan’ L ans - uEs®. ugPafl - Fong. 121.17. uwens Qsnau_19& @sufiGe-
oMo sygdsiad wiwamsuTd Sy SR Gurips. Qs Qgiiug e -
8@ Oumsa Rauss Qsdssns Gune. gy oy - Apss s LgemBiseer syewflfsaid;
8ens. 121.20. 1088 Gronacs Bang - Qaicaupsar Guned eaflei@ib LUpsmears Gsnar,

Qefevure fos. sigs
Qeirmsaans Quegif

- UG, JpLnr - Rflg CEromir. rewhyaH -
&58. Qumiigye - Sens. g



The Epilc Eternal

Through all these streets endless

And various, admiring the halls

And heaven-kissing mansions.

Tirelessly Apumap searched for the queen among women!

ANUMAN'S QUEST FOR SITA
In all the houses of the demonesses,
In the pavilions and pantals, sedulously
Did Anuman search for the princess.
Part by part, round and round he soughi;
Leaping about and about, he searched;
EBor Sita, the chastest of women noble!
‘When he was beaten with a plank,
He grinned and grinned and moved away,
Swift like a flying splinter, from the spot;
Growling at the demon-women he cried,
"Don't you know me, demoness vile!
I am the envoy of Lord Hariramal”
As he went about in search of the princess
(Sita adorned with choicest jewels!)
Wondering in his heart where Ravana
Might have hidden his mother,
Anuman sought for her everywhere
(Sita adomed with lovely omaments!)
Wondering in which nook, the hostiie demon
Had placed her, radiaat as pearl:
Day and night and at all hours,
Did Anuman search for her,
(Sita, with lovely tresses dews and dark!)
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The Epic Eternal 383

THE PLACES WHERE ANUMAN SEARCHED FOR SITA

122. Anuman did search all over Lanka—
And Anuman he did search for Sita!
In all the castles and palaces, area by area,
Among rest houses beautifully coloured,
Anuman he did search for Sita!
Getting inside charity-houses and groves in the Ka|i temple
In river and pond, in lotus pools—
Anuman he did search!
Going round fields of sugarcane long
Areca-palms, plantain trees and paddy fields;
With in groves standing for ages long
And along roads from the North to South—
Anuman he did search for Sita!
In flowery groves, showering blooms
Many-hued, near the portals of the fort,
In all the buildings and tracks in the streets;
In dwellings, in the city of Lanka
Seven hundred Katams wide—
Anuman he did search for Sita!
In the streets of kings and captains and counsellors,
Of Vedic Brahmins, of traders in the streets,
Of Bengalis, Sinhalese, Maratis and Kalinkas:
Among all the eighteen castes high and low,
Near platforms where the demons cruel and tall, haunted—
Anuman he did search for Sita!
Transforming himself
Like a lizard upon the beam,
Or a chafer or a beetle,
Anuman went into the deepest recesses
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Everywhere and sometimes like smoke

Or like the blowing breeze,

Or again like a mote miniscule-

Anuman he did search for Sita!

In the mansion of Intirajit, weil-versed in magic

With arms mighty in wrestling; in the residence

Of Kumpakarnan; of Vipisana, besides the dwellings

Of all the demonesses cruel; peeping into them all

And crazed with fatigue, with all this whirling about-

Anuman he did search for Sita!

Entering the palace of ten-headed Ravana

And Mantotan slender-waisted and looking on

At her sleeping form, realising, that such a woman

With rheumy eyes, saliva-dripping mouth,

And jutting breasts could not be Sita~

Anuman he did search for Sita!

Realising that he had no orders to kill her,

Though if he were to cut off her head

As an enerny, Ramads arrow would be baffled,

Spitting in contempt he left the place—

And Anuman he did search for Sita!

In the many-coloured choultries and rest-houses

Ampng the crowd of thronging women,

In bed-rooms and ante-rooms,

As well as in the bathing ghats and fords,

Where countless numbers of women, chaste and loyal,

And courtesans too bathed (using turmeric paste on their
bodies)-

Anuman he did search for Sita!

In the stables for horses and elephants,

At the myriads of houses in the city,
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2a

Freely roaming about without fear.

In house after individual house,

Wheeling about round and round,

And leaping and jumping everywhere,—
Apuman he did search for Sita!

In the playground where the men did sport,
Beating balls up in the air;

In bazaars and sheds he examined close,
Where the evil demonesses were weaving cloth,
Standing in the guise of a maid-companion,—
Apuman did search for Sita!

Fxen in the burial-grounds and crematories,
Where the dead were disposed of,

Handsome Anuman stood bewildered,

Beating his hands and thighs,

Still unable to discover where,

The great Lord's chaste wife was hidden,~
And Anuman did search for Sita,

In the mansion of Intirajit,

(Who had performed tapas from the clouds on high),
In all places where he sported,

Among the numberless chariots bedecked,

That pierced the vault of heaven;

In the fish-ponds and in his lovely pleasances—
Anuman he did search for Sita!

Even like a crow or a kite, or a sparrow black,
Buffeted about, but still patient,

He searched in all the directions eight,

Till he grew fatigued and weary;

But still moving around in obedience

To the command of Patmanapa Lord Rama,-
And Anuman did search for Sita!
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ANUMAN ENQUIRING ABOUT ‘SITA FROM A WOMAN
123.

i24.

Thus searching for Sita everywnere-

And sad at his failure so far

To find out where she had been hidden

By Ravana, Anuman wondered within himself
"The sinning demon, Oh, where has he
Steeped her low down in the nether world? -

Or has he placed her somewhere in the world above?

Oh, what can I say?"

And nearing a ford where women came
To fetch water from the pool,

He espied a certain woman

(Her ttesses adorned with wreaths)

And spoke to her thus.

"0 woman indescribably rare, my own sister!

. Can you tell me if Ravana has stolen any woman

On this earth and kept her in confinement close?”

THE WOMAN'S REPLY
The flower-soft damsel did reply: "We are aware
Of the fact that Ravana has taken prisoner
A golden lady, and kept her in a flowery grove."
"Where is this grove flowery? Tell me true.”

And the chaste woman replied; "In the dark-dense wood,

Called Atokavanam, she is kept confined.”

ANUMAN ENTERING ACOKAVANAM AND SEEING SITA

Upon this, like a fierce tempest
Apuman entered Acokavapam and saw there

389
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Tiricatai lovely like a golden Liana!

And demonesses with fiery looks surrounding Sita
Ever intent to guard ber,

Rejoicing in his heart, that it must be

The spouse of Rakurdma concorporate with him,
Anuman chanted, the name of his Lord.

'Mukunta! Srirama! Victory! Victory!

And hid himself among the branches

Of the tree under which Sita was seated.

TIRICATAI NARRATING HER DREAM TO SITA

While the envoy was up in the trec

The bejewelled Tricatai narrated to the Godrless
A dream she had the night before!

"O Damsel (adorned with fragrant flowers)!

I dreamt that the messenger

Of your mighty Lord Ramacame to you

And gave you the ring worn by your Lor -

"] saw too in Lanka's city, dogs and jackals
And fierce minor deities like Kattéri

Roaming in groups; and crows and carrion-kites
Hovering above; and my uncle (Ravana) dying,
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My aunt Mantotari losing her Tali,
While the Goddess ot wealth Lakshmi entered our house.
This 1 dreamt mother, a secret I cannot tell others.”

MANTOTARI TELLING RAVANA ABOUT HER DREAM

As Tiricatai informed her of her dream,

Mantotari (her tresses adorned with wreaths of flowers),
Spoke to her husband about her own-bad dream.

In these words, chastising him roundly thus:

"What sense do you have, if any?

You have determined to wipe off my children:

You placed the spouse of the blue-complexioned Lord,
In durance vile! Surely your time is up.

Oh! with ten-crowned heads you did rule over the triple worlds!
From Lord Siva you obtained many a boon!

And now you are about to lose everything,

Oh! you have ruined our entire race,

Because you have imprisoned Sita.

Didn't you hear the sane advice, which swiftly
Vipisana gave you, out of the gooduess of his heart?"”

RAVANA COMES TO SEE TIRICATAI

Regardless of the passionate plea of his wife,
And mindless of her advice, Ravana
Majestically walked upto his brother's daughter, Tiricatai:
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"0, Tiricatai with your ensate eyes sword-sharp!
Daughter of Vipisana, dear to me as my eye!
Why does it take so long to persuade Sita,
And bring her willingly to my palace!"

TIRICATAI'S REPLY TO RAVANA

And she replied, (as if approving his evil-passion!):
"No delay, my Lord, no delay at all!

Everything will tum out as you desire soon!
Where will it go, the water in the well?

No flood can camry it away!

‘Why this hurry? It will take time

For her heart to change;

By and by she will be yours, as you wish;

And her love will ever be with you!"

As she spoke these words pleasing to his ear,

He cried to her "Oh! is she in your power so much?"
And rejoicing he went back to his mansion.

ANUMAN DROPPING THE SIGNET RING IN FRONT OF SITA

Maruti who had been hiding beside the ornamental hanging
Near the rampart, now chanting "Victory! Victory!

To Tacarata Rakurama! Victory to Rama!"

So ‘that it could be heard by Sita,

Dropped the sacred ring before the daughter of the Earth!
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But wondering whether this was also the work of demons,
Sita continued to look down upon the ground,
Silent as a painting, without any response.

ANUMAN INTRODUCING HIMSELF TO SITA AS
RAMA'S ENVOY

"0Q, doe-like Princess Sita!
(With tresses adorned with fragrant blooms)
I am the messenger sent by Lord Rama!
O, Japaka's daughter, Refuge! I bow before you!"
Thus he made his obeisances pious, to her.
And placing flowery offerings before her,
He began to report ail that was instructed
By the Lord, to convince her of his identity
"In the city of Mitilai existing for aeons.
My Lord broke the mighty bow
And wedded you, O opulent princess!
This is a proof that I am his messenger.
The valiant Paracurama's bow, he did seize!
This again, a proof! To please Kaikeci,
The three of you came to the forest exile:
Yet another proof! The hunter Kukan
Ferried you across the Ganges;
And the holy sages gave you weapons divine:
Yet another proof that I am Rama's envoy!
The nose of Carppanakai, the c'emones§,
Was sficed by Lakshmana,
(CUrppanakai who had lost her son earlier):
This is again a proof.
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125.

126.

The powerful fiend bade his uncle tempt.you,
Treacherously in the form of a golden deer;

And you did ask for the same to play with,

And Rama left you alone (You with honeyed speech):
This is again a proof that 1 am Rama's envoy.

SITA REJOICES

As he introduced himself as Anuman,

With proofs positive of his i.dentliy

As the messenger of 'Harire"lma, Princess Sita

Took up the signet ring of her Lord

And placed it on her head,

Touched her eyes with .iat- and held it close to her bosom;
Relieved of fatigue, pain and affliction

She uttered cries of joy, love we]ling‘

Within her at the thought of Rakava!

SITA TELLING ANUMAN ABOUT HER RESOLVE

"Is it fate that I should be in this wood, a prisoner?
Oh, weak-minded that I was, =

That I longed for the deer and asked for my Lord
To catch it for me! Tell my Lord that

If he comes quickly to save me, | shall survive!
If he were to delay, I will take my life,

Is it agreeable to him to lose his spouse,

Or to restore me to my mothers-in-law?

Oh, I do not know when he will -come

To take me back! Q Apuman!

Tell all this that I have said to my Lord Tirumaf”
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The Epic Eternal

ANUMAN'S REPLY

And Apuman replied "Oh mother mine,
Lovely like a gazelle! Do not be afraid:
Stay fearlessly, and with patience!

My master has given his ring to you:
And straight he will come, be sure,

To relieve your distress,

Oh my Lord will incinerate the demons,
And make them ashes”

SITA ENQUIRING HOW ANUMAN CAME TO LANKA

"By the grace of our precepter Vacittar

My Lord must save me from this prison.

Now tell me, how as ordered by the Lord,

You came to this country?" asked Sita, of Apuman.

ANUMAN NARRATING HIS EXPERIENCES

"Wearing on my head the signet ring of my Lord

And his command, (the Lord who measured the Universe),
And praying to you, O chaste Goddess,

I leaped across the sea into Lanka;

Slaying Lankani (armed with a sharp sword)

I wore her entrails like a garland!

Into the sea I cast, the thronging goblhin bands!

I searched throughout the city:

1 searched myriads of streets where demons dwelt!
Searching for you thus, I entered the palace

Of the evil-sinner Ravana and spat upon

Him and his wife Méntétan, asleep:

I thought of cutting ott his ten-heads

But decided against it, as it would not

Redound to the credit of Rama's arrow!

By the grace of Siva, from a good woman's words

I came to know about your being kept here,

And I am now blessed on secing my mother, Sita Lakshmi!”
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The Eplc Eternal

SITA BLESSING ANUMAN

""Eternal you will live, deathless ever.

O Maruti. you who have succeeded
In tracing me thus, (where others have failed)
For ever, for ever, for ever may you live!"

ANUBAAN'S REQUEST AND SITA'S REFUSAL

Now Apuman to Sita, this request made;

"Q queen among women! See, my princess,
I will cut off the heads

Of Mantotari's husband, Ravana!

Come, ! shall carry vou on my head

Back to cur Lord!” And she said;

"My son, who wanis me to come with you!
You cannot do as you have said!"

And Apuman’ teok a visvaripa'?*

form,

That hit the very wvauit of the sky!

Golden, like Maeru Mount stood Anuman
Fleased that this huge statire

Would suit his purpose; bui his lovely moiher's
Command prohibiting the same,

Back he reduced his form again

And stood before her, a monkey small,
Seeking her permission to sate his hunger!

SITA BIDDING FAREWELL 10O ANUMAN
"Listen well, to what I say, O, Anumantaraya!
Who has come to me as Harirama's envoy:
Go you to the grove laden with ripe fruit
Fat your fill and sate your appetite!”

~ . ~ooprising the entire universe.

134, wgeagry - The buge fomm of Sl Wsh
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The Eplc Eternal

127.

128.

With this permission from Sita, he réached
Acokavanam full of jack trees, plantain,
And mango trees; even like a tempest

In mid-summer season, he went

Through the fruit-grove, plucking the fruits.

ANUMAN DESTROYING ACOKAVANAM

Plucking the ripe fruits of various trees
Coconut, sweet-potato tubers,

Mangoes, honey-dripping jack,

And ripe plantain and mixing them
Together, he ate them to his heart's content;
His great hunger satisfied,

He saw before him the goodly trees
Tender areca-palms, Konku, and Puppai,
Coconut and Mahua trees;

And on an impulse, destroyed them;
Uprooting and breaking all of them
Excepting the one under which Sita was,
(Sita of collyrium-fed eyes)

Leaping, singing and dancing
Apuman wrought havoc in the grove,
The best of them all in the region,

Laying about him till it became a waste land

Angrily he would pluck them by the roots,
Clumps of stunted trees small,

As well as tall, lofty ones;

Breaking some with his hands

And some with his other limbs,
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The Epic Eternal

Stout trees like teak, Konku, Narku!?3,
Tailam'?6, Maiyilai'¥, Tatakatti'®®,

And Tétakarti'®, he smashed to pieces;
He cut down and shortened

Lofty trees that touched the clouds in the sky!
It was by the grace of Tirumal,

That Anuman could do all this:

Maruti, steeped in the sea of grace,
Battered the wood beside the Eastern Gate;
Sometimes he became small in size,'

And again, would grow big,

As he wiped out some groves

Near the Southern Gate of the fort!

Again he would leap to the West,

And destroy the copses there!

Ending up in the Northern side,

To lay waste the woods there too!
Reducing his structure, he climbed the trees,
And beating his thighs, would utter ~
Cries. of victory, signifying the end

To the sufferings of the celestials!

All this Anuman did by Kovinta's grace
Plucking a marvellous tree by its roots

He would smash it against another;

125. Naiky - Kind of tree; 126. Tailam - A tree; 127. Maiyilai - A tree

128. Tataka

} - Kinds of trees
129. Totakatti
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The Epic Eternal

the tall Vélam'®® tree he would uproot

And break into pieces;

Palai®! and Vélai'3? trees he plucked up,

To play Ammapat with them like balls in air!
Areca-palms he destroyed so that

The birds flew and the animals fled in fear!
Tamarind and Neem trees he twisted

And broke and piled them up!

Banyan, Pipal!33 and Portia trees he shattered too!
When the watchmen of the groves

Angrily gathered together to oppose him,
Anuman jumped upon them forthwith,

And squeezed them to death with his tail.

ANUMAN DESTROYING THE DEMONS WHO CAME
AGAINST HIM
Hearing the report about Apuman's destruction
Of the grove, the demons gathered together,
Saying: "See, how this tiny monkey is gqing to die!"
Excitedly about a hundred of them
Armed with lances, shields and weapons like
Kuntam'3* and Camutapu!>®
They encircled Anuman but he swept them before him
Even like boughs of trees being pushed under
A slushy field, or like fish being caught
In a turbid pond! kicking the demons
And twisting of their heads,
He threw them into the salty sea!

130 Vélam - Thorn tree 131. Palai - Ironwood 132. Vélai - Kind of tree
133. Pipal - Bo tree

134, Huptam ‘ Kinds of missile (used in ancient warfare)
135. Camutatu /
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The Epic Eternal 411

A SOLDIER- INFORMING : RAVANA ABOUT.
~ ANUMAN'S ACTIVITIES .
When Anuman hid himself among
The branches of the tree-
One of the demons escaping. somehow.
From his hands went to the court of Ravana
In the terraced Jarpdr hall,
And with trembling arms and legs,
Reported to him fearfully "Sire!
The vast grove of Acokavanam, a monkey has destroyed.”

RAVANA'S ORDER
"Is there none here strong enough to squeeze -the
‘ monkey's eyes,
And drive it from the wood?
Go ten of you strong, swiftly thither,
And chase it or else bring it here.
How could it ruin my grove?
Kill it soon.”

RAVANA'S SOLDIERS DYING AT ANUMAN'S HANDS

Seeing the band of armed demons sent by Ravana,
Anuman grinned at them, baring his teeth!
Stretching their hands they cried;
“Is this the monkey that destroyed our woopd?" -
And with his nails sharp as the blades
Tied to the legs of the fighting cocks,
. Apuman cut them down;
And the noisy band died at a kick
From his ankleted feet.
To the demon-chief reports went, of the danger
 From the monkey; and he sent now
A hundred soldiers; ‘and the mighty monkey
Seizing them, slaughtered them all,
Their red blood pouring from their bodies
Smashed by Apuman!
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A bigger troop being sent to seize Apuman,
As he gleefully sang victorious,

The demons gathered in larger numbers,
Vexed that a small monkey should

Trouble them so much; angrily

They searched here and there,

Looking for a monkey small or great:

Ten thousand of them joined together

In the search, while Anuman changed his form
Into a sparrow's; but soon

Resuming his shape, he tied them up

With his chain and squeezed them to death;
While from the four directions,

A hundred thousand came running up.

RAVANA'S WRATH

When Ravana with crowned heads ten.

Came to know about the massacre of his troops,
Angrily he spoke to his ministers:

"It's surprising indeed that in space of a day,

Ten thousand of my army have died,

At the hand of a single monkey!

Destroying the grove and also

A large number of my people,

This angry monkey is perhaps

Not a monkey at all! May be it is the messenger of death,
Or Yama himself! they say it wears,

Ear-rings bright and armour,

It is said that the monkey gave

To the imprisoned princess a signet ring,

As the envey from some men

Who intend to confront us.”

Thus Ravana exclaimed, marvelling

At the monkey's might,

With a finger upon the nose indicating wonderment!
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129.

130.

LAKKANAN COMING TO SEIZE ANUMAN
"et Lakkana Kumaran accompadied
By ministers, regiments of chariots,
Elephants, horses and infantry
Be cent to kili the envoy
Whose power seems 10 be increasing!”
Said Ravana, and his son Lakkanan,
Furiously marched, while the musical instruments
Resounded in all four directions!
When Apuman saw innumerable troops
Encircling him all round,
He laughed in derision at his foe!

When ihe enemies Lakkanan and Apuman
Gnashing their teeth fought each other,
Anuman after slaying the ministers

Tore to pieces, Lakkanan, the son of Ravana.

AKSAYAN CHALLENGING ANUMAN AND

MEETING HIS END

"Oh my son has gone" exclaimed Ravana,

On hearing about the death of Lakkanar_a;'

Now Aksayakumaran another son,

Swore: "I shall avenge the killing

Of my powerful brother Lakkanpan”

And with his army opposed Apuman

In battle; and the Lord’s envoy,

Annihilated them all and Aksayan as well!

RAVANA TAKES COUNSEL WITH HIS ADVISERS
"A mere messenger has killed my son;

He hag slam my able mintsters

And toc, my reglments. How 18 it

Thet an envoy who came od behalf

Of (e pmprisoned pRIMCESs could

~ f eey menniat!
Tecrimy £ manY ©F Ty DEORY
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When Ravana said thus,

His ministers of marvelious wisdom;

Suggested that the mighty commanders five

Of the court, be sent against the envoy:

And they too met a similar end!

Seeing the ease with which they were disposed of
By Apumap, the ministers now spoke thus:

"Lord! we have the handsome Intirajit,

With his deadly Nakapacam;

If Intirajit were to be sent against the ememy
With this weapon in hand, sure he would

Wipe off the disgrace of Lakkanan's death

At the monkey's hand;

Please send for Intirajit now;" they counselled Ravana!

RAVANA TALKS TO INTIRAJIT

Accordingly Ravana ordered a messenger

To go to Intirajit in his cloud-castle,

And Meékanatan, adept in war-fare,

Came forthwith and fell prostrate

At his father's feet in obeisance.

To whom Ravana said thus;

"O son, Intirajit, your two younger brothers dear,
Have fallen; our ministers have fallen;

And the monkey has destroyed our sweet grove
There is none here manly enough

To kill this murderous monkey:

Go you at once and bring here

The monkey in the wood that is so destructive!"
And he, contemptuous, thus replied;

"It is not Lord Siva or his mount Nanti;
Neither is it the Lord Kovinta or Intira!

Nor is it Brahmateva or Curiya or Cantira
Surely it is not the messenger of Death!

Nor the thousand-eyed king of the celestials;



4118 @omwi g

GOV CSTENEISE OGN SMRHSEICHTY.

Sigbaiwg SPonas: BSOS SECHMTG
RS0 SEICHMNG UMCULEH SIFEE0

sigyomars Sqsstlaudn welamg GsfCuys

QOEIMS DSSET SaHg

SRIESHE UIIGClGHNTD UWSVRIDSOCIUT @oeSTTE

a5 gé PREECEH@m SnsfQuiy Qerdgiamp
srefCun QureIRemsasd SESICGS Stlvdgy

s@ntlaneimng Com@tlaigyd smwdmss umgetloduntt
HafQung Cuationg) SiGsGEmn WeSwss

JVEHESVUBS EIERT GG SmblateEiun /0

SAVGET USFIVTNGS STomf ssarblamn®

&&B50m0 SEIGYESE SSgU (S OTTWCTU
Leypeiien Ceamatamwwyd Gg6lor@ wpSMemwuyd

Coiggifydsy QpPUian Fuisdlc &rmG
Sutsdl. Gomng aafgi aafgeu

Qsrafouriimet uCLamsmssd $408088 wrbsblgdiumt
SUSECL SRS SISO SOEISHIN

sl PSeU v ansmss s Peg0 Cun@elociuari
L Peg0 Cunplocgizr sliPws SFopaniss

Conamawissd SIe/UbSCST S@UYGBT SIS 15
vl omd sr&SwE® Wougd YaoSEHsO

UgSTaT WiSErEES) v mwblEEsS HéClsnaR

132.6. Questb - war@nd. 132.8. sarpgm® eunglseveumd - WGHWIE uGED
L seerolweeunid. GlFTevgyatr(pd - elwliienL_pgi Smpjeunsd. 132.9. seir Qsaearis
Geenen - sauemiTed LTSS CQsnaewrs QUEBLDLIL . SHLOL - GFwad. 132.10. o &fGwmm
Qunanong - sLesewyeLw Gurer Guramp Bngpew Gluss; fag. SGesHon -
s@ewrer enp. 132.11. semwend) - sawenher supwed. Qevsssmer - (@) gmeauewre
BB (BT, FERFOAW - GeID aNeTENGLDLIG WM. DSy IGLOATET - @)FTeyeuTer
bSO eppeuett. 132.12. Bevpparer - Qlugsen ouyeiren. Bavigthl L. - GrrgLoh @C L
132.13. erefigevew - GURISTS wis Newer steflwensr syeveven erarp OumEpafiey.
132.14. sewafll L - CumiQQeds. sl fgg - @e‘omm&; sedlar spos APSH

132.15. st tflu - Plencu@Ganevuwl. S&TU LIGI(@& T8I - auaSlemiowsmen HDULDIGT (&THIS
132.16. upgnew - Qul_ﬁmnm 2.1 & ewelenw @esﬂsum_.



The Eplc Eternal 419

131.

132.

136. Intirakanni
137. Mantirakanpi

4a

It is but a grinning monkey
After all!" To him Ravana said:

"Listen to this, O, Intirajit" said Ravana;
"Do not think this is only a monkey!
Even if Yama were to oppose him,

He would be no match for his tail!

He is the envoy extraordinary

Of the husband of the princess

(With lovely dense tresses) ~

Whom I did imprison the other day;
Bring him before me soon,” said he!

INTIRAJIT COMING TO CAPTURE ANUMAN
As Ravana ordered his son to seize the troublesome monkey
And bring it before him quickly,
The handsome prince Intirajit rose and proceeded
To carry out Ravana's mission.
With serried ranks of chariots touching the very heaven,
And troops of demons surrounding him in eight directions,
And musical instruments and war-drums
Thunderously resounding, with Intirakanni!3¢ and Mantrakanni'??
Fanning him with chowries, he went,
Bands of soldiers thronging towards him,
Myriads of war-chariots with victorious flags
Fluttering from the tops,
The red-dust rising from the ground,
Millions of horses with riders,
And an equal number of ichorous war-elephants,
Countless numbers of counsellors,-
With such a.multitudinous vast power
Intirajit climbed into his chariot great,
With intent to capture ‘Rama's envdy.

} - Name of two women
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THE REMARKS OF THE PEOPLE OF LANKA

The women of Lanka on seeing the troops exceeding numerous,
Clapped their hands and laughed at this wonderful sight,
Of so many troops going to capture a mere monkey!
Some said: "while the golden damsel is in imprisonment,
Over there in the grove, the envoy who came to her

Is going to be their death."

Some would say: "The monkey that killed Ravana's darlings
Lakkanan and Aksayakumaran, the pride of his line

And armies great, along with the ministers five

And after, made a victorious mark

With their blood on his forehead,

Is not an ordinary monkey:

No, not certainly a mere monkey; but

The brand of fire that has come to burn Lanka sure!”
Some would say:

"This quarrelsome monkey is no monkey at all;

Surely it is going.to destroy

Our city and burn it down,"

Some would say;

"This mean monkey small, has come

As a messenger to the Lady in the grove;

Whose imprisonment is going to be the prime cause

For destroying the beauty of our city”

Some would say:

As the demonesses spoke thus agitatedly,

Lamenting the events

Following the advent of Anuman,

Stout Intirajit, leading his forces,

Came up to Apuman to engage him in battle.

ANUMAN FIGHTING WITH INTIRAJIT'S TROOPS
Seeing the thronging regiments nearing him,
Beating their thighs in challenge,

Anuman laughed in contempt!

And seizing all the trees nearby by the trunks,
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He plucked them from the earth and threw them

Upon the demon forces, which were destroyed forthwith.

He went among them and beat them with his hands and legs,
Uprooting tree after tree; and the remaining soldiers
Frightened like frogs in the mouth of a snake,

Ran in fear, helter-skelter from the field!

But Apuman went after them

And terrifying them with his glowering look,

Caught and smashed them to pieces,

Before they could think of escaping!

INTIRAJIT MARVELS AT ANUMAN'S GREAT PROWESS

Seeing the carnage wrought by Apuman amongst his army,
With all the soldiers dying or dead,

With chariots and horses piling up in heaps on the field,
Iniirajit wondered within himself thus:

“He who can make our position so ctitical,

Is he elder to the God of Death!

Or has Death himself taken the form of a monkey,

To ruin the city so easily? Oh, our father

Sitting in his dais has ordered imprisonment .of Sita,
Even like fire being placed within a bale of cotton!”
Thinking inly thus of Sita as a veritable spark of fire
(Which would eventually burn Lanka), and sore-bethought stiil,
The faithful son, neared Anuman to engage himself.

INTIRAJIT FIGHTING WITH ANUMAN

Powerful arrows, millicns of them

He bent his bow and sent towards Anuman;

But Apuman, caught them all in his body

And with a mighty shake, threw them back

At the remaining forces still standing beside Intirajit:
And like a tempest at the end of the aeon

Threw all the troops into the sea!
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And all the cohorts of Intirajit died,
The armies which came like a flood against him!

INTIRAJIT ENQUIRING ABOUT ANUMAN AND
HIS REPLY

Seeing this catastrophic massacre of his men,

Intirajit looked at Anuman's face and told him;

"Oh, you are great in weaponry! None like you

Strong and bold! Tell me why you are

In the form of a monkey?"

And Anuman replied; "O son of the powerful demon!

1 shall tell you my story :

As the spouse of Tirumalr8ma was imprisoned

By your father, I came as Rama's envoy to her;

Besides, I have come to kill all you demons

And drink your blood. I shall end all your lives,

Yours as well as your father's! I shall not go

Before putting an end to your lives. I swear to you!

If you want to know more from me

Listen to what I say :

Before I leap from one branch to another, .

Shoot your arrows at me, an arrow for each hair

And one to keep company with it! If you are capable enough,

Let us see your power!

Then by myiLord, I swear,

I will voluntarily come with you," said Anuman.

INTIRAJIT SHOOTING AT ANUMAN

Agreeing to his friendly challenge, Mekanatan
Took up his bow and shot arrow after arrow

At the mischievous monkey in the space of time
He took to leap from one branch to another,

An arrow for a hair and one more besides!



428 Qrrwi samg

aréﬁﬁqdr SIS SISTLIDIS SiS 6D
BB

134. pewgiormens Sgdg wrp o gidsemamd Csliwees Qpedamd

FugdsagCw mmps BRI GrMSSCHarH WNISIOMUG Umpml
PYVGEDIY SGILDES STNE HNSOMUG SNQOUTQ) OQOUMIND
ComgQeig) (peGamy g (pasSeuiens Cssrrevmg. QouagnG

Byéed QUigHal wgyodisdn} ahdulmgdgo uiddsr Guwerd 5

HNISESIS6T JEDDaTS SSTH o_nydissd

Q&S0 wLunisalE) SoRCeErT YTTMY QSSCSIIPS SUSOUT
Clag.sg@ pammssn Sgpafans QoSS Q@ TS Qeaiiiar
vadg ofgds Fésgul. umsd swpnl afuscud g

s SWHPAT WSO S0 UgisBO Cundeng) SemsBAseLnG
Conel UBSSWSIRIMSES STTLAD PQUES) W_wWBIaSP e

/0
BAEUUESSW SoRIDSESTTC ) Gmissd 3AseConr P GESGovrresT

Badlodsg @ursuswrsir wrafisneas UGS
Coed godsafoue wapds Qesupn afpdrddg wiss
Clesngy grouamet Glengyefrdge QeoQurdr wmofans PSOSOUESTEST

Qrracwmer QErgyoflGame

HHGY GOV ClHAQUTBhS Sisdasuwnt gy Qv
&ALy Cumiués wg iy Congd &FHCsndt Spansds

/5
oFgy vhsdduy wpSfont wiss pavsfany sipdomt

134.1. qump - uBRp. wLai - Quetser. 134.2. @urigsGsner - SIRISTFG; jgQyLONGT.
134.3. wsleou gng iy - s @Geug sig. 134.4. Cumy Clstig - ellgans Gz, 134.5.
QoS3 - eripgi. 134.6. gyevsenio OQeigg er6irn HBRFAOLIAT - SURISTEW HNeDILoGET
ofpé Glewdsdr Qrise e werumt. 134.7. Bas Gwaldl 1y aier - Iygywanart:
ueSlig B Cavair. 134.8. U S@er - plEGar. 134.9. unsdsadn e - LB NSg IR wWw
prsunayen sulpplarach. 134.10. Gursiu@iBu - Qokimsowu predu®sHw.
WIS L IGLET - UGS e e L WealeT; Qumeusswen. 134.14. spbeoLipait - LGV
waeliser. 134.15. sy w@L ib - saipggrwnen og@Lb. Csmy sRCurer rsnflés -
Gluaflar Gsry sseméster gof (psrés. 134.16. wery uNEReTD - WP Meamueau
gliaunsid QetiNen. g5HMwm - @M o



The Epic Eternal

133.

134.

ANUMAN ALLOWING HIMSELF TO BE CAPTURED

Seeing this wonderful bowmanship!

Anumap nodded approvingly at Intirajit's ability,
And allowed himself to be seized by him;

Telling himself: "I shall go before Ravana's court
And show them my tricks and destroy the city,"
Stowly and gently, he came near the enemy.

And Meékanatan tied him with a rope

Behind his loin-cloth, and seating him in a chariot
He went round the city in a victorious procession.

ANUMAN'S OATH

But when he was about to be tied to a rope,

Anuman had leapt on to the deck of the chariot himself,
Saying : "In what way, am I inferior to you?

Will I come’ behind you? Oh no! By my Lord, ¥ swear
I shall destroy this-land though I have allowed myself,
To fall into your hands."

THE DEMONS HARASSING ANUMAN

Hearing that the great monkey

Had been captured without doubt,

Women stood together in streets,

Peering at the king of the monkeys!

"See how he goes,” they cried! With ladles,
They would beat the dancing monkey

And jeer at Anpuman! They would come up to him
And hit him on his face with their hands.
Anuman would then pretend to be weak
And grin at them, baring his teeth!

Some of them would wonder:

427 -
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"Is this the monkey that was so valiant?"

Some would say: "This monkey will be given

As a sacrifice, its brains seattering on the -ground.”
"Now that it is caught in Intirajit's noose

This monkey has become afraid," some would say:
"Will the ten-headed one leave it free,

This monkey that has ruined so much in our city?
Surely he would give it as food to dogs and jackals.”

INTIRAJIT COMING TO RAVANA'S PALACE

As people gossiped thus variously among themselves,
Intirajit at last, reached the golden palace
Where Ravana sat in state.

RAVANA'S TARPAR

While Ravana sat in state in his court

With lovely damsels dancing before him in groups;
His crowned heads huge as hills, (crowns wrought of diamonds
Sparkling like million suns)-with his able ministers,
Counsellors, advisers, surrounding him;

With well decorated Rutra Vipas and Keailaca Vipas,
Kimpurutas singing sweet music;

Captains and commanders and the guards of the fort
Stood before him in humble obedience;

With his wife Mantotari in her bed chamber,

Still weeping at the loss of heroic Lakkanakumaran
Ravana thus sat in state in his Tarpar hall!

And now handsome Intirajit, eldest of his sons,
Entered the royal audience hall.

INTIRAJIT SPEAKING IN PRAISE OF ANUMAN
TO RAVANA
Bringing forward his captive Apuman, g
Intirajit gave scber advice to bis father in this wise:
"The world has not seen a more capable hero than him!
To fight with him, neither Siva nor Hari dare come ferward:
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Teyventiran 100 would be frightened before hiin;
Weapons do not enter his body: No, they cannot!

Do not think he is but a tiny monkey:

Do not forget, his readiness to oppose

Even us with ali our boons, from the Gods!

Sire, it is impossible to defeat great Apuman

With his invincible prowess." Ravana heard his son speak thus,
From his lion-throne, bedecked with gems many-hued;
While Apuman made for himself a platform high,
With his tail piled round and round

And sat upon it, a span higher than Ravdna himself!
Turning to ‘the mighty monkey.

Ravana with gérnrned diadems, said:

"Sirrah! How is it that you killed, my dear sons,
And destroyed my precious Acokavanam?"

ANUMAN'S REPLY
"Ravana, you asked me scmething calling rue Sirrah!
Now sirrah! Hear me Sivanf
I tell you what you have done is evil, Sirrah!
Stealing Lord Ramas spouse!
I am the envoy to her from Rama
I came with a message for her, Sirrah!
It was I who destroyed your troops, Sirrah!
Your people died, Sirrahl, because they came
To fight with me, Sirrah!
Even your ministers, Sirrah! fell before me.
See Sirrah! hereafter I shall root out
Your entire race of demons, Sirrah!
Lanka will not be yours for long Sirrah!
Given to you by Siva (with Uma as a part of Him).
Look out, Sirrah! My Lord Rama is coming, Sirrah!
You are going_to lese your ten heads, Sirrah!
Your chariot Sirrah! and your vast armies Sirrah!
Will be wiped out because of your base action
In imprisoning, the Goddess Lakshmi." |
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RAVANA DECIDES TO KILL ANUMAN

Angry with Maruti's insulting words, Ravana punched him
With his hands, And Apuman in turn, kicked Ravana

With his leg, and still angry, hit him on his arm,

A mighty blow with his hand; at which

The broken tusks embedded in his chest

When, of yore, he fought with the cardinal elephants,
Now fell off like ripe plantains down up(;n the ground!

VIPISANA'S ADVICE

As a gap appeared in his arms and chest,
Like holes in a window for letting in air,
Wréthfully Ravana ordered his Chief of the guards,
To kill Anuman. Upon this, the wise Vipisana,
Pleaded with his brother: "Lord of the South!
It is not fair or just,

To kill envoys or women, It is a great sin.”
"You sinner Vipisana who proclaims

That killing an envoy is a crime!

Have you forgotten that this monkey

Has slain my darling sons, Lakkanan

And Aksayan, besides many of our troops?
He has destroyed our Acdkavanam

Beautiful beyond words. Is it wrong

To kill such an envoy sent by the foes?”
Demanded Ravana of his brother.

THE DEMONS SETTING FIRE TO ANUMAN'S TAIL

"Even if he had done many wrongs

And more things cruel, envoys from others

Are not usually killed; send him back maimed;"
Said Vipisana, and Ravana ordered:

"“Tie round his tail all the cloth

Available in Lanka, set 'fire to it

And drive him back!"
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As the servants brought together

All the cloth in the city to be tied

Round and round its prehensile tail,

Anuman stretched forth his long taill

Ever lengthening, on which they tied the cloths.
And the evil demon said now: "If required,
Bring also the cloth covering Sita in the Vapam."
Upon hearing which foul command, Apuman

At once shrunk his tail thinking to himself:

"O look at the evil ruse of this sinner vile!"
See now the demon's ignoble action:

"Set five to its tail, after tying it with thousands
Of cowdung cakes d.ied"; and accordingly,

They did and drove Apuman out.

ANUMAN BURNING THE CITY OF LANKA V/ITH TEZ

FIRE ON TS TAIL

Thus driven out, Anuman now prayed

To Princess Sita (lovely as a peafowl);

And Japaki now blessed him with a boon,
That the fire might not burn Anuman!

With great joy Anuman now spread the fire
All over Lanka, everywhere!

When Visvakarma the architect then and there
Did begin to rebuild the city of Lanka!

ANUMAN'S REQUEST TGO VISVAKARMA
Looking at Visvakarma at his work of reconstruction,
Anuman spoke to him mild and gentle words:

"O Visvakarma, 1 shall give you a rare prize!
A flag with my figure embossed,

If you but want patiently, for the space

Of the winking of an eye!" And he

Greedy for the bribe, stopped his work.

And now the fire began to spread.

As Anuman went round the city,

435
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135.

136.

He met the sage poetess Auvaiyar,

Who told him! "Go you, O Anuman,

And burn the city!" "I shall not forget

To do so, Mother!" said he in glee,

And began the work of destruction with his burning tail!

LANKA BURNING

He did burn the ramparts round,

Of the city; mansions with terraces,
Marts, halls, pavilions and canopies
Towers and battlements, palaces, castles
He set fire to the city entirel

Anuman set fife to Lanka city

Oh Anuman, he did burn it!

The kindled fire sent tongues of flame!

O see, the city is destroyed,

While some who were fated thus,

Did fall in the fire and burn:

Apuman set fire to Lanka city

Oh Anuman, he did burn it!

To ashes black were they atomised,

The pavilions of Intirajit, Ravana and Kumpakarnan!
Horses and elephants, chariots and the troops,
Ornaments and jewels and garments silken,
Became blackened ashes because of the fire.
Anuman set fire to Lanka city

Oh Apuman, he did burn it!

As the demonesses were shocked to see

The fire enveloping all the streets,

Grandfather Maliyavan and Vipisana patted their chests;
While the face of the ten-headed one grew deathly pale,
And his blood boiled at all this havoc:

Anuman set fire to Lanka city

Oh Apuman, he did burn it!
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137.

THE PEOPLEQ'TALK AMONG THEMSELVES

"Oh it is because of this sinner vile
Ravana, keeping in durance rhe chaste Sita,
Qur race entire is ruined!

Evil will not go unpunished”

Some would say:

Anuman set fire to Lanka city

Oh Apuman, he did bum it!

"See how the city is burning,

As a result of our monarch's evil act;

He did ¢ruel harm to the monkey

And now it is kindling fire everywhere!”
Anuman set fire to Lanka city

Oh Anuman, he did burn it!

"Oh is it the fire of chastity

Of lovely Sita imprisoned by Ravana?

Oh, did she curse that the mansions and hails,
Be burnt down to ashes thus?”

Anuman set fire to Lanka city

Oh Apuman, he did burn it!

"Oh palaces and castles, terraces

And mansions have bumt down to ashes!”
They all did cry: When Apuman

As agreed, presented Visvakarma with a prize
Of a pennon with his figure drawn upon it!
Anuman set fire to Lanka city

Oh Apuman, he did burn :t!

SITA'S SPFEECH TO ANUMAN

And now his work completed

Anuman stood before princess Sita

With prayerful obeisances irue,

Who spoke to him genily and lovingly;

O Apuman! you must have become much tired;

Did you go and sate your Liunger?
What charm did you use to destroy the foes?
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The Eplic Eternal

Turning and bending, did you set-fire

To the entire Lanka city? O dear son!

I have a message for you to take

To my Lord! Give this crest-jewel

Of mine, into his hands: O dear son,

Sent from over there to this place to destroy
The demon-race! I will surely return there!

O Anuman, convey truly my pathetié plight
And my present grief to my Lorg!

Tell him who slew Tatakai the hill-like monster;
Who by stepping on a black rock,

Gave redemption to Akalikai, restoring her

Fo her human form; who bent the mighty bow
In Mitilai and won me in marriage;

Who assured me when we were alone

Jn our chamber, as I pressed his feet,

(This is a secret, my son, which he only knows!)
"I will not touch any woman

But you, O my chaste wife:"

This he swore to me in confidence.- Tell this
In Harirama's ear, O Apuman!

O darling Apuman! tell him how I yearn

To see him and how I am grieving here."

ANUMAN .- REPORTING TO RAMA

As Prncess Sita ordered Anuman to tell all this
To Lord Rama. the noble envoy

Bowed to her; and leaving her presence,

He crossed the great sea to reach

Kiskintai city near the familiar mountain,
And seeing Lord Rama;there,

He exclaimed lovingly thus!

"Refuge Lord! Refuge Kecava Rakava!

Refuge Ramal Refuge Hari! Refuge Rakuramal
Refuge! Refuge! Saw I the Princess Sita,
Saw I! She gave me this crest-jewel
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“The Ep{c Eternal

For Yo: Ocean of grace' Refuge!
1 place thus your divine feet
Upon my head! Refuge Kdvintarama! Refuge!”

RAMA'S REPLY
138. Rame-saw his' Apuman prosurate,
Before him, adoring his feet;
And rejoiced to see. the. crest-jewel
Which he recognized as- Sita's! .
"We. have to build, a-bridge athwart
The billowy sea! and go across soon!
Go you at once and bring the God -of the Sea.’

-ANUMAN MEETING THE GOD OF THE SEA AT
RAM»%'S ORDERS
139. "Oh,see how Anuman is hastemng sw1ft1y
To bring Varupan to build a dam across the sounding waters,"
Exclaimed Kovinta! The long-tailed ‘monkeys
And the chiefs and happy Cukkirivan then encamped
On .the. shore of the big sea.
Along with the blue-hued Lord,
Besides. younger Lakshmana
There were seventy- véflam strong armies,
All of them waiting for the return of Anuman!
While so, noble Apuman leaped across the sea.
To niéet the Sea - God aid on reaching his seat,
Conveyed the wishes of Lord Rama
To Him; but Varunan'® remained silent
Even after Apuman mertioned Rmas name.
(Perhaps to see for himself the powerful play of Ramas bow!)
_And Anuman ran back to Ramals presence
And- reported the indifferent attitude
Of the God of the Sea!

138. Varupan - The Hindu God of the sea
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The Epic Eternal

RAMA DRYING UP THE SEA WITH HIS FIERY ARROW

As Harirama shot Akkini's dart at the sea,

It dried up at once and the Sea - God appeared forthwith,
Falling at the feet of Tacarata's son,

Even like a tree that had been felled!

Placing at his feet a beautiful wreath,

That put to shame the sun in its radiance,

Varunan prayed to Rama; "Refuge O Lord!

Pardon, noble as you are, the wrong

Of this little one! Refuge! Refuge!"

And Rakurama smiling gently spoke to him thus:

“O Lord of the Sea! can you do us a favour?

Can you make a path through your surface for our monkeys,
To go to Lanka city where the demons dwell,

About to die at our hands for their crime?”

And Varunan replied; "The Lord must take pity on poor me,
And restore my waters; 1 beg of you

To march your armies on my surface.

I shall make way -for you and your brother,

To pass across to iLanka.” '

And Tirumal pleased with this assurance of Varunan

Said; "we are no longer angry with you."

And he shot an arrow again,

So that the sea was full again

With the ‘waters brought by it

BUILDING A BRIDGE ACROSS THE SEA
) WITH VISVAKARMA'S HELP
With Varunan marking out the site whereon
To build the bridge, Visvakarma
Whom Anuman had brought with forethought
Came now to Rama, and bowing at his feet,
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The Epic Eternal

He began the construction

Of the bridge across the sea to Lanka.

Anuman plucked by the roots, huge hills

And gave them into Visvakarma's hands

To be used in the work;

The seventy veflam Vanaras

Each one uprooted hillocks, as also

The twenty four commanders of the troops:

All creation joined in the holy task,

Birds of the air dropping sand upon the sea;
The tiny squirrels rolled on the beach

And shook off the sand sticking to their backs!
Pleased with which Tirumal placed

His flower-soft fingers upon the squurrel's back
(The stripes which they possess even now!)
Oh, is it easy to describe the process of construction!
Whatever Anuman brought, hill or rock,
Visvakarma seized with a single hand

And placed upon the sea, equally rapidly!

And Anuman with his hands and legs and tail,
Uprooted many a hill huge as Meru!

But whatever the numbers he brought,

Hundred or thousand or more, by the grace

Of Goddess Saraswathi, Visvakarma

With one hand received, effortlessly

Placing them where they belonged in the bridge!
On seeing this, Apuman's face grew sad;

Upon which Lord Hari beckoned to Visvakarma
And .mildly admonished him; "Son! receive graciously,
The hills brought with much strain

By Apuman, without slighting his effort;

He is also my servant, O Visvakarma!

May success attend on you!"
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The Epic Eternal 449

And Visvakarma thereaftet took-

With grace and respect, the hills:-brought

By Anuman and used thém: in® his -wark.

Thus at last the work of building the bridge

Was completed, and the Vapara armies marched upon it.

Lord Rama (adorned with nine kinds of 'gems) crossed the sea
And climbed atop the Coral mountain in Lanka.

VIPISANA'S ADVICE TO RAVANA

140. In Lanka city the good Vipisana heard
The boisterous roar made by the, monkey army,
Moving about in their encampment
After they had followed Lord Rama,
To the great coral mountain,
And thought to himself: "We will ‘be saved only
If Janaki is released from imprisonment,
And we bow before the ¢loud-hued -Lord in obeisance!"
Accordingly he sought his brother
And began his advice sober, to Ravana.

141. "But yesterday I advised you earnestly; .
You did not care to listen, O king of kings!
Celestials and asuras do your -bidding!

You have boons many!
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The Epic Eternal -

6a

O Lord, with ten crowned heads upon a sturdy frame!
My king! My brother! It is good even now,

To release the queen among woman, Sita,

And to seek the friendship of Tirumalrama!

They have built a bridge across the billowy sea

And encamped near our Coral mountain!

Rama's arrow has pierced sal trees seven;

His arrow has slain invincible Vali!

Both Rama and his brother Lakshmana, and the envoy
Who came to Lanka and bumt it down,

Along with Vanara chieftains and armies

Vast, as the sea, are knocking at our gates.”

RAVANA'S REPLY

"You talk with pride in their vast armies!

Small men you praise,

As Lord Tirumal and his younger brother!

You speak disparagingly of us;

All right! even if you were to become my enemy,
I still have your elder brother Kumpakarnan!

There is Intirajit dwelling amidst the clouds;
There is Atikayan; there are my ministers;
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139, Mayiirdvenan - Demon-omperor of ihe un

o

[a]

Thers 2re th: celestialz to do my bilding,

There 5o stibh Mayil-avanac 113

And tast of all, ve hiéve ous -imviacible reserve forces!
Thers i+, this muthty arm of mune,

Whicl Ited up the Himalaya wountain!

crznt ot shat my hiev.ne shieches

To virze and a half crores of years!”

hus listing his own swength, he tole his brothesy;
"Q Vipiennal you are no brother of mine:

it is gocd for you,

If you Gon't core near me:

Go bonce from my sizhl”

Thus Pzrang, leughing scorafully at ¥inisana,

Ao il e were bis easvy

TIPlSANA COMNT.INUES WITH HIS ADVICE
"The veanager Lakshmase ond Rama whe in Thumal
Are vot easv 10 congse:;
You broaght and placed v durance vils,
The loving cpouse of Rakurima, whom Lz wedded
After bending the mighty bow of Sive!
Let ug even now recify ihis wrong;
Release Site from hei imprisonment.

derworld - a cousin of cn-headed S avuny
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Let us meet Ramg and seek- his grace;
Then we can never be destroyed.

We have had many blessings in the past:
I have given you repeated advice,

O king! but you did not care to listen.
The spouse of King Rama,

Is the instrument of God to kill us,

See! the hostile armies surround us,
Only because of her imprisonment here.
If you want to live a trouble-free life
.Straight release Sita from her confinement.”

RAVAMA ABUSING VIPISANA
"You are the enemy to our race, Vipisana!
You advise me to release ber,
Blaming me for my action:
You are singing the praise of Kovinta.
It is your Rama, the great, who lost his woman!
My dear sister Cirppanakai lost her nose;
Have you no sense of shame,
That a maimed Curppanakai is your sister?
And what did I do? I placed in durance,
The wife of him who caused my sister's nose. to be cut!
Whereas you placed your daughter,
Tiricatai as a protector to Sita!
You call the hunter of the forest 'cloud-bued .Lord!'
Enough of your advice, Sirrah!
Go join him if you want, Sirrah!
But in battle I shall end your life:
End your life I shall, in murder brutal!”

VIPISANA SPEAKING ABOUT ANUMAN'S POWERS

"0 Ravana, wiih golden crown adorned,
And lovely chaplets! Are you not aware
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How a monkey ‘slew the great:captain lakkanaq. -

With all his troops. vast, and- their ‘.leadoré?a

Are you not aware How.it- gave -to-fire.

The city of Lanka in-the South? -

Is not the monkey which bumt our olty, the messenger to Sita?
It has now come with s tfibe’ against us;

Surely it will not" leave s alone.!

RAVANA'S REPLY .
"You will not give up.singing the praise
Of the enemy, unpleasmg to my ear;
Is it manly of you to speak thus? 7
We have millions and rmhlons of heroes
Mighty like your famous envoy" sald Ravana

VlPISANA S REBUTTAL

And Vipisana replled

"If you have mllhons in your army,

They have seventy “velam monkeys with them!
Remembes, mighty . Vali"who' tied you up

In his tail! He fell by a’'single arrow

Of Rama cloud-hued! He pierced

With a single arrow seven huge trees.

You sinner responsible for the impending ruin of Lanka!
Tatakai fell whom none could vanquish;

The envoy of Rama destroyed another Tatakai, the arrogant,
* As- well as your son Lakkanan.

A mere messenger has' burnt down our city!
Surely, I'tell you, you are goii.g to lose your life,
" Because of the queen of women, Slta'

‘On _Janaki's account’ you will lose your life,
Kingship, children, your power and all'

Ruin only' will accrue to you:

Persons who are ruining themselves,

Must listen with respect,

“If another were to offer sane advxce

There can be no two opinions on this.
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Do not be happy and complacent

That you have ten heads; that you have
The sword of Carkara; that you have arms
Huge as hills; that you haved ministers many;
That you have a mighty bow!

If Sri Rama were to shoot his arrows,

All your power and authority will wanish,
Like wax before the fire in a forge!

Your life will fly off! O you poor wretch!
As one born as your brother after you,

I tell ail this to you:

The rest .is up to you.

RAVANA BOASTING ABOUT HIS OWN ‘ARMED MIGHT

Treating brother Vipisana as his enemy,

Ravana pridefully said to him:

"I have chariots innumerable, in my Lanka;

1 have as my chief queen .Mantotari

Of corseted breasts flower-soft and lovely.

There is my adoring son, Intirajit in his aerial palace,
Who can conquer anyone on earth;

There is too, my handsome son Atikayan,

And my borther Kumpakarnan; there is also

My cousin Mayilravanan in the underworld!
Exceeding numerous troops of four kinds,
Elephansry, Chariotry, Cavalry and Infantry!

And Makotaran, mighty minister, to kiil all aliens;
Myriads of warriors in my reserve forces!

I am, of course, there, chief of all the armies,
With the sword given by Lord Siva himself;
After all, those who oppose me, are just humans;
Pride after pride of lions are my demon hordes!
If I were to return Japaki to Rama,

They will call me an old jackal,

Surrendering its fleshy prey to others!
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VIPISANA REMINDS RAVANA .THAT RAMA IS TIRUMAL
INCARNATE
"O brother, full well I know all your strength!
But remember, Pat}naﬁéﬁg, "Loid Rakurama,
Is the cloud-hued Ofie”who measured the earth
(In a single stride);”ffe"is' Sure Narasinka
Who did kill Hiraniya in an éarlier, avatar!
And in his present birth, He has come
To destroy the demon race entire,
As Rama, virtuous son of Tacarata,
Who has wedded Janakt daughter of 'the Earth'
He is father to Manmatan God of Love,
And brother—m law to Slva with hlS forehead-eye,
Brother to Kémati; he is Ksvintarama! -
Do not underestimate’ him"as just a-youth!
If he were 'to take up his bow,
He will straight consume your life!
Take careful note of what I have said
By way of good advice; but you will not,
Dismissing Lord Rama as a mere boy!
The God who holds the deer and the axe
In his hands, Siva concorporate with his consort,
He knows I speak true; I go to Rama now!"

VIPISANA -SEEKS REFUGE UNDER RAMA
And leaving [Ravana's court, Vipisana
Of Lanka, of sweet-honeyed speech,
Rose into the air with his ministers four,
Seeking salvation for his lifz and body,
And coming to the Coral mountain near the sea,
Where the. monkeys of the forest had encamped,
He alighted from his aerial car
Crying: "Refuge Siva! Refuge Sri Ramal"
~ And neared the camp; as Aravinta - Rakurama
Watched " his approach, the agitated monkeys
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143.

144.

Got up and prepared to engage him,

Shouting: "There he comes this powerful demon,
There he comes!. But sage Anuman

Realizing the truth, on seeing Vipisana

Said to the Lord: "This is a king, virtuous and good"
And Rama graced him with welcome cordial!

Graced by the Lord, Vipisana went before Anuman
And offered much wealth by way of tribute:

And Rama said: "Welcome Vipisana! -

Your coming has strengthened our hands.”

And Vipisana adorned with garlands buzzed by bees,
Placed at the lotus feet of the Lord,

Chaplets wrought of gold and wreaths of fragrant flowers,
Three of each, saying: "sight glorious

I have had, on seeing you, O son of Tacarata!

O Lord adorned with basil-wreaths and crown great!
O king of Ayotti! I seek refuge under you!

Save me from the danger that threatens me!"

VIPISANA EXPLAINING HIS POSITION
"O the Lord of the Vedas has created me as the brother
Of cruel, wicked Ravana! when he .
Imprisoned the Goddess Pakkiyalakshmi,!4°
I admonished him with foresight true!
But he did not relish my advice.

140, Pakkiyalakshmi - Lakshmi - Goddess of prosperity

463



464 Komot seog

unsBw sl g - (U
Ungsg &L @m)pmcva&ésd SR
Cunddw embiyssd CendCeardr - grgyd
L@mIUUG FHY PSEECCT @R
Crndf uvdbaunanmosdr Qendierar - s
Qproucn e SIGUnSE S@ICGET
SPCLT &@ouT® CuinGe - )
s00 Ggo CEIm@IOUMLS STGaT

sar o Canr@ Spig - NS
sraifows LmpPass Hret (YSWML
S me o udsdr QenaiCeesr - pnci
CleOSar YSSweudt Cals afdmeu
ClanarCnrgd Cgndamw ofC@ - K&
Canaftsd@ ungsdsh encap  CsCar
upCsct afSagerr arg.Cuwer - s
OIET VWP QYSSS6uT epeurt
WHSW orIURTIST (PHTICEITEH - GT6TIS

eIy Camngou stegy (patGe. /0

HG0E SIESE SHDIT - S

Cond Smmmaids pronps wnsd
#3Cga0p wnlyss Qenied - sigy
SC@af (rgydimans Hlgc Cogyd

Cogryss sGangs wng) - Qous
vaafCwnt gioueTms WmT@ Smb

144.2. LnS@ waPif] - Bang. LNBES G 1_6ir - Qs L& Qawabser Qrruyb Guoneioneraicr;
@rneucmrer. 144.3. Gurs@wwmd - el 2 a@Te e o_cwITTh% UG,
2 &3P naldme - al@bualdme. 144.4. LchewTehTen oSG - uelgwres afgLb.
Qprbueid - Gagenar. HeYUTHLD SaTGL 6T - SI@eREGL o ger {@)gmioer) uTsLb
saaGLar. 144.5. s@uunall - Qamgw umed); @ureuewrdir. sweil Ayoeir - PLonedler
Qarliyp Qamggysiror smoeng afl Gnardlu (gibeir. 144.6. sevwr_menar - Gamguw
Qewssmaers QeuLiae; @)rraewrer. B - 0GR 14.7. Detsr_my. - Qereug g
Baasg. Qelindar - sapor. 144.8. G - Limal. 144.11. @y Gagyth - G
Couatr@id. 144.Y3. sGangy wngy-sGar@Awmer Quesr; &raupams. gih - QguieuGinf



The Epic Eternal 465

Instead, he made many statements brave, .
Which only added to my anguish! .

Hence I am now at your gracious feet!

O the lotus-born Brahma has made me.
Brother to the base cruel wretch, Ravana'
From the day he incarcerated Janaki |

I have been advising him in various ways,

But he would not listen; -and hence

Fleeing from the vile sinner's side, . -

I have come to place myself at your feet.'
Three of us were born to my mother,

Ravana the eldest, and Kumpakarnan elder to me;
Ever since the day he placed_the Jlovely Janakl
In durance vile, him have I advised

In soft words mild, but ever he scorned /them'
Hence 1 have surrendered at your feet!

I have a sister, CUrppanakai the wicked,

Whom we gave in marridge to arfogant Cinkan;
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But he was killed by Ravana!

That great sinner, she came to the forest
Where she got her bejewelled nose cut off!
It is all her evil work, O Lord,

Too distressing for words! (that Sita

Is now confined in Lanka!)

Lord! our ancient Lanka city,

Famous since our great-grandsire's day,

Is sure to be ruined! The advice I gave
Ravana, would have reached the ears

Of Grandfather in heaven (the creator Brahma)!
But, crazed with lust, Ravana would not listen!
Like pdJjai'*! flower light, sent in the wind,
He sent his old uncle Marican

As a deer to your wood; agrecing, that sinner
Too did meet his end; as he

Cried in a voice of distress

Calling to the younger Lord Lakshmana
(Imitating your own voice)

He (Lakshmana) obeying her words,

Left her alone (she of honeyed-speech),
Which made it easy for Ravana

To lift her and transport her to Lanka

Where he keeps her in durance!

141. PGk \lower -  Wood-plant flower
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The Eplc Eternal

"~ O Lord! the sin against a pure woman
Cannet go unpunished! Aad 1, Lord,
Did what I could; I made my good daughter
Tiricatai, keep company with Sita in AcOkavapam,
As he had ordered terrible ogresses to be the jailors!
There is, O Lord, a ring of fire round her,‘ '
Lest any one aproach too near her! . -
The divine Sita's feet and yours, ,
O Lord! are my refuge: trug, forever!
My faith I have placed in your feet,
Patmanapa! Kopala! Lord in the Naracinka form!
Gracious Lord! spouse of Sita beautiful!
Lord Hari! Jayarama! Rakurama! a
Srirama! victorious Mukunta! Apanta! ,
Cloud-complexioned Lord! Lord with the Conch!
Lord Rakava! Give me gnostic true,
And grace me with your blessing!”
Thus did Vipisana surrender to the Lord
And seek refuge under him!

RAMA GIVING SANCTUARY TO VIPISANA

Casting on Vipisana his glance of Grace

The cloud-hued -one, lovely as a lotus,
Extended his "‘f)rotecting hand with palm open,
Assuring him; "You will be safe

With me; fear not!" And continuing said:
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145.

"Why do we need weapons -at all?

The blessings of preceptor Vacittar are enough!
The boons given by the sages and seers
With matted locks, are our only help!
You can stay here with us, and for us!
We do grant the Lordship over Lanka

And the land solely to you.

If perchance, your brother were to release
My spouse and thus avoid war,

We will yet give you a fifth of Ayotti,
To rule over as the monarch!

Is not that alone the noble course, for us?
Hence forward, my share of the conquest
Will be yours for good!"

THE VANARAS SEE FOR THEMSELVES RAVANA

ARMED MIGHT

Rama (Lord Vamana Mukunta) along with Cukkirivan

Anuman and other Vapara chiefs,

The younger Lord, and never-delaying Jampavan,

From their bivouac saw the opulence

Of Lanka and its armed strength.

And Ravana with his royal crown,

With his troops came up to assess

The strength and quality of the monkey armies.
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RAMA TEWING THE DEMON FORCES

146. The demon king and his troops saw from afar
The regiments of Rakupziti in the coral mountain!
And the Lord too with his Vapara armies
Viewed the forces of the demon . of Lanka in the south!
Seeing the rage of lelsana by his s1de
Hari Rakava's divine lips these words uttered;

"O Vipisana! Radiant like a Sun, someone
Stands in.the South! Does the Sun ever rise
In the South?" And bowmg at Ramas feet,
Vipisana replied: "He is not the Sun

But Ravana the sinner vile!”

And the opulent Lord, beautiful Rama
.Smiled and said: "O good it is

To see Ravana adorned with a crown

Of nine-kinds of gems, confronting us,

If it is so ordained by Brahmal!”

CUKKIRIVAN SNATCHING AWAY THE TEN

CROWNS OF RAVANA

And now Cukkirivan the handsome V"anara

Swiftly leapt across and selzmg .

The crowns upon the ten hcads of Ravana

Hid himself amongst the troops ‘there!

Even as the Lord who measured the earthr

Applanded his valiancy: While Cukkirivan
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Alone by R!ﬁ'vé}n"a's side, slink away

And with all the ten crowns ran back

To Rama thé émerald-hued Lord

And placed them before him as tribute!

As the dlslodged gems sparlded radlantly

The Lord to‘ok them ap and gave fhem to lelsana'
While Ravana Tell on the ground lamcntmg

Their loss as an 1nausp1c101’1s indicatiof

Of the loss of "fu‘s wealtfl and goldén pelf'

But the crowns Back did grow on his heads!

RAVANA BACK IN LANKA

Up rose the demon w1th his armies
And reached his city with all hls hordes;
He who had the reputatlon
That the very Sun and the Moon
Did tremble to pass ‘over tanka, the Lord of the South
Went back with ‘all his hasts, _
While Tirumalrima, ‘was in his camp
In the Coral Mountain great!
THE EMBASSY OF ARKATAN
Raina said fo Adumdn now;
"Why do wé delay the battle still?
Say, who shall we send as our envoy to him?"
And Apuman replied: "My Lord! Ankatap,
Is the one to go to Ravana's court!"
Tirumal then. beckoned to Ankatan
And gently spoke to him: "O victorious son of Vvali"
Go you to Lanka as our ambassador.

And Ankatan, proud that he had been chosen
For this honour, went forthwith to Ravana.
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RAVANA SEATED IN HIS TARPAR
It were not casy to describe with ease
The splendour of the exalted Tarpar
In which the handsome emperor sat in state!
Amongst his race, he was the greatest!
Inspiring fear in his people;
In his beautiful, marble audience hall,
Enthroned sat the ruler of Lanka
With ten heads diademed bright! .
Gems of nine kinds like rubies flashed,
From his ten heads on his hill-like body;
The celestials scared of his might,
Performed his bidding; other demons
Were in plenty, to execute his cornmand'
Celestial maidens fanned him on either side with chowries
As, escorted by his ministers, and heralds
Prociaiming’ his various titles, and clearing the way
For his approach with batons, he came!
His arms adorned with pearl chaplets cool,
Sparkled with a splendid sheen!
His hand held a fulgurant magic sword;
His gemmed crowns shone, bright as the sun's rays,
Presenting a picture awe-inspiring and .splendiferous,

ANKATAN COMING TO SEE RAVANA

As proudly Ravana sat thus in state:

Like a lion in monkey form! -

'Golden Ankatan noisily entered the hall

Bright as the long-rayed sun, with every one
Looking oh with amazement at his sudden entry!
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148.

Fearless he sat in the midst of the demons
In the hall: "Who are you that comes

Thus suddenly and sits as the equal of the kings?
What is your parentage? What message

Do you bring? Sirrah! stand up!

Speak, why you have come here? Sirrah!"
And Ankatan replied with equal scorn:

"1 do not have any regard within me for you.
Sirrah! I am going to give you

Much trouble, Sirrah! My name is Ankatan!
Sirrah! I am the son of mighty vaii"

valii'¥” son I am; Vali elder to long-lived Cukkirivan!
vali, ‘Sirrah!, who tied up in his tail,

All your heads, knocking them against

Many mountains! I am very like the Sun, Sirrah!
Ankatan I am! Straight release the chaste

Goddess; else, If you continue to do wrong

Rama will seize you like fish caught in the sea,
And slay you sure!

RAVANA'S DIPLOMATIC REPLY

As Ankatan declared that Rama

Would surely kill him, Ravana

Stood up in anger and said:

"You hail him as a king victorious,

Your valorous Rama! I have

Incarcerated his spouse, and the disgrace
That 1 have abducted his wife.

Will remain as long as the river Kaveri,
The Mountains, the seas and the rocky earth
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Last! Is it for such a man,

That you have come as the envoy? -
Your predecessor Ar_mumér_w neérly died!

But I set fire, to his tail, '
And drove him away:

I do not know where that witless monkey
Has gone now! But you, O- Ankata!

Stay with me; for your father

Was my brother! As the son

Of honoured Vali. my dear .boy,..

Be with me, by my side, without any harm!
Is it fair that you stay on the other side?
I shall help you to wreak Vengéé.nce~ ,
On those enemies who killed your mighty father!
I won't go back on this commitment:

You can also kill Cukkirivan; if we'

Were to slay Cukkifivap and- RAma,

it will be all the better' for you!
‘Tomorrow we shall do it!

Don't grieve (over your dead fafher)!

Do not hesitate or change

From this stand!’ Thus Ravana!

ANKATA'S REPLY

Hearing this, the son of Vali shaking
His single head, thus made reply!
"I am Ankata! ‘Will I join the demons
Because you have invited me?

"Blasphemy you have uttered, you sinner vile!
0 you who imprisoned golden Sita,
Making her suffer thus; Will a lion's whelp

* Join with a dhole, a brown dog?
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The Epic Eternal

Ati Narayana has come close to Lanka!
Will I leave the Lord's side,

And join a coward, unmanly like you?
Are you not going to release divine Sita?
Or, are you going to face the battle?
Because of a woman do you want

To meet your end?"

Thus challenged by Ankatan in words
Fearless and bold, evil-minded Ravana
Grew wrathful; with inflamed eyes

.He s‘hbutcd; "This monkey is like the one
Which came earlier and set fire to Lanka:
This must be killed at once!”

And Ankatan feariess arose, clapping his hands
And beating his thighs and cried:

"O Ravana, with your many boons!

Come Sirrah! Come, wrestle with me!

I will ruin your reputation!

Come fight with me,

If you are really so strong!"

ANKATAN BEGINS HIS FIGHT

149. Up he arose furious, toughening his limbs,
And twisting his tail, his anger kindled,
As when ghee is poured on raging flames!
He fell upon the demons
And battered them with a sound,
As if the earth were cracking!
He pushed them -into the earth thereafter!

150." While Ankatap’ raged;thus, the demon troops
Gathered together ‘with weapons like Varkicam'®?, Kuntam
Vaiyam'*, spear, trident, and-lances!

142. Varkicam

}- Ancient weapons ;of - war
143. Vaiyam .
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The Epic Eternai

Like a lion augrily he fought in directions eight,
With the troops encircling him!

All the while laughing at them,

Looking up at them, shouting at them,
Screeching at them, hissing at them,

He played with them as in a game with children!
Meditating on the Lord with the Ganga on his head.
And chantiing the name of Atinarayana

He leaped hither and thither, challenging them!
Myriads of demons died as he buffeted them
With his fists, in great wrath!

He broke them with his hands;

He kicked them;

A few millionis, he squeezed with his' mighty tail;
An equal number -he bit with his teeth!

Countless nombers, he killed,

By twisting off their heads and throwing them
Up in the sky! Sometimes he would

Chase the foes and use one of them

As a missile to throw at another!

Secing all this, Ravana grew

A little frightened and wondered at his rught.
Placing his finger on the tip of his nose!
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The Eplc Eternal

ANKATAN RETURNS TO RAMA

As thus large numbers of demons died at his hands
Ankatan went round the city, admiring its layout,
And retuined to Lord Rama saying: "Refuge O Lord!"
Refuge Lord Tirumal! refuge! I went

To Lanka of the demons, carrying your message:

I demanded the release of Sita:

Else, to be ready for war, I wamed him.

When the handsome Ravana had me surrounded,

I gave him good advice telling him

That the blue-hued Lord alone is his help.

Pren quickly I returned to your presence:

The rest is as my Lord pleases.

"All know now what is to be done:

Doubtless war is certain!" said.Rama.

And Vipisana also approved this.

Now Anpuman adorned with fragrant wreath,

Beating his thighs, stood before Kovinta

Ready to commence the deployment of the forces.

THE STRENGTH OF RAMA'S ARMY AND THE SIEGE
QF LANKA FORT

Bowing at Rama's feet, the twentyfour commanders
Of the seventy veflam Vapara armies
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The Eple. Eternal

With brother Lakshmansa, dear as life t6 R&ma,
Anuman, Jampavan, Ankatan, Nilap, Papacan

Vacantan and other chiefs left the encampment
Beside the Coral mountain! The armies-

Of the jasper-hued Lord neared Lanka fort

And Beseiged it in eight directions.

Realising the well-defended nature of the for

With its four portals, Lakshinana divided the forces
As ordered by Kovinta!l "Ge you Apumen of cool.speech,
With seventeen and one half ffe_lla‘{p‘; Vapara ttoops
Accompanied by Panaecan, Nildan Atittan!

Asd Kumutah and stand ig front of the eastern gate
Ready to commence the attack, ordered Lakshmana

ThHE MARCHING OF RAMAS ARMIES TG TAKE UP
THETR POSITIONS
At the entrance of the strongly-defended
Southern gate, stoad in battle-formation
Enterprising Jampavap with Vacantap and Kovintan
With seventeen and one half veflam troeps;
While at the westetn portal stoed an equal sumber
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i51.

Led by Kavantap and Cuvantan and others:

Now in the north gate stood

The rest of the armies with Aruman  and the Lord
Younger to him who measured the earth,

And began their war-game in preparation

For the actual battle! ‘

Upon a platform well-decorated with gems

Sat the Lord with the. good: Vipisana! -

Brother to the evil Ravana (expert in wicked deeds)
Who had imprisoned princess Sita

TFhus did the Lord and handsome Lakshmana

Stand prepared for the battle with the foes.

ATIKAYAN COMING TO FIGHT WITH THE

BESIEGING ARMY

As the Vanara legions thronged the city-gates

The cruel demon who had once lifted

Mount Kailas with his arms,

His crowned head shaking in_anger,

Summoned his’ son Atlkayan and ordered him

"Go you and kill all these monkey regiments

Drive them away!"

" Obeying his father's: order,

In strength did Atikdyan march towards the enemy.
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152. Atikayan began his march riding 4 blameless steed,
Accompanied by chariots, and the infantrymen
In strength, with other chieftains and ministers,
While the noble pennons and flags of the regiments
Shone brighter than the red sun's rays: »
And myriads of these pitiless demans
Marched only to their certain death!
When the innumerable forces of Atikayan stood ready;
The commander prepared himself for the engagement,
Cheerfully bathing in holy springs,
Daubing fragrant powders on his body,
With plump. ¢onches resounding;
Garments sparkling with rubies, covered his. body,
Besides a coat adorned with ornaments of pure gold!
Going up to his father; to get his blessings
Before the battle, he said to him;
"My Lord! my Sire! the deaths of handsome Lakkanan
And enterprising Aksayakumaran and their regiments,
I shall avenge'
Give me your powerful magic sword
In the space of half a nalikai
I shall drive’ awgy these monkeys."

RAVANA BLESSING' HIM.AND GIVING HIM THE SWORD

Pleased with his son, who swore

To. drive away the enemies, Ravana (With victorious crown)
Gave the magic sword obtained as a- boon

To his son, blessing: him; ‘

"Go you in the vanguard of your troops!”

You are sure to conquer!

Adorning him with jewels,

He extended his hands before his son as a mark of blcsving
And protection, and encouraged him with brave words.
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THE ADVICE OF MANTOTAR!

As Ravana was sending his son

With words of encouragement to join battle

Wiih the enemy forces, she who gave birth to him
Queen Mantotari, rushed up;

And embracing her son she appealed

To him: "Dear boy! How can you go to fight thus?
Please do not go to the field,

How can anyone get victory,

After imprisoning princess Sita?

Your father, he dismissed the advice

Given by his brother (Vipisana);

And your uncle disillusioned with your father,

Has left his side to join with. Rama

This is deadlier far, than an arrow;

Dear son! My heart is stricken sore;

I suffer in anguish! we are all ruined!

If you go to battle, I will be lost;

Do unot go!"

ATIKAYAN'S REPLY

"O mother who prevents me from going to war;
Is it fair on my part

To refuse the king's orders?

The magic sword is there for me to use,
Which my Lord received from Siva at Kailas!
It is time now to test its sharpness, mother!

I shall smash to smithereens the Vanara troops;
I shall defeat the men who lead them!

Mother, cheerfully give farewell to me

I pray you!"
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Seeing ‘her 'son praying for her permission,
 Maniotari- said: "If the father who sired you

Were bent on ruining you, of what use

Is all my weeping: can fate be avoided?

All right, my dear boy! go you to battle;

May you fare well!”

And when Atikayan, handsome as a painted picture

Climbed into his war-chariot,

The inauspicious crow did obstruct, and the lizard,

From its tree did clack, presaging evil!

But unworried about either omen,

With limitless forces of horses and soldiers

He went through the Eastern portal to battle

With the Vapara troops, which threw

Hillocks themselves as missiles at him!

THE BATTLE BETWEEN LAKSHMANA AND ATIKAYAN

Whern Atikayan emerged from the eastern gate
The Lord sent for the wise younger brother
And enquired: "Who is this who comes,

With so many victorious challenges?"

And Vipisana said, it was Atikayan

A son of Ravana. Rama then ordered

His handsome brother, to engage Atikayan

In battle. Accepting this honour, Lakshmana
Without a word started for the battle field ,
Bowing to his loving brother Rama,

And taking Maruti and Ankatan with him,
Reached the eastern gate;

As Lakshmana younger to the Lord of the Earth, Tirumal,
Stood watching the conflict between the armies,
Heroic Anuman, -angrily uprooted ten hills,
Which, falling upon the demon-troops,

Smashed them; on seeing which Atikayan,
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All by himself ran after Apumap

And pommelled him with his fist:

The Vapara armies began to scatter;

On seeing which, Lakshmana stemmed
Their retreat, comforting dazed Anuman;
And praising the name of the Lord

And calling out to AtikAyan who was
Harassing the Vanaras, challenged him thus;
"O wicked demon! come near me

And fight! boldly you have come,

Only to lose your life!"

And_Atikayan wielding his magic sword,
Said: "So you_have come! Good! Let us see
Your valour and mine! this world

Wiil know who is greater!"”

Angrily the younger Lord leapt up

And lifting his bow and bending it,

Made to shoot his arrows at him,

"When Atikayan hit himself in fear.

THE DEATH OF ATIKAYAN

Running after the fleeing demon

Apuman jumped upon him,

And wrestled with him; Lakshmana now

Thrust aside Anuman and engaged

Atikayan himself in battle.

At last by an arrow shot by him

Atikayan fell dead, before the winking of an eye.

RAVANA AND MANTOTARI COMING TO KNOW OF
ATIKAYAN'S DEATH

153. The ten-headed demon chief
Came to know that Atikayan had fallen

oa
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154.

At Lakshmana's hands; Mantotari

Also coming to know about it,

She cried; "Ruined we are! you have

Destroyed my son,"” she accused Ravana.
Trembling all over and agitated,

The demon and his wife went to the baitlefield,
Where they saw their slain son:

And both did lament, heart-sore and grieving.

MANTOTARI'S LAMENT

"O my darling son! Have you fought
So well only to die, like a lion
Killed by an elephant? O my
Mighty Atikaya! Are you dead?

Did I not tell you not to go to war?
But you were so sure of victory!

Is it fair that you should die,

When your mother is alive,

And leaving vyour father so agitated.

.My boy! I am sore-siricken and crazed

With grief! The days of my life

Are nearing the end. Won't you look at me,
My son? My mind is agonised;

O my son, born to rule the earth!

You have died in battle, without wearing
The crown well-wrought!"

INTIRAJIT LAMENTING THE DEATH OF HIS
YOUNGER 83ROTHERS

Coming to know from the messengers

About the death of Ravana's sons;

And their warriors, and the encirclement

Of Lanka by the foes,

Intirajit leaving his fragrant abode

Among the clouds, ran up to the battle field,

And lamented the death of his dear brothers;

501
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"y ccmpanion and brother Adik3yan,
Takkana and Aksaval 1 am left alone
While all of vou are dead!
instead of living to perform obsequies
Tor gur parents nroperly,

& all of you were to go to Yama's world,
Who is (oere to Kesp company with me?

None there i3, O my brothers bandscme and geod looking!

1 shall not wear crmamenis hereafier;

Who is there to take our coffered wealth?
WGl other kings rake over our rensurss?
Hhat will our seldisrs thipk 2bamt ovr valour?
fow conld your hodies receive Ihe dans

Of these hunters from the wosds‘?

le it fate that you should die at thetr hands
Thus weeping Intirajit swore o himeell

"In a moement [ shall Kl the men

Who defeated my brother!® Beating his breast,
In grief, and carying the slain heroes,

He came tp Ri3vena in his palace,

Where stocd =zl the ministers tongue-tied
With sorrow, by the side of Ravapa.

REVENA TAKES COUNSEL WITH HIS MIMISTERS
As the ministers stood ropnd bim, Ravepa
Said to them: "AHl of you are assembled bere
To diecuss who chould be sert as cormmander
Of our forces to take the life «f him
Who killed my son Auk3yan."

1 am here' said Intiraiit, o vanquish

Qur foes, slay them all and avenge the

Death of my brothers.” And Ravana agreed.
The decision was approved by ail the ministers
And other leaders assembled there.
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156.

157.

‘1he hot sun gradually sank in the western main; .
The wise Lakshmana went up to Lord Rama

And bowed at his feet. "O younger

Brother! What news from the front?"

And he replied; "The armies led by

Atikdyan of massive frame clothed with flesh,
Were myriads; but all, all of them were
Annibilated by ng Anuman;

Capable Atikéyar} by me was slain." .

RAMA REJOICING AT THE VICTOKRY

As: Lakshmana gave him the news of victory
In the day's battle, Matava rejoiced

And went to bed happily in his abode.

The next day rising before dawn

Tirumal, (Father of Manmath)

Performed his morning rituals in due form.

INTIRAJIT GETTING READY FOR BATTLE
Planning for the battle, Intirajit
Gathered his armies together, proudly swearing
That he would surely defeat the-human foes;
While Mantotari encountered her husband
Surrounded by the chiefs of the city and ministers
And spoke to him thus.

'THE PROTESTS OF MANTOTARI
Seeing her Lord, she said; "My Lord!
You did imprison the princess Sita!
In the battle so far, many people have died;
You will be laughed at, if still
You go to battle today with the same foes!
King of Kings! This I have said to you
Ih the name of the Lord of the Universe,
Rord Siva! Perpend and be wise!” '
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The Epic Eternal

INTIRAJIT LEAVING FOR THE BATTLE FIELD

158. Even after listening to his- qucen's protest,

159

Ravana turned to his son and ordered him

To go to fight against the men on the other side;
Like the billowy sea-the army marched;

Chariots, elephants, horses and menj

With the war-drums resounding

And the trumpets blowing wildly!

ANUMAN AND LAKSHMANA OPPOSE INTIRAJIT

Band after band of demon forces,

Thirty three crores of them in close formation,
Marched to the sound of bugles and trumpets,
Under the command of Intirajit

His titles announced by heralds,

And lance-eyed damsels, fanning him with chowries;
Seeing the mighty army on the march
Realizing the fury of the enemy forces,

The monkeys grinning in fear ran back
Noisely before Intirajit; whick seeing,

A messenger ran up to Lord Rama,

{Spouse of Sita with lotus-face)

And reported to him: "Our monkey bands,
Are stampeding in fear

Of the fierce son of the demon-king."

And Bswpe hearing this bethought to himself:
"The fatigueless son of Ravana has come,
With whom our monkeys are not strong enough
To fight, And turning to his younger brother,
Asked him to take command for the day:
Accompanied by Apuman, Lakshmana

Engaged Intirajit in battle fierce.
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The Eplc Eternal

INTIRAJIT RETREATING: AND:. GOING:: AWAY:: F@:
PERFORM A SACRIFICE

Opposing Intirajit, Lakshmana:bent his bow: .

- And shot his arrows.like a downpour of . rain . .

At the enemy; the: huge. army,, . .

Its leaders. and the ministers fell before them

Seeing which the d&mmns, som afraid; of

Lord Tirumal's wrath, hid’ hlmse]f in. the clouds~

And under cover of the nimbi prqpared

To perform a sacrifice to make him invincible.

Hearing from a messenger that Intirajit

Had: left the field,, the ten-headed demon, . .

Fook command of the: forces; and gett{ng

Into a chariot, with his numerous troops,

Covermg the field entire, valorously

He fought a battle fierce with Rama .

And Rakurama, the true, rained. a shower

Of arrows against the demeon armies,

Decapitating them all; disheartened: at this, -

Still, Ravana wondered at this feat

Of arms placing his finger on his nose,

And like an ichorous tusker fleeing

Before a lion powerful, he left the field,

Dismayed at the Lord's powers.

THE GREATNESS OF RAVANA
160. He who had.of yore fought °

With the cardinal elephants eight,
Who had lifted Mt Kailas .
With his mighty arms; who:-had chastised .
With his tongue, the sages devoted to Tirumal;..
Who wore on his garlanded heads, :
Gemmed diadems ten; retreated: from the field,
Leaving behind his magic sword . :

~ That Lord Siva himself gave,

” Along with his own valour!
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The Epic Eternal ’ ©OBiY:

RAVANA'S - DESPONDENCY

161. He would not look at women of his own’

Nor celestial damsels; ashamed toc,

He would not lock 2t his beloved Maniotari

Nor was he interested ® enjoying,

The sight of lovely woron doncing,

(Theiv teesses, adorned with fragrant flowers)

Only bis eyes bent iowards the ground,

As he walked dejected, back to his palace!

INITRAJIT COMING TO HIS FATHER WITH THE
NAKAPACAM' WEAPQON
162. Disturbed in mind ard disconsolate, -

His heart heevy with shame and sorrow,

Ravana ordered that his son Makanatan

Be brought before him at once.

The eager messenger swifily flew,

To Intirajit; to whom he told the day's debacle,

Their losses and their sufferings;

And he too grew frightened on hearing it;

But determined to retrieve the suffering

Of his father who had reared him,

He picked up his own deadly weapon,

Nakapacam and reached the audience hall,

Where Ravana waited; and bowed at his feet!

INTIRAJIT GOING INTO BAYTTLE
On seeing Iniirajit with his dreadful dart,
All present, grew terrified!
Accompanied by millions and millions of forces,
Foot soldiers, chariots, and war-elephants,
With countless counsellors, capable captains,

144. Nakapacam,- A dreaded weapon - the Serpent Noose
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With drums and tumbrils, bugles and pipes
Resounding like thunder in the sky

(Dancing women celebrating the event;)

And the thronging armies eagerly pressing forward
Brightly did Intirajit take the field!

Which the pure-hearted Lakshmana witnessing,
Opposed him as commanded by Lord Rama.

The multitudinous shower of arrows

Discharged by Lakshmana's great bow

Threw into wild disarray the demon armies!

INTIRAJIT SHOOTS HIS NAKAPACAM

Seeing the destruction of his forces

Intirajit grew wrathful and with louring laoks
And gnashing of teeth,

He fixed the dreaded Nakapacam and shot it.
At Rama's army. Furiously did the dart
Encircle the monkey-army and its leaders,
And all of them did fall mortally hurt,

And all unconscious! Rama the embodiment
Of Grace, grew sad at the outcome

Of Intirajit's terrible weapon,

As everyone (including Lakshmana)

Was lying prone upon the field.

KARUTAN COMING TO REMOVE THE EFFECT OF THE
VENOMOUS DART

As Rama dazed at the sight, was wondering
What next was to be done to counteract
The wily demon's action, perspicacious Vipisana,
Came up to the Lord and bowing, said to him!
"Inspiring fear all round is Intirajit's action,
Terrifying all hearts, O emerald-hued Lord!,
The power of his weapon charged with the venom
Of serpents, will fly away
If Karutan were to come.”
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10a

As Tirumal-Rama's call summoning Karutan
Reached the ears of Karutan in Vaikunfem
Anxious for the victory of Sridhara,

His master, the giant-bird with

Supernatural strength left his abode;

Uprose he beating his wings!

The very rock-cliffs did shatter to pieces;
Beasts and birds did tremble!

Rocking the many worlds in the universe,

He came, while the two hundred and twenty four
Youthful orbs did shake and shiver!

With coliars and carcanets and crowns,
Sparkling with gems, on his ruddy body

And white neck, his retund beak curved in shape,
He came, the pleasant mount of the Lord
With red-streaked eyes, who destroys

All treachery and guile and nescience

That .cause the cycle endless, of birth and death;
At the noise made by the giant-bird,

Flying aloft, and his great call,

The mountains eight and cardinal elephants
And the seven seas huge, trembled in dismay;
And roared in fearful agitation!

At the sound of his tinkling anklets

(Taptai, Carankai, Kipkipi and Cilampu),

The demons fiercer than arrows,

And the thousand and eight peaks

Of Kailas did tremble!

The directions eight went haywire!

Aticésan himself slunk in fear;

As crossing swiftly the isle of Jambolan

And all the universes, the great Karutan,
Landed in Lanka at the feet

Of the Lord, crying "Refuge, O Lord,
Adorned with coach and Discus!"
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KARUTAN BREAKING THE SPELI. OF NAKAPASAM AS

ORDERED BY RAMA

As Karutap sang the praises of the Lord,

Crying 'Refuge, Refuge' at the feetsof him

Who cuts the cycle of birth and death,

(Who has in his chest the eight Goddesses Lakshmi ensconced)

Karutan asked Lord Hari

(Who incarnated as Narasinka

To destroy Hiraniyan in an earlier avatar),

Why he was summoned by Him.

The Lord, who gave to Vipisana

The rule over Lanka land, said;

"M}; Karutan mount, radiating golden light

Bright as the sun's rays!

The evil sinner Intirajit has tied us

All up, and rendered unconscious

Even Lakshmana. You have to counter

Its venomous effect, pulverise the dart

To pieces and restore to life,

Qur Vanara forces entire,”

And the great bird circled Lanka city

Round upon round! and by the air

From the flapping of its wings,

The delusive power of the dreaded dart,

Was broken straightway!

The poisonous effect was removed for good

The Vanaras all rose with a roar,

And prostrate before the blue-hued Lord

Did fall! It was a marvel,

That happened truly; as they

Rose and spread over all the field;

‘While the miraculous bird, happily returned,

To its seat in Vaikuntam
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163.

164.

As the reputed mount of the Lord, returned to Vaiku-gam,
Intirajit who rejoiced. at -first

That the Nakapdcam acquired by his askesis

Jad destroyed the Vapara forces,

Became sad again om secing Rama's troops

Back on their legs, alive and kicking,

Encircling Lanka again! "It is my fate

That even my invincible Nakapacam

Has been rendered ineffective."

RAVANA BERATES INTIRAJIT
Lakshmana and the sturdy Vapara chieftains
And thronging bands of Vapsras,
Encircled Lanka: hearing their boisterous uproar
The demon-chief angrily rose from his seat,
And chastised Intirajit thus:
"You ignornant fool! you have not cared
To execute my order. How could I have
Chosen you to lead my troops?
You boasted that your -serpent-dart
Was absolute in its lethal power:
Like a keen serving-man, yoh came near
And spoke lies to me; ruined we
Are, my son! Had anyone else
Lied thus to me, I would have
Cut him to pieces for obstructing
My plans because of his incapacity.”
And now himself putting on his armour
And wearing omameiits, the powerful demom
Prepared to go into the battle.
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RAVANA TAKING THE FIELD AGAINST RAMA
Summoning quickly his forces escorted by
Three hundred crores of milling troops
Raring to fight, while the musical instruments
Resounded, he stepped out for battle!
Radiant Mantétari tried her best

To prevent his departure, in ‘vain!
Innumerable weapons shone bright

As Ravana happily emerged through

The northern gate with cheer in his heart,
While his crowns dazzled on his heads,

A crore of chariots accompanied him.

As ten-headed Ravapa ctimbed onto

His royal chariot and left for the field

At the head of his army, he saw

Xamws s forces huge as the ocean!

And full of wrath he took up

His bow aiid shot a deadly arrow

At his brother Vipisana beside

The brothers, but Lakshmana standing near
Pushed him aside, and received the powerful
Dart intended for Vipisana; pierced

By Ravana's arrow, which entered his chest
Lakshmana fell down unconscious and hurt.

THE DISMAY OF RAMAAND HIS ARMY
Seeing his brother fall, the emerald-hued one
Grieved sore at heart; and seeing the Lord's anguish
The Vénaras stood in dejection great,

Jampavan, great Apuman and all the tribes,
Now bowed at the Lord's feet,
As if to comfort him.

ANUMAN'S FIGHT WITH RAVANA

Apumap now ram upto Ravana
And looking him in the face
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Challenged him thus: "Did you think
Our young Lord rakshmaia is a wezkling
That you shot yowr dart at him?

fou ate a coward, Simah!” And so saying
He gave a mighiy sciow to him

Upon his chesi! It was like an arrow
Piercing a plantain swein; the blood
Pouring out of the decaon’s chest ran
Like a hoc strcam waile 22 tusks

Of the elephants thar had embedded \
Within his mighty chest, feil down in a shower;
Ravana stood belpless, dazed by the powerful
Blow; agitated in mind and crazed,

He cried to Anuman; "Are you Intiran?

Is your hand of flesh and hood?

Or an iron pestlz? Are you

The Moon or Sun or God of death?

O! you who came as an envoy to Japaki,
You little monkey! you have whacked

Me with your fist, How can I

Survive your blow? See, Sirrah!

The blood pouring profusely! seeing you
My troops are running helter-skelter,
Crying in fear! Enough, Sirrah!

I am ioo baffled to fight with you:

O you sinner! you are no monkey;

See Sirrah, my armies are trembling.
Before you, withered and lifeiess!

There is none so brave as you

Before the might of my bow!

But surely, you are a wicked fellow."

ANUMAN'S REPLY
"You call me brave! but vou are
Truly brave, O demon powerful!
You havg received my blow,
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And only become weak thereby:

Listen demon! anyone else would

Have fallen down with a single blow

From my fist! Lofty demon!

Amongst all in your army,

You are truly the strongest!

But T hit you only once,

As I want my Lord's arrow

To find its mark into you!

Else, had I clouted you once more"

You had fallen dead without a doubt!

See, there is Rakurama's arrow,

Waiting to avenge the insult

Of your shooting at his younger brother!
Telling Ravana that Rama's arrow was there
To take care of him, Anuman

Came back to mighty-armed Rama

Adorned with wreaths of sacred-basii!

His face beautiful like the pure Moon,
Sorrowing at the absence of his spouse;

Said the Lord to Apuman now: "Oh what is there
For us left to do now? Leaving the kingdom
We came to dwell in the wilderness;

Whilst there, I lost my beloved wife!
Collecting together the Vapara troops sent out
To Search for her, ‘we came here at last.

I cannot bear even to see my brother wilt;
Dear as my own life, Lakshmana of noble virtue:
But I have to bear now his loss.

If T were to go back to Ayotti city.

They are sure to ask of me

"Where is "your beloved brother

Oh, where is the gentle Sita, the good woman
O Noble Rama? What fair reply can I make
To them? To the mothers and to the people
Of the land, Oh, what can I say?"
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RAMAS GRIEF AT THE DEATH OF HIS
BRUTHER
165. "As ordained by the Lord of the Vadas,
Was 1t not enough to part from father and mother
And leave Ayotti city and lose Sita,
Bright as lightning? Should I lose you too,
O brother mine, ever inseparate from me?
Can I survive your great loss?”

166. One can seek far and get a wife; on earth.
One can acquire children or garments fine:
But where can I get a brother like you, ever close to me
In life and action, almost. & part of my own body?
How c¢an I survive after lesing you?

LAKSHMANA REVIVES

167. O my dear younger brother, 1 know not
How to live after you have left me;
No, not for a day will I exist without you;
Is there no God! Is Siva's grace no langér With us,
No longer with me, son of Tacarata?
Oh! if it is true that this hand of mine
Slew the demoness Tatakai; that this foot of mine
Redeemed the curse of Akalikai and that this hand
Again, broke the mighty bow in Mitilai;
If it is true that Japaki is a chaste,
Kshatriya woman: if it is true that
Holy sages have given us boons; that sage Vaciftar
Of great askesis is my primal preceptor.
If it is true that I will surely vanquish Ravana,,
Then my brother shall retumn to life
Wholly unaffected, the same Lakshmans as befmpi"

Swearing thus, meditating upon the mysiic peniagd.
He gently caressed his bruther with his bgautiful band,

And Lakshmana woke up as if from slep!
Strong as adamant and -unharmed, rose Lakshmana,

n

sar
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As the ruddy hand that ever protects the celestials,
Was placed by the Lord upon his brother's chest!
As Lakshmana got up and adored the Lord,

All the troops standing by marvelled

At this miracle! Said the Lord, "I shall not rest
Till I destroy Ravana who fearlessly

Shot at my brother, whoever may war against me:
This is certain!" And now once more,

The Vanara legions did strongly invest

The enemy's fort, terrifying the demons within.

RAVANA DELIBERATES WITH HIS MINISTERS

The ten-headed once saw all this

And worried, spoke this: "Whom shall we
Send to conquer these foes?

If T were to go myself,

The wound on my chest is not healed yet,
Caused by heroic Anuman:

My noble sons Atikayan, Lakkanan and Aksayan
Are all dead. There is only Intirajit who can
Defeat the enemy at the gate! Go someone
And fetch my son here." And when

Intirajit arrived, Ravanpa told him: "Yesterday
You boasted that you had tied them up

With Nakapacam: when you went

Back to your abode in the clouds

Here on the field, I got punched on my chest,
Before which I had killed Rama's younger brother,
But lo! the dead came back to life: even death
Seems to be scared of them. If we are not
Seen on the battle field soon,

Surely they will cause havoc

And capture our city: see there!

Ring after ring of monkey regiments!

Look at their haughtiness, well-rested after
Their sleep of Death! Go you now into the field
And chase the monkeys back to their jungles.”
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The Epic Eternal

INTIRAJIT GATHERING HIS ARMIES FOR THE BATTLE

168.

11a

Making his obeisances to his father who blessed him
That he may gain victory, Mékanatan gathered
Together fierce troops many; and surrounded

By his counsellors, band after band of them,

He prepared for the battle, to the wonderment
Of the citizens! Dressed splendidly with enchanting
Chaplets diademed with a crown of pearl,

Ruby and other precious gems, he climbed

On to his chariot beautiful, his bow in his hand!
Bedaubed he was with sandal-paste and kumkum,
And fragrant civet on his body and bedecked
With garlands woven of many flowers!

His ministers crowded around him.

Thus, while the instruments played musically,

In tune with the drums resounding,

He came upto the field and looked

At the Vanara forces. The sinner demon's eyes
Emitted sparks of fire, at which the very moon
Lambent, did flee in fear! Breathing fire, his
Mouth puffing smoke, he appeared a terror

To the huge army of monkeys!

INTIRAJIT ABUSING VIPISANA

Standing on the deck of his chariot,

He stared with wrathful eyes ruddy,

At Vipisana on the other side!

Clapping his hands to draw his attention,
He approached him and began

To abuse him roundly; "You are =

The wicked uncle, who rendered ineffective
My deadly dart of the serpent,

With the poison-sac! Aren't you

The shameless ignoble one? Like ghee before fire,
You will be consumed sure!"
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The Epic Eternal

169.

"Where is Rama? Where is his brother?

A king you are and my father's own brother!
But you have allied yourself

With the hunters of the forest, with whom,
You are planning to kill,

Your elder brother! Ruining your name,
You have invited ill-repute from other!
Leaving at home your wife

(With kohl-fed eyes,) you have

Placed your daughter Tiricatai

As a friend and companion to Sita!

You have decided to kill the children

Of your brother; you have joined

Wholly with-mere humans!

You have shifted away from the

Great city of your parents and forebears!
Do you hope to live peacefully?

Like a ghoul you blink tongue-tied

And shame-faced! Those who made you great
Will die today! If you come to my place
I shall kill you also; Kill you I shall,

You witless fool! How could a coward
Like you be born in the demon-race?

O you have chosen to die,

Not caring for our opulence, O uncle!

You have lost your sense of shame!

Surely you are lost forever!" Thus,

In wrath extreme he chastised his uncle.

INTIRAJIT SPEAKS OF .ANUMAN
Riding on his powerful horse, Intirajit
Full of manly valour went up in the air,
Scorning the ground, and utiered challenges
To Lakshmana and Anuman never-submissive;
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The Epic Eternal 535

"Are you the monkey whose tail was set fire to®
Monkey, come thou to fight with me!

‘1 shall tear your mouth and kill you:

Aren't you one of the chiefs of the monkey army
Of king Rama who lost his wife?"

THE MARTIAL VALOUR OF INTIRAJNT
Thus proudly challenging his foes, Intirajit
.Bent his bow and began to shoot
His arrows at them: mouths agape, the Vaparas
In consternation did fly from the field!
Then drawing his magic sword from the scabbard,
In all the eight directions, he wielded it )
Against the monkey bands; wheeling now to the right
And now to the left preventing their escape,
Like a gale, he destroyed the foes,
Using the weapon irresistible, the dart of Brahma!
Intc pieces fell the. monkeys! See how the Vaparas
All of them lie in the field mutilated to many pieces!
See the Piramastiram'* causing havoc!
Legs and hands, severed, do fiy in the air!
The divine weapon killed all in various ways;
The leaders and the commanders all of them did die;
Some that became dazed and witless,
Died soon after, along with the troops:
The young Lord Lakshmana also fell.

145 Wiramastireen - The most powerful and invincible weapon in a warrior's quiver.
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The Epic Eternal 537

INTIRAJIT RETURNING TO RAVANA ‘REPORTS TO HIM

ABOUT HIS EXPLOIT

Going back to his father, Intirajit bowed to him

And told him how he had cut to pieces

With the help of the Piramastiram |akshmana

Along with the enemy forces entire,

And how he had chastised his uncle Vipisana.

On hearing which the demon-chief was pleased,

As he sat with his son on a dais of beaten gold.

HRAMA VIEWING THE CARNAGE IN THE FIELD

Alone stood Rama disconsolate and grieving,
When he was joined by Jampavan and Vipisana
Devotees of Matavarama; the three of them
Went round the field and saw all the troops
Lying dead -except handsome Anuman,

Who rose and canie up to his master.
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The Eplc.Eternal

RAMA TAKES COUNSEL WITH THE LEADERS PRESENT

As the four of them stood in angulsh
Wondering what was to be doncz ‘next, '
Kévinta spoke thus to them; "O, the smner
Intirajit has killed all our forces:

What is the way to restore them to life!"

IT IS RESOLVED TO BRING THE HERB FROM
SANJEEVI MOUNTALN

And the Lord said to Ani#nan

"Beyond the Arunachala hill, potth of.argent Kallas
And going beyond the golden Mount Marg,
Crossing lakes and flowery groves, south of the sea
In the north, is the mountain called Sanjeeyi!}4®
As it contains a life-restoring hérb

If it is brought here, the dead will come

Back to life! O, Apuman! Who guﬁ‘rds us ever

As eyes are guarded! go you and bring

The timely revivifying herb; Sanjecvi!

Quickly go and return soon."

In a moment Anuman stretched himself

And leaping up in the 4dir, went Northi,
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146. Sanjeevi - Legendary hill in the North where the life-restoring herb Carcivi is said to

grow
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The Epic -Eternal

170.

171.

And as ordered by the Lord, tried to identify

The three rare plants growing there; pressed for time,
He uprooted the hill entire and came back

To Lanka! Even as Siva in Kailas was telling,
Sakihi his spouse; "Tomorrow we shall see Rama's fight!"
In the space of half a nglikai Anuman

Came back to great Rama holding aloft

The medicinal mountain in his hand!

The powerful aroma from the life-giving herb

Did revive at once all those,

Who were slain by the divine weapon!

THE VANARAS REJOICE

The revivified Vaparas and their leaders
Lakshmana, Vipisana and the ministers

- Bowed at the feet of Lord Rama crying;

"Refuge, refuge!" All the troops that had died

And come back to life cried, "Refuge, cloud-hued Rakava!”
Roaring boisterously that they would end the lives

Of the troublesome demons, they surged

Towards the gates again.

Again they went close to the ramparts
And looking at the battlement they shouted
And hissed in anger; at which the demons
Retreated in confusion helter-skelter.
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The Epic Eternal 543

INTIRAJIT PREPARING TO PERFORM A SPECIAL
SACRIFICE

When the great demon emperor became agitated
Like curds when churned by a chﬁming—rod,
His son worried sorely at the miracle

Of the dead coming back to life,

Went up behind the clouds

To perform a sacrifice extraordinary,

For acquiring special weapons for use

Against the foes;/whiclhi seeing, Vipisana

Began to wonder at the smoke exceeding
Coming out of the cloud:

"He.who was thinking of death, Intirajit, is now
Performing some sacrifice mysterious! -

If he successfully completes it, irresistible
Weapons deadly, he would acquire!

The fellow will vanquish all others then:
Anuman must go and destroy the Yagna

Before that happens," said Vipisana

ANUMAN DESTROYING THE SACRIFICE (NIKUMPALAI)

12

As suggested by Vipisana, Anuman

Went to the place where Intirajit was performing
The great sacrifice and leaping upon it

He stamped out the Yagna! Enraged

At this, Intirajit, realising it must have been
The work of Vipisana, swore to kill his. uncle
And taking up his bow, he sought out Vipisana
To shoot him dead with his long arrows.
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The Epic Eternal

THE BATTLE BETWEEN INTIRAJIT AND [AKSHMANA

And now the young Lord Lakshmana engaged
Indignant Intirajit in battle fierce;

Here now, now there and all over the field, they fought!
As Lakshmana stood on the ground, the son of the demon
Adept in slaying foes, Intirajit, stood in the sky!

As they engaged each the other,

Maruti came up to Lakshmana and lifted him

On to his shoulders and from this vantage of height,
Lakshmana fought a close battle with the son

Of the wicked demon. It were not possible

To indite truly the great battle that

The brother of the cloud-hued Lord fought

With Intirajit, as Anuman became

The mount for him. Intirajit came down then

To the ground, to fight the young hero:

When Anuman chanting Rama's name

Hit him with his ruddy band, fierce as a lion.

He did hit him, he punched him, he pounded him
With his mighty hand, to the joy of the on-lookers!
Ferociously Anuman kicked him with his fzet

And stout-armed Intirajit shook all over,

His limbs trembling in pain.
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172.

123

"Anuman did go and beat him

And Intirajit did tremble heart sore and in pain’
Upon his hand holding the bow

And his face, upon his nose, he leaped

And whacked him!

"Ar_'numér_w did go and beat him

And Intirajit did tremble heart-sore and in pain
Abusing him harshly, seizing him firmly, |

He cried: "To you, O, deadly sinner who imprisoned
Our Sita! who will be left to perform your funeral rites
With fire and water?"

"Apuman did- go and beat him,

And Intirajit did tremble heart sore and in pain.
Saying: "The Lord did send me the other day

To Lanka as envoy to Mother Sita:

But you set fire to my tail! For that

Now you take this and this"

And thus Intirajit was beaten by Anuman

To his heart's content. '

"Anuman did go and beat him

And Intirajit did tremble heart sore and in-pain.”
For going behind the clouds to perform sacrifice,
For shooting the serpent-noose and the Pirammastiram
And for using your magic sword; '
For abusing Rama's name at the cost of your life"
Fittingly Apuman punched him in the mouth

The blood pouring out in jets.

“Anuman did go and beat him

And Intirajit did tremble heart-sore and in pain.”
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174.

As Anuman pumimelled him thus fiercely’

Making him writhe in pain, Mékanatan -

Came near and shot his arrows: Anumarn

Grew furious; the demons fled in fear;

When holdmg his bow majestlcally

Came the young Lord Lakshmana,

Swearing that he would provide

Feast sumptuous for Goddess Kah and her goblin bands!

Taking a few ‘darts, in_his hand

He shot them at the demons, multitudinous

As the round .ocean; and destroyed them.

Cluster after. cluster of them fell,

The innumerable millions sent to the upper worlc
By the arrows of Lakshmana

The counsellors, the mighty warriors, the elephants
Horses, all, all of them fell. The chariot-flags
Were cut; all demons Lanka had engendered

Fell: The endless numbers of demon hordes,
Achyuta's brother did annihilate!

ANUMAN SLAUGHTERING THE SOLDIERS

Roaring very like a lion, Anuman stood
Amidst the slaughtered ‘soldlers
As properly the brother of Kévinta

" Mounted on his shoulders, cut off the demons heads;

Celestlals and others gathered near.the brother,
Of Him adorned with the Conch and the Discus,

549,
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And praised his valour in destroying the huge forces
Of the enemy; while Ravana baffled

And confounded stayed within his fort!

The day belonged to Lakshmana!

The hunt of the demons was ended for the day;

By his remarkable valour, he pulverised

The evil forces, wiping them off by the roots.

THE JOY OF THE VANARAS AND THE SORROW OF

THE CITIZENS OF LANKA

As the wicked were rooted cut and blood ran

fn streams upon the battle-field,

Fhe monkeys danced in joy sbouting,

"Vanquished is Ravana!” Sated with

The feast of blood and gore, the very jackals,

Goblins of Goddess Kali and sprites yawned in the fuiness

Of their btejlies! The dead were not a few

Countless were those who lost their lives!

"Won't death be tired with his work

Of seizing lives in his powerful hand?"

Thus lamented and wailed, the cilizens

Of Lanka gathering in groups all over the city.

"As he abducted Goddess Lakshmi of ineffable greatness

And imprisoned her; he is going to die;

" His time is up!” some said.

As Anuman carried the yvoung Lord on his shoulders,

And fought with Intirajit,

How can I tell of the giory of their fight!

Lakshmana's prowess and valiancy in the batile

Could noi-b: adequately praised,

Nor indited in words!

THE DEATH OF INTIRAJIT

With anger unabated the younger lord
Shot a rain of arrows at the enemy,
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Where, alone stood -Intirajit!

Unretreating he - stood fighting, fierce as a tempest,
While Lakshmana bombarded him,

Like thunder at the end of the acont

See! see, the dance of death in the field,

As the Lord younger to the jasper-hued one,
Choosing a weapon granted- by -the sages,

(The dart of Supreme Iswara himself, when he
Incinerated with sn:nle the triple cities great)
And chantmg the name of v1ctonous Rakurama,
He shot it at Intlrajlt

And down he fell' The weapon cut off Intlra_uts head,
And carrying it aloft, dlsplayed it

To Teventiran, the sages and the: celestials :
"This is the head of the cruel demon chief"
On earth it was shown all the fourteen worlds!
"The brother of Kakuttarama killed Intirajit! -

O men of learning! O kings of earth! .

This is the head!" thus.displaying it everywhere,
In a moment, .it brought it back

And dropped it on the lap of Ravana!

While the serpent-noose saying; "It was tor you
I tame to Lanka city in your care;

Now I go back to my abode”,

Straight went back into Tirumal's quiver.

RAVANA'S GRIEF

.His mind torn with grief, looking keenly

At his son's head, his heart trembling in -anguish,
Ravana \}vept and wept; "Oh like a jungle tiger

_You' went into the battle!

O you, who prepared for a sacrifice

"To’ acquire invincible weapons up behind the .clouds!.
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I shudder in agony; my innards are burning;

Your mother will rage in grief;

Killed by these men, you have been!

Oh, I have fallen in treachery!

Oh, my eldest is dead;

I put my faith in you, after your brothers' death;
O my dear son, dearer to me

Than all my opulent wealth! my crowned darling!
C you who conquered Intira in his heavenly abode!
As under .the white canopy of state

You promenaded majestically,

With my twenty eyes, I proudly enjoyed the sight
Of your manly greatness! When can I see it again?
The goodly land of Lanka is ruined :

Oh, kings will laugh, that Ravana has lost;

My dear son, sweet as honey! dearer than my own eyes!
Oh, my heart is agitated; Your mother

Mantotari will be heart-broken and sore anguished".

THE LAMENT OF MANT@TARI

The doe-eyed Mantotari came running up
On hearing of this calamity,

And falling at Ravana's feet, she lamented :
"O my young king, Intirajit! Inspite of my advice
To avoid going to the field,

You went there and lost your life!

O son! my womb is burning!

The Lord of heaven and celestial-damsels
Will have no fear of death now!

Instead of ruling over Lanka city,

Because of the arrogance of your father,
Yama has caught you in his grip;
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Oh, you used to do as you pleased

And enjoy~yourself with lovely damsels;
Entering the clouds, you did begin

The sacrifice for vanquishing the foes.

I did not see you come, back alive.

I still thought that you would defeat

The men who challenged you to fight :

O son! Is it fate that you should die thus,

At the hands of the enemy?

Oh, who is going to rule Lanka now?

O my darling son! lovely in form as a painting!
Q Lord of hundred crores of chariots,

O you who defeated Teventiran in a moment!
Mere men and monkeys fought against you,
And yet you have died!

Your uncle has become your enemy;

Oh, where was your magic sword, when the men
Shot the arrows at you and killed you?"

Thus his magic sword becoming ineffective,

His strength rendered useless, losing his manly prowess
That forced Intira and the Gods

To do humble service to him,

His powerful serpent-noose no longer with him.
Intirajit fell! with him in ruins,

Fell great Lanka!

THE GREAT SORROW CAUSED BY THE DEATH

OF INTIRAJIT

The celestials all, did rejoice

At the loss to Lanka that day!

At the feet of Primal Narayana, the Gods showered flowers!

While Ravana who went into his palace, grew

Desolate and disconsolate;

Beating his face with his hands,

He rolled on the ground in grief;
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The Epic Eternal

He wailed acd wailed; "O my dear son!

My darling, whom I brought up with loving care!

O Intirajit! dead you are!

Who is going to be my help now?

O wretched boy! I put my faith in you;

Though myriads of forces and tuskers

Had been destroyed on our side.

Oh, did Yama seize you without reckoning your greatness?"
As Mantotari fell on his body and cried thus,

The ten-headed one and the ministers,

The regiments of brave chieftains assembled there

On all sides, all, all did cry!
All the citizens of Lanka did cry and cry!

THE EFFORTS OF THE WARRIORS TO WAKE UP

KUMPAKARNAN

Now all his ministers together comforted Ravana

In his grief, and he decided now

To wake up Kumpakarnap unconquerable by any one.
The good Kumpakarnan in days past had performed
Penance severe, desiring eternal life:

Lord Siva granted the boon;

But Tirumal later changed the boon

From ‘eternal life' to 'slumber'!#’

From that day till the day Intirajit fell,

Kumpakarnan had been asleep!

"O wake up Kumpakarnan, lying like a mountain huge!
Wake up” said they, and beat him and stamped upon him
With hundereds of iron pestles; but he slept on,

As if his fond mother was patting him on his lap!

559

147. Slumber etc. - Kumpakarnan lost his bid for eternal life on earth when he asked

for Nittirai instead of Nittiyam

13
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The Epic Eternal

177.

178.

The drums and pipes rumbled like thunder
Accompanied by lightning; but the gargantuan demon
Lay undisturbed as if a lullaby was sung to him!
Unhesitatingly, flocks of sheep, herds of cattle
Brigades of elephants and troops of horses

And droves of camels,

Trampled upon him with their hooves;

‘And at last, slowly Kumpakarnan, opened his eyes.

And shaking himself this way and that,

Got up from his slumber deep!

Then Ravana holding him in his hands wept,
And at the news of Intirajit's death,
Kumpakarnan too wept in grief;

A while after,_the two brothers sat down,

To take counsel on what was to be done next.

KUMPAKARNAN SPEAKS TO RAVANA

"O brother, capable of action valorous!
Where has all your prowess gone?

‘Where has gone your manly courage?

Where are your horses with well-cut manes?

Where are your sons and their troops?

The great Atikdyan, the true, and Intirajit, the brave?
O brother all these have gone,

Because of the lady Sita in durance."

KUMPAKARNAN'S ADVICE

"O brother, O brother, because of a woman called Sita
You have lost all prosperity;

You have lost you armies of chariots,

Horses and infantry men; you have lost

Land, territory and kingdom,

And your sons; having lost all,

Still you say you will not let go Sita!
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The Epic Eternal

13a

O brother! mv ‘king! listen to. me
As 1 give you advice due and proper!
Let all of us who are left

(After the death.of all who have gone)
Save ourselves; if you release Sita
(With tresses adorned with ‘honey-dripping flowers)
There is nothing wrong in it.

No one will come against us then;
This is good advice that I give you,
If you let her go, we can survive :

If you still obstinately refuse

To release the golden Princess,

Certain it is we will all be killed.”

THE WRATH OF RAVANA

As thus his brother gave advice, bold and true,
‘Wrathful Ravana shouted : "Before your eyes

I shall go, and cut those men down to pieces!
You will see the famous «ama and his brother
Slain by my hands! Oh, why do you speak
Unpleasing words to me? Go back

To where you came from and continue your sleep!"

KUMPAKARNAN'S REPLY

"Brother, cleverly you have talked to me,
As if you are wiser than all others!
Don't they still have the arrow

That slew valorous Intirajit?

Forget not that our brother Vipisana,

Has gone over to them; and he is theré
To guide them every now and then,

And surely their side alone will win."

RAVANA'S REPLY
"Brother! I carenot who stands with me
Or who goes; even if I lose my life,
Release Sita, 1 will not!
Don't you talk to me; go- hence."
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The Eplc Eternal

179. Entering the chamber, he chose the ornaments
And fitted them to his huge body,
148. Koffai - A grain measure containing 21 marakkals or 42 Madras measures

KUMPAKARNAN AGREES TO TAKE THE FIELD
Having tried repeatedly with* words ‘

Of good advice, to change Ravana's aftitude

And having been curtly dismissed by him,

Sadly Kumpakarnan decided to put on his armour

And to take the field at the head of the forces.
"If the time comes to die

No-one will care for advice;

What must happen, WlIl hdppen'

And there is no use ‘struggling against fate"
Following this wise saw, Kumpakarnan
Thinking to himself that it were better

For two who lived as close as they, -

To die together, went to prepare himself
For battle forthwith; bathing in a pool deep,
He performed. Siva puja,

And bowing at the God's feet,

Dressed himself in proper order,

Using fragrant Javvatu and rose water!
Twelve thousand kottail*® measures of rice
Were cooked to feed his hunger!

Five thousand swine, chicken, and sheep, were butchered

And cooked for his meat, with toddy galore
And salted-fish kippered!

Huge like dark hills they heaped them before him!
And gobbling up all these with his hands,
Kumpakarnan, his hunger sated, rose up

And washing his hands well,

Took betel-leaves and betel-nut to complete his fare;

And went to his jewel room for adorning himself.
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The Epic Eternal 567

Saying to himself: "It is now
My turn to try to avenge
The deaths of all these in the demon army."

180. Saying thus, he put on his armour
And left his place to take the field,
Surrounded by his armies to avenge the dead demons.
Hearing about his coming Harirama called
To Vipisana and asked him: "Tell fhe
Who is he who is coming from the South?”

181. As Nardyana inquired thus,
Bawing before him Vipisana said
*Sire, he is the younger brother of the famous Ravana!
Elder to me, he is very knowledgeable,
And wise; substantial advice he gave to Ravana:
But the wicked one did not care to listen;
And so he has come now,
Promising to take arms against the enemy!”

VIPISANA SPEAKS ABOUT KUMPAKARNA'S GREATNESS

' 182. "Younger to Ravana and elder to me,
He has come to join Iniirajit (In the land of death);
He is very learned; and never forgetful of true wisdom:
Very intelligent, he is versatile in all arts;
Known for his good quaiities and virtues,
From the day that the evil-minded Ravana
Abducted Sita and kept her imprisoned;
Tili now, he has been giving him advice
Even like me; not caring for any of his words,
He has now driven him into. the field!
And obeying the demon with fulgurant crown,
Impelled by fate, there he comes!"
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Xhe Epig; Eternal ps2

RAMA ASKING VIPISANA “TO ‘BRING - KUWARARNAN

"O ng lelsana' ca]l vour brother near

And with comfortmg words brmg hifm" here

And Kumpakarnan ‘with' his’ forces’ “dsployed i “order, *
With Vanguard, rearguard.and.centte,

Came before his brother adorned with lovely gems.

.THE MEETING BETWEEN KUMPAKARNAN AND VIPISANA
As suggested by Rama, thoughtful Vipisana
Met his brother, Kumpakarnan
Going up to him w1th obelsance true,
His hand covermg h1s mouth
He prostrated’ before him,
Tying his' upper cloth: as a mark. of respect!
Kumpakarnan hailed: him, pleased with the :homage
Of Vipisana redoleni of honeyed flowers,:
. And asked him why he called to him

VlPi$ANA’S ADVICE

Vipisana spoke thbs to “him:

"0 brother, generous as the Kalpaka tree!

Do not underestimate these two,

As mere men of the earth, as our brother does!
Rowms i< the Lord of Vaikuntam, Achutha himseif!
He is the one recumbent on the Serpent-couch,
Upon the cool waves of the ocean!

He is the one who slew Hiraniyan

Who msuited t;he Lord hunself who gavc th boons
Narayanahari, the cloud-hued one he is!

The “brothei-in-law - of Iswara he is!

Uncle to the Vmayaka and Agumukah
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' The Eple Eternal

He is the father of Brahma, Lord “of the V’édas5
He is Kécava ndmg upon the Karuta Mount
Long ago our brother, by pnde mpeﬂed,
Tried to lift up Mount Kailas itself;

When, Goddess Uma becoming afraid, '
Hara became angry, and pressed with his toe
And Ravana fell wnconscious! =~

Down he fell to the nethei-world,

Where plucking his own nerves,

He made a beautiful - Vinai -

And sang the Camakapam!'®® melodiously!

Fer a long time he played:

Till at last, Uma taking pity on him,

Pleaded with the Suypreme Light Siva,

To grant a boon to, the vile sinner:

And accordingly, Hara summoned the demon to him,

And said: "Ask whatever boon you want!

And he asked for a magic sword invircible
And Pillaiyar white to protect him!

A long life three and a half crores of years;
And continued in his arrogance;

Nor caring for Siva, ‘the- Lord of the celestials,
He asked for Goddess- Parvati of lovely forehead
To be sent with him! :

True to his word Iswara granted the boon!.

As the hill-like demon was coming along,

Kovinta coming to know of his heinous request, -

Waylald him thus! He made a cool banyan tree
Stand on end, w1th its -roots up in the sky"’ ‘

149, Camakiapam - Samaveda chanted musically.
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A huge pot was there with thousand holes;
Deliberately he was shooting his arrows at it!

On seeing this folly Ravana asked him:

“Are you mad to do this?”'

To which the reply came;

“O Ravana! did you get boons true, from Siva?
You have been fooled!

You are stupid to ask the boon you got!

Crazed you are! Ravana turn back!

Will any oune accept this false boon,

Which cannot be enjoyed?

Go back and ask him for good boons!”

And Ravana asked: "Sir, what shall I demand?"
And he replied: "Ask for half a crore years of life,
And the damsel Mantotari as your wife!

It was Kécava who got that boon to our brother,
But before enjoying his boon in full,

He is sure to be destroyed,

The Lord who can relieve the grief of Tévas,

Is now born as the son of Tacarata,

With the name Rama!Jt is he who is now before you;
It is he who transformed back as a woman
Akalikai, who had become a stone on account of Intira’s lust;
It was he who gave her redemption!

He again who slew the terrible Tatakai;

He is the cloud-hued one,

Who slew the terrible Vali:

As our brother has imprisoned Sita,

(Of bee-haunted tresses),
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183.

184.

14

Now Lanka entire is going to .be rooted out,,
With not a blade of grass standing..

I had myself repeatedly warned him, ‘

That because of her, our empire of Lanka

Will surely be destroyed. = :

But all my words fell upon deaf ears.

He is sure to be killed! Why do you contmue ‘
To stay with him, disaster staring in the face?
Why don’t you come to us, to our Lord,
Instead of thus challenging fate and death?”

KUMPAKARNAN REBUTS THIS
Vipisana invited him with such wise words .
To join hands with them Kumpakarnan_ replied:
"O brother rare, who is with the Lord!
What you say is good!"

"But it is not for me!

This is the day that the Lord has come

To destroy the demon’s prosperity,

Not caring for my advice also,

He has forced me to-take the field,

Resigning me to my fate, that is, death in battle!
At least you remain to :rule Lanka -

Saving your life, brother mine!

Listen, brother; méefing Lord Tirumal,

'You attained Vaikunta inaccessible to many!
If 1 were to leave our brother’s side,
Kings and rulers, wili laugh at me O brother!
If the younger were to desert, afraid to die,
‘When his elder brother is in trouble -

,fIs it nght to leave one Who has trusted us,
And to benefit by allying w1th Lord Narayana"
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It will be as bad, as a son abusing his own mother!
No, I will not do this treachery.

Having lost Intirajit, conqueror of the gods.

(Making them his slaves),

And having lost young Atikayan,

And countless millions of troops,

Our elder brother is grief-stricken,

And agitated like water on a teak-leaf;

With him in danger, if we were to flee for our life,
Leaving him to die alone, even the men will jeer at us;
When he who brought us up so lovingly

Has so many troubles, I cannot, brother,

Come away from his side.

In this debacle caused by Kali!>” himself,

You need not die along with so many crores of us:

If you alone were survive in our race,
Attaching yourself to the incomparable True En
You atleast will be there to pour sesame and wate
For the dead Kinsmen! may you live with Tirumal
And get his grace and live forever!”

Saying this Kumpakarnan, went back

And Vipisana bowed to him in farewell,

And returned to Rama’s side.

S,ISI
r’152

150. Kall - The deity presiding cvcr the Iron age.
151. Ens - A rare word meaning 'entity’ for The Supreme Being.

152. Sesame and water - Cffering oblations to the dead with water and sesame seeds.
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185.

186.

VIPIGANA SPEAKS TO FAMA
Listening ©: Vipisana’s repoyt of his meeting
With Kumpakarnan, Ramay thanked him,
And comferted hirn saying thus:
"Weil! we have done whatever we could:
We did our best!
What will be, will be!”

KUMPAKARANAN BEGINNING TO FIGHT

Now i the directions eight, Kumpakarpan
Sent his forces; all the warriors of Rama.
Bears and monkeys, seizing in both hands
Hills and hillocks threw themn at-Kumpakarnan;
While the demon threw as missiles, huge clubs
Spears, stoat sticks and weapons like Kuntait.

THE TWO ARMIES IN CONFLICT

The demon-forces spread like the seven seas,

The monkey forces sent up a boisterous roas,

Arrows innumerabie, the young Lord, virtuous,
Sent against the demons,

And Apnuman went on throwing hills on them!

As each side threw various weapons at the othes,
The twenty four Vapare cormimanders

Engaged the demons and broke thein up;
Kumpakarnan wrned to the South,

And the Lord’s forces too wmurned to engage him.
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The demon’s troops fought closely,

Using. stout cudgels and mighty clubs;

The tufts of warriors came loose,

And so did their garments from their waist!

As Anuman cwiftly went amongst the demons,
Rama wejoiced at the success of his monkey bands.
Thus' the two sides fought a fierce battle

Roaring thunderously! It was as though

Olica_. sea of milk was engaging another sea of milk!

KUMPAKARANAN AND CUKKIRWAM IN COMBAT
‘With growing wrath Kumpakarhap walked

Through the Lord’s forces and lifting up

The king of twenty four commanders, Cukkifivan
With one hand, he placed him on his shoulder
And went baek towards Lanka!

In a single stride -he crossed tweny Katams!

While the king of the monkeys, furious like a lion
Dec1ded to punish the demon; and from his perch,
He tore off the nose and two ears of Kumpakarnan!
The two ears which were huge as two polar mountains,
And for a moment the demon became unconscious;
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187.

188

Thus he defaced the demon _to his great disgrace,
Presaging disaster to his side.

And dropping Cukkirivan

Kumpakarnan again came before Ramapvith his forces.
The two armies. battled fiercely, armhies vast as the sea.

As with clubs, cudgels, rock and hill,

The demons opposed them, the monkey armies
Roaring like iions, met them with equal fury;

To the great joy of the celestials in the golden world,
And Lor¢ Ramajef beautiful form, besides!

Wiathful Kumpakarnan let loose his strong warriors
And servitors, amongst the Vapara bands: :
Like a pride of lions, leaping upon an elephant-herd,
They shot their arrows and darts! ’
The monkey battalions were thrown into disarray;
They fled in confusion. ’
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The ‘Lord, younger to Rama_fiow sejzed his heroic bow,
And rained a shower of arrows upon them.

Countless numbers of the enemy died;

'The tuskers were nnmemus that fell;

Great was the‘camage as bowmen

‘And swordsmen fell, piles upon piles of them,

Their strength cut off by the arrows of the Lord!

As all his chariots had been cut down

And the armies spreading like smoke all over the ficld,
Growing weary and dispirited, at the slanghter,-
Kumpakarnanranupallbyhlmselftoengagehlsfow
With his monstrous, gargantuan shape and size,

He began to chase the Vaparas back again.

RAMABEGINS HIS FIGHT AGAINST KUMPAKARNAN

HIMSELF ‘

Chased by the giant demon and unable

To stand- the fury of his attack,

As the monkeys fled helter skelter,

‘The Lord of Vaikuntam began to bestir himself.

Slowly lifting his bow, he shot an arrow fierce,

Which sliced ‘off the hand of Kumpakarpan,

While with his own hand Rama“protected- his own troops!

With his one hand Kumpakdrman again

Caused havoc amongst the monkeys, at which.

They fled -again in fear; on seeing which



@oowi seag

UEIgWY - UFCR SomgyCo BssPmidsy

©03Qgna eswmSes ARy so0 ’

uccent gousdr sCod Csngl 10
GOuatandt Pandgt GPUCPS Cuntarntlodgy

SHWC amsiam QuHYC QNTBITO

sC P CosmpQe Pspan «Safe
QUTUEISETTY  oredsms) oRTQogsiTT Ghaudsomorn

Sitrafancy Wy Fdwrdd Gumginiaeimd

wCsTSFar grrsmarL Cursd a_Guwrfls FosOLd 2 _@FuTLD
asrarombid Guadar megr e uft L FufCo
D gruasT @augs Pamgatsd
| ufaf By UwUB Qo
Cramar wCsnsogyy Fgme Samsgma GurGu
Sggihaci Qony Qungdsdr wgssma
SEEUHBORO FHSL. Lnss SCQarsHT
SLQUQUUASH Todng SIS UNIMod)
@susr) groQund Qe . SuiissSe
srawmGas Qaunvgeans Clpabsas Smmwe - 15

Qo qelaminv cumprSlardigy. Cuafydamns &Emnet
Quibds aidsagyadimans QupEn@s Csardiend
#HCpd s@Tumm QuearigSACWw snCw

188:10. 130G nH % — WHYID S5 NS (GLODUSTESNIGTr SFID). FPLD UL.LGTIT - HibLINw
ue Ngdsi @pEseai. GwusH - Gusierar. sl fls - FEwr.
188.11. g@pul U CGunGernd - Q@ sohisear Qs CurGean. gHnCar - G5
o Gar. erppBar - TPl 2 ogdsGar. spramiler - GrpsPab. 188.12. aunwaiigarmds -
wea Cuuisg Curdg. Srd gET@ gider @Igs gribn - GLbuasieauefcr sme
RossaL_gid> gy $gi gisirar enaugs @)amwon. bl Cune senfaieamb - enssaneaTujLd
EADERAYLD GLOUSToReT QUpESSSTd Hbilenws Cuned sargyaumrawah. 188.13.
s fuiiCe - flawgaewaudGw. 188.14. 18sngadr - @oraismrer 1ofSMuwiger
GG Darsyer - parsdr. FlgHisadr - wrualSmssdr. @E6  wsg 6. 188.15.
@sdppid - Qrdiaig sifung Beosigid. QuIEQP@ses - AurdrErmaru GsPari
a®‘9‘5. QEnsDmEsTer - uBEsPE@Esrr. Mberwn - feng. 188.16. cra;rgl_ -
gL U, sichene - gl Guired eRemiigb Pans.

76- agmeildi.




The Eplc “Eternal 587

Tirumal shot another arrowat himg

And the remaining-hand. also’ fell. upon the ground!
Kumpakarnan furious at this mutilation, -

Now kicked with his legs and :trampled upon. the Vaparas,
Which made them bewildered

And flee in fear before the terrible déemon! -

Lord Rama now showered a rain of arrows,

Which cut off both the legs of Kumpakarnan

But the indomitable giant, yet unafraid -

Fhough pouring flood from all his stumps,

Rolled about like a grinding stone, -

Upon the Vanaras in the field!

MAKOTARAN TALKING TO SITA IN THE SHAPE OF
JANAKAN

While here in the battlefield Kumpakarnan
With his limbs amputated was slowly nearing his eng,
Makotaran, a minister of Ravana, disguising himself
As Japakan of Mitilai, came before Sita in AcGkavanam
With intent to deceive her:
While one adept in trickery tied his hands,
Behind his back, and sword in hand
Began to beat him before the eyes of Sita,
The princess, without lifting her eyes from the ground,
Took a piece of straw and placing it before her,
Remained indifferent to this sight,
Though lamenting her fate, within herself.
"O daughter! see he is hitting me!
All my body is lacerated with wounds!
He is about to kill me!
I obtained you, after true tapas!
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Little mother! look at me! O my daughter!
O mother Sitalakshmi! the ten-headed Ravana
With golden crowns adorned, and ruling
Over the universes with great reputation,

Is falling at your feet for your grace;

Please go up to his palace

And try to save me, my daughter!”

As this wretch of a father

Uttered these guileful words, Sita replied;

SITA’S INDIGNANT REPLY

"My father, you are not! you are an evil demon" she spat!
"See I spit at you, you shameless cadaver!

You wretch! you dog! hear me:

If my father were really tortured,

Even if my whole family were to die,

I shall not swerve from my chastity;

Worms shall crawl from your eyes:

You are going to die a miserable death!”

And Makotaran left the place his purpose defeated.

VIPISANA’S REQUEST TO RAMA

190. In the battlefield as Kumpakarnan short of all his limbs,
Was rolling about and still frightening the monkeys,
Undaunted and fearless, - Vipisana went before Rama,
And bowing to him, implored him thus prayerfully:

191. “O Lord! pardon my brother his crime!
Lord! I adore your feet! For my sake, O Lord!
Please pardon all my own sins; I request of you,
In the name of our friendship,
This sinner Kumpakarnan has paid grievously
For the crime of being born along with Ravana:
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The Eplc Eternal o

I beg of you, xul him outright with another arrow,

Putting an end to the torture he is undergoing mow!”

And Rama pitying Kumpakarman’s mortal phin and terrible plight,
Took one of his choice arrows and shot it at the giant,

Who fell dead now! ’

As Kumpakarnan died thus at the hands

Of Rakurama, master of all good men and true,

One of the demons ran up to the evil Ravana.

And reported to him the passing away of Kumpakarnan.

RAVANA, COMING TO KNOW OF THE DEATH OF

KUMPAKARNAN, LAMENTS

Beating with his hands upon his face;

Grief-stricken came the demon-emperor:

With hill-like arms bedecked with gems,

Went he to the field of battle,

Where he saw Kumpakarnan, huge as a mountain,

Prone on the ground; his tears pouring like a river,

He fell upon the body of his brother,

And thus lamented; "O brother mine!

The only true support I had!

O Kumpakarnan, with your cool face!

Won’t you speak now, your words of advice?

I am dying, O brother, my only help!

Oh, Did Nardyana kill you, listening to Vipisana’s words,

Proving thereby the proverb:

"The disease born with the body kills the body itseif?

Even so, Vipisana had allied himself with mere men,

And giving them suggestions, betrayed us to them:

"He has conspired against us!"

Back to his palace he came and bellowed in grief;

And in anger at the treachery of his brother,
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The Epic Eternal

Beating his ten-heads upon the ground,

He rolled in grief inconsolable:

He beat his face with hands; "O brother!

My fort, my palace, my kingdom, are all ruined:

O you, who went to battle with all the earth watching,
Won’t you ever come back?

You atllowed me to be aiiile,

While you lie dead! Did you not have wit enough

To kill the hunters of the forest?

Oh, you are dead! what shall I do?

Oh, cur huge fort and our battlements, our state entire,
Are crumbling! increasing is the trouble,

From the enemy; Oh are you not chief of all our armies?
Oh, I thought you are ever with me!

You who obtained life everlasting!

But now dogs and kites are waiting to eat you up!
Oh, I put my faith in you!

You have left me! I have wasted

Your life like a spendthrift!

O Lord of Lords in the South,

‘Chief of regiments of chariots and bowmen!

The women of all the seven worlds,

Are going to abuse me! O Kumpakarnap.

I cannot believe that mere men slew you!
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192. Because of two men I lost my son, Intirajit, -
At the hands of the Vapara. armies:
"My strong foress have been defeated: .
Like a mountain in the wilderness, Kutnpakamap is slain!
Oh, whom shall I now send (o defeat them?”

193. As Ravans with his twenty hands beat in_grief
His face, end cried: "Oh, the Gods above
Will no longer be afraid of me!
Two boys havé conguered us:
Countless crores of troops have lost their lives;
On, these meh kilt all, that we send against them!
Oh; what shél! we do to kill these men?”
As thiis, he"gsked his ministers
They deliberated and made a suggestion:
"You should not be upset thus and bewildered,
At whatever loss may co{ma,‘
We have just one spggestion to make,
Which will surely please you!
There is one, whom even the sun flees befére, in fear!
Such is his great prowess;
The ruler of all the seven netherworlds,
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The Epic Eternal 597

Mayil Ravanan! if he were to come,

Surely, he would put an end to the power

Of these two brothers! send him as your weapon against them
Send for him now!”

And accordingly with a message proper;

An envoy was sent to Mayil Ravanan.

And he went through the stem of a white lotus,

And reaching Patala,!53 conveyed to him the urgent message
Of his brother the ten-headed Ravana.

MAYIL RAVANAN PREPARING FOR BATTLE

At once he rose from his seat and prayed

To his family deity Goddess Kali:

"Q Mother! if the enterprise I embark upon

Becomes successful, I shall give as a sacrifice

My sister’s son!” and straight he put in confinement,
His nephew! As his sister’s son wailed in terrror,
And his own wife tried to prevent him from going,
Mayil Ravanan went to the pool called Mattakkan
And through the stem of a cool lotus.

He went up to Lanka and embraced Ravana!

Learning from him all that transpired,

He said; "Had you told me a week or two before,

I would have cut down Rama and saved your armies!
Oh, you have wasted the lives of millions of your troops!
What can I do now?"

153. Patsla - Underworld in Hindu mythology
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The Epic Eternal

RAVANA'S REQUEST
His cousin Ravana now quuesiecf “him:
“O mighty king of the under world! Truly today
You must seize ‘Rama\f\and his brother!
Tonight you must capture them, and take them
Down to your Pat3ja, without killing them here”
As he who lifted Mount Kailas said thus,
Mayil Ravanap agreed to do so.
A certain demon in the pay of Vipisana,
- Straight went to him and reported this.

VIPISANA CARRYING THIS URGENT INFORMATION
« TG -RAMA
As. the spy informed Vipisana this,
Haugl.ent up to the Lord who measured the universe,
And ‘bowing at his feet, said to him:
*Tnspossible it is to tell of the myriad tricks,
Mayil Ravanag Lord of the underworld is capable of;
Well-versed in wile and guile is he;
"He is expected surely in the night;
Hearing this I am upset, O Lord Jasper-hued!
They will create confusion dire;
Much - gramarye he knows;
We. cannot be too careful now.”

ANUMAN ERECTING A FORT WITH HIS TAIL
On heanng this disturbing report from Vipisana,
Rama became thoughtful:
Summomng Apumap he spake thus to him:
"Q you who belong io the Vépara army
. Assembled to recover Sita! O Apumap!
With' your tail, egect an impregnable fort!”
As Tirumal, dark-hued like the cloud,
Cqmmanded thus, by the grace of the Lord,
He curled his tail round upon round,
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The Eplc Eternal

As high as the heavens in which

Lor. Rama, Lakshmana, Vipisana, ministers,

The twenty four leaders and the seventy Veflam armies
Were safe against the dreaded foe.

MAYIL RAVANAN ABDUCTING RAMA AND LAKSHMANA

195.

196.

AND IMPRISONING THEM IN THE UNDERWORLD
194.

Apuman erected a fort with his tail as ordered:

But before it was completed, Mayil Ravanan

Had already got inside with his magical power,

And hid himself among the armies,

Taking the form of a monkey himself!

The sun went down and it grew dark inside the fort.

Upon a marvellous platform deep inside the fort,
Rama went to sleep; and his brother of equal worth
(for fourteen years without sleep)

Happy at having slain Intirajit,

With the confidence given by success,

Slept along with his brother.

As Rama-and his brother were fast asleep,

The ruler of the underworld deciding to abduct them
Thought hard, wondering what to do,

And at last hit upon a good plan:

Taking the form of Vipisana, he came up to Anuman

(As if he were the brother of Ravana who shook Kailas)
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The -Epic Eternal

And asked him the way to the entrance of the fort!
Unsuspecting, Apuman told him to enter

By his right ear and Mayil Ravanan did so;

And soon found himself inside, the tail-fort;
Straight scizing the sleeping Princes,

He emerged out of Apuman’s mouth and returning
By the same way-the narrow stem of a lotus '
Reached his abode and kept the sieeping Berocs
Inside the temple of Makakafi!

While above on earth, Ravana who became bhappy
That he had no further trouble |
Caused victorious drums to resound.

THE SORROW OF VIPISANA. AND OTHEKRS

Hearing the noise of celebration,

As the drums reverberated,

Vipisana woke up and wondered,

How it was that .in Lanka that had lost!

Hordes of warriors, there was music resonating!
And swiftly going round the fort,

To check about the: security,:

He met Anumap who hailed’ him thus;

“Vipisana, you went.by my ear. just now

Why did you come back so quickly?”
Dismayed and upset, he ran inside with Apuman,
Afraid of the boundless witchcraf} of the demons;
And as they suspected, the two of t_hem found
The Lord of Vaikuntam and his brother ‘missing!
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The Epic Eternal

Running about here and there,

Anuman wept, and so did Vipisana, agitated;
And tco the twenty four commanders,

And the sevent')7 Vellam Vanaras besides.

197. Searching .in vain for the two everywhere,
And not finding/ Ramaiand Laksmana
They stood looking at’ ‘each other
Wordlessty, like paintings:

And pathetically cried at their plight.

198 YVipisana and Anuman, full of grief,
Stood baffled and confounded:
‘Like the earth without the full moon,
Or a woman without her two breasts,
Or homes without sacred lamps,
* What are we without Srirama?
All these armies are all of no use:
O, what shall we do now?”
fuly meditating ori Ramudls lotus feet,
Vipisana now said tu Apuman thus:
“If you were to go at once
To the underworld, -you can bring back
Without doubt, the Lord dark-hued like the cloud,
And his brother! surely you can return before sunrise!
Go you down through the earth to Patajam.”

VIPISANA GUIDING ANUMAN REGARDING THE WAY
TO REACH THE PLACE

When Anuman asked him; "How do I go
To the under world?, Vipisana told him:
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The Epic Eternal

16

“In the sacred Civakankai pool,

There is 2 red lotus growing:

Go down through its stem along the fibre!”
Anuman of tapas great, jumped up,

And went as indicated by Vipisana,

And in a trice reached the netherworld

Where Mayil Ravanan had his impregnable fortress.
Constructed by Mayan, the celestial architect,

At the entrance to it, there was a bronze fort;
Over that, a fort of copper.

And higher still, a fort wrought of silver,
Priceless! within a fort of fire, dwelt Mayil Ravanan!
Apuman roaring boisterously went inside,

And searched with concentration

In all the palaces huge as hills;

In all the streets, he looked for noble Rarna;

For a while he stood sore bewildered,

But continued his search for the Lord:

In the groves, flowery parks, and in pools

And streets, in vain;
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The Eplc Eternai 609

For his eyes found no trace of the two.

Till almost half the night was over;

Sixteen Nafikais had passed as he went about.

Here and fhere, seeking for the Lord,

In all the buildings and parks;

Throbbing with the pain and grief,

Reflecting on what strategy he could adopt,
Heartsick, putting his trust in the Lord God,

He climll)ed at last upon a porchway and looked around:
He saw a pond and coming down,

He stood looking around him:

By the grace of the Lord, now,

The sister of Mayil Ravanan,

With a water-pot in her hand

Came there to fetch water; her looks showing grief,
As her own son had been imprisoned by her brother,
To be a sacrifice to Goddess Kali.

Anuman with manly radiance wondered,

At the sight of a woman all alone,

Coming thus to fetch water at dead of night!
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The Epic E_ternal 61

ANUMAN INQUIRING OF MAYIL RAVANAN’S SISTER
-AND HER REPLY
199. Looking down at the damsel’s face,
Anuman inquired of her: “Did youn see
Two men come into this country today?”
And she replied, “My brother brought two men
To the hall today; tomorrow he intends to kill them
As sacrifice to Goddess Kaji.”
200. Explaining further, Turatanti said to Maruti;
“Listen, Sir! my elder brother is a wicked demon;
He is base, evil and also stupid;
My son, he has imprisoned; and also .two humans
He has brought, and put them in confinement;
Tomorrow he is going to sacrifice them
Before Goddess Kali Great.” '

ANUMAN’S REQUEST TO MAYIL RAVANAN’S SISTER

On hearing these words, Anuman grew happy
At the prospect of good hunting!
Addressing her, he said: "O lance-eyed lady!
If you could take me through

The entrance of the fort, near your residence,
Past these guards within four Nalikais

I shall cut off your brother’s head;

This I swear; And bring your son,

Safe and sound out of the prison!

Besides, I shall crown him.

As the king of the underworld!

16a
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THE SCORNFUL WORDBS OF TURATANTI

"O you who say that you will kill my brother,
And crown my son! are you the monkey,
Who can destroy his great power?

If a demon were to beckon to you,

You will grin, baring your teeth, and run ui)!
A single blow will make you cry aloud

In pain, opening wide your mouth; agape!

To whom are you thus vauﬁting your strength?
Huge and stout elephants, a lakh he has!
Horses ten lakhs, an equal number of chériots!
Two lakhs crores of warriors!

This is the army of my elder brother;

None can oppose him and defeat him.”

AWUMAN’S REBUTTAL

"Q beautiful lady! you do not know my streagth;
Surely your brother will be killed by me;

Your son, I shall crown the king of this world!
Do not argue with me."

And she scornful, said to him;

"What do you say, you mean monkey?

If 1 were to flick you with my foot,

You will surely die!

Further, to get past the guards at the gate,~
Even my water-vessel will be weighed in a balance,
Before 1 am allowed inside”

Anuman said "Mother mine!

You will now see my sirength!

You have said words of scorn against me;

For your sake, I have borne them meekly;

Good! Good! see my real.stature now!"
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So saying, Anuman took a wondrous huge form
Massive like a goodly mountain, before her eyes!
Rejoicing at the sight, the woman held- his feet
In respectful adoration, and asked him

About the two newcomers in the Kaji temple.

ANUMAN SINGS THE PRAISE OF RAMA
AND SEEKS HER HELP
"Born as the darling son of Tacarata,
Ruler of Ayotti on the banks of Ganga,
Rama uncle of five-handed Ganapathi and Kanda,
Lord of the celestials; brother-in-law to Lord Siva;
Rama and his younger brother
Came to Lanka city to destroy Ravana,
To release Sita imprisoned by him;
We have killed Ravana’s mighty sons;
All those who opposed us manfully,
Elephants, and horses, we have wiped out!
Sri Rama has pulverised Lanka city:
And Ravana having lost his all,
Sent for his cousin here, Mayil Ravanan
Who stealthily came in the middle of the night,
And abducted Keécava and his brother.
I shall swiftly kill your brother.
And give the rulership to your son;
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201.

Only help me by taking me in your pot,
Held by you on the left hip,

And pass through the burning gate.”

"So shall 1" promised the sister.

ANUMAN REACHING AKKINI FORT IN THE .
FORM OF A FROG INSIDE THE WATER-POT
As suggested by Turatanti,
Anuman took the form of a tiny frog
And got inside the water-pot,
Which the lady with honeyed-flowers on her tresses,
Carried with her past the gate,
Where they weighed her pot in the scales:
At that moment Apuman broke the pot
And came out in his true form
And slaughtered all the guards;
One thousand of them along with the ministers,
Disposing of them as if they were worthless as hair!
And climbing on a tree in the grove,
He roared his challenge!

ANUMAN FIGHTING WITH THE ARMIES
He crowed, he cried, he challenged, he roared!
And leaping across, he battered down the fort,
Frightening the troops, guarding the place;
Climbing on a mango free,

He clapped his right hand against his thigh.
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202. Challenging them all, Apumap spake thus,
In contempt; "Listening to the word of the evil demon,
Who had imprisoned a chaste woman,
A thief here has stealthily brought
The bowmen, Rama and his younger brother from Lanka!
Where is that thief now? Tell me.”
Thus provoking them in various ways
'He bombarded them; He would leap and kick
At those who abused him;
Grin, baring his teeth at a few others!
He cut down the flowery groves, like insects, squashed!
Strong cliffs, he plucked and threw at them;
The armies opposing him scattered in terror
Before his fury, and reporteC to Mayil Ravanan.
Seeing the loss of his armies,
He grew exceeding wrathful:
Deciding to beat to death this mean monkey,
That had destroyeci his army,
He called for his son by name Cattiyavetan,
And bade him take the field against the intruder.
With thousands of strong warriors (so huge
They used palmyrah ftrees to clean their teeth!),
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With one crore of massive elephants, four crores of horses
And armed with weapons such as Paravalai

Kuntam, spears and lances and swords,

Crores of demons came on their chariots,

Accompanied by crores of ministers in procession.
Enchanted by the beauty of Prince Cattiyavétan

Riding handsomely, with jewels shining bright on his chest,

His magic sword hanging by his side N

Bedaubed with fragrant odorous powder and civet,

Women spoke among themselves:

*Oh- see how division after division

Of troops are going, just to kill a monkey!”

™A grinning monkey against our pedigreed ministers!”

“Are these going to kill a mere monkey? Oh, cruel, cruel!”

ANUMAN FIGHTING AGAINST THE TROOPS

Anuman, reputed servant of Tirumai

On seeing them pretended to hide himself,
As the arrows fell torrential as rain;

He bent this way and that way and broke them!
Leaping into the celestial world.

He would take a mountain by the root
And throw it at them!

Sometimes like a small monkey,

He would appear before them grinning,
Showing his teeth; make eyes at them
And then disappear into the sky!
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203.

204.

17

From above he ‘would' cdme.'down again,
And stamip ‘upon théit faces

Whoever was before bim,”

He lambasted 'with his hands,-

Cutting' them’ down by -"the roots!

As Anéanai's, son thus slaughtered armies -vast
A thousand warriors..now -surrounded him,
With determmatlon to capture him.

"Has the Lord of the heavens come down

In the shape of a monkey seekmg the cloud-hued one?
Has Yama himself come after the Lord?

We have not seen any one fighting

Like this black-faced monkey!” -

ANUMAN’S  OATH
As some arrows found -their mark
In the chest of Anuman somehow, he seized them,
Broke them and threw them back at the ministers;
And they died. Those who were left standmg,
Apuman chased and kllled
Some of the swift warriors
Escaping him, insulted him, calling him
A monkey adept in sucking its fingers!
“Girrah! Monkey' is the name of my race,
Ngt my anger, Sirrah!
Was I born like your base, characterless
Wretched, demon-king? I will rest
Only after 1 cut down the vile demon stupid,
Who has stolen and imprisoned
My Lord Rama and his brother!”
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ANUMAN GETTING CAUGHT AND THE
DEMONS TEASING HIM
As he swore thus, a thousand warriors
With exceeding anger rose
And leaping upon Anuman, caught him at midnight:
Cattiyavetan also happily joined in the capture.
Some hit him on his neck, as a mischievous monkey;
Some called him a sinner great, who destroyed their troops:
"Let us take hun quickly before our chief
And cut off his head" some would say:
Some said; "this monkey has come
And conspired to destroy our armies."
And some said, "Let us cut it to pieces and eat him'
Some challenged, "We will beat him till he cries for mercy.’
Some called him the bane of the demon race
And beat him; thus while some beat him,
Some others would say;
“Poor monkey! do not beat 1t”
“For manliness, swrength and ability
Who 1s there like him?" some would say!
"Let us offer him as a sacrifice to Kal
And beat his brains out" some said.
And some said; “This monkey which has come today
Is fated to die here; fated also

'
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Is Cattiyavéetan to win a victory today.”

"Drag him beiore the king Mayil Ravanan

And cut him to pieces” said some;

Some women, impelled by curiosity

Came out to see the monkey; ,

Some jeered; “Is this the monkey

That killed our troops?”

"This is not a monkey; It is walking like one,
Purposely suppressing its real stature!" some mocked.
Some wondered whether this weak monkey

Was fit prey for the king’s sword!

Thus cruel Cattiyavétan with his thronging armies,
Came up to the king with pipes and timbrels
Celebrating his victorious capture.

Seeing the monkey, Mayil Ravanan grew angry.
But Apumapn only laughed and laughed loudly. ‘
Deciding to cut his throat, the king said thus:
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205.

206.

267.

“Into my fort not a fly can gét through:
What made you slaughter thus my armies?
Take this creature from the base monkey race
And kill it, breaking its thighs, and legs!”

ANUMAN’S REPLY

'Ch you fool, who calls me a mere monkey!

It is not a sin, to be born a monkey!

Thank God, 1 am not born in the base demon race!
Aren’t you the fellow, who like a base thief,

By stealth abducted our opulent Rama

And his brother at dead of night?"

THE BATTLE BETWEEN ANUMAN
AND MAYIL RAVANAN

Hearing himself addressed as a fellow, Mayil Ravanan,
Asked his guards to knock down his teeth.
But as they came near him, Apuman rose
And killed them all, and with their life-blood
Made a mark upon his forehead!
Leaping into the sky he came down
And banged them; like a beetle
He would enter into them, piercing their bodies!
Like a tempest fierce he cut off the arms
Hands, legs and heads of the demons!

629
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THE VALOUR OF ANUMAN

His victims would plead with him

"O brother! 1 bow to you;

Do not kill me, king of monkeys!

Do not kill me; do not waste our life-time

Do not slay us!”

Anuman would pummel

The begging troops, aud confound them
Countless numbers of elephants he killed;

He destroyed, a Iakh" of horses like a tiger;
Crores of swordsmen he slaughtered;

Men with sword and buckler, one crore;
Ministers one crore; eight crores of troops;
Warriors armed with lances and Kuntam,
Warriors wearing red basil-wreath.

Warriors shaven-pated, crores and crores of them,;
Crores of Kuchalas, endless numbers of bowmen;
All of them lost their lives,

While on the field, goblins, imps, and foxes
Gathered to feast upon their flesh,

Praising Anumap for sating their hunger!

Big elephants, vaitures of the air, ate up!

The great hero blessed by the grace of the Lord
Sang a victory-song beating his right hand on his thigh!
Cattiyaveétan, terrified, ran away from him!

But Anuman caught up with him,

And cut him to pieces, and clove his chest
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Piercing it with deadly thoins.
He garlanded his elephant with his entrails!

ANUMAN CHALLENGING MAYIL- RAVANAN
WITH HARSH WORDS

Smashing all opposition, he entered. the palace
Of Mayil Ravanan who had stolen the Lord,
And uttered abusive words which provoked him:
"Are you the Mayil Ravanan who stole the Lord?
Are you the wicked demon fearless,
Who seized the Lord of Vaikuntam, by stealth?
Are you planning to give him as sacrifice
To Goddess Kali? are you that mighty?
You are worthless to me. as mere hair!
‘Will the great Kali deign to" accept
The sacrifice of the Lord of Vaikuntam,
The ultimate end of all in the aniverse?
Do you think that you are going to cut my Lord?
He-buffalo that you are,
Have you no sense of shame? fie! fie!”
In a trice he caught hold of him.
The demon beat his chest by way of challenge,
And began to fight with him:
in directions eight, they played with each other,
Like children leaping here and there!
The demon hit him, and Apuman hit him back;
Both of them battered the skies;
While the moon, the stats and the comets,
Ran terrified in space.
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The Epic Eternal 635

They attacked each other, beside the orbs
Of the sun and the moon in the empyrean,
The celestials watching in wonderment!

202. In close combat thus fighting
Mayil Ravanan prayed to his patron Goddess,
Wearied in mind; and deciding to summon
More forces to his aid
He climbed up a mouatain planning to return at once.

MAYIL RAVANAN AND ANUMAN BATTLING
WITH EACH OTHER
70%. A inountain he climbed in search of aid;
Vhen leaping on a branch,
Anurnan delivered a mighty cuff,
And he returned blow for blow!
Again Anuman punched him and the demon returned if;
Thus they rolled about, equally matched;
Like two lioms, the two warriors went on fighting,
For eighteen Nalikais in proper form.
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The Epic Eternal

Apuman now remembering that soon it would be dawn,
5Speeded up the pace of the fight:

Thinking within himself of Lord Tirumal,

He drew himself up in tull

And summoning all his strength

With his little finger he thrust aside Mayi Ravanan!

ANUMAN OFFERS MAYIL RAVANAY AS A SACRIFICE
TO KALI AND PRAYS TO THRE GODDESS
Thrust by Anurnan ihus,
Mayil Ravanan terrified, fell
&t the feet of Goddess Kajl, crying,
"O Mother save me! save me!"
And wise Apuman of matchless might, gave the demon
As a sacrifice to the Goddess!
"Let me first Xill him, cutting open his heart
To please the Coddess, befcre 1 de >stroy his city:
Cireat Goddess! accept this sacrifice!
I am cffering you this demon’s life,
fa the place of Lord Rama and his younger brother,
And his own nephew who is mmprisoned by hinu
O Goddess! condescend, to accept this sacrifice!
O Goddess Antari, Contari, Kouri, Atcdmunian'>

154. Antori st - Mames of Gsddess Sakti
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i8

In this darkling night, you have safely preserved our Lord!

I am giving you instead a sacrifice
Suitable to you U Goddess Kouri!"

THE CORONATION OF MAYIL RAVANAN’S NEPHEW

Releasing the nephew, Apuman asked him

To bathe, and in the place of his uncle,

Crowned him monarch of the underworld,

While all the demons there, bowed before him

As their overlord! Thus Apuman gave him the kingship,
While crores of demons and others ran up now,

To offer their respects to the new sovereign.

MAYIL RAVANAN’S WIFE MAKING A PLEA TO
ANUMAVINTAN

As here the couruers and all

Stood before the new king

Mayil Ravanan’s wife (Varrjamélikai) went to a hill

Where lived a mighty hero, by name Anumavintan,

And called out to him. And he came down

And asked her: “Who may you be? What is your name?

And why did you call me? Tell me,

O lovely woman of choice jewels!”

“I am the wife of Mayil Ravanan!

For a certain purpose, I have come to you;

639
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My husband seized two humarr beings,

To be given as sacrifice to Kali.

A certain monkey came to take them back;

It has annihilated our armies and other people!
Friend! I seek your aid to save my husband!”

ANUMAVINTAN FIGHTS WITH ANUMAN

Acceding ‘to this plea from Mayil Ravanan’s wife,:
The noble lad, ran up to Anuman,

And called to him with dreadful challenges,

To fight with him. In the fight between the two,
Both were evenly matched! Hill-shouldered Anuman
With gemmed ornaments on his arms

Cheerfully plucked a hill and threw it at Vintan!
With equal ease he powdered it!

With his tail, Anuman uprooted ten hills

And threw them at the young hero,

Who had other ideas; he blocked them all

And sent them back at the thrower with force!
Like fierce winds, thus the two fought;
Apumavintan and Apuman,
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The Epic Eternal

155. Jothi ARjanai - Obviously this is another Afjanai different from Apuman's

In strength and size of limbs, equally great!
Wearied now, Anuman grew angry within himself;
He wondered! “There is none to equal me!
Once 1 did pluck the sun,

As if it were a fruit with my hand.

ANUMAN ASKING ANUMAVINTAN HIS PARENTAGE

I have conquered even the sons of Lanka’s Ravanal

O young hero! I cannot vanquish you
Tell me your father’s name,
And the boons surely you must have got!”

ANUMAVINTAN’S REPLY

“So I shall! Grace to listen to my history!

In Vindya Mountain, my mother, Jothi Afcanai!
Bore me to great Apuman!

For four hundred years my father remained celibate,
Not desiring women’s company;

My mother, once, when he was in slumber deep
Enamoured did mate with him

And I was born from that union!”

55

mother, also called Anjanai

18a
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The Eplc ‘Eternal

My mother brought me up and I grew up
A wild and troublesome boy ‘
On the slopes of Turumpakiri'36.

ANUMAN EMBRACES HIS SON

Listening to the lad's history, Apuman cried in joy!
‘O my son, my son’ and embraced him:
And the two were happy together.

ANUMAVINTAN IS MADE COMMANDER
210. Embracing happily his son, Apuman
Conferred on him the post of commander
Of the portal, and minister to the king
Of the underworld, whom he had crowned.

211. Appointing his son as the minister of the new king,
Nephew to Mayil Ravanan; and after giving
Good advice to Anumavintan and the king,
Apuman entered the temple of Goddess Parakali
And bowed at Sri Rama’s feet.
He prayed to the Goddess whe preserved
Rama and his brother, Goddess Shakti with triple eyes,
Siseer to Lord Tirumal for guarding his masters.

156. Turumpakiri - Name of a mountain.
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Carrying the world-measurer and his younger,

He rose up, leaving the netherworld behind;

Through the fibre in the stem of the red lotus

He came up to the earth and ere the Sun

Began to appear in the East, he reached Vipisana’s side,
Who rejoiced at the sight of the great hero’s successful return.
Holding him close he enquired of him

All that happened. To the eager listeners,

To captains and commanders gathered round him,

He narrated the events of the night before.

Vipisana presented Apuman with a collar-jewel

And rings, as a mark of his great appreciation!

At last waking up from his slumber deep

Rama got up, restored to good cheer after the fatigue
Of the battle the previous day, all unaware

Of the advent of Mayil Ravanan,

And all that happened after.
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After their moming ablutions and worship of Eswara,
They took their place on the dais,” while Vipisana

And all the commanders prostrated before him.

Now Hama asked them teasingly:

"You said -we must be very careful in the night!

We made Anuman responsible for our security

Against the threat from Mayil Ravanah; no ene has come su fart”
'As the Lord spoke thus, everyone present langhed!

Bowing at his feet, Vipisana briefed Ramas

About the actual advent of Mayil Ravanan,

His abduction of thé two princes, the grief of others,

The despatch of Apumap to Patala,

His successful journey thither, the defeat of Mayil Ravanan,
Apurnan sacrificing Mayil Ravanan to Goddess Kali, -

The coronation of his nephew as the king of Patala,

The appointment of Apuman’s son as his mimister,

And the return of Anumap with the sleeping Princes

On his head, through the stem of a lotus:

Listening to thls, the Lord cloud- hued,

Embraced heartily the hero of the day,
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And honoured him with many a jewel radiant:
Golden chaplets, diamond collars, anklets

Of various kinds, Lord Patmanapa gave

To Anuman of sweet Tamil country!

RAMA’S ARMY SURROUNDING RAVANA’S FORT.

The seventy vejlam army of the Vaparas and their

Twenty four commanders with Vipisana and the princes,
Cukkirivan and Anuman, now encircled the fort ready for battle.
To the great exultation of the celestials!

Round the four portals of the fort, the monkeys
Milled, roaring boisterously, while within,
Ravana was informed of the death of his cousin
In the underworld, now ruled by his nephew.
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THE DESPONDENCY OF RAVANA AND THE SUGGESTION
OF HIS MINISTERS
213 Coming to know about the coronation of a nmew king
Ravana beat his belly in grief! his hands
Pounded his own face; he wailed;
He cried in grief sore-stricken,
On hearing this disastrous tidings.
Respectfully bowing before him,
His great minister siroked his head,
And encouraged him with comforting words:
“it won’t do to lose heart in war!
Let us plan our strategy properly,” said he.
And recovering his confidence Ravana again prepared
For battle, along with his capzble ministers and commanders
In the field, reverberating like rolling thunder,
Rumbling like the fremescent seas resounding on earth.
Ravana’s armies engaged Rakurama’s armies.

RAVANA COMING WITH A MAYA SITA
As the battle was going on, wily Ravana now
Decided to confound Ragpg with a base trick:
Creating a false figure very like Sita,
He appeared in the sky on a chariot,
Before the eyes of Rama in the feld.
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Her he would .embrace in amorous dalliaﬁée!‘
Closely he would hold her;’ indulging in all kinds
Of love-play before the very eyes of the Lord!
Teasing him with this sight tormenting, sight hateful!
Holding her by the waist, he would pull her to him,
Her garments falling off her arms;

He would send her away and pull her back;

Many such acts dishonourable, by witchcraft

He would do, with the false Sita, till at last
Drawing his sword and inviting Rama’s attention,

He cut her throat.

RAMA’S DISTRESS AND GRIEF

Startled and shocked Rama cried:

"He has cut off the head of my darling wife Sita:
It is all over. This is as fate has willed it.

What need for any battle fierce hereafter?"

VIPISANA’S SAGE EXPLANATION

When the Lord of the Gods spoke thus,

Vipisana who knew the truth about all this,

Said: “That woman is not Sita. It is a false

Image of her! Lord, remember there is a ring of fire

655
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Round her who is the real Sita!

It is your delusion that you spoke thus:

Can any harm come to the queen of women?

As long as Mount Kailas exists,

No harm will come to her,” And forthwith

He sent a spy to check at Acokavanam

Where it was confirmed that Sita was safe and sound,
In the company of Tiricatai, his daughter;

And Rama was relieved and happy at this.

THE TWO ARMIES ENGAGED IN BATTLE
Ravana jumped up from his seat
(While the celestials, the Sun and the Moon
Bowed to him), and going into battle,
He shot his arrows, huge and numerous,
At the monkey army making them flee in fear!
On seeing this, Rakava beckoned to Lakshmana
And giving him a charmed sword,
Bade him cut down the demons with it
Obeying the order, the younger Lord
Wielded the sword with a will,
Such that the enemies confounded, fled:
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Some entered the sea and hid themselves,
Unable to withstand his onslaught;

The magic sword' of Lakshmana rendered
Many of them limbless; some lost

Their heads; some their entrails;

And others both their legs!

RAVANA’S COUNCIL OF WAR

As the dermon armies by the great sword

Of Lakshmana, were thus slaughtered,

Ravana the ten-headed onme, agitated in mind,
Entered . the audience hall, with anger unabated,
And seated .on his gemmed throne,

Queried thus his counsellors, ever active;
"Whom shall we send against them now?”’
The sage ministers replied: "In Patala,

We still have our enormous reserve forces!

If their monarch were to come in now,

To our aid, (He with two thousand hands

And one thousand heads), in a moment

He will wipe out the two- humans

And the monkeys in their armies.”

And accordingly a missive was sent

To the chief of the Reserve Forces, the terror -of the world,
Requisitioning his help, which the envoy
Handed over to him; reading the contents
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Of the same, the king despatched to the carth,.
A seven hundred veflam strong army. . .

THE KING OF THE PATALA SENDS AID ~
Powerful warriors from the netherworld '

Poured into Lanka.city -from the Narth, the South,

The West and the East; none on earth so far,
To equal them in valour, or thelr soverelgn,
With his thousand heads and hands two thousand
Each pne armed with clubs and. cudgels'
Ravana rejoiced hugely on seeing them

And presented ‘them with rich gifts -

Of costly silken kilts, and ornaments

Of virgin gold, lakhs of them!

With the request; "Gébble; up the two
Hunters and the hordes of monkeys-.at onge!’
Rushing about in the field, the demons ..
Swallowed the monkeys' théy: caught; some
They would push under -the billowy seal
And all the Vanaras seemed.to bq lost,

Like owls caught in their tree-hollows,

As the demons encucled them tlghtly,

And began thexr deadly squeeze' '
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Vipisana, Apuman, Jampavan and the ministers
Along with the comanders twentyfour
Went up to Rama, baffled and confounded.

BAMA DESTROYING THE RESERVE FORCES

Their. pride shattered and humbled

As the Vaparas in cosnfusion prayed

At Rama’s feet, and even Lakshmana
Appeared a little upset, Lord Kovinta

Smiled at them! Taking an arrow

From his qulver and uttering the mystic octad
*OM NAMO NARAYANAYA," he sent it
Against the demon forces. And lo! the weapon
Made his own mark upon the forehead

Of every one of the foes, such that

Each appeared te the other as Bsma' himself!
Thrown into utter confusion and disarray

By this superb strategy of the Lord,

They fought each other among themselves,
Crying: "See! There is Rama! Here is Rama!"
And their force entire was annihilated!
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The Epic Eternal

GODDESS KALI AND THE GOBLINS "FEAST UPON. THE.

214.

CORPSES

Kali and her little imps, goblins

And ghouls; rushed to feast upon, the flesh

Of the slain warriors, tearing off pieces

From the corpses sevenhundred” Veflam in-number
Piled up like hillocks: on the field!

The Vanara chiefs and other -leaders”

Prayed to the blue-complexioned Rakava

Crying: “Refuge! Refuge!” in gratitude!

RAMA’S ARMIES APPROACHING RAVANA’S FORT

A thousand ichorous tuskers, besides chariots
Ten thousand, a crore of horses, were engaged
In the ﬁerce battle by countless numbers

Of apes and, monkeys: ghouls danced in glee -
A hundred thousand of them, when Rama
Twanging his bow with tinkling . bells
Tintinnabulating, shot his deadly arrows

At the enemy and slew them in myriads!

The noise whereof did reach the seven -worlds’
For seven and a half Najikais at a stretch!

RAVANA'S DESPONDENCY

‘As hls wamors dear, “died multltudlnously,

The mlghty Ravana. wailed thus in grief;

"Oh Lost I am; I am lost! He has destroyed .
All ity reserve forces from the nether world, 'too!
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215.

216.

Oh what can we do to conguer the men
Who are causmg havoc thus in Lanka?"
And for once the ministers were tongge-tied.

RAVANA PREPARING FOR BATTLE !IINISELF

But summoning courage and conﬁdence agam
Ravana gathered his remaining armies together,
Determined to take the field himself,

Declaring proudly; "Demons and celestials

Are there to do my bidding; I have too

The boon of Lord Sankara T will be Ravana
Only if I kill these hunters!"

And beating his chest in challenge

He collected his troops, vast

As the round ocean, which marched to the beat
Of war-drums reverberating like thunder,

Along the streets of the city decked with hargings.

In direction eight they thronged, while

Giant-fans circular waved, pennons and flags fluttered,
Canopies and parasols crores of them,

Chariots many crores, palanquins,tuskers,

Horses many crores they marched,

The hundred hills trembled at their noise;

The moon and the sun fled in fear;

Wardrums mounted on ichorous eiephants resounded
The city entire was crowded with warriors,

While with diadem of nine kinds of gems on his head,
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The Eplc Eternal 669

His magic sword sparkling, Ravana went
To Mantotari's palace to take leave of her;
"I shall not return before giving these men
As food for foxes to eat”

Said he, in arrogant confidence;

MANTOTARI'S PRAYER TO RAVANA

And again the queen with passionate plea,
Implored him not to go to the field:

"My king! go not to battle;

Release Sita: send her back forthwith!

Listen! Last night I dreamt many a dream;

All your gemmed crowns I saw jackals biting

In the wood; foxes and jackals ran about

In our pezlace, howling and calling to each other:
O Lord, with arms cool as lotus! I saw

Your brother Vipisana ruling in Lanka!

I saw your horses and elephants dying

And all your armies defeated;

I saw your ministers, dying swordless, legless, handless;
I saw precious objects in my waist-cloth falling
And my Maérkalyam cut off and fall down to the ground,
"1 saw the wealth in our imperial treasury

Taken over by our agnate (Vipisana) :

I saw the golden lamp in your palace, extinguished
All on a sudden; I saw t00

In Vipisana palace, the lamp burning bright:

1 saw decked with a crown radiant as the sun,
Sceptre in hand, proud Vipisana go about in joy;-
Do not go, Sire! If you go

Much disaster is sure t0 OCCUr;

Don't go, my dear Lord."
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. RAVANA'S REPLY
"My queen Maniotari! You say these things,
Afraid of mere men! Even if I were to leave
You, my wedded wife, I shall not give her up!
Of yore, Hara, gave me a life-time
Of three and a half crores of years!
Still that boon is in effective operation!
None can kill me! there is no need
For you to fear about your 7ali;'S ,
My Mantotari! give me leave with a good heart
And send ‘me happily to battle”

" _ MANTOTARI AGAIN MAKES HER PLEA

"Dear Lord! you ask me to bid you farewell;

It is fated that the demons <n the earth

Must die soon; the boons given

By Lord Sankara have ail been rendered powerless
By the great chastity of the daughter of the earth,
Sita, imprisoned by you!

The fire of her chastity is sure to bum your body;
Lord! certain it is, you along with your sons

Are going to die; the time has come for it;

Fate cannot be put off!

If fated to lose all, so we must!

Will the arrow that destroyed the reserve forces;
Leave you alone? But you will not listen to advice,
If the time for you to die, has come!

Oh all right, go you and return soon!”

Thus she bade him farewell yet unwillingly!

157.7al - Ornament tied by the bridegroorh as a marriage-badge round the brides neck
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And Ravana despite her disapproval,
Rode to battle upon his lofty chariot
That seemed to hit the ruddy clouds in the sky!

THE PEOPLE OF LANKA WISHING GODSPEED
TO RAVANA

It were impossible to praise adequately,

The splendour of the procession!

Golden armlets shining bright on his twenty arms,

He rode swiftly on his car,

While the battalions thronged all around:

Women bright as lightning

Numberless, surrounded him and danced the Kummi!

"Beat the Kummi, girls! Beat the Kummi!

Beat and dance with your breasts shaking!

Beat the Kummi! See, tomorrow, our Ravana

Is sure to defeat Rama in battle!

Ravana is going to win! the demon army

Is going to defeat the petty chieftain Rama!

We are sure to see it with our own eyes!

Beat the Kummi, girls! beat the Kummi!

Adomed with fragrant powde:s, marks on the foreheads,

Flowers on the tresses and golden ornaments,

Let us bow to Ravana, conqueror of the foes!

Beat the Kummi, women! beat the Kummi!

Cleansing ourselves with turmeric-bath,

Collyrium tinting our €yes,

Our arms adorned with armlets,

Go before mighty Révana ten-headed,

Dance the Kummi women! dance the Kummi

Unretreating Ravana, with magic sword in hand;

Chief of the counsellors and commanders,

Powerful like Siva and capable like him!
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Our Ravana pure, greatly wise,

With his ministers Murkkan and Markkan,
Invincible destroyer of foes! great as Lord Sival
Bow to Ravana! and dance the Kummi,

G women, dance the Kummi!

Prime minister Makotaran wise in all ways
Will oppose Vamaparama E)day:

"Will he go to Yamaloka or conquer today?
Dance the kummi, women, dance the kummil"

THE BATTLE BETWEEN THE OPPOSING ARMIES

Leading his armies, heroic Ravana came against his foes:
Confident of victory, he came!

Lord Kovintarama with a prayer to Siva,

Took up his bow, swearing to kill Ravanz;

While he too praying to Siva, confident

Of the power of the boon, Ravana rode

With his limitless strength, like a huge hill,
With nine-gemmed chaplets blazing on his breast.
His ten golden crowns lovely like ten suns!

As he came in the vanguard of his demon forces,
Anuman leapt up and punched him with his fist:
And seizing his ten crowns,

At Kovinta's feet, he placed them as tributel
Happily embracing with his lotus hands

The valorous Vanaran, Rama presented him,

With a gemmed chaplet of rubies and blameless gems
Round his neck, he placed collars

And many-stranded chains

A heroic necklace and the Mufpuku's® jewel

And with joy Anuman's heart overflowed!

Vipisana rejoiced to see the crowns

158. Mutuku - Breacelet.
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217.

218.

At Rama's feet! whlle so, the ten crqwns burgeoned
Again on the ten heads of Ravana'

Offered the crowns by Rama lelsana refused them

Apuman then beat back the foes |
Along with the demon-ministers

When again the ‘leaders: came and fought

The young Lord Lakshmana shot -them down

With his victorious bow and arrows.

RAVANA'S ARMIES BEING DESTROYED
The garlanded ministefs, fell; ‘t’he leade;s fell;
Hordes of chariots, with their warriors fell
Numberless cavalry died; warriors on the banks
Of tuskers died; all the herores on the other side died!

Great indeed was the eamage with innumerable demons
Losing their lives! Makétaran!>® stood’ lookmg

As all his brother-ministers-died

As the ccowned demon king was lookmg on

All his counsellors died!. Bewildered Ravana

Became confounded as he. thought

"Tévéntirap himself cannot stand ‘before my ministers!
But now all .of them are dead!

My mind is confused;" said he to Makotaran

And he came up to the emperor and said to him

. "Ten-headed - Lord! whose greatness
.Nc')ne" can tell! Mll anyone grow despondent

159. Makétaran - The Prime ‘minister- of Ravana-
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In the midst of battle in the field?

Kings do not retreat dejected

Even if their fathers die!"

Now at this very moment, I shall go and take the field
And Makotaran came raging

Against the monkeys of the world-measurer
And wrought havoc in their midst, like fishermen
Catching fish in the turbid sea '
As they ran trembling before his might.
Ankatan, brightly-crowned, stemmed their retreat
The son of Vali, surrounded the demon forces
Vnafraid Makotaran fought with Ankatan

The younger Lord now took up his bow

And shot an arrow fierce and Makétaran fell
Ravana stood now alone as his minister

The last support he had was dead

"He has killed also my minister

But if I let go Rama without killing him
Everyone will laugh at me; none will recognize
Me as Ravana; 1 will show my real strength”
And hc marshalled all his weapons.



GCI‘r QUM s
Burassrer CUTGEE o556
Frdsd
219. oG48 umsen Gamn afgS G umL e Cang.
AS1CSE0 v s Caay gmPSSEO vmesdr Camg
A@Ssr1 Qan@ss wis Sigsfrsls umesdr Camy
B4 vgIma WCLO warumL nf airGe.

Bumeuswrsir G s C&TVLD
B
220. ve G Qg7 ARGUG @HUTGS
ugd srueme eunigemsamwé ClerigyCud
LW SESHT Condsus Gmmnm ‘
2.45 GenCac Qw/r@@asuﬂ CogSaresr
GenCeae. Cwn@ sifems an@maa&p'
SY& 0dFr unes Ckordma& Ui
oy wm Co o Clonsmeudsy,
ougs gniisy ufms Qwﬁ@@,ssuf!qi)

ufme Cun@ul Cnésdd Cumiameausich
ungé saac. Cancned Gungamaudd -

Qufw @obgde oflq Qwmemausso
it wrounss sl Quingameuda

SR CRaDUs S@TL. ClompameuTa)
&1@ Caaibey 1@ Qumpamsuish

Yoot Goume. Cougy Glommensusd
Cunf Guwefdd glong ®aufe)

218.3. fgeit - Flousir. HsYSHTL LKL & - yHeT uneflé @b UL gar. 219.4. @S-
Flenpbgs. wpl L tb - BobybLg. wsrudL. - Guiw Cunigsmallser. eumfarnGer -
@s&ClsTaverd Wiy a@SsTCar. 220.1. LSH - upy; @z TGS
220.2. sEsgb- @it Y. 255 - 2.pp. QT - YusH. shws - 558.
220.4. Qe ywr Gas - aurenré Geanensaner Qo iy ot Gar. 220.5. ufens - GaL_with.
ungdgeire b, Gam_of - Qs uamsser. 220.6. GBS b, Fily, LurFdsesend - oS
s EeT. 220.7. 2 MOEMTL LD - G AUMS s, sTHR&HTD - REHaumS 2 51Lb.
SEPHTR - RUAUSLD. 220.8. yebwewl @b - 2 L_1bied evwenamr TN LIRS LD.



The .Epic Eternal

219.

220.

The weapons he possessed were millions and millions,
Millions, that burnt the foes mynads of missiles;
Weapons' which cut the enemy were myriads -

The weapons given by the grace of Hara, were countless
In his twenty hands Ravana carried all these weapons.

RAVANA'S APPEARANCE AS HE. CAME ARMED

TC THE BATTLE

In his twenty hands he took these weapons

I shall now narrate, how he was armed

A discus in his hand he held;

The weapon Coffai in one hanﬂ

A dagger bright in. another hand

While another held the magic’ sword

A spear to cut in one hand

To deflect the blows of foes

A shield in one hand '

A double-edged claymore in one-hand:

The weapon Parakantam in One hand

A -sharp axe in the other hand

Kuntam and spe& in another hand

A dreaded noose in another )

Weapons, such as Umaikantam, Katukol Camutatu,

In other hands; a lance in one hand

A warlike bow, axe and Paffayam
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Club and cudgel in other hands

Thus with such dreaded weapons

He terrified the monkeys

With his legs, he kicked and chased thém:

He pierced them with his long spear

He cieated confusion in the armed bands of Rama’
A trident he threw at them and cut them down
With swords, and chased them such that '
The Vanaras said to themselves

"He will waste us all

Révana will come near Lord Rama soon

What we do we care if Ramarules

Or Ravana rules! or whether Sita is frced

Or stays back in Lanka; it is better

If we run for our lives."

Thus the Vaparas fled in fear of Ravana

But Anuman and king Jampavan-went among them
And gathering them together again

Came near the world-measurer;

Whom Sita's Lord seeing thought

*This Vanara army has come only (o help me
To defeat the demon forces”
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And meditating upon Siva, Rama prepared for battle
As the cloud-hued one rose to fight

Wise Vipisana and other ministers Maruti,

Ankatan, Jampavan, Nilan, Kumutan

Atittan and the great Lakshmana

Besides the twentyfour army commanders of the Vaparas
Hailed the Lord adorned with Conch and Discus!
Lakshmapa beating his thigh by way of challenge

Led the field with the milling troops

Surrounding him; as Lord Rama took his bow

The Vanaras led by Apuman marched such that

The red dust rose up! seizing a huge hill

He threw it -thunderously like a rain-cloud

Rumbling at the acon's end! with the Lord looking on
Young Lakshmana shot his numerous arrows

With a blue mountain, Maruti attacked, while Jampavan
Moved about here and there encouraging the armies
The twentyfour captains fought pitched battles;
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LAKSHMANA'S FROWESS IN BATTLE

The goodly arrows of Lakshmana hit the demons;
As Anuman's hills slaughtered the mighty demons!
Countless numbers of them died thus?

Their corpses filled the field!

Some of them left alive, tried to hide

Inside piles of corpses heaped on earth!

Some of them seeing the slaughter,

Would run in groups towards the sea

And Jie submerged hiding from the enemy!

The victorious Vanaras destroyed the demons:

As they lamented among themselves,

"What shall we tell our mothers searching for us?
What shall we say to our wives?"

The monkeys tore their mouths that spoke thus;
They plucked their entrails:

The arrows of Lakshmana destroyed their chariots
And the army entire in all the eight directions,
Fought their wondrous battle!

All of them fell; many of them
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Were mere servants, such as water-carriers

Riding on bullocks, to give water to the thirsty warriors;
Others such as those who fanned with their chowries,
Heralds announcing their titles, flag-bearers and all.
Besides warriors proper, all, all of them fell!

Looking at the carnage on his side,

Ravana grew anguished at heart.

RAVANA'S GRIEF AT THE DESTRUCTION OF
HIS ARMIES

"I was proud of my.unshakable reputation;

1 made the celestials do, service base, for me!

I imprisoned Sita because my sister's nose was cut

By Lakshmér_ua; I shall not allow that woman to leave:

1 have now become the enemy of Rama:

The time has become so bad for me,

That mere men who begged for their lives before,

Are now exceeding me in power;

What is there left for me to do?

My brother has joined the forces of the enemy

In order to see me killed;

Why need further talk?"

Thus mighty Ravana in anguished agitation,

Perplexed stood in the battlefield.
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221. Thus he stood on the field looking at the blue-hued Lord

222.

RAVANA COMING TO FIGHT AGAIN

With not a single weapon in his twenty hands,
But stili without losing courage,
Back to the battle he came, and beat the monkeys.

He chased the trembling Vanaras with his arrows!

His blows left their marks on them:

He challenged  the Lord with the Discus,

And abused him repeatedly;

Rama. showered arrows upon Ravana.

Aimed to cut down piece by piece, his limbs!
RAMA CUTTING OFF RAVANA'S HEADS

As Rama shot his arrows, Ravana moved his heads

This way and that to avoid them.

As Rikava sent his shafts at him,

They hit him with the force of a hill thrown at him,

And plucked off his ten heads!

But as he recalled them,

Back they grew upon on his neck!

Again and again they were cut off,

And again and again they grew!

With his perfect bow Ramasent his fierce arrows,

At the conch-like necks or Ravana.
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Then the Lord sent his Discus at his heads,

His bow, his white canopy of state, and his flag.
The demon with Siva's boon in his mind

Caught hold of the Discus, intending to destroy it;
But it cut his heads and went on to destroy,

All that opposed its progress,

Including the warriors and the tuskers!

RAVANA COMING BACK TO BATTLE WITH HIS

NEWLY GROWN HEADS

The arrow sent to put an end to the evil demon,

The Discus weapor, cut off the crowned heads;

Which, back appearing on his neck

The demon went on fighting still alive,

As result of the boon he had obtained,

From' the Supreme Light in recompense for his great tapas!

"How do we leave the war-camp and enter the city?

How do we kill him for good? How can we

Finally defeat him?", thus wondered Rama!

VIPISANA ADVISES RAMA ABOUT HOW TO
KILL RAVANA
Bowing at the flowery feet of the Lord,
Praying to him Vipisana said;
"Primal Nardyana, who measured the earth!
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‘The Epic ‘Eternai

Ten-headed Ravana has a chalice of nectar

Where lies the secret of his long life!' o

It is in the middle of his chest;

Whatever weapons you send against him,

Or howsoever his heads are cut or mutilated,

The ten hea_ds of Ravana will burgeon back again!

He will not die, Lord! he cannot go down!

He will continue to do heroic exploits;

No divine weapon can touch him;

Come back, he will!

He is the base sinner, with arms stout

With heroic wounds after many a battle!

If your arrow destroys his secret chalice of nectar,

Even Siva's boon will lose its power!

Then Ravana will die for good, O Lord!"

RAMA AIMING HIS ARROW AT RAVANA'S

CHALICE OF NECTAR

Rakurdma thanking Vipisana, acknowledged his ignorance

Of this all-important secret; and meditating

On the mystic pentad Namacivdya he fixed his arrow,

And shot it at the bosom of Ravana,

Which seized and destroyed his secret power!

After which the dreadea arrow, of Rama cut off

The heads of the cruel demon finally: and for good.

His ten heads down on the ground,

Ravana fell at last, while the arrows danced gleefully in the air

With the heads upon them!

-£95
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The Eplc Eternal 697

THE RELIEF AND JOY OF THE PEOPLE OF EARTH
ON THE DEATH OF RAVANA
All the universes and the orbs danced and sang
At the death of Ravana:
"Tirumal has conquered Ravana at last", they said!
"The once-victorious demon, Lord of Lanka,
Beautiful Rakurama has slain", they said!
The celestials rejoiced that Rama had put an end to Ravana.
The seven sages and seers said;
"Rama’has smashed Ravana's power on earth”
Bnd poured a rain of Parijatam’ flowers upon Tacarati!
%us, celestials and kings showered flowers!
"Victory to Patmanapa; Victory to the emerald-hued!
To Jayarama, Rakurama, Shrirama, the cloud-hued!
All those who had suffered so far rained flowers
And the Lord became happy in their happiness.

VIPISANA'S GRIEF
To the field where ten-headed Ravapa lay dead
His loving brother Vipisana swiftly. came:
And beating his face with his hands,
Placed his face upon the face of his brother dead,
Embracing the ten heads he cried:
"Oh, I am orphaned! sinner I am,
I have lost my brother! I told you countless times,
My words of advice; scoming them
You have lost your life!
This body great in vain you bore:
You became Rama'h enemy; you have ruined your life,
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The Epic Eternal

Becoming the Lord's foe by imprisoning Sita;
You have lost your kingdom, your sons;

You have lost Atikayan, Intirajit, Lakkarap,
Atcayan and countless ministers and your gemmed' crowns.
I prayed to you, I advised you,

How to get salvation! careless of my words

O brother! you have embraced death.

I advised you.truly to give up Janaki:

But you would not listen, my king!

Sita's chastity has groerI into a great fire
Which has consumed you, O my brother;
Because you have made an enemy of Rakurama.
-O brother! you lost not only your ten heads:
Your sons have all gone;

And Lanka too has gone up in fire and smoke!”

MANTOTARI'S LAMENT
As Vipisana thus stood lamenting,
Doe-like Mantotari entered the battlefield;
And falling upon her husband's body
Lamented, tragically beating her belly and her breasts,
She cried and cried; loosening her tresses, "My Lord! My King!"
Placing his crowned head on her lap she said:
"I was living in Kailas for a time:
As you did tapas true to the Primal Light,
He gave you many boons and sent me as your wife:



Rpmod sees

o G S5 wiahade 2 eupgossd: QUDAGIsdh

QuisiigyaBan CrasBlsdrws QumbaingSair anPsSnsCser 70
ungbSaien Cusiimaaf @ wamaummst GfauirisCant

Sedamyd sSmafwycdr satfaidg udwnp

OrpHHSET DSUWDHUTCH BTN (ef WGEIGTVCT

oSiRCHT WenaIouaL e G ClosrCyCear 75
Beirmrenss Fmswamg aFCGak & ClererCaGer

ClerBiartlsthant Caamrod) SAOUGMS UMSsds

s Car Fifpdssd smfulf Csn@s6s56a

UPQEMPSCsE sam_maf Unsass SivUEDS

QpiCla@sg e c.nber BL@ogs GlFlisnGar 80
FCEF aebsurdd CpiGsy wnGsns

Car @rey s @FcImans Clarsm@ganmili &gssnCer

S@C5GE58 symfsantear CenBemwblods CstsnCar

awgaw Guiiester wpdrdfs6s WESoFECs

Fégtlobss ShSromms Coaismar guaCsmT ml 85
BIs0dgis sdasmur BRSsamrCaT wemguwCeT

3G EEsSCaTONID HURPSEERT WaeTTOG)

sdsomi) onar_Qahisd Patwefs Queipgpsmir

WFSouwCar Clygemudt Qusafwemss Popuidencuss)

uouen Ggit ufaPuyd v ammps CsmpnCr 90
vleanipp CempfSs udgiyy WeidCsr

sCLyan oty saamfsiome QpssnCsm

224.69. 2 Qupsl - WRPHS. 224.70. Qunmgum@a;rm Csaimowsggmi. 224.71. 19fauri
&G - 1905g) (1019 581) CuneunisGar. 224.72. GHPEDWBHs - sDOaNGBg. 224.73. saell-
Guid. 224.74. wappner - a@M; Qunivenetd GPSs5. 224.76. 1Aeraunany - lerared
Cungiih gaflyerL waear. 224.77. Unss5S - 5IGuTS. 224.80. QEHCs@Ss ol LnGar-
Wopow figs el mGar. A G - Qsn@ew. 224.81. waGsnH - wrumald.

224.82. Glarl @oib - Qsr@erw Qsuwnd. &b Ghlaramer - o creaer Qnés aeausg).

seavenls GugsrGar - Qig ‘RNwd o fsrGar acrm Qunapamard GHSSS.
224.85. Aigz Cwilds - syfle) gewds. 224.86. KR sTUGH, FéseeT, 9| Ty UIGHT -
Quraiewsr owigiss Quuisd. 224.87. syaaf - o waid. 224.88. s&RFwrdr -
U@GSs ). 224.89. Gweellui - Qudrerw QueL o wai; Fans.

—_—
75, spwdld]



The Epic Eternsi

With you I lived, and happily bore you sons many.
Is all the life I lived with the Tévas at my command,
After all a false life?
If it were true, will my Lord have left me thus?
And now he lies dead, a prey .to dogs and jackals,
And for Kaji and her goblins to consume his flesh.

- O king! you have fallen to the arrows of our foe;
My king! did I not tell you not to go to fight?
I told you to give up Sita, bright as Iighmidg;
Careless of all my advice, you are dead now
Because of -the evil sinner Curppanakai
With whom you were born.
I have now lost my 7Tali;
1 have lost my everything,
Because of the cruel sinner Curppanakai.
She has spoiled everything, this cruel
Heartless demoness; a wrecker of our family,
Is this evil sinner; she has succeeded
In killing you and now she is happy.
It is she who has ruined our family thus deliberately.
O my handsome son Intirajit! you made the king of the Gods
Intira your slave! O Atikayan, Lakkanan, Atcayan,
That all of you should together die
Instead of ruling this earth, is only due to my Karma,
It is fate that Rama's spouse was imprisoned by my Lord
Thereby losing the city, the armies
Horses and elephants and kingdom and Lanka;
You have lost your city and your ten heads;
O my beautiful husband! my king!
Won't the sand of the earth irritate your eyes?
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The Epic Eternal 703

Oh, your body used to slumber only upon matlresses fine,
Now is lying upon rotten wasteland.

Has the boon of great Sankara become false?

The treacherous sinner, the traitor Clrppanakai,

Has ended our prosperity;

Sita was born as the daughter

Of the king of the great Mitila city, only to destroy
Lanka's monarch! It is all the work

Of the wretched demoness Curppanakai! This you did not know
O crowned king!" she cried; "O my first born Intirajit!
The mighty armies of our demon race

Have been killed only by Lord Kovinta"

MANTC-)TAFH‘S ANGER TOWARDS VIPISANA
"It is my brother-in-law Vipisana who has caused
Lord Kovinta to kill all my family with intent
To rule this opulent Lanka! my cruel brother-in-law
Has used Lord Tirumal," Thus she chastised Vipisana.

225. Going near his brother's wife
And hearing her grief-stricken charge.
Vipisana said to her:" My kind sister-in-law!
If T had tried to secure the kingship
Of Lanka in collusion with Rama,
May 1 be guilty of the sin of a base-born
Who mates with a prostitute,
Tempting men with her beauty!

226. My good sister! Blame you have laid on me,
That I caused my brother's death:
Even on the day he imprisoned Sita,
I advised my brother in earnest words.
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This, Lord Sankara himself,

Holding a leaping stag in his ruddy hand, knows;
As also Lord Tirumal, Brahma and

All the holy sages! Sri Ramachandra

Lord of all creations, brought with him '

An army vast of monkeys; this fact

I brought to Ravana's notice,

With words of advice numberless, begging him
To free Sita; but replying with intemperate

And haughty words he refused

To release her; I implored him

In order that he may continue to rule Larka

As before, to seek refuge

At the feet of the emerald-hued Lord!

Oh, If he had freed from prison,

Sita (of tresses decked with flowérs bee-haunted)
Valorous Apuman would not have set fire to Lanka!
If he had only made peace with the Lord,
Atcayap and Lakkanan would not have died!

If only doe-like Sita had been released,

Prince Atikayan would not have died!

And Intirajit polyvaliant, that conquered

The celestials, would not have lost his life!

Nor also Kumpakarnap massive like Makameéru,
Nor too the myriads of warriors and counsellors;
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22a

Dear sister-in-law mine! how could you
Charge me, that greedy like a wretched cat
Battening on corpses, | was

Enamourad of kingship

Hungering with a pot-belly, after base pelf?
You stay in lanka and rule happily

For I am going away with Rawa!

Life and death are not of other's making!
My sister Curppanakai it was,

Who with her evil words caused Sita's durance;
And her wile and treachery caused,

Lanka's fall” Thus as Vipisana

Earnestly spoke, bejeweiled Mantotar
Convinced, moved towards Lord Rama.

MANTOTARI'S PRAYVER TO RAMA
Vipisana and his sister-in-law came
Before the Lord adorned with sacred basii,
And prayed to him: "Refuge, Lord Patmanapa!
Brother-in-law of Paramésvara!
Lord cloud-hued! Lord Jasper-hued!
I surrender at your feet!
A boon I seek at your hands!
Lord Accuta! give me fire that I may be
Consumed along with my husband.”
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RAMAIS REPLY
"Truthful Mantotari! listen now
To what I say: to Tacarata
In lofty Ayotti, four of us were born!
At Mitilai, I wedded Sita; and then
In obedience to mother Kaikéci's ordef,
We went into forest exile; wherein,
Sita on seeing a golden stag asked me
To catch it for her as a pet; as I went
Leaping after the deer and then my brother
Too came in search of me, your husband
Carried off Japaki and imprisoned her.
We sent Anuman as our envey to Ravana
And then also Ankatan with a niessage
That if he freed Sita and sent her back
Ravapa would not be troubled.
But to the wicked, ignorani of consequences,
Can good sense ever prevail?
Would anyone set fire to the tail
Of an envoy? would any dare to make
An enemy of me and oppose me in battle?
Or again confound me by slaying before my eyes,
A false image of Sita? Will anyone
Drive away Vipisana, the good,
For offering advice sane and wise?
Well, what can we do if he chooses
To ruin himself with his vile acts?.
What can we do, O Queen?
Go back to Lanka and stay there, ‘
Accepting your fate”
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227.

MANTOTARI FALLING INTO A FIRE-PIT
As thus the Lord advised her
She replied; "O Lord! fire alone
I need now to die in; nought else!
Of yore in Kailash I was born
As Mayan's daughter! you also know,
How I was given in marriage
To the ten-headed one! And now I'm
Resolved to give up my life
By falling into the fire,
Why do you want me to live further?"
As she spoke thus, determined to die,
To the Lord adorned with basil-wreath,
Fire appeared in a stick in his hand
All on a sudden, with which Vipigana
Kindled the funeral pyre and Mantotari
Leapt into it! while the women around
Wailed in a chorus of ululation.

VIPISANA PERFORMING OBSEQUIES
TO THE DEAD
Obeying the command of Tirumalrama
That he perform the funeral ceremonies
To all the .dead, Vipisana offered libations
To the dead, without omitting
Any ritual with fire and water as ordained!
And purifying himself, he went before the Lord
And prayed at his sacred feet.
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THE CORONATION OF VIPISANA

228. It was arranged now for the coronation
Of Vipisana as the new ruler of Lanka;
And the date and auspicious time thereof
Were fixed; the city entire A
Was decorated -suitably; pavilions
And canopies many-coloured, were decked
With plantain, jack, cane and fruits of all kinds!
Spathes- of areca-nut trees, cassia flowers,
Fragrant Maru, Champak, Jasmines of all kinds,
Red water-lilies and chrysanthemums,
Odorous and colourful, adorned the halls everywhere!
And after due performance of yagnas appropriate
With holy water vessels sanctified by temple priests,
Vipigana devotee of Rama was seated
Upon a royal dais and anointed king of Lanka!
Upon a tusker the king went in procession
Wearing the royal crown as a mark
Of his sovereignty over the reaim of Lanka!
May king Vipisana flourish ever crescent!

JAMPAVAN HAILING ‘RaSEAS GLORY

As Ham ®éma. Lord Tamotara entered,
The well-decorated city along with Vipigana
He came to the imperial palace wrought of emerald!
He marvelled to himself at its great beauty,
Thinking that he had not seen its like
In the whole earth; and Jampavan
Knowing what passed in the Lord's mind

Exclaimed thus rapturoilsly:A "I have seen
In my long life mountains having wings'®®

160-164 are psed by the poet as ime markers referring to distant past : ‘
160. Mountains have wings - As they were refractory and troublesome Intira cut off their

wings with his Vajrdutam (Jobn Dowson : Hindu Mythology arnd Religion).
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To fly with I've seen good potable water

In the salty sea; I've seen

Lord Siva's throat blemishless!6!

I have seen Manmatan in the flesh:!62

I have seen Brahma with five heads;!®3

I was present when the ocean

Of milk was churned!

I have seen Intira with only his two eyes!!®*
O Lord with the basil-wreath adorned!

Many a marvel I have seen in the past
With my very eyes! But Lord!

T have never seen you ask for anything for yourself!”
"It never came to my mind tc ask

For anything, O Jampavan!

One cannot see a sight beautiful

As this Lanka city" And thus happy at heart,
Rakurama went into his sleeping quarters,

To rest for the night.

RAMA DECIDES TO RETURN TO AYOTTI

Waking up at dawn and completing
His puja to Eswara, Rama said to his companions:

161. Siva's throat blemishless - Jampavan refers to the time before the churning of the
ocean obviously, when the Aalakala poison appeared which to save the world, Siva
swallowed (hence his name 'Nilakanfag). 162. Manmath in the flesh - Refers to the time
betore the God of Love was moving about in flesh and blood! He was burnt to ashes
by a glance of Siva for interfering with his Tapas. He was pardoned later and permitted
to live, but visible only to his wife Rathi. 163. Brahma with five heads - The four-faced
God, had once five heads, but one was burnt off by the fire of Siva's third eye because
he had spoken disrespectfully (John Dowson). 164. Intira with only his two eyes - An
obvious reference to the time before the God's misbehaviour with Akalikai.
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"Only four days remain now before the deadline
We have given to Parata; N

Oh,. he will surely fall into ﬁre after that:

Oh, how shall we prevént him

From ending his life on the ‘a;ppointed' day

O brother Lakshmana, Jampavan, Valorous Apnumap
Ankata! we have to get back to Aydtti immediately!
Go you and fetch Sita hither." '

ANUMAN GOING TO ACOKAVANAM. TO BRING SITA

Apuman (adept in archery) entered AcOkavanam
Both his hands held over his head

In prayerful adoration, crying, "Refuge!

Refuge! Janaki Lakshmi! Queen among women
Mother Sita! the powerful demon

Is dead with all his hosts!

Our Lord has bestowed the kingship of Lanka
Upon lelsana his eternal devotee!

Rise now with Tiricatai and deign to accompany me.'

SITA'S REPLY

"O Anumap ! Have the eyes that saw

Ravana the vile demon, seize and place me

In his chariot burnt their fire out?

Good, my son, Good! I will pow come’

As he has carried out my will;

I ‘will come to his feet, as commanded bv him!
"O queen among women, Sita (slender as a golden vine!)
O my mother! The worthy one has sent

For you! Daughter of the Earth! Deign to rise

And come with me" said Apuman

"Reputed Anuman! I shall come Just as 1 am,

Straight from my sorrowful imprisonment,

Even with bird-droppings and lizard's eggs

On my' garment, before the lotus-eyes of my Lord!

'if
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I shall not cleanse my body,
Till T meet him" said Japaki of great beauty.

ANUMAN REQUESTING SITA TO TAKE HER BATH

"Lovely princess! If the Lord were to see you
As you were in the cruel prison,

He would grieve much and suffer,

Shedding tears copiously; O mother!

I shall give you fragrant kérai'® tubers

And turmeric to cleanse yourself,

Mother Janaki, that you may appear

Properly before my Lord Rama}

SITA TAKES HER BATH BEFORE MEETING RAMA
"Anuman, you are my son of old, and Tiricatai,
My dear friend! The Great Dancer

Siva alone knows the truth!”

Cursing the thousand demonesses surrounding her
To become ghouls and wander in the great world,
With her fair companion, friendly Tiricatai,

She bathed and dressed herself

In silken garments blue!

RAM4 SPEAKING HARSH WORDS TO SITA

When Rama saw Sita dressed thus,

With her tresses washed and well-combed

And adorned, he spoke thus harshly to her:

"Oh it becomes you well Sita, (of honeyed speech,)
That you have been so beautifully dressed

During your imprisonment in Lanka!"

SITA CHASTISING ANUMAN
As Rama spoke these cruel words ironically,
Sita turned to Apuman,

165. Kdra - Fragrant Tuber (Cyperus Rotundus).

23
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Gnashing her teeth and frowning-at him

And abused him thus; "O you wicked Apuman!
Was it not you who bade me bathe,

Before coming to my Lord's. presence?

May your face become sharp. as a needle,
Your head flat! May you become pot-bellied."
Thus she cursed Maruti of mlghty arms!
And turning to Rama she said:

"Heeding the words of Agumag

I cleansed myself, ere I came to you:

It was foolish of me, to have done that;
Pardon me, O.Lord! I swear. in truth”

RAMA REQUESTING SITA TO GET INTO A FIRE-PIT

"Q Japaki true! People of the earth

Will gossip and we cannot close

Their lips; they may speak slander

That the base demon kept you in prisor
And her husband brought her out!

Even like plunging into holy Ganges,

If you were to enter the blazing fire
And come out swiftly unscathed,

No one will find fault with you
Thereafter! O Sita! You will be adored

And worshipped by all then.”

SITA ENTERING THE FIRE AND COMING ourT
To satisfy the public and clear their suspicion
Young Lakshmana and Anuman kindled a fire;

And going near the fire-pit,

Sita of lovely long tresses

Spoke thus: "O blazing fire, burning.

‘With sandalwood and champak, fed by ghee!

If it were true that my mother

Is the Goddess of the earth;

-That. 1 was truly reared by Janakan;
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229,

If it were true that I, Sita Mahalakshmi,
Am the daughter of Janakan; )
If it were true, that I think

Of Rama alone as my Lord and husband;
And any other as dreaded poison;

If it were true, that my chastity

Is unshaken and well-established,

Eternal, and for all time; O Akkini!

Be cool to me!" cried she

And saying thus, Sita (of choice jewels)
Plunged into the pit of fire!

And Lo! the God of Fire

Came out with Sita in his arms,
Worshipping her like a deity,

And placed her beyond the fire-pit.

Now Sita walked slowly towardg Rama.,
Dressed in silken garments,

Beautifully bedecked with jewels,

And bowed at his feet, praising his glory.

SITA'S SORROWFUL WORDS

Entering the wonderful mansion

Of Vipisana where ' Rama gtayed,

Sita looking down on earth,

Said these words: "O mother mine!
Taking birth from you, I became

The spouse of Rakava, Prince of [Ayotti:
The creator has ordained that

I should suffer thus in durance vile
And then plunge into fire and come out
Unscathed to prove myself!

It's my fate; on earth no other woman
Had suffered as I have done! O _mother!”
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TACARATA APPEARING FROM ON HIGH IN THE
PUSHPAK'® AERIAL CAR
Just to relieve for good the grief
And the agony of the Goddess Sita
Celestial Tacarata came betore Rakurama
The perfect one, to his great wonderment!
Adoring with flowers his father's feet
With Lakshmana and Japaki by his side
Rama was overjoyed on seeing his father!
And the Emperor hailed Rama
As his darling son whom he had obtained
After much travail and penance.
Embracing him, he blessed him thus:

TACARATA'S BENISON

231. "May you live long] Rama
Victorious Ever! may you iive long!
May you live long that the earth entire
May hail you, and the celestials
Praise you for relieving their distress,
And your companions adore your feet,
As the loving consort ef Sisa of lovely tresses!
May you live long! Rama
Victorious Ever! May you live long!
After your exile in the forest
Because of Kaikeéci, you did foster
And protect the Yagnas
Of the Holy seers! May you live long,
That Intira and the Gods may
Live in peace and the people
Of the land may prosper. forever!
"May you live long! Rama
Victorious Ever! May you live long!
O son! you had the boon, to sever

166. Pushpak Aerial car- The Aerial Car which originally belonged to Kupéra.
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232.

233.

The heads ten of the demon-sinner,

Who by guile abducted Sita and imprisoned her,
Thereby ruining his race entire,

And himself lost his. life!

May you live long! Rama

Victaorious Ever! May you live long!

Rama! even if the billowy sea

Were to dry up, and the Sun and the Moon
Move from their places, the Goddess.

My daughter-in-law, golden Sita,

Your chaste wife, will never have any blemish.,
Though Makameéru may suffer diminution!

May you live long! Rama

Victorious Ever! May you live long!"

Thus blessing Rama ‘Lakshmana and Mother Sita,
Tacarata returned in the aerial car

To Intira's world, where he abode

In the midst of the other Gods,

Retaining his earthly body!

May his son Rama five long!

TRICATAI COMING TO THE ROYAL
GUEST HOUSE
As Sita now happily stayed in the royal mansion
Tricatai and her companions bowed at the feet of Rama;
Offering flowers Tricatai stood, a picture of goodness!
"Unfailingly you stood by Janaki
Protecting her with your presence!
You'll be born in your next birth
As one devoted to me!" said the Lord.
To Tricatai and the other women with her,
Countless jewels of virgin gold
Were given by way of appreciation!

RAMA PREPARING TO LEAVE FOR AYOTTI

"Born on earth as Rama we did
Destroy the Demon Ravana

727
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Enemy to all; Tévéntira adept

In vedic lore, got relief true, through us!
In the end, the evil sinners

Were hunted down! but if we

Do not return forthwith to Ayotti

Parata in anguish will fall into fire!"

The queen mothers are yearning to see
Narayana Rama! hence O good Anuman!
Jampavan, Cukkiriva, Ankata, Vipisana!
Prepare atonce for our journey"

Rejoicing at-this command, the young Lord
Along with the seventy veflam monkey army
Vipisana, ministers, and the commanders twentyfour
With immense riches as tribute,

Turned North leaving Lanka behind

THE PARTY GETTING ABOARb THE PUSHPAK CAR

The aerial car that Ravana had won

From Kupera, Vipisana now offered

To Rama and his companions!

Gracious Sita, Teicets, Primal Narayana

His younger brother and all others

Got into the celestial vehicle which now,

Flew North; the Lord showed Sita

The Catu bridge (whereby they came to Lanka)

And also the forest wherein

The sages and seers stood in groups.

Alighting at Ramesvaram, Rama mow offered

Ritual oblations and libations to the names of the dead!
Upon a bed of sacred grass he performed Tarppapam
To his father and other forebears as ordained!

The army now bivouacked near the end of the bridge,
Where he sojourned for a while.

Gods and SagesA saw him perform pija to Siva

At the holy Cétu, after bathing in ritual fashion.
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RAMA BIDDING ANUMAN TO- BRING KACI LINKAM

"O Apuman go you to Kacil®? and bring
Forthwith, a Li’r"gka of Eternal Siva!"

As thus the cloud-hued Lord ordered him.
Anuman left for Kaci right away:

But ere he could return, came there

Sage Akattiyar with his wand and holy vessel,
Who told Rama to make a Linka

By heaping the sands of Cétu in Linka shape
And the Lord began his worship

As suggested by the Sage.

ANUMAN BRINGING THE LINKA TIED IN HIS TAIL

As Anuman flew back with the Linka
Securely tied in his prehensile tail,

The Linka protesting wriggled out

Of his grasp and fell down

On earth: when Anuman tried to lift it up,
A pit caused by his struggle, now appeared
With a holy spring called Apumakuntam.
"You will pluck out a hundred hills huge
But can you lift the Linka of the Lord?"
Thus Anuman pride was humbled

For the nonce! The Linka from Kaci

Was consecrated by Rama and pija

In proper form was offered to it!

Nine kinds of stones were erected
Thereon and holy water sprinkled,

On them (so that generations of devotees
Coming after may offer worship

And get relief for their ills).

167. Kaci - Benares, on the Ganges, most sacred to the Hindus.
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234.

THE GREATNESS OF CETU

If one were to pray devoutly

Anumakuntam and Navapasanam!68

One will realise all one's wishes;

Bathing in the holy spring at Ceétu

On Ekataci'® day, fasting the while,

After sheéaring off one's hair

One will get blessings many! Listen O Sita!

Bathing in Viratakiraka!’® and worshipping,

At the shrine of Ceturamalinkam;

Bathing in Viratakiraka Spring and completing the pija
To the nine holy stones and giving gifts to the needy,
Performing Tarppapam to the forefathers

And the next day in the Temple of Ramésvaram!’!
To take one's meal on the holy Tuvataci'’ day,

One gets more merit in Cétu, than in the sacred Kaci!
Sita! many are the sins which can be expiated here,
If Tapas is performed earnestly at the Cétu

A place in Civalokam and an adamantine body

While on earth, will accrue!

Salvation will result as well as Siva's grace!
Knowledge of Agamas and Sastras
And divine blessings, pure joys will accrue,
Besides the blessing of progeny, if one '
Were to worship at the holy waters of Cetu
Where Rama first worshipped Siva.

168. Navapasanam - Tévipattanam near Ramnad, with nine sfones representing nine planets.
169.\ Ekataci - The 11th digit of the Moon in a fortnight. 170.Tanuskoti - A sacred place
on the seashore near Rameswaram. 171, Rameés varam - Place sacred to all Hindes. 172.

Tww@acd - The 12th digit of the Moon in a fortnight.
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24

"All sins will be expiated,”

Said Primal Narayana Rama.

"Expiated will all sins be!"

Men -of opulence or the indigent,

The denizens of the underworld,

And-the other thirteen worlds,

Will be relieved of the fruit

Of their sins present or past!

Expiated will all sins be! )

The sin of covetously seizing the wealth of others
The crime of killing a king or a Brahmin;

The sin of treachery against a king by ‘his ministers;

The sin of killing women or infants,
Expiated will all sins be! -

The crimes of murder, theft, wine-bibbing.
Lust, sinping against the preceptor;

The sin of filling up with earth

Rivers and ponds and wells: the sin,
Against the husband or the leader;

The sin of plotting against the wedded wife;
Of demolishing goodly temples;

The crime of buying below the purchase price due;
The crime of nonpayment of wages,

For work done; of not avoiding

Vain, boastful talk or scandal-mongcnng,
The sin of taking life by stealth;

Of ruining noble women chaste;

The sin of insulting elders;

The crime of highway robbery;

The sin of harassing good men;

The crime of bearing false witness,

And not being impartial; the evil deeds of black mag1c

Sorcery and cruelty against others;
The sin of intemperate anger against parents; -
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The sin of giving judgement,

Swerving from justice and truth;

The sin of slayidg a brother or a holy man;
The crime of putting away the wedded wife,
And hankering after another woman;

These and other such great sins

And crimes numberless,

Can sure be expiated

Here at Tapuskoti! Hypocrisy, treachery

And betrayal of trust,

Cannot be expiated at any other place

But this, but this!"-

VIPISANA RETURNING TO HIS COUNTRY

236, Thus said the Lord, citing
The Great Dancer's crdainment!
And after performing the rituals
On Ekataci and Tuvataci, the next day,
And giving gold away plentifully to charity,
Rama now persuaded Vipisana
With soft and gentle words,
To go back to Larka - And he,
Rich with immortal boons at the hands
Of the seven sages, Lord Rama,
And Sita, went back to their place.
The causeway from Cétu to Lanka
Became submerged under the sea
Lest others should use it against Lanka.

RAMA AND OTHERS REACH THE BANKS OF
THE GANGES
237. Receiving the blessings
Of the Sages and Seers Tantakaraniyam
Tirumalrama, the blessed, traversed
Many a town and village;
Crossing woods and groves
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And fostering rivers, he rested
A while on the banks of the Ganges,
Far-famed on Earth for its sacredness.

‘RAMA STAYING IN THE HERMITAGE OF SAGE
PARATTUVARACAR

As :he neared the holy hermitage

Of Parattuvaracar, the Sage came forward
With a hearty welcome! Learning

With pleasure the glad tidings

Of how the dark-hued One had saved

The celestials; Of how he had conquered
Outright the evil demons; of how

Vipisana the true, had become

The king of Larka, the sage rejoiced greatly,
And feted them with food of six different tastes,
In a wondrous display of hespitality,

To his noble guest and his retinue!

And all the while the immortals

From on high culled Parijatam flowers

And showered them on. Lord- Rama,,

Even like a torrential downpour

From the rain-clouds overhead!

RAMA CONTEMPLATING PARATA'S CONDITION

And now Rama thought within himself:

"Today is the day fixed for my return

To Ayotti as promised to my brother Parata,
Anxiously awaiting my arrival after the term of exile;
If he does not see me today, in the presence

Of others surely he will fall into the fire!"

RAMA SENDING .ANUMAN TO PARA1A
#0 Maruti! Go you at once to Ayotti
And announce to Parata that I am on my way
To meet Bim™ Taking to heart, the command
Of Rama and bowing to him with folded hands,
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ANUMAN SEEING PARATA

Anuman shot up into the air like a gale,

And reaching in a.trice Ayotti city

Without any difficulty, saw there

Ramdi brother, Parata beautiful like a picture,

PARATA DECIDING TO PLUNGE INTO THE FIRE

His eyes streaming with tears,

Ever on the watch for Lord Rama's returm,

Crying aloud in grief thus: "O my good king Rama,
Who went to the forest exile at the behest

Of my mother, that evil sinner, Kaikeci,

Has not rushed up to me as promised

After the fourteen-year term has ended today:

Will 1 still continue to bear this life?

No! I shall end my life now!”

As he cried thus in grief, all the people

And the ministers grew sad,

The anguished queen mothers became agitated in mind,
While a goodly pit was dug on earth

And logs piled high within it, and pots

Of fragrant oils poured upon them:

"Give up my life I shall, as the cloud-hued Lord -
Has not appeared before me still;

This is the day fixed for his return, .

By my brother himself! I brought with me

The sandals, of him ever unswerving from justice!
Why question further? My brother has not returned,
Within the stipulated time!

Fire is my only refuge! Refuge I take

In fre!" he cried: "my brother's

Two feet are my refuge! O Kaikeci,

Multiple sinner, that you are,

Yours the responsibility and the blame for all this!
My brother Catturukkana-is now the king of Ayottil"
So saying, Parata went thrice round the blazing fire.
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238

239

240.

ANUMAN PREVENTING PARATA FROM
IMMOLATION

As Parata stood thus before the fire -
With hands folded in oprayer,
Before he leaped into the pit,
On a sudden Apuman appeared
Landing swiftly before Parata, from the sky,
Shouting happily: "In a moment comes
Lord Rama himself, and none else!"
And truthful Apuman quickly did jump
Before Parata, his victorious tail long,
Raised aloft and shouted loud:

*He is coming, Narayana!

Coming he is, Rakava! the-son of Tacarata
Of Ayotti, is approaching even now!
Tirumalrama, the perfect is coming!

The lofty Tirumal is coming! coming

Is Sita's spouse, the cloud-hued Lord!”

Rama is coming, Hari Hari,

Rama is coming!

He who sired Manmath; who is the brother-in-law
Of the One with the forehead eye! ’

Brother of Goddess Kali! the support of the poor!
Sridhara, the consort of fragrant Sita;

Lo! he has come near now,

To the north-east corner comes of the Ganges!
Rama is coming, Hari Hari

Rama is coming!

He has come, who holds the Cench and the Discus!
Who has vanquished mighty Tatakai!

He has come, whose couch is the serpent!

Who gave salvation to the tusker

That trumpeted "O.Primal source of all! refugel!”
Rama is coming, Hari Hari

Rama is coming!
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241.

242.

173. Vafaval fire - Submarine firc,

He who measured all the worlds, is coming,
Who imprisoned Makapali (in the underworld)!
He who wears the cool sacred-basil wreath,
Who gives salvation to all, has come!

Rama is coming, Hari Hari,

Rama is coming!

He who transformed a stone into a woman,
Who slew the cruel demons, is coming!

The ineffably beautiful one is coming!
Approach no nearer to the fire, O Parata,

Do not fall into the fire-pit!

As Rama is coming, Hari Hari

Rama is coming sure!

PARATA SEES "ANUMAN

Hearing the shouted words repeated, -

"He is coming! Rama is coming!” Parata
Turned from the fire he had gone round

And looked at Apuman rushing down

Like the aerial Ganges, cool enough

To assuage the uncontroliable Vatavai'™ fire!
O Prince Parata! After wiping out

The demon race, and freeing Sita,

Queen among women, ending his exile,

Has come the one, whose lotus feet,
Restored a rock to its pristine womanly form;
He has now reached the banks of the Ganges!

"Prince Parata! cry no more in anguish!
Rakurama (of endless chariots) has sent me

As his envoy to you; I am Apuman

The doe-like Princess (Sita) and the young Lord,
Lakshmana, Lord Rama and the monkey bands,
Are all now on the bank of the Ganges!

world at a aeon's end.

745

with the shape of a mare’s head said to consume the
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"Where he-is ‘even now recejving

The hospitality :of-the ferryman Kuka;
And sage Parattuvaracar! Decorate well
The metropolis, thick with: its people!”.

PARATA IS OVERJOYED
The moment he heard of the coming of Rama;
Parata was relieved of all miséry,
Vast as a sea; and even like a storm-tossed vessel,
Saved from a raging sea,
He entered his palace with a new. vigour! .
And embracing Anuman, the good,
He swiftly treated him to a rich repast
Of nectar and food; and adormed him
With maflly an ornament fine!

ANUMAN INFORMS RAMA HOW HE PREVENTED
PARATA FROM HIS INTENDED IMMOLATION
Even before king Rakurama had begun to feast,

" Valorous Anuman returned to his side
And reported to the noble Lord:

"(O Kovinta, Refuge! I bow before you,
O consort of Princess Sita of fulgurant tresses!

My king! I prevented in time, Prince Parata
From plunging into the fire-pit
And having done it, I am
Before you, now, Sri Rama!" And moved by this,
Rama spoke thus to him: "Darling mine!

Dear as the apple of my eye! who

Saved anguished Parata from his death by fire!
You have saved thereby my family too!

How can earth recompense heaven?

As your service has been boundiess as the sky,
When I am the Lord4 of this petty earth?"
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THE VANARA ARMIES INVITED TC THE FEAST
And Rama added: "O Apuman of great fame!

And Jampavan of honeyed-speech! Invite the monkeys,
ANl of them to the feast now!”

Of the seventy vefarn monkey army

All wirned up at the feast excepting,

Three vellam Vaparas belonging to Vacantan alone!

CUKKIRIVAN REQUESTING RAMA TO BRING VACANTAN
BACK TO LIFE
Going round the camp, enguiring why
Three velarn Vaparas were staying away
From the feast, Cuiidrivan found out the reason for the same:
And going up fo Rama after he had
Bathed in the sandy banks of the Ganges,
Cukkirivan reporied io the clond-hued Oune!
"Lord of celestials! of mv twenty foar commanders
An honourable chief is one Vacamtan:
He was cot down in the banilefield,
The cther day, by XKumpakarnan, who then
Hid him away in the shape of a dog!
When Apuwnan did bring the Cancivi hill,
All other monkeys revived bui Vacantan alone;
And now his bands three vefom strong
Do refuse to ear without their commander!

RAMA WRITING TO INTIRA TC RESTORE
YACANTAN TO LIFE

As Cukkirven thos apprised Rama of the sitmation,

The Lord pow zeni 2 missive to Imma

Couched m iaese words; "Among oor Yenarss

Who helped 0o relieve you m your phight,

Lsa:ebymvm,mh‘{m's world!

Speak to the God of Death and send Vacantan

Back o as alfwe;” which he shot

Alopg with his zxrow wwaxds Intira,
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The Epic Etemal

King of the celestials, who on reading the comwmand,

From one who had saved them all,

Showed the same to Yama, who forthwith,

Released Vacantan's life from his claich!

And on earth, it entered its former frame!

_And Vacaiitan alive again, joined the feast

Along with his faithful troops!

AllL all of them sat down to the feast,

While women lovely like celestial damsels

Served the dishes on plantain leaves.

To sit down by his side and pariake of the meal!

But the lumble Apuran excased himself,

Saying tha: he would cat only afier the Lord!
RAMA PRAISING ANUMAM

“You saved omr hives from the jaws of deate!

You éid zaher the mooker ambes!

To Sz you dd go & epwoy wilh my mosiage!

Yoo & triez the medicia! seomnstan -

To revive afl whe died by e demioar's T

You gzwe oo Goddews K34 @ 2 smcnifice!

Besides., vow bese perfommed Ir mel

OF vom peeucs EEaaaioe
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The Epic Eternal’ 783

To tell the truth, you are like one

Of my own family! come, let us

Fat together, O Apuman!" As the Lord

Spoke thus, Maruti stood embarrassed,

With hands folded in worship; while

Mother Sita with her own hands placed

The plantain-leaf for him to eat from,

And the Lord took his food with noble Anuman
Seated alongside him!

Happily Harirdma saw all of them eat

The pectar and meal; and after,

As the Lord sat, resting for a while,

Kukan prostrated before him in obeisance.
The holy seers and hermits blessed Rama!
And the Lord sempiternal through the aeons,-
Rakuréma, rejoiced did take

Arecanut and tender betel-leaf after the food
While the leaders stood bowing before him!

LAKSHMANA'S ENIGMATIC SMILE ANI RAMAS QUERY

As all of them stood around the Lord

. In obeisance true, a slumber did steal
The young son of doe-like queen Curnittirai!
And amused at this, Lakshmana did gently laugh,
As Rama and others wondering looked on!
Seeing Lakshmana ‘laugh thus, each of the warriors
Around bethought himself of his own fault!
(At which perhaps the young Lord' laughed!)
Lord Hari beckened to him and queried;
“Why, O brother mine, did you lanigh thus?”

LAKSHMANA'S REPLY

As Rama asked him why he laughed,

The young Lord thus replied: "Sleep and I,
Are enemies dire, for twice seven years!
As I ate my fill in this happy ambience,
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The elder sister sleep-did. try to tempt me.

And I laughed at this!" As Lakshmana .

Said this all those standing arouhgi, ] grew happy,
Relieved that their flaws weré,‘ not the cause .
For the younger Lord's amusement!

And Lord Rama said to him: "On a certain day
You did bring me some fruit from the giove,
Which I did give you to eat; Didn't you eat it?"
"True it is you gave me the fruit but I, -

Kept it for future use, and I placed it on my thigh,"
The same fruit from his right thigh, Lakshmana
Now took and placed before Harirama! '

And all those around did marvel at this, much pleased! -

RAMA AND OTHERS CROSSING GANGES
WITH THE HELP OF KUKAN

Now Rakurama with his’ reglmems
Came to Kukan on the banks of the Garnges,
And briefing him about their position and desire
To cross over to the other -bank,
All of them were ferried across the river,
And leaping from the boats, they strode ahead!
The armies gathered together again
And traversing forests wild- and rivers many,
Rocky tracts and-flowery groves, '
Appueashed Ayt 2 !
With a clear mind Ralurama accompewied
By his spouse, his brother, and the armies
Saw at a distance the southern gate of the city.

PARATA AND OTHERS RECEIVING RAMA AND
HIS RETINUE

On hearing about the coming of the Vapara army,
Parata, his brother Catturukkana and Cumantiran

.-The minister,. and the people of the great city

Counsellors, ‘captains and vedic- scholars
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The Epic Eternal

Rushed forward to receive Rama and others -with him,
Besides field-commanders and generals

Merchants .and traders in fragrant spices,

Husbandmen and tillers of the 5011

The four kinds of armed forces,

Chariotry, Elephantry, Cavalry and Infantry;

The metropolis poured all its people,

To receive the Lord and his entourage!

RAMA GRIEVING AT THE ABSENCE OF TACARATA

As the two throngs met and mingled,

Rama entered into the palace of the noble king
Along with Sita of radiant forehead;

And missing the presence of the Emperor dead,
Thus he began to lament:

"O Sire! deathless one! are you dead?

Lord did you perform tapas,

Only so that your son may rule?

Performing endless sacrifices and worshipping
Noble seers, you obtained progeny

Naming the eldest Rama; to him

Who reared me, I have not been of use;

But as fate ordained, went into exile!

O Sire! how could you leave the world,

Your kingdom, and your grieving sons

And all your power and pelf so soon?"

PARATA AND CATTURUKKANA GRIEVE

The brothers all did wail in grief;

Kaikéci's son embracing the cloud-hued one.

Did cry and so did Catturukkapa tears flooding his eyes:
Cumantiran, too fell crying at R=ma's feet,

In grief, as also the other ministers, besides

All the citizens of Ayotti, prostrated before the Lord!
Consoling individually each one of them,

Rama went before the Queen-mothers.
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The' Eplc-Eternal

As he cried bowing before his” mother- Koucalai,
Her heart full of “anguish; ‘she wept: - ,
"O my son, I have lost ' my Lord and spouse!
Blameless Cumitfirai ‘thought of her Lord -
Handsome as a. painted picture, and wailed!

KAIKECI'S GRIEF-STRICKEN SPEECH -
"O Mother, in unguestioned obedience =~ '
To your words we went into forest exile,
O' mother! did you do so, that our father should die?
Now we have come back .at last" ‘
And Rama made his obeisance to Kaikéci
"Welcome, my sons" said Queen Kaikéeci
And continued: 'Kécava! Because
I asked for the boons granted in the past, -
Corrupted by the evil words of the base sinoer
Mantirai, the hunchback, I did make you
Leave the country to dwell in the forest
In result, I lost my reputation;
I lost the right to use turimeric,
Having lost my Lord, my husband,
And hence my sacred Mankaliyam,
Throughout the blameless world, I was abused
As a sinner; a sinner wicked who lost her husband;
Now I bless you, that you may
Happlly hereafter rule over the earth"‘

RAMA AND HIS BROTHERS PERFORMING
OBSEQUIES TO TACARATA -

Blessmg him thus she consoled the Lord,
Her iron. heart becoming sweet as cane!
And Rakurama' and his brothers three
Began to perform the rites left over
After Tacarata's_ death.
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The. Epic, Eternal 761

The family priests and’preceptor Vacittar-

Came up to Rama, Parata and their brothers
And gave them all, their benisons!

And then began the rituals proper, for mighty
Tacarata now dead, at the hands of the sons
Four, he-had sired, Gifts of gold ]
Cows in herds, gifts of land, were given away!
Heaping sand on the earth, placing gold upon it
And then sacred grass, they carried out
Ceremonies in order -- near the sea; -
Ceremonies as ordained for a King;

Monthly ceremonies; annual ceremonies,

In proper order, with righteous preceptors,

With Vacittar presiding over it all!

Sacrifices were given as indicated

In the holy texts;

Washing off whatever pollution remained still,
They performed Cuyampulinka Puja

Before entering the golden palace royal,

As Rama sat happily now in his mansion,
Praised by all the people of the wide world,
His devoted brothers and the Queen-mothers,
Decidéd to celebrate soon the coronation of Rama.
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THE CITY BEING DECORATED FOR THE.
CORONATION OF RAMA
243. With the blessing of the preceptor vacifiar
The preparations” began in Ayotd, capital
Of Kocala country, to 2rown Rakuréma in a function,
So that the world entiré may wonder at its splendoor!
Accordingly invitations weré sent to all the kings
Of the earth, to the Gods, the holy seers
And all dignitaries in the country and elsewhere;
The drums proclaimed the ensuing happy. event!

244. The metropolis was decked fittingly;
Colourful hangings were fixed everywhere
Maidens adorned themselves
With jewels of gold! Everywhere the name
Of Nardyana Rama was chanted
And the story of Rama was recited and heard
By all with reverence and joy!

Ayolti city grew noblér. in appegrance!
Pavilions and canopies were bright adomea;
‘Ministers of Ayotti received the visiting kings
The streets were fragrant with maru spnngs
And odorous flowers; the citizens daubed
Their walls with paste of sandal and fragrant
Emulsions; trees such as areca, sugarcane,
And plantain were tied to posts;

Omaments. such as collars and many-stranded
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Chains were used in the decoration! Fruits such as
Plantain, Jack and Mango were piled
All around; the streets were swept clean
And sprinkled with water!
Joyously the citizens played kapafi'™
And danced the kummi rejoicing at the coronation!
Vermilion-water and rose-water were mixed
And splashed everywhere; odorous pastes
Of sandal and musk were splashed
In every nook and corner; varieties of jasmine
Full-blown, were scattered profusely everywhere.
* Mansions and towers were gaily decked;
Beautiful paintings adomned the walls;
The entrances of houses were beautified
With colourful paints; ear-splitting drums resounded
Thunderously in the directions eight;
Gifts were poured by way of charity by all.

THE PROSPERITY OF AYOTTI

To add to the opulence of Ayotli
Other kings poured their tributes rich!
Ponds and rivers overflowed and the fields

£74. Kapafi - An Indian Game.
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Yielded rich produce: Coconut, Arecanit
Sugarcane, and superior paddy

Grew lush and cool in grove and field.

The farmers would pile up siocks of sugarcane;
In their bins, they stored paddy grains!

And the pearl-like grains rose in heaps

Before every homestead!

With quicklime made from oyster-shells

And arecanut ripe, rolled in betel-leaves

They made ready for hospitality;'

With sandal-paste, Kumkum and pastes

Of red colour along with ripe arecanut,

They prepared to entertain visitors!

Women sported toyyil'”> designs,

Drawn with paste on their arms and bosoms!
Necks and bosoms were heavy with jewels!

On their foreheads bright, beauty-marks,

Dark as cloud they made! Bards sang,

Hymns musical on Rama's glory! '
Brahmins gathered together adding to the sanctity!
Long flags fluttered tall at every junction!

They were countless in number. And women
Stood in groups singing in chorus, the glory of Rama!

THE SPECTACLE OF THE CORONATION

Noble poets (seexing truth) were seen in all directions;
The eyes of those witnessing the coronation,

Did not wink! Oh, is it possible

To describe the greatness of Ayotti then?

Or to read. of the glory of Patmanapa’s

Exploits? Along with Vedic Brahmins, Dikshits,

And Saivaites, Yogis, Priests and Preceptor Vacittar
Soothsayers, Sages great in askesis,

The seven holy sages,'® Intira and the Gods,

175. Toyyil - Design written in paste on the breasts of women.
176. Kubéra - Hindu God of wealth, the Regent of the North.
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The Eplc Etomal

With celestial women, God Siva and Goddess Uma
Brahma and Goddess Saraswathi, Teyventira

The guardians of the directions eight

The eight Vacus, the Sun and the Moon

All of them gathered together,

In front of the gemmed palace!

The halls of sacrifice where the Yagnas took place,
Were wonderful in their appointment.

While in the ¥akacalai sanctified

With the chanting of mantras, Vacittar

Began the ritoals proper as ordained

For a coronation: A vessel filled

With holy water was set on a square

Place, spread over with gold, and puja

Performed with invocations due to the deities!

On a lotus-shaped platform, Vacittar

Far-famed on earth, placed the lion-throne
Wrought with rubies inlaid and offered

Worship in proper form; while

On the royal chariot, flags and pennons fluttered
With colourful silken hangings:

The sacred vessel spherical, was tied with strings:
The auspicious hour had been chosen

With planet Venus, in the sign of Cancer

When the sacred thread was tied on Rama's wrist,
(To protect him from evil), and the water .
From the holy vessel poured on his head.

Vacittar now spoke in his ear, Rama's name,

And the good event, auspicious like a wedding,
Was conducted by the preceptor; with Princess Sita
Seated by Lord Ramanatan's side;

While brothers Parata, Lakshmana

And Cattrukkapa stood behind them, and kings -
Of all. the lands rejoicing stood in adoration,
Lord Rarkanatan - Rama and -the danghter

Of Mitilai's king waited for the ‘coronation
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The Epic Eternal 71

Proper, as joy surged in the hearts
Of all in the goodly city Ayotti!
And the Gods showered flowers down upon them!

RAMA WEARING THE CROWN ON THE
AUSPICIOUS DAY IN AVANI WITH TIRUVONAM
THE RULING ASTERISM

245. The appointed hour approached
For the Lord to wear the royal crown
Seated upon the lion-throne sanctified
By the holy men on a Monday
Auspicious, in the month of Avani'”’
“With Tiruvopam'™® as the ruling star,
Rama was. anointed with the holy water!
(Rama, with Conch and Discus adorned!)
As he ascended the golden dais -
And sat upon the Lion-thrope, while the seven worlds
Hailed the event, the Yoga was
Auspicious, the day was the fifth digit
Of the Moon, the Planets were in exaltation then!
This was the day fixed by the Pundits.

246.. As the Gods, celestials and holy Brahmins
And -men of askesis, kept the sacrificial fire
‘Bumning bright, the square dais was decked
With plates of virgin gold; and the incamation
Of Lord Vishnu, the Great, Tacaratarama,
Was adomed with jewels from head to foot;
The Brahmin priests chanted the Védas
To sanctify the sacred vessel of water;
Rama sat the while, upon the throne decked with nine gems;
Vacittar with concentration declared the Carkalpam!7?
With Pavittiram'®® of sacred grass on his finger.

177. Avani - A Tamxl Month (Angust 15 to September 14) 178. Tiruvépam-The star,
Altair. 179. Capkalpam - Declaration of Intention made at the beginning of a ritual. 180.
Pavittiram - Ring of tarppai grass wom on the fourth finger of the right hand durmg a

ritual.

26a
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The Epic Eternal 773

So that the coronation might be completed
In due order And Rama

The embodiment, of the merit of his fathers,
The good fortune of Sita, and the prayer

Of all the citizens, now was crowned,

At the hands of preceptor Vacittar, pure and unsuilied,
While anxious Teyveéntiran rejoiced

Goddess Sakthi, and her sons Ganapathi,
And Shanmugha of victorious spear,
Rejoiced, as Sitarama was crowned

In proper form and manner. as ordained

In the Agama Sastras!

As by the grace of Lord Pacupati

Lord Sitarima was crowned by Vacittar

With tke diadem of scintllating gems nine,
His brothers Parata and Catturukkapa

And Lakshmana, pretty as a painting,

Bowed at his feet! Intira and the Gods above
And Seers and Sages all showered

A rain of flowers upon him!

All the kings of earth made their

Obeisances to him! Like the fremescent

Seas, resounded the musical instruments!
Countless women, their bodies bedaubed with
Fragrant powders sang in chorus

In joy exceeding! It rained flowers!

Goddess Uma rejoiced! Right-whirled conches
Resounded! Holy men and Brahmin's

Hailing his divine feet, the very Agamas
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The Eplc -Eternal

Adoring him, Tacaratarama of Ayoit,
Vaikuntarima, Rama the true, was crowned
Emperor of Ayotii! ' '
All npationalities bowed at his golden feet,
And offered their rich- tributes—
Malayars, Kukutars, the Chinese,
The Bengalis, the Sinhalese, -
The Telungas, the Kalingas and all;-.
Their hands held over the heads
In adoration, they offered their
Obeisances; they slapped their cheeks
Hand over their ears, in pious
Worship, standing near his feet
In unfailing homage.
RAMA GOING ROUND AYOTTI IN PROCESSION
“After the water in the holy vessel B
In the hand of Vacitar
Was sprinkled on his head,
Rama climbed into his golden chariot
Chowries waving on either side!
As the people and holy men were
Radiant with Joy, the cloud-hued
Lord Srirama went in procession
The people surging to see him!
Beautifully adorned women sang
Musically, while drums like ‘
Viranam resounded like thunder!
Pipes and timbrels spoke loudly;
Japaki ever ensconced in the chest
Of Rama, basil-garland adomed,
' -Shope bright! Never—fatigned. Anuman,
' ,Ankatan and other "chiefs, - :
'Holdmg swotds in their hands Sita



T76

247.

248,

Qmot weog

gy Fmg whcoyy Goaf
Bwow agpdwu whiswf afs
B WCaOTTH UpS SEGHEAEET
afyy Card afasuled airCov

[bs 84S wost UG
8 gworbs wBSF swopsod (pgvmly
Sivafufy vesfy Qewog oTogId
Sigeeh wadueRfweoy el cubsmal.

B rmoer usisisaiTL. WESET CUEBYOIMS

afsged
SIS CIEMEBovT Bsofw Swme gmocs

SENSSFY FSSoMIET SFES omods:
oIS GeN sregsdmgd Qeulss s

curresteudonr  geungwgg Siés g
STISERTOTT (LVOYTES: OHLO Gitd

SRIGIS0 UaRurs SR wondser
sarFafeans uuafoursd sradnCunid 6Glsciaumd

a@mCamy usmLdSuCar swwg GCsnar.

wa&sar @ rmoer CQuEamwsmerd s
Fogl
weenddt ggonwdi. Sp@urd (wusfds
CUEDUeY afawsasat® Csfeamms GleusCoy
oSt wlen Cangiads - JFSaoer
movdSelar W sn Cangdsd

246.17.Gwefl. - QurGE@L . @ewweui - gt sypbeuwd - CsaGars waefli.
faflens - LbwEE. 246.18. HwigTe - HCWTEH prl B Henivssafler QLiwd. s -
L&, J@sdr - 1019; @l swewedr. wriuesuGar - QpEsfad syeamfluGar.
247.1. Plapilu - Pai YusHE KMo, G, say, sésphisd - Paoned asuigyerer
SbYSRISET. 247.2. LOGIE G140 JNENET - LOST QUEHFTUje LW Fm.FSiT. euneseut - Ggaud.
WIS - (pafeui. 247.3. garib - Qewaitd. wem_&ib - . yrés - ' Csurar.
247.4. soewgGsrGer - smoep wefled GaliuaGer; syuwersTar eTGTpQIMDI.

84. St



The Epic Eteinal

Of choice jewels seated to his left,
Rama came in coronation procession,
While Lakshmana, Parata and
Catturakkana rode on lovely palanquins!
Kings of the earth, Cumantaran
And other ministers, following respectfully
Behind, victorious Rakurama
Came in procession with younger
Lakshmana ever in his heart!
PEOPLE REJOICE ON SEEING RAMA'S
CORONATION PROCESSION
247 Righteous Rama without a peer!
Rama adomed with the Conch, the Discus and the Bow,
Who conquered the demons full of guile;
Rama who relieved tne distress of the Gods,
Wearing the crown to foster the opulent land,
Upon a golden chariot came in procession,
While his brothers rode in palanquins.
Oh, that the lotus-born Brahma had endowed
All who witnessed the spectacle gorgeous
With myriads of eyes instead of two!

248. Oh pity it is, that Brahma the great
Had not given myriads of eyes
To witness the glorious spectacle
Of king Rakurama (Lord Tirumal) crowned,
Coming in the coronation procession,
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Surrounded by other rulers in goodly Ayotti!
The ocean of grace and the sea of wisdom,
May Rama crowned, rule the earth,

In righteous splendour, that the people may
Flourish, the land may yield foison plenty,
And too the celestials may be free from glocm!
He did Sire the Lord of the Védas,

He, Primal Narayana of Vaikunta!

He, the son of Tacarata, who rejoiced

At his birth; he who had Janakan

As his uncle! He who came

As the poison to take the life of Tatakai
Qf tresses black, and heart-chilling

fn cruelty, the terror of the holy men!

He who transformed with his

Flowery feet a stone into the chaste Akalikai!
He, the sea of compassion and Grace!

Oh, pity it is that Brahma the great

Had not given myriads of eyes

To witness the glorious spectacle

Of king Rakurama (Lord Tirumal) crowned,
Coming in the coronation procession!

He did bend the mighty bow

Hard as adamant, and wed

Lovely Sita Lakshmi! He did seize

The strength of Paracurama, while,

He was coming to Ayotti (from Mitilai)!

He it is who loves to lie

Recumbent on the serpent-Couch

In the sea of milk! Lord Mukunta!

He is Vishnu ever residing in me,

Who cuts at the Karmic pain!'

Oh pity it is that Brahma the great

Had not given myriads of eyes

To witness the glorious spectacle

Of king Rakurama (Lord Tirumal) crowned,
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Tho Eplc Eternal

249.

Coming in the coronation procession!
He did make Intira floorish

In his worid! He it was who
Measured with a single step

The empire of Mahapaii!

He did meake the demons lose

Their lives! He did bless

Vipisana with his gracel!

With his amows he destroyed
The foes, with his countless
Boons! Ever victorious Patpanapa

‘The heaps of tribute

By feudatory kfings lay huge
‘As a hundred aoria mountains!
He is the fount of grace,
And ocean of compassiom
Who sired the four-faced God!

THE GREATNESS OF RAMAS GLORY
Jayarama Cami came in procession!
Ramacami endowed with all goodness!
Ramacami whom all earth praised!
Ramacami crowned by his Primal preceptor!
Ramacami anointed and crowned!

Who came in procession through the city!
Bom to perpetuate the line of Rakm!
Ramacami of flourishing fame!

Adomed with Conck and Discus!
Ramacami of Vaikada Loka!

He who slumbered, of yore on

The banyan leaf, jasper-hued!
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The Epic Eternal

T

Ramacami, the Lord reclining on his Serpent-Couch!
Ramacami, who twangs his bow-string! ’
Kécava, Matucugaga, Ramacami!

Protector and saviour Ramacami!

He who helps those who pray to him

Every day! Sritara, Mukunta,

Sri Patpanapa, is victorious

Ramacami! He is the one

Ever praised by the Bards!

Nantakopala, Krishna is Ramacami!

Lord of eternal joys, is Ramacami!

He is the spouse of Golden Sita!

Adorned with a crown of gemmed gold is Ramacami!

He incarnated to do only good!

He came in the form of Naracinka.
Did our Ramacami!

The best of kings is he!
Brother-in-law to Sankara!

He is the one with the discus!

He incarnated as Maisya!

He is the one yet to come,

As Kalki! Vamapa he came of yore,
Adorned with a garland

Of sacred-basil!

He incarnated as Kurma!

He is Kovinta, Krishna, is our Ramacami!
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The Eplc Eternal

After the lovely procession through the city,
He entered the queen-mother's palace,

And along with virtuous Sita,

Made their obeisances to them

RAMA BIDDING FAREWELL TO ALL THE GUESTS

250.

Rama now bade farewell to all the kings
Who had come to witness the coronation
And stayed on in the city!

Praying to Lord Paramésvara in Kailas,
He then bowed at the feet of his preceptor
Vacittar and sent back to their hermitages
The great sages who had come

To bless him! With his brothers

Ever standing in homage by his side,
He bade farewell to Cukkirivan

And his Vapara armies,

Handsome Ankatap and the twenty four
Cnmmianders; the chief of them, Apumap
Prostrated before him crying,

"Tamétara Rakava, refuge!”

Rakurama blue-hued sat in state

While the kings of the earth

Placed their tributes before him!

Oh, to encompass and comprehend,

The glorious sight of Rama's Audience Hall
One would need myriads of eyes!

May Tirumdlrama live long,

And happy and glorious,

Along with his mighty ministers!

THE AUTHOR SPEAKS ABOUT THE BENEFICIAL

NATURE OF HIS WORK
His prosperous brothers standing by him,
The people of the world hailing Rama's
Flowery feet divine; Cukkirivan
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The Epic Eternal 787

251.

252.

Apumap and reputed Ankatap

Carrymg swords; celestial women,

Singing in a chorus of praise; Bards

And poets chanting his glory; sweet-voiced
Heavenly singers lauding his greatness;
Lord Rama sat in his coronation Hall!
Certain it is that all who read

This my work and hear discourses

In song and solemn strain,

Will attain Vaikunta of Lord Keécava!

THE VISITORS RETURNING TO THEIR PLACES

The sages and the seers, back went

To the hermitages to resume their tapas!
The Gods and celestials returned

To their places, while the Vaparas

Went back to Kiskinta Mountain.

The crowned kings, each to his capital returned.
With his armed forces of four kinds,
Tirumairama and his brotheu.

Lived m Ayotti happly united—

One soul in four bodies!

Janaki and Rama ruled over the Earth,
From Ayétti city, as if it were

Their pristine abode, the ocean of milk!

BENEDICTION
Auspicious praise be, to the God
Makesvara, Primal Siva in Kailas!
Auspicious praise be, to Goddess Uma,
Ampikai, Apirami, Sivakdmi, Antari, Cuntari!
Auspicious praise be, to the lofty Lord
Of Vaikunta, the blue-hued Tirumai!
Auspicic 1s praise be to the Goddess Lakshmi,
Manifest 'g in eight forms, and to Sita Devi!
Auspicious praise be, to the spouse of Lakshmi,
With adamantine body, Rakupatirama!
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The Epic Eternal 789

Auspicious praise be, to God Ganesa,

And Caravana'®! and his spouses!
Auspicious praise be, to Lord Kanta

Upon his peacock-mount, who pierced

\Mth his spear, the fearless demon's chest:
To the six-faced Lord ensconced,

In the holy shrines -six!182,

May all creation, the five elements in the Universe; °
The manifestation of the Primal sound 'OM';
May the kings of earth; May all the lands;
May heaven and its denizens all,

Prosper for ever!

May holymen, rulers, the righteous

And the just, live for ever and ever!

May kings of the South live for ever!

May my preceptor live for ever!

Auspicious praise be, to all!

This is the work of my master,

By his grace! May those who

Narrate this in song, live ever prosperous!
Auspicious praise be to Muruka,

With his perfect spear! to Sivasankara;
Treasure-house of compassion, praise Be!
May those who narrate this story,

Of the divine wedding, and the divine coronation,
Prosper for ever!

May the great Lord of Askesis,

Lord Citampara Tanu and his devotees,

181. Caravapa - One of the names of the God Subrahmanya; from the sacred pool in
the Himalayas where he was bom. 182. Holy Shrines Six - Six Shrines sacred to Lord
Muruga. (Tirupparankupram, Tiruccentr, Palapi, Cuvamimalai, Palamutircolai and Tiruttani)
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The Epic Eternal 791

- 253 Live ever prosperous! Praise be,
To the devotees! to all the people
Of the earth! May the gondly Sages
Live for ever, prosperous! May all
Who happily study this musical epic,
Of Lord Rama, and those who hear it,
In discourse musical, live ever prosperous!
May the author-poet live ever!
May eternal Lord Muruka be
Ever-ensconced in the boiom
Of Tiruvanantam who wrote this work!

BY THE GRACE AND HELP OF LORD VAIKUNTA MANI!

(This work was copied by Arumuka Perumaj Natar Vaittiyar, son of Kumaracami Natar
of Agastheeswaram On Sunday the 12th day of Afi, Kollam era 1138, From the
manuscript of Narayana Naar Nallatampi Najar Written on Monday the 27th day of Api in
Kollam year 1069)
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