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The Editor’s Note

The Institute of Asian Studies has estimated that there are more
than sixty thousand unpublished Tamil manuscripts lying scattered all over
. the world. No exhaustive index for them is available. Six manuscripts,
which have been salvaged, are on Yatcakdnam. These are well-preserved
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, at Madras. It has been
decided by the Institute to bring out these manuscripts in book form with
elaborate notes and annotations.

In keeping with the wishes of poet Bharati, who has stressed the
need for bringing to light the literary treasures of our country and sharing
them with the rest of the world, this institute has decided to publish
manuscripts with English Translation. With this end in view, the
Yatcakanam manuscripts are now published with English translation.

Nili Yatcakanam was published in December 1994 and was formally
released on 1.1.1995 by the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu at the Eighth
World Conference of Tamil held at Tanjore. As suggested by the
Government, the edition was exclusively” in Tamil. The book is now
published with an English translation under the title ‘A TALE OF

NEMESIS'.

The second in the Yatcakana series, which is being published now,
is Cararikataran Yatcakdnam proposed to be formally released on the
auspicious occasion of the opening of the new buildings of the Institute of
Asian Studies at Chemmancherry.

The Manuscript

The palm leaf manuscript of Cararikataran Yatcakanam is preserved
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts, Library, Madras and hears the
number D.501. This contains 125 leaves., Many of them are broken and
crumbled and the writing is illegible. They also contain serious and glaring
mistakes. Another manuscript bearing the number D.505 on the same
theme was useful in making a comparative study and correcting the

mistakes.



10 A Tale of Betrayal

The manuscript No.501 has the following legend at the beginning:
The Yatcakanam is being read by Ram Singh. This is immediately followe\d
by the invocation. Besides an enumeration of the following four Talas,
Atitilam, EkaTalam, Tiriputai and Campai, the following types of verses
are also mentioned namely Arttacantirikai, Kantapattiyam, Kuralatittaru,
Cintu, Taru, Tipatai and Venpa. They are written as captions to individual
verses. In all, there are 174 verses including the invocation and the
auspicious finis.

At the end of the manuscript is found the following piece of
information: In the year Tunmati on the 6th day of the month of Ani,
when the star Puram was in the ascendant, in the Laknam called
Mitunam, this manuscript was prepared by Comarkala mutaliyar on behalf
of his son Ram Singh. This information helps us to date the manuscript.

But it does not help us to fix the author. Details collected about the author
from various sources are included elsewhere.

The following words and many others which have got distorted in
the palm leaf version have been corrected: Assakanam, Tiruvilarikonton,
Pacupathinayagar,  VinayakanKatasasam, Unnamalaiyammai, Vellai

Varanan, TayaruluntGme, Sarastupati ete. Other grammatical errors have
also been rectified.

There is a traditional belief that those who attempt to meddle with
palm-leaf manuscripts are mean and despicable. While distortions in
meaning and arbitrary verbal changes have to be condemned outright, an
editor has to necessarily correct mistakes committed by the copyist and
also mistakes in syntax, diction etc. After all, the aim of the editor is to
make the text intelligible to the reader of today.

Peculiarities of the script pose many problems. The use of the short
syllable for the long one is very common in palm leaf manuscripts. A few
examples will suffice. In verse 7 the word Méka mayil is written as
Moka mayil. Similarly in verse 8, the word Nitimaintan is written as
Nztimaintar_z. These have to be corrected in the interest of intelligibility.
Similarly in laying the dot on letters, a bizarre practice obtains among the
palr'n leaf scribes which is not in consonance with modern practice. Here
again, the editor has to make changes so that the text will be clear to the
reader of today. Verse 1 in the original form did not make much sense.
The editor had to strive hard to restore sense. The culprit was a sign which

ha~d been mistaken for a letter (Vanmuka maintiru had got distorted to
Vanmukana maintiry)



Editor’s Note 11

Similarly in the prose passage 7 Panrukirom was obviously a mistake
for Pannukirom.

It will not be possible to refer to the many corrections made in the
text in this brief introduction. But any discerning reader can imagine the
enormous labour that has gone into the editing of this work. No claim
however, is made that all the corrections have been made. The work is
still imperfect and offers scope for further refinement and polish.

~ The editor has given captions to individual verses. By merely reading
the captions, a layman can easily follow the course of the story. The
captions also will help the serious student of literature to locate the traits
of individual characters at a glance. In fact, the captions clarify many
points which would have been otherwise obscure and unintelligible. The
verses and prose passages have been numbered serially. In all, there are
174 verses and 95 prose passages.

I am grateful to Dr. G.John Samuel and Dr. Shu Hikosaka, Directors
of the Institute of Asian Studies, who entrusted me with the work of editing
the manuscript Varma Cittiram at the commencement of my career here
and who further encouraged me to edit the Yatcakanam series, one of which
Nili Yatcakanam was formally released by the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu
at the Eighth World Conference of Tamil held at Tanjore. The constant
help of the directors has given me the confidence to edit yet another palm
leaf manuscript entitled Cararikataran Yatcakanam to be released on the
occasion of the opening of the Institute’s new buildings at Chemmancherry.

I thank wholeheartedly Pulavar Radha Jayalakshmi and Thiru.
M.Maruthamuthu who helped me in making a comparative study with
Vacakappa and other palm leaf manuscripts. Let me express my gratitude
to Pulavar Kannayyan and Thiru. Chentur Pandian for making xerox copies
of Carankataran Ammanai and Cararikataran Natakam. Mrs. Mekala
Ilangovan and Mrs.Vennila Ilavarasu helped in copying the manuscripts
and arranging the meaning etc. in an orderly manner. Dr.J.V.Satyavani
obliged me by collecting information on Rajamakentirapuram from Telugu
texts and other sources. I must express thanks to Miss. C. Sumathi and
Thiru K. Panneer Selvam for preparing the index. Let me acknowledge the
cooperation extended by the staff of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
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Preface

Yaksas

Yaksas are high calibre professional musicians of the Kantarva clan
and live mostly in Nepal. There songs go by the name Kantarva Kanam.
Kantarvas, Kimpurucas, Kinnaras, Caranas, Yaksas and’ Vityataras of
Nepal claim that they belong to the band of angels called Kantarvas and
trace.descent from them.

Yaksas, also proud of their divine origin, have an apocryphal story
to back their claim. When they were created by Lord Piraman, some of
them merely sought his protection or raksa. The others craved for
something to eat or Paksanam (food). Thanks to the blessings of Lord
Piraman, the first group became Yaksas and the second one Raksacas.
Iyakkar and Yakkar are synonyms for Yaksas

Kupera and many other divine personalities were the offspring  of ’
Kacipan and Curai. It was their duty to play on the instrument called
Yal in the heavenly assembly. These Iyakkars (Yaksas) had as their leader
Kupeéra. To safeguard the wealth of Kupera, the Iyakkars took to singing
the praise of Goddess Ilakkumi. In fact, they became the sentinels to
Kuperas opulence and the forerunners of Yatcakanam.

There are many communities in India which trace their origin to the
gods. The Caranars of Saurashtra, the Teévars of South India and the
Kantarva of Nepal may be cited as examples. The Yaksas who live in
Andhra and Karnataka also claim a divine origin. Often these people are
known by the names Jakkini and Jakkulu. The places occupied by them
go by names such as Jakkacalikunta, and Jakkala Ceruvu.

Carnatic music traces its origin to the ancient system of music called
Mattiyakrama. Similarly Hindustani music originated from Catjakirama,
Yatcakanam owes its inspiration to Kantarvakanam. However, it should be
noted, that Kantarvakgnam belongs to the genre called Mark and
Ya.;cakar_mm to the genre Teci.

Already it has been mentioned that Yatcakanam was sung to appease
Goddess Lakshmi so that Kupéra’s wealth will increase by leaps and
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bounds. Yaksini Vitya, mentioned in the Mantra Castras, is also classified
as Yatcakdnam. These songs are sung to obtain progeny and increase
prospe}ity. In fact, songs are sung throughout the night called
Yaksarattiri (the night of the Yaksas). Prayers are offered to Goddess
Lakshmi called by one of her aliases Yaksa Tevata. This practice still
obtains among the Brahmins of Andhra Pradesh. Even in Karnataka,

Yatcakanam has been popular under the name Yakkalakana since the 12th
century.

In the celebrated Telugu work Kamésvari Kata, we find the following
account of the origin of Yatcakanam. Lord Civa, in his infinite mercy, sent
a few Yaksas to serve the village deity Kamavalli. Before despatching them,

Civa instructed Sage Cukkiracari to teach them divine music, which later
on became Yaksakanam.

Civaram Karanth, who has done valuable work on folklore, opines
that the songs sung by the villagers to please the male deity called

Yaksa and the female one called Yaksi, constitute the genesis of
Yatcakanam.

Even today, villagers in remote parts of Karnataka are given to
singing the story of Bhagavatam in the Yatcakanam style at the crack of
dawn. We find references to Yatcakanam in the following Kannada works
belonging to the 12th and 13th centuries: Cantira Prapa Puranam,
Mallindtapur&nam of Naka Cantira, Carnkita Rattinakara of Carankatéva
and the Para Teca Vaipavam of Rattigékaravan}i.

Credit goes to Pala Pa
Telugu to the Yatcakanam
Carittiram.

ppamma for her pioneering contribution in
genre of literature, entitled Akka Ma Touv;

The Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries were the heyday of

Yatcakanam. As many as 300 works in Telugu and 500 in Kannada
appeared during this period. The hitherto e

ear ng xclusive use of Yatcakanam for
glorifying Puranic episodes was extended the historical events and social
themes.

After 1950, Yatcakdnam is

' on the wane thanks to the growing
popularity of Carnatic and Hindust

ani music.
Yatcakana Plays

Yatcakanam, which ori
riches, soon entered the po
morning and evening durin

ginated as a prayer for worldly prosperity and
rtals of temples where it was sung both in the
g the hours of worship. It was also sung during
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important festivals. During marriages, these songs were rendered on the
Natasvaram. Those giving religious discourses highlighting the moral
values enshrined in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, began using
Yatcakanam songs for driving home their points. Exponents of the ancient
art of Kalaksepam soon added one more dimension to their discourses by
rendering tense emotions in the form of dance. This resulted in speeches,
punctuated by Yaicakanam songs, assuming the form of crude drama
containing the genesis of musical extravaganzas and the so-called ‘street
plays’ enacted in the open air.

Musical dramas employing Yatcakanam had great thematic value as
they looked up for inspiration to the classics like the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. The musical drama, which evolved over the years, laid great
emphasis on song and dance. Along with routine music, styles as varied
as Viruttam, Tipatai, Kantapattiyam and Artta Cantirikai made inroads
and added to the total effect.

Yatcakanam soon assumed different forms in different parts of the
country and was called by various names. The Kirusnanattam and
Katakali of Kerala, the Terukkuttu of Tamilnadu, the Nili Natakam and
Kuccipputi of Andhra and the Payalattam of Karnataka were offshoots of
the original Yatcakanam. The common denominators -were music, dance,
conventions, venue and ethical bias.

YatcakGnam as drama, drew themes from the immortal classics
glorifying bravery. The emphasis on martial arts afforded ample scope to
the performers to exhibit their histrionic talents. The villagers, who
constituted the audience, enjoyed simple themes like bravery and the
triumph of truth over falsehood.

In course of time, those who trained Yatcakanam artistes came to be
called Bhagavatars. The troupe consisting of actors, dancers and
instrumentalists went by the name Mar}gfali. Female roles were played
invariably by men.

In Telugu, the first Yatcakanam play was authored by Nannayya (11
AD.. It was called Karutacala Yatcakanam. Poet Pettanna (16 AD.) is
credited with drawing the conventions for Yatcakanam. During the reign
of the Vijayanagar King Caluva Naracimmayya (1485-1491 A.D), one
Rankanna, better known as Pollu Kanta Canna Couri, authored a
Yatcakanam play entitled Caupari Carita Jakkula Kata. In 1570 A.D. when
Krishna Deva Raya was ruling Vijayanagar, Kantukariruttira Kavi wrote
Cukkiriva Vicaya Yatcakanam. The action packed story of the Tanjore King
Rakunata Nayakar, a patron of music and fine arts, was made into a
Yatcakanam play by Rama Pattirampa under the title Irakunatapyutaya.
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Yatcakanam in Tamil

The claim that the indigenous Terukkuttu of Tamil Nadu, coPtaining
music and dance, has over the years, metamorphosed into Yatcakanam on

account of the influences of other neighbouring tongues is obviously
fallacious and untrue.

There is evidence to show that many Yatcakanam plays were enacted
in the suburbs of Tanjore, Karnataka and Andhra including the border
areas where Tamil is spoken. To enable the Tamils to follow the plays,
many Tamil words were deliberately included in the script. Nouka
Natakam and Pirekaldta Pakta Vijayam authored by the celebrated music
composer Tiyakaraja Cuvamikal were enacted in Tamil Nadu. Similarly the
story of the Orissa King Vallalaracan was also staged. As a consequence,
many more Yafcakanam plays came into being such as Ciruttontar
Yatcakanam. The following six plays are available in the form of palm leaf
ma{nuscripts: Vallalaracan Yatcakanam, Ciruttontar Yatcokanam, Nili
Yatcakanam, Naracinka Vijaye Yatcakanam, Térurnta Yatcakanam and
Cararkataran Yatcakanam. Out of these six plays, Cararikataran
Yatcakanam has been chosen for the present study.

The invocatory song, in praise of Lord Vinayaka, constitutes the
prologue. The author here unfolds his theme, namely the story of
Caranikataran which is to be rendered in the Yatcakanam style. The
author’s firm declaration that he would tell the tale well should not be

interpreted as egoistic. The implication is that he has abundant faith in
the grace of the lord.

The play employs four talas namely Ata talam, Eka talam, Campai .
and Tiriputai. Though Civaram karanth enumerates 150 styles employed
by the exponents of Yatcakanam, very few have been exploited here. In
fact, Pupati rakam, Mokana rakam and Courastira rakam normally used
for the prologue are conspicuous by their absence.

Another feature to be noted is the third person narration. Verses 11,
18 and 21 can be cited as examples. Instead of the plot revealing itself

through dialogue, the help of the story teller is sought, which is not. highly
artistic.

1. Ata talam (spelt as attatalam in the manuseript) consists of 14 units.
The beat is on 1,4,6,8,9,11 and 13. The other units are null. The
units are numbered from 1 to 14.

1 beat, 2 numbers, 1 beat, one number, two beats, one beat, one
number, one beat, one number, so on.
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2. Eka talam consists of 4 units. The beat is only on the first unit.

3. Campai consists of 5 units. The beat is on 1,3 and 4.
2 and 5 are null.

4. Tiriputai consists of 7 units. The beat is on 1,4 and 6.
2, 3, 5 and 7 are null.

Out of the 174 songs in this work, one is in Ate talam, 19 are in
Eka talam, 64 in Campai, and 31 in Tiriputai. The total comes to 115.
This lends such flexibility that the dramatist can use any other talam if
circumstances warrant it. Out of the remaining 59 songs, 6 are in Artta
Cantirikai, 2 in Kantapattiyam, 1 in Kuralatittaru, 6 in Cintu, 4 in Taru,
38 in Tipatai and 1 in Venpa. The 174th verse winds up the play on an
auspicious note.

Theme

This is the story of a king who is under the seductive spells  of his
second wife. Misled by her, he orders the amputation of his son’s limbs,
much against the advice of elders and betters. Though the conspiracy is
exposed and the king wallows in self pity, he could not regain his lost son.

The synopsis of the play

Rajanaréntiran, the king, exercised authority from his capital
Rajamakentirapuram. His Chief Queen was Rattinanki his first wife. His
other wife was Cittiraniki. Nitimaintan was his minister.

As the King had no issue to call his own, he did penance as advised
by the elders. The Lord appeared before him and told him that he would
beget a son through his first wife who would be as effulgent as the sun
and the moon. So was born Carankataran, the protagonist of this play.

On knowing that the senior Queen had given birth to a baby boy,
the junior Queen was consumed with jealousy. Even after the birth of a
son to his first wife Rattinanki, the King extended great love to Cittiranki.
One day forest dwellers called Veduvas sought audience with the King,
presented him with gifts and invited him to witness their hunting. The
king accepted their invitation and went to the forest. In the absence of his
father, Cararikataran, the prince, played the game called ‘Pigeon racing’
with his friend Cumantan, the son of the minister. One of the pigeons let
loose entered the palace of Cittiranki who was extremely love-lorn and
pining for here husband. Carankataran followed the pigeon to the place of
Cittiranki though he was forbidden by Cumantan from entering the portals
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of the palace exclusively earmarked for women. He defended his action on
the ground that there was nothing wrong in visiting one’s stepmother. He
offered obeisance to his step mother and requested here to restore his
pigeon. Cittiranki received him with great hospitality, but began uttering
words of lust. Though Cararikataran reminded her that their relation-ship
was that of a mother and son, Cittiranki persisted in making love. Not
yielding to her seductive advances, Cararikataran left the palace, but his
upper cloth was forcibly pulled by hér. He ignored it and fled the place.

On his return from hunting, the king visited Cittiranki who had
deliberately cast off all her ornaments and looked terribly dishevelled. She

had inflicted scratches on her body to mislead her husband. The King was
anxious to know why she was so upset.

Cittiranki ironically replied that their relationship had suddenly
changed and that she had become his daughter-in-law; she told the king
that she was outraged by Carankataran. The King believed her totally,
summoned his assembly, posted them with all the information and ordered
that Cararkataran’s legs and hands be amputated for perpetrating a
monstrous act. The minister and others felt that Cararikataran would never
be guilty of incest as he bore a sterling character. They advised the king
to avoid hasty action. To substantiate their stand, they narrated stories
like those of the woman and the mongoose. Cdrarkataran’s friend
Cumantan also stood by him and vouched for his innocence. He also
referred to a few old stories to drive home the point that patient action
always paid rich dividends. Cararikataran’s mother also made a fervent
plea to the king to avoid hasty action. But the king was adamant as he

bad great faith in the words of Cittiranki. He therefore ordered the
immediate carrying out of the punishment.

When the messengers of the king came to take him, Caraikataran
expressed his regret for ignoring the timely advice of his friend Cumantan.

He entrusted Cumantan to the care of his mother and accompanied the
king’s men. Carankataran was taken to

prgyed to the Almighty. Then was heard a mysterious heavenly voice which
said that his present.plight was due to his a

. ' ctions in the earlier births,
Details of the sinful actions committed by him were also recounted. It was
also made clear that he was not guilty of any

The heavenly voice also told him that his limbs would be restored. Soon

wi » a Cittar, appeared on the scene. He listened to
Caran}:atarag’s tale of woe. After sprinkling holy water on Cararikataran,
the Cittar uttered some Incantantations in his ear which resulted in the
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restoration of his limbs. He prostrated himself before the Cittar and
expressed his joy and gratitude.

The king’s men were watching Cararkataran on the sly. They
overheard the words of the Cittar and went to report them to the king.
The enraged king sought an explanation from Cittiraiiki who coolly placed
the blame on the king’s men. She said that they had been bribed to utter
falsehood. She challenged the heavenly voice to speak in her presence. Lo!
The celestial voice reverberated to the surprise of everybody. It exposed
Cittiranki, but attributed all the happenings to the hand of fate.

The exasperated king ordered the execution of Cittiranki and retired
to the forest in the company of Rattinanki. With the help of the Cittar,
they were able to see their lost son face to face. Cararikataran told them
that he had attained immortality. He paid obeisance to his parents and
disappeared. The grief-stricken king tried to kill himself. But the minister
reminded him of the episode of Arjuna losing his son Abhiman, figuring
in the Mahabharata. Arjuna also attempted self immolation on coming to
know that his son Abhiman was no more. How Krishna intervened and
solved the problem was narrated in detail. Just as heaven was assured for
Abhiman, Carankataran was also sure to merge with the infinite and find
bliss. Those words of consolation relieved the king of his sadness and he
returned to the capital in the company of his queen and minister. He
conferred on the minister the status of a surrogate son and asked him to
take over the reins of administration.

Literary interpretation and research

The following _questions pose themselves before any scholar
attempting to probe deep into the work.

Who was Rajanaréntiran, the father of the protagonist,
Carankataran? Was he a legendary king or a historical figure? Was the
kingdom of Rajamakeéntirapuram mythical or did it really exist? Similarly,
is there any evidence either literary or historical to prove that a wicked
queen called Cittiranki made incestuous advances towards her step son?
Are there any other palm leaf manuscripts that allude to this tale? If so,
are there any variations either with regard to the portrayal of character
or incident? One has also to look for deviations from history, if any of the
characters happens to be historical. The author might have taken liberties
with facts in the interest of total effect. Who first tooks pains to compile
all the incidents? Does the work throw any light on the character of the
author? Have the ideas contained in the work any validity to the society

+



66 A Tale of Betrayal

of today with its changed mores and conventions? We have also to examine
the work from the aesthetic point of view apart from a linguistic analysis
of the text. Are there any glaring inconsistencies or blunders? Questions
like these are legion. In the present in-depth study of the text, the author

has attempted to answer some of the questions in the light of literary and
other evidence available.

Rajanareéntiran

Rajamakentirapuram ruled by Rajanaréntiran was verily a poet’s
paradise with impressive gardens and lawns. There were many galleries of
art besides buildings of an imposing nature. A lover of pleasure,
Rajanaréntiran was always in the company of beautiful damsels. Brave and
handsome, he set much store by integrity. He has been compared with king
Pari for his generosity and liberal outlook. These traits belong to all the
protagonists of Yatcakanam. In fact, it had been stipulated that the hero
should necessarily possess a few admirable qualities.

That Réjanaréntiran was not a figment of imagination is evident from
the Ammanai type of literature which traces his genealogy to king Cantanu.
This makes him a puranic character. Verse 12 (Ammanai) contains the
following details: king Cantanu was born in the lunar dynasty. His son
was Cittiraviriyan and grandson Panturajan. Pantu’s offspring was Arjunan
who fathered the valiant Abhiman. Abhiman’s son was Paricittu and his
grandson Janaméjayan. King Rajanarétiran was the son of Janamé&jayan.

Rajamakentirapuram

Tontri Konéru Natakavi, the Telugu poet (1547 A.D.) authored a
work entitled Tuvipata - Pala Pakavatam. In this work, there is a reference

to the story of Carankataran. If fact, this happens to be the first ever
literary evidence.

The work avers that Cararkatar
Rajamakentirapuram, was absolved of
wicked stepmother and became a Cittar

an, son of king Rajanaréntiran of
the calumny cast on him by his

A;iart from this reference, two other Telugu writers of eminence Panala
Camputgca@u and Kicimasici Timmakavi allude to the story of Céraﬁkatréu_l
and Maintan that the venue of the happenings was Rajamakentirapuram.

|

But  Caurana and  Cémakira Venkatakavi

- it opine  that
Rajanaréntiran was the king of Malavam.
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Rajamakeéntirapuram was the capital of the Venki kingdom. It was
situated on the banks of the Godavari river. The place has been identified
as modern Rajamantiri of East Godavari district. The two structures on
the banks of the Godavari, Cittiranki’s plank and Rattinanki’s plank have
associations with the tragic tale of Cararikataran. Some 3 k.m. away from
these structures is a place called Carankataru n Nimetta. Very near that
is the temple of Carankatarécuvaram where there is a statue of
Cararikataran. On the last day of Pongal celebrations, the Telugus offering
homage to the relics of a bygone age, remember without fail that the courts
of justice of Rajamakéentirapuram were located at Césaya Metta.

In the Guntur district, on the banks of the Krishna, lies the petty
hamlet Cararkunipalle. It is believed that the limbs of Carankataran were
chopped off on the adjacent hillock ‘called Cararikatarakutta. Kovur, in the
suburb of Nellore, has two imposing structures called the fortress of
Cittiranki and the fortress of Rattinanki. Though they are not directly
relevant to our study, they point to the popularity of the sad tale of
Cararikataran. In Srisailam of Kurnool district, there is a mutt named -after
Carankataran. Though it is called Caurankinatar Matam, the reference is
obviously to Cararikataran. Cararikataran is perhaps Cauranki Natar, one
of the Navanata Cittars in whose name worship is offered.

Both Carankataran Yatcakanam and Cararikataran Vacakappa refer
to the capital of King Rajanaréntiran as Rajamakentirapuram and
Makéntirapuram respectively. But in some other works such as Natakam
and Ammadnai, the place goes by the name Astinapuram. (Vide - Page 4
of Cararikataran Ammanai and Page 17 of Cararnkatara Natakam). The
Astinapuram mentioned here lies very near Meerut, some 35 k.m. away
from the city, on the banks of the Ganges. This was the ancient capital of

the Gurukula Kings.

Cittiranki’s history

Verse 7 of Yatcakanam refers to “Cittiranki endowed with eyebrows
resembling the bow whom the king married along with Rattinanki and
lived happily”.

In Ammanai literature, there is a casual reference tc Cittiranki’s
parentage. The story narrated here is different from the one figuring in
Yatcakanam. It is said that Brahmins carrying the portrait of
Carankataran visited many countries including the Pandya Kingdom.
Cittiranka Pantiyan the ruler, after ascertaining the wishes of his daughter
Cittiranki, agreed to give here in marriage to Cararikataran.
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Sources

While publishing this edition, cognizance was taken of the following
books, besides the palm leaf manuscript.

1. Carankataran Vacakappa of Sri Singaravel Mudaliyar in palm leaf
manuscript form.

2. Carankatara Ammanai or Cittiranki Malai of Sri Ekampara

Mutaliyar, published by S. Tulacinka Mutaliyar of Puntamalli (In printed
form, 1906).

3. Carankataran (Play) of Pammal Cambanta Mutaliyar (1912),
Second edition.

Incidentally, it must be mentioned that a parallel obtains for the
story of Cararkataran in Greek literature. '

Minas was the king of Crete. His daughter Freeta becomes the second
wife of king Theseus of Athens. Theseus had a son by his first wife. His
name was Mippolytus. Stepmother Freeta takes a fancy for him. But he
ignores her amorous advances with stubbornness. This irritates Freeta who
poisons the king’s mind against his son. The king was wild and ordered

the execution of his son. After many setbacks and complications, the truth
comes out and Freeta commits suicide.

Like the story of Carankataran, here also the stepmother attempts
an incestuous relationship with here son and pays for it dearly.

The names of the characters

The following are the chief characters of Yatcakanam

Rajanaréntiran - The King
Rattinanki - Senior Queen
Cittiranki - Junior Queen
Cararikataran - Rattinanki’s son.

These names have been retained in all the available versions of
Yatcakanam.

The other characters who figure in Yatcakanam are Nitimaintan, the
minister, his son Cumantan, Makéntira Cittar who chants holy words in
the ear of Cararkataran, the heavenly voice recounting the earlier birth,
emissaries, elders, citizens and the executioners. '



Preface 69

In the play of P.Campanta Mutaliyar entitled Cararkataran, the
name of the minister is Vaciti. Cararikataran’s friend is called Cumantiran.
There are a few new characters who do not figure in Yatcakanam. They
are Matura Kavi, the poet, Cuntarakan, the clown and Matanikai, the
friend of Cittiraniki. The Vétuvas, Rattinanki’s confident maid and the
executioners figure as minor characters.

In Carankataran Ammanai, the friend of Cararkataran is called
Cumantiran. Cittiranki’s maid is called Cinkaramalai. Her fathﬁr is
Cittirankatan, the king of the Pandya kingdom. The sentinel goes by' the
name Keti Vira Cinkan. The heavenly voice here assumes the form of a
Brahmin girl. The Cittar’s name is Minanatar. There are a number of other
minor characters including the priests and the Brahmins.

In Carankataran Vacakappa there are four ministers to the king who
have no names, but are referred to as the first, the second etc. Here the
friend of Carankataran is called Cumantan. The minor characters who
constitute the menial staff of the king are unnumbered.

Cittiranki - In Yatcakanam

Verse 7 mentions the king’s marriage with both Rattinanki and
Cittiranki. That Cittiranki was endowed ‘with eyebrows resembling the bow’
is particularly mentioned.

Though blessed with wealth and fame, the queens had no issue to
call their own. As instructed by the elders, the king did penance and the
Almighty, in his infinite mercy, appeared before him in the company of his
spouse.

Verse 13 alludes to the boon given by the Almighty to the king that
he would soon beget a son by his first wife Rattinanki.

Both Yatcakanam and Vacakappa concur that the king had two wives.
But in the Ammanai genre of literature, there is a major variation. Here
the king marries the girl who had been proposed to his son namely
Rattinanki. )

Cittiranki - In Ammanai literature

By the time he was twelve years old, Cararikataran had mastered
many arts. On page 4, it is said that the king decided to get him married
to a suitable partner. He discusses this with his ministers and commissions
an artist to do a portrait of his son. The Brahmins carry the portrait to
many countries. During their search for a bride, they reach Madurai which
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was ruled by the Pandya King Cittirankatan. He ascertains the views of
his daughter Cittiranki, agrees to the proposal and sends in exchange the
picture of his daughter. On seeing the portrait brought by the Brahmins,
Rajanaréntiran falls for her and expressed his wish to wed her. (page 21).
He instructs the Brahmins to arrange for the marriage and sends his sword
to the Pandya kingdom. On page 29, it is said that the Pandya King bowing
to' tradition, lit a holy fire and asked his daughter to garland the sword.
After the marriage, the girl Cittiranki is sent to Astinapuram in the
company of the Brahmins. On her arrival in the palace, Rajanaréntiran
reveals to her the truth. Though she is initially bewildered, she decides to
honour the hoary custom of accepting the person whose sword she has
garlanded, as her husband. She resigns herself to her fate and consents to
a formal marriage. The bride and bridegroom exchange garlands and are
quite happy. This is how Cittiranki is portrayed in Ammanai literature.

Cittiranki as portrayed in drama

In the first act of the drama by Pammal Campanta Mutaliyar, the

following words are put into the mouth of Rattinanki (Page 8). “Will
anybody fall for the gj i i

in his way? No. Even I, his first wife, winked at this
abominable aberration and allowed him to act as he liked” This is in
keeping with the thread of the story as developed in Ammanai. In other
words, a search is i i i

The following speech of Cittiranki in the play has great significance.
“Perhaps I am born withqut the blessings of the Gods. Otherwise, why
should such a fate befall me? This man, who ought to be my father-in-law,
who chose me as a bride for his son, now wants to marry me’. It is good

i 'From this it is evident that Cittiranki had decided to marry
Carankataran ever since she set eyes on his portrait. The- vow that she

: Wwas only an eyewash to gain time. She had a
faint ray of hope that the king might ultimately relent to her wishes. But
the king was more diplomatic. He sent Carankataran to the forest so that
she would not see him at the completion of her vow. '
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Knowing that Cittiraniki was deliberately prolonging the vow to gain
time, the king addresses her: Look, I came to know that you are in love
with Cararikataran. He is a dullard; a nitwit. very ugly to look at. Perhaps
you thought that the portrait sent to you was his. No. It was my own
picture drawn in the past (verse 17).

With the help of Matanikai her maid, Cittiranki meets Carankataran
in the palace garden. When she revealed her love to him, he refused to
accept it saying that she was his stepmother, This meeting does not figure
in any other version of the story of Carankataran.

The pigeon and Cittiranki

The incident of Carankataran and Cumantan playing the game of
‘pigeon race’ has not been changed. In fact, identical descriptions of the
event obtain in all the different versions of the Carankataran story.

In Yatcakanam when queen Cittiranki is in the throes of love
sickness and addresses- her favourite parrot on her miserable plight.
Carankataran makes his entry in search of his lost bird (verse 48). But in
Ammanai literature, there is a slight slant given to this incident. Cittiranki,
pining for Carankataran, interprets his accidental entry as the fulfillment
or realization of her vows. (verse 61). In the drama version of P.Campanta
Mutaliyar, Ciftiranki is shown as longing for Cararikataran though she had
been married to his father. The arrival of the pigeon makes here extremely
happy. She is reluctant to part with the bird. She refuses to send it through
any messenger and insists on Carankataran’s personal appearance. The
other versions of the story also exploit this situation with minor
modifications.

The meeting between Cittiranki and Carankataran:
(As depicted in the play)

In Yatcakanam Carankataran goes to Cittiranki’s palace to collect his
bird though forbidden by Cumantan. The incident happens when the king
1s away in the forest with the Veétuvars. Carankataran’s contention was
that there was nothing wrong in meeting one’s stepmother. Cittiranki at
the time, was extremely love - lorn and was longing for the king.

In all the versions of the Carankataran story Carankataran sends a
messenger to collect the bird. But Cittiranki insists on his personal
appearance. It is obvious from her reaction that it was she who was guilty
of a serious moral lapse and that Carankataran was innocent.
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About Cittiranki pulling the upper cloth of Carankataran, who is
hastily making an exit after refusing to comply with here request there
are two versions. One of them refers to the ornamental embellishments
getting shattered in the impact of her powerful pull. In the other version,
Carankataran is in such a hurry that he does not bother about the upper
cloth that had fallen and leaves it behind him.

All the versions describe the meeting of dishevelled Cittiranki by the
king in an identical manner except that in some the shattered pearls are
substituted by the upper cloth left behind. This is not a major variation
as some object or the other has to be mentioned to strengthen the kings
suspicion of an outrage on Cittiranki’s modesty by Carankataran.

The version of Pammal Campanta Mutaliyar contains another
variation which is quite significant. In Yatcakanam and a few other
versions, it is simply said that Cittiranki poisons the king’s mind because

Carankataran shunned her amorous advances. The motive for her wicked
action is not very convincing.

But the dramatic version emphasises the logic behind her action
which is quite artistic and credible. Cittiranki agreed to the marriage
proposal after seeing the portrait of Carankataran. When she knows that
a dirty and mean trick has been played on her by the king, she refuses
to consummate the marriage under the guise of a vow. In fact, she has
firmly decided in favour of Carankataran. Meanwhile news reaches her
that the king is trying to settle the marriage of Carankataran with the
princess of the Caluva Kingdom. This provokes here beyond words and
makes her accuse Carankataran of gross violation. She hopefully imagines
that she can easily cow down the king by placing a false charge at the

door of his son. The king, she thought, would forthwith insist on his son
marrying the girl he had outraged (page 65).

What further motivates her to accuse Carankataran is the evil
counsel of her maid Matanikai. Just as the hunch back Mantarai poisoned
the mind of Kaikéyi in the Ramayana, Matanikai added fuel to the fire of
Cittiranki’s fury. Says she, If only such a thing had happened to me, [
would have simply wrested his life. How ridiculous and humiliating is it

to spurn a damsel who has voluntarily come forward to express her love
in unambiguous terms?

other

1, he forthwith
' - On hearing this, Cittiranki makes a
g to soften his sternness. In fact, she suggests that she be

decides to amputate his son’s limbs
plea to the kin
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married off to Cararnkataran who had outraged her. Let bygones be
bygones’ says Cittirariki. But the king was not in a mood to listen to her.
He mercilessly orders the immediate execution of the punishment.

The Resolulion of the Plot @ I drama

“I am not basically evil-minded, but was misled by others into doing
bad actions. If only I had wedded Carankataran, I would have lived in
peace. Why should king Narentiran toll my death-knell? It was rather
unlucky that I had a friend in Matanikai ... what is the use of all this
after thought? Before the true story of mine that I have penned, with a
fervent plea to the king to forgive the lapses of Cararnikataran, reaches him,
I should put an end to my life. Before Carankataran is executed, I wish
the truth comes out” (Pages §9-90).

So saying Cittiranki jumped into the fire and killed herself.
Meanwhile, as per the orders of the king, Carankataran was executed. This
is how the dramatist Campanta Mutaliyar ends his play.

In Vacakappa

In Vacakappd, the king orders the chopping off of the limbs of
Carankataran for misbehaving with his step mother. After the punishment
is carried out, the heavenly voice clarifies that Carankataran is now paying
for his past deeds. He regains his lost limbs thanks to a Cittar. When the
king comes to know the truth through his men, he orders the confinement
of Cittirariki to the burning lime kiln (verse 177). The messengers later
report that Cittiranki died suffering extreme pain.

King Rajanaréntiran and queen Rattinanki then go in search of their
son. Hearing them bewailing, the Cittar comes to their rescue. He brings
Carankaratan to their presence. The Vacakappa ends on a philosophic note
struck by Cararkataran and with his abrupt disappearance.

In Ammanai literature

The Ammanai Literature recounts the same story up to the meeting
of the parents with the dead Carankataran. Cararkataran tells his parents
about the workings of destiny, how all the events are preordained according
to the deeds done in the past. He makes it clear that hereafter there cannot
be any relationship with his parents as he is dead and has paid for his
earlier actions. Thus Cararikataran totally severs his connection with his
parents. At the intervention of the Cittar, he agrees to hand over the sword,
the insignia of power, to Cumantiran. This is symbolic of the transfer of
regal power. In the company of the Cittar, he goes to Astinapuram and
crowns Cumantiran king. This is how Ammanai has resolved the conflict.
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In Yatcakanam

All the other details are identical except the speech of
Carankataran who is revived by the Cittar.

“Sir, I am not to blame,
Nor guilty of any lapse,
I was born as your son,
Thanks to the deeds done in the past”.

says Carankataran, pays obeisance to his parents and disappears.
Naréntiran, unable to bear the parting from his son, attempts to commit
suicide. Then Nitimaintan narrates the story of Arjuna, who had to face a
similar predicament when his son Abhiman died. The king is asked to live
down his sorrow, keeping in mind Arjuna. King Rajanaréntiran and queen
Rattinanki bestow on Nitimaintan the status of a surrogate son. This is
how the story is wound up in Yatcakanam.

The tone of the story is basically tragic. In all the versions, tragedy
is averted by resorting to a few clever devices. In Yatcakanam the heavenly
voice, the reference to the deeds done in the previous birth and the Cittar
with supernatural powers contribute abundantly to lessen to tragic tone

and convert the narrative into one with a happy ending. The following
incidents deserves special mention.

(1) Cittiranki, the evil one is punished. No one will regret this as
she is paying for a wicked deed.

(2) Carankataran is not killed; only his limbs are chopped off leaving
a hint that in the end he will prosper as he is not guilty.

(3) Carankataran’s parents go in search of him. This act lessens the
gathering gloom and indirectly points to a dawn after the darkest hour.

{4) Tbe prayer of Carankataran to the gods after his limbs are
amputated is significant. The Heavenly voice places all blame on past

deeds. It absolves Cararkataran of lapses in the present birth. The arrival
of the Cittar heralds the cheerful ending.

(5) The exhibition of the supernatural powers of the Cittar, who

;estores the lost limbs of Carankataran adds to the growing gaiety and
ope.

. (6) The meeting of Carankataran as a realized Cittar by his parents
climaxes the optimistic trend.

(7) Enlightenment dawns on the sorrowful parents when they are

told about' the workings of destiny. Carankataran is no longer their son,
but a realized soul who has found fulfillment.
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(8) The acceptance of Nitimaintan as a surrogate son makes the
narrative with prounouncedly tragic undertones, a comedy with a happy
ending.

The characterisation of Cittiranki: Some doubts

In the version of Campanta Mutaliyér, the wicked act of Cittiranki
is shown as strongly motivated. The portrayal of the dramatist is quite
convincing and is backed by logic. The complications can be traced to the
unseemly act of the king, who falls for the damsel chosen for his son. He
does not want the son to be in the know of things and compulsorily sends
him for hunting. But Cittiranki had once and for all decided to marry
Carankataran ever since she set her eyes on his picture. She postpones
the consummation of the marriage under the guise of a vow. She tries her
best to win Carankataran’s hand and ultimately falls for a ruse. But she
hopefully feels that the king would agree to the marriage when once he
comes to know the Cittirariki had been molested by his son. Her final
resolve to kill herself redeems her from all sin.

Thée dramatist has built up incidents very cleverly which saves the
play from degenerating into melodrama.

In Ammanai literature

In Ammanai literature, the situation becomes complex when the king,
bent upon marrying the girl chosen for his son, sends his sword and makes
the girl garland it. Thus mistaken identity sets the ball rolling. When
‘Cittiranki, the bride comes to know that a mean trick has been played on
her, she coolly resigns herself to her fate and agrees to the formal marriage
with the king by exchanging garlands. Her meeting with Carankataran
takes place when she is pining for the king intensely. It is, in fact, a lust
- lorn Cittiranki who receives Cararkataran and naturally falls for his
youth. It may be an act of impulse, but none the less natural and
convincing. Her making amorous advances is the source of all conflict.

In both Vacekappa and Yatcakanam it is .said that king
Rajanarentiran had two wives and that both of them were issueless. Later
on, thanks to the blessings of the Almighty, the senior queen begets a
child. This results in the junior queen becoming terribly jealous. So far so
good. But the incident of the junior queen falling for her son sounds like
wild fancy taking into account the ages of the characters concerned. Even
if a liberal allowance is made for imaginative fabrication, the incident is
too contrived to be logical or convincing.
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Rajanaréentiran

King Réjana{réntirax_l is depicted as a paragon of virtues. Though .he
is endowed with wealth, fame and a life of comfort and luxury, he remains

‘a flower without fragrance’ and ‘a cuckoo without voice’ since he does not
have any issue to call his own.

Following the advice of elders and Brahmins, he resorts to rigorous
penance and thanks to the blessings of the Almighty begets a bonny boy
by his senior queen Rattinanki. Overjoyed, he distributes large amounts as
charity, organises festivals for the Gods and builds temple towers etc. That
he is always generous with his gifts is quite often emphasised in the text.
As a responsible father, he initiates his son into various arts including
horse riding which is a ‘must’ for any prince.

His love for his wives is equally divided. He seldom considers his
first wife to be superior to the second one even after the senior queen is
delivered of a child. Particular mention is made®of the love that he lavishes
on the junior queen Cittiranki even after the conception of Rattinariki.

A few unexpected events upset the event tenor of his life. In his
absence, his son Carankataran plays the game called ‘pigeon race’ with his
close friend Cumantan. The entry of his son’s pigeon into the private
apartments of Cittiranki is the beginning of his sorrows. This has serious

repercussions and lands him in embarrassing situations testing his
judgement and discretion.

When Cittiranki falsely accuses Carankataran of molesting her, the
king believes her implicitly. In fact this weakness for Cittiranki is the
serious flaw in his character and which accounts for all the complications
that arise in his life. In the assembly of elders before whom he places the
accusation of Cittiranki, Rajanaréntiran refuses to be an active listener to
the words of wisdom of the elders. In fact, the elders stoutly maintain that
Carankataran would never be guilty of such a mean and despicable act
unworthy of a prince. They even recount instances where people have come

to suffer because of their listening to the tales of women. Even Cumantan’s
words vouching the innocence of Carankataran fall on deaf ears. He is bent
upen punishing his son. His subsequent order that his son’s hands and
legs should be amputated reveals his mad infatuation for the junior queen.

No doubt he makes up for this wh
through he heavenly voice. The jud
dumping of the queen in a lime ki

en he comes to know the truth
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There is nothing very remarkable in the characterisation of king
Rajanaréntiran. He is portrayed as a conventional king given to a life of
ease and luxury. As a lover of the good things of life, he is blind to the
wisdom of the elders, who are noted for their level headedness and sanity.
His infatuation for queen Cittiranki is his bane.

In a didactic tale like the present one, characters are prone to point
to a moral. The king’s life perhaps underlines the danger behind mad
passion which clouds one’s judgement and discretion.

Rattinanki

What strikes one most about Rattinanki is her infinite tolerance. In
the dramatic version of P.Campanta Mutaliyar, the following speech is
attributed to her. “Did the son ever oppose his marriage to Cittiranki?
Even I did not stand in the way even though she was attaining to the
status of a co-wife”. Knowing the king’s weakness for women, she refuses
to get provoked even when she comes to know that the king has cast his
eyes on the bride chosen for his son. Though.her tolerance may appear
incongruous to modern minds, there is something commendable about it.
It was her excessive love for the king that makes her overlook even his
serious lapses.

Peaceful co-existence with a co-wife is a tribute to Rattinanki’s basic
goodness. That she is straight forward and honest is evident from the words
of the Almighty while conferring a boon to the king, namely the gift of a
child. A loving mother, she is terribly upset to know that the king has
ordered the amputation of her son’s limbs. Her passionate plea to the king
to spare the life of her son is couched in a language marked by restraint
and earnestness. She is even willing to give up her life for the sake of her
son. When the king remains cold and adamant, she becomes so desperate
that she wonders whether even the Gods have become devoid of pity. In
the concluding part of the story there are many instances which point to
her unselfish love for her son and devotion to her husband. Altogether,
Rattinanki emerges as a very lovable character.

Carankataran
While blessing king Rajanarentiran with a son, the Almighty says
that he, will be ‘as effulgent as the Sun and the Moon’.

The boyhood and youth of Carankataran the bright boy, are
uneventful. He has a good education and also attains proficiency in arts
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like horse-riding which are a ‘must’ for any prince worth the name. He
finds in Cumantan an ideal companion.

It is only after the entry of his pigeon into the private apartments
of his stepmother Cittiranki that his life becomes verily a bed of thorns.
Falsely accused of misdemeanour by his stepmother, he suffers untold
misery. But he never loses the essential faith in himself. Even when the
king orders the amputation of his limbs, he does not lose his mental

equilibrium. His entrusting Cumantan to the care of his mother speaks
volumes for his basic goodness.

He indulges in self analysis and introspection while lying abandoned
in the forest after the execution of the cruel punishment. He wonders why
he should be subjected to such suffering when he was not guilty of any

lapse. He finds consolation only after the heavenly voice attributes his
suffering to deeds done in the earlier birth.

His final meeting with his parents as a ‘realized soul’, who has
nothing to do with worldly relationships, and his abrupt disappearance are

quite in keeping with his character which is marked by a certain sense of
objectivity and detachment. ’

The Didactive element

Yatcakanam artists are not mere entertainers. They have as their
aim the improvement of morals and manners. Ethical ideas are sugar
coated with exciting tales. Characters some times cease to be of flesh and

blogd and degenerate into puppets echoing the voice of the Yatcakanam
artist. In other words they virtually become mouth pieces. )

Somg of the moral ideas that we find in this work are enumerated
below. A life without children will never attain to fullness. (verse 9). This
is exemplified in the life of king Rajanaréntiran.

That a woman is highly secretive and that her inner most thoughts
-can.not be gauged is another idea that we find in this tale. Cittiranki, the
Junuor queen accuses Carankataran of a serious moral lapse. Believing her,
the king decides to punish his son severely. In this context, the ministers
and elders point out to the king that he should not rely completely on the
wqrds of a woman. They cite instances of women who had maneuvered to
ruin men. “Woman is always an enigma within a riddie whose real motives
can rarely be understood or gauged. You may be able to count the trees
In a bush, measure the waters of the ocean, scale the heights of the sky,
count the number of stars in the galaxy, even count the folicles on one’s
head ..... but never plumb into the depths of a woman’s heart”.
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Our classics abound in women who were responsible. for the ruin of
men. Kaikeyi brought about the fall of Dasaratha, Rama owed his
sufferings to Sitai and the Pandavas had to experience woes because of
Draupadi. Examples can be multiplied.

Vacakappa echoes the same idea in verse 68: One may hope to
triumph over the Lord of Death, one may defeat even the worst enemy,
one can fight even a springing, ferocious tiger, one may even subdue a
goblin or establish supremacy over a snake ..... but one can never hope to
win over a woman. This is true, verily true.....

Again the same verse projects the following idea: One can trust an
elephant in rut, flood waters, wild wind, thieves, darkness, fire..... but never
women who strut like the swan.

The story of Mongoose

A Brahmin lady had a mongoose which was loved by her as her own
offspring: One day the mongoose killed a snake which attempted to bite
the woman’s child. Seeing blood dripping from the mouth of the mongoose,
the woman wrongly assumed that it had bitten her child and killed it
forthwith. Later on, she repented for her thoughtless action. Her husband
set out to Benaras as an act of expiation. Before leaving, he handed over
a palm leaf with the following message: Action done hastily will result in
sorrow. He also made the cryptic remark that anybody would willingly buy
the palm leaf for hundred sovereigns. The son of a merchant bought it and
soon went abroad unable to bear the humiliation that he suffered at the
hands of his parents. He returned quite prosperous after a few years. By
that time, his father had left the shores of the country on business. One
day at midnight the father returned and found a young man sharing his
wife’s bed. He was not aware that it was own son who left home a few
years ago. The first impulse of the merchant was to kill both as he mistook
the young man for his wife’s paramour. When he tried to take the sword
from the sheath, the palm leaf containing the message fell and he read it.
Wisdom dawned on him.

The above story, which figures in the text, is obviously meant for the
reader. It is not uncommon for Yatcakdnam artists to punctuate their
narratives with stories containing a moral. Didacticism is not considered
by them as a literary blemish. On the other hand, they feel that any
literature, worth the name, must teach a lesson.

When Rajanaréntiran attempts suicide after the death of his son, the
minister recounts to him the story of Arjuna and his son Abhiman. Krishna
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finds it difficult to console Arjuna and takes him to the heavenly abode of
Abhiman where the son, when beckoned by the father, contemptuously
replies that he has no connection whatever with him. Arjuna is totally
disillusioned. This is the fate of all mortals, who set much store by earthly
relationships. These are transitory and would cease to be in course of time.
True knowledge consists in developing a sense of detachment.

Carankataran soliloquises after the amputation of his limbs by the
king’s men. The soliloquy is replete with ideas on what is right and what
is wrong. “Why am I suffering? Did I hurt the feelings of good men? Did
I offend my mother? Did I in my youth indulge in unfair business

transactions? Did I speak against my lineage or tradition? Did I contradict
my teachers? So on and So forth.

Again, the following words which constitute the speech of the Cittar
point to moral ideas: Don’t regret for having lost the limbs. Nothing is
permanent. Kings, ministers, nay, everybody will surely. bite the dust.

Generalities

When the king, takes to task Cittiranki, after the heavenly voice
discloses the truth, she remains unperturbed and accuses the king’s men
of receiving money and concocting wild tales. That money exerts great sway
in twisting truth is evident from this. This has great relevance to the world
of today where talk of corruption in all spheres is very much in the air.

Verses 133 and 134 describe the reaction of the public when
Carankataran is led to the forest to take his punishment. Some people
watch the fun. Some cannot withstand the sight and flee from the scene.
A few cover their faces and weep. There are others who blame the king
for his thoughtless act. A few rebuke Cittiranki using strong epithets like
Nili. Some sensitive souls even contemplate quitting the unholy place. A
small minority feels that Carankataran is guilty of a major lapse and
deserves severe punishment. The description of a cross section of the

population shows great insight into human nature which has not undergone
much change over the years.

.Verse 46 describes the retinue which
hunting. This medley also consists of vari
some really interested in hunting. A few

of elephants. A few are aghast at the sigh i i iggi
ght of wild pigs digging the earth.
There are others who are inspired by a se ety Fon o

. . nse of bravery. Few feel homesick
and secretly curse the king. Thus we have glimpse of various kinds of
people here.

accompanies the king for
ous types of people. There are
are timid and flee at the sight
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When the Yatcakanam exponent describes the various types of men,
the audience is sure to indulge in self analysis and introspection. This is
sure to have a cathartic effect and will purge them of their base thoughts
and emotions. The efforts of the speaker or actor will be more than justified
if at least a few of the people in the audience give up their evil ways and
emerge as better and saner men.

The author and his work

Verse 6 of Yatcakanam contains details concerning the author. His
name is Velli Kantaiyan. He was born in the Vira Saivam community. He
expresses his wish to tell the story of Cararnkataran in the Yatcakanam
style employing the metre viruttappa. It is also evident from verse 6 that
he hails from Matayampati (also called Ten Matai) of the Chola country.
He was by profession a kindergarten teacher.

Mataiyampati from where the poet hails can boast of an ancient
temple with Pacupati Nayakan as the presiding deity. His spouse is called
Umai. He is also known as Ven Cantiracekaran. He is believed to dwell
eternally in the hearts of his devotees.

Already another book eulogising His greatness has appeared: Mata:
Tiruverikatanatan Pana Vitu Tutu. The present writer invokes the deity to
help him render the story of Carankataran in chaste Tamil. He also pays
obeisance to the other deities worshipped in the temple which include Vénti
Vindyakan, Unnamulai Ammai, Ponnittai and Mutta Lekkala Tevi.

Literary niceties

, The author has employed both literary words and slang words
depending on the context and the situation. The verses are full of verbal
-embellishments. All the conceits like alliteration find ample display. Among
the figures of speech, simile has been employed abundantly. In fact, the
simile and the metaphor are the author’s forte. The style, one whole, is
quite pleasing and elegant.

In verse 5, the author compares himself to a tiny hillock amidst huge
mountains. This reveals not only his modesty, but his ability to use a
striking simile. '

Elsewhere which referring to Rajanarentiran who had no child to call
his own the author exclaims: “A life without a child is like a flower without
smell, a cuckoo without song, the sky without the moon and a pond without
flowers”.
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When Rattinarki conceives, the author compares it to the growth of
the egg plant on the rock. The child born to her is compared to the moon.

In verse 41, there is a very vivid description. of sunset and the
gathering gloom. The brooding darkness is compared to the mind of a man

ignorant of the three Tamil modes of expression called Iyal, Icai and
Natakam.

The king’s men entrusted with the work of executing the punishment
_on Carankataran pity him and exclaim as follows: “It is just like the crow
sitting on a palm tree and the fruit dropping”. What the king’s men try
to drive home is the fact that Carankataran’s entry into Cittiranki’s palace
and the subsequent events were accidental and not deliberate.

While describing an event from the Mahabharata, the author employs
another striking simile. Dharmaputra is challenged by Duryodhana to enter
the battle field. The challenge is taken up by Vima. The angry Vima is
compared to the destructive aspect of the Almighty manifesting: itself on
the eve of the Armageddon. The army of Duryodhana is compared to the

big blaze which is supposed to shoot up and destroy the world at the end
of each Yukam.

Again, while cataloguing the good_qualities of king Naréntiran, the
author resorts to apt comparisons. In generosity, he is like the proverbial
Pari and in rectitude like king Harischandra. He is a ‘gem among men, in
fact a diamond, a green emerald and so on and so forth. Similarly very
apt epithets and comparisons are used to describe Cittiranki. In the eyes
of the king, she is the full moon; the blossomed lotus. Her eyebrows

resemble the bow of Civa and her eyes the fish. All her features have a
replica in nature.

Rhyme, Rhythm and verbal embellishments

Verse 6 is a good example of an eminent]
best words are placed in the best order. The
prosody is evident here as the lines adhere to
highly pleasing. This three-line stanza, wh
1s euphonic because of the Jjudicious use o
embellishments. Similarly
containing a single idea.

¥y musical verse, where the
authors supreme skill in
a rhythmic beat that is
ere a single idea is developed,
f alliteration and other verbal

there are verses of four, five and six lines
What lends distinction to the

of good poetry. Verse 9 lends itself to singing because of its harmonious
sound pattern. Indeed, this is a beautiful

' piece of music producing a very
pleasing effect. The rhetorical questions that constitute the second half of
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verse 9 lend the poem a distinct suppleness. The vigour of the images and
the terseness of thought are highly commendable.

Most of the verses can be sung on the stage with great effect.
Particular mention must be made of verse 39 set in the Campai Talam.

The author’s style is epigrammatic. Apart from original pithy sayings,
the author also employs well known saying and proverbs with great effect.
As the Yatcakanam audience is a mixed one, ‘wise sayings and modern
instances’ will have great appeal. Some of the epigrams found in the text
run as follows: Innocence is the woman’s best jewel (59), None demands
payment to taste sugarcane (62), Like the god sought-after crossing one’s
path(63).

Candensed epithets

The author is good at packing many ideas in a single epithet. The
word Asta Aisvariyam looks innocent, but connotes men, kinsmen, gold,
pearls, grain, vehicle, slaves and power (verse 172).

In verse 134 occurs the epithet Karpakam which has a built in
connotation and includes four other varieties of trees such as
Ariccantanam, Cantanam, Parijatam and Mantaram.

The word Cdstarikam includes within its ambit eight parts of the
body such as cheeks, ears, head, hands, arms and so on. Another example
that can be cited occurs in verse 169 where we get the term Nittilavannan.
This is applied to Lord Krishna who is as effulgent as the pearl. The pearl
is normally white and so the comparison of Krishna, the dark one, to a
pearl is apparently incongruous and absurd. But the word Nlttllavannan
has deeper implications and can be extended to the pearl emergmg from
the mouth of the divine snake Ati Sesha which is blue in colour. The
connotation can be extended further to other pearls with other origins. In
fact, mythical pearl is supposed to originate in 21 different ways. To
mention a few. Pearls can be obtained both from the earth and the water.
Pearls associated with irony will obviously be white in colour. Those which
originate in sugarcane will be golden.

The author’s use of aliases to the characters widens our knowledge
of the ancient books as it becomes obligatory to trace the origins of these
names. For example, Arjuna goes by different names such as
Tanariceyan, Vijayan etc. The white garments worn by Arjuna account for
that name. Being the son of Piratai (Kunti), he is called Parttan. As he
took his birth on Pankuni Uttiram day, he is called Parkunan. As the
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wearer of the crown presented by Indira, he goes by the name Kiriti. Since
he rides a chariot drawn by white horses, he is called Swedavahan. Being
always the victor in battle, the name Vicaiyan is appropriate. As a dispeller
of ignorance, he is called Kiruttinan and as the obtainer of wealth from
his enemies whom he accompanied up to Uttarakiri, he goes by the name

Tananceyan. If fact, the author has employed these several aliases to obtain
variety and avoid monotony.

Sanskrit words and slang words

The author employs Sanskrit words quite freely. This leads us to
infer that the Tamil spoken and written during his time contained many
such words. After all, intelligibility is the criterion and the author would
not forsake it at the cost of exhibiting his scholarship in another language.

To cite examples: the word Apisekam oceurs often. This is the term
used even today to describe the ritualistic bath given to the idols in
temples. The hand is called Hastam, again a Sanskrit word. Instances can

be multiplied. It will suffice if a small list of Sanskrit words figuring in

the text is appended here: Akacavani, Kimpurutar, Aratanai, Castankam,
Pasanam, Puspam, Covpakkiyam, etc.

The text abounds in slang words. These are deliberately used,by the
author so that his message will have greater appeal to the men in the
mass. Not that he was devoid of a scholarly vocabulary. Elsewhere he has

used words like Atavi, Tarankam, Nunnarivu, Kalai, Kolittal which contain
literary echoes.

To examine some of the slang words and turns of phrases. The word
Tamacam is used for delay. The phrase Kitantu Kitai describes the fallen
state. The word Manni connotes the idea of ‘please give’, Expressions like
Porattu, Varattu, Corir are corrupt form of Povatu, Varuvatu and
Colluvatu. Colloquial words are tegion: Anavaratam, Akkir_zai, Kannalam,

Cakkalatti Carikocam, Pollu Vacanam. Often the letter ma is used in place
of pa.

Verses 46, 47 and 123 cont

ain serious errors in grammar. These
mistakes were perhaps committed

by the copyists.
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A TALE OF BETRAYAL

(Seeking the aid of the Almighty to tell the story of
Cararikataran in Yatcakanam style)

Hail Matayampati,

A revered spot in the Cola country

Where dwells the Lord 1 worship

The darling husband of Umai

Who wears on his matted locks

The Crescent moon,

Who lives in the moat of the devotee’s heart
Who gladly allows

The right of obeisance at his feet
To the dear devout.
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2. Salutations to Vinayaka, Civa and Unnamulai Ammai

Let me salute Venti Vinayaka

Of Matayampati

Who promptly responds to prayer

Of his devotees.

I bow to the presiding deity

Of Matayampati

Whom Gods eulogise and revere

Who is foremost among things animate
The darling spouse of Uma.

3. ( pBS6or, HTCoul] 6TEHHTEOLDEND = CUSTTSHLD ) FbenLs

uerer] 15ﬁw@ SHGUST 6 GBT
Qouerener “aurrremtar LO(HSLI

Llerener wr&w Lpms

QUGTGTE) GenesTL) LicwlIGevetr



38 A Tale of Betrayal

ol ey sGBH sLipe Limw
UNESHEG L UITLOTED &

Cmw apL_otrafss Qumered &
Smwiwer 2 ewre_mGLw

83085 emibLsp wrensulm
GoTallu (1ps ST

Oevgsaur Ggaf 411.1@697

@ausEGL  Tars,

aereflubemwamug G Qe g Qaratn_cugid, gayTeID  eTaTeni
Gauerener  wreneTenwiyenL_i Coaup@refer . isarmer G:)g,ci:aurmmaptu
6w 5 ST Q)b BTesflair  LoghLoss YeTugoTEIL (PG GLigELoT e
aueTBGHG D oyGuer  &mpalnssh @Ess SR LT 156G @b
LI@HUDLELTEL  BEs 5058 e oo welsarrs  aflorss)  gyyenss
sn&arn  srallfwmGiu Gureref sgruiar  oymer 6T@T b amf_ﬂmgﬁg
Cavatnr REIC mevr.  eratirig eveus gyt HepOUDD  Qubiorensule) sTpssefudrar
W sTabmLuTU 615s0rG gsalulsr QBT TardFs Han_ss GouamBGHG [DGHT.

UTTERILD - wirenar; airgewer - @)5§rer. Guirerad - arelifluir gy, sTésarGsal
wregullas Gamullar Qemein@arer EgmuGsaems.

areug FQamed - | arrwd. 2. T e 3. STw pyenes 4. W myeir

Salutations of Muruka, Kaveri and Ekkalammai

I salute Muruka

Who entered into holy wedlock with Valli
Who also married Teivayanai,

The daughter of Intira,

Establishing close Kinship

With the proud possessor of the white elephant.
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4. Salutations to Kalaimaka}

I offer obeisance

At the lotus feet of the Goddess of learning
In the fond hope that my Tamil muse

Sung in Yatca Kanam style

Shall reverberate across the world

Elevating listeners to divine rapture.
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A The poet’s humility

I make bold to lisp in numbers

Before the celebrated poets of the land

Mighty like mount Meru, me a midget!

But did they not describe me as sweet-tempered
And commend my lofty aims?

This explains my daring act

Of singing before them.
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I seek anchorage in my.fellow bards
Whose poetic overflew
Is verily the torrential rain

Prose: Who is it that is going to narrate as Yatca Kanam the Tale of Carankan, after
worshipping the Gods and acknowledging his limitations?
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Rajamakentirapuram teemed with generous souls
Hailing the flood of poetic effusions

In chaste unalloyed Tamil

With the warmth shown to infants.

The place abounded in noble men’
Commanding respect from the munificent rich.
Brahmins with love for living things
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Spread the tenets of hoary lore
Elevating men to dizzy heights

Of virtue and goodness.

Elephants roamed about the streets
With gay abandon.

Orchards with tall trees

Carried flowers in bloom

Whose weight made them stoop

In ceremonial salute.

Palatial buildings, mighty towers
Dancing floors wide and spacious
Were other significant land marks.
Jubilant ruler of Rajamakentirapuram
Sat in the midst of golden lasses
With soft and tender feelings
Wearing their hair in plaits

Whose waists were bright and slender
Like the streaks of lightning. -
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7. The ruler of Rajamakentirapuram
Raja Narentira was verily an emperor
Holding absolute sway on kings
Of eight directions.
Sweet tempered and scrupulously honest,
Generous like Pari and Karna,
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He was the destroyer of parsimony
Showering gold with liberal hand
And a lion to enemy kings

Who ever threatened his golden throne.
Perhaps he had assumed man’s guise
To cool the passions of his wives

As he was a giver of pleasure as well!
Discreet in his actions,

Honest like Hariccantira,

Handsome as Intira, the king of Gods
He had married Rattinanki,

Carved out of pristine gold

Whose intellectual attainments

Were the envy of others.

His other wife was Citranki

With eyebrows like a bow

For both his life-partners

King had built separate mansions.
Coupled thus ideally, they lived

Like Rati and Manmata

Like milk and honey

Magnet and the needle

Absence of sorrow was their lot

A Tale of Betrayal

The flowers on the locks of wives seldom withered.

Prose: Let us now attempt a description of the minister of King Narentira, brave,

noble, magnanimous and a paragon of virtues whose life is a by word for satisfaction
and fulfiliment.
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8. His minister had an uncanny knack
To study past and future
And determine the most propitious hour.
Gifted with sharp intellect
He was good at taking decisions
After meaningful dialogue with cross-sections.
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For some, he dropped a hint or gesture

For others, he employed severe reprimand,

So that they may wake up and lead

Happy, purposeful lives.

A polyglot winning the applause

Of nobles in different courts

With his sweet and skilful manipulation of tongues.
Broad-shouldered was he and tower of strength,

Playing occasionally the parental role,
His name was Nitimaintan.

Prose: Let us see what happened when the King was ruling with the assistance of
Nitimaintan.
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9. What though blessed with pelf,
Property, palatial buildings, lofty towers,
The unstinted adoration of men
As the abode of noble traits,
Rajanarentira had no issue to call his own
Which drove despair into his heart.

He was a flower sans fragrance

A voice without melody.

How can I claim my life is full
When I am bereft of darling child?
How can I relish food
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A barren sky without moon,

A tank without lotuses.

Can any home be called a home
Which lacks an infant

Crawling on its tender fours
Feasting the eye and the mind?
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10.  So deeply pined away the king
That his heart was torn asunder
Like earthern pot
Keeping common salt.
The soft, sensitive and timid
Are always prone to great grief.
Such was the sad predicament
Of King Rajanaréntira
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11.  King Raja Narentira, soft in temperament
Tracing descent from Rati and Manmata
Ruling with the aid of the four strategies
Thought of ways and means
To overcome his only shortcoming,
Lacking an issue to call his own.
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Prose: Then King Raja Naréntira summoned the brahmins, well-versed in the Vetas
and asked them whether his actions of merit in the earlier birth would beget him a
child. The brahmins examined the position of the stars in the King's horoscope and
exclaimed: Revered king, you are destined to father a child thanks to the meritorious
deeds in the previous birth. Penance never goes unrewarded. Pray to Almighty Civa
who 1s sure lo appear before you and bless you with progeny.
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12.

13.

The astrologers bade the king

Distribute to humble folk

Their daily needs, besides gems and jewels.
Rajanarentira, strong and handsome
Scrupulously followed the sage counsel
Indulged in charitable acts

With infinite patience

Sans any show or ostentation.
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13.  To beget an issue
Rajanarentira sought the dense forest.
In a river full of pearls
Rustling with angry waves
He took a ceremonial bath
Bending his corporeal frame;
Smeared his forehead with sacred ash
Supposed to grant one’s innermost wishes.
Turning into an austere soul
Rajanarentiran performed penance
Did other religious rites
Bound to please Lord Civa,
The wearer of the divine axe.
He lost no time
In making an icon of the lord
With his own hands;
Washed the holy rulsi leaves

In the waters of river, spring- and well
Offered worship to the linga
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With utmost devoutness and pity.
Incantations like Ara hara

Civa Civa, Kala Kanta and Cataciva
So on and so forth

Were uttered with great fervour
While his body prostrated on earth.
Let my sins be pardoned, oh lord,
And a worthy child given,

May this humble wish be granted
Was his heart-rending appeal.
Brushing aside every other thought
He stuck firmly to holy feet of Civa
With single-minded devotion.

The Lord was highly pleased

With Rajanarentira’s fervour

So appeared before him

In the company of Tirumal, Piraman
Holy ‘'men, holy bird

Angels of various denominations,
Above all, Uma Tévi,

His very loving spouse!
Divine*instrument funtupi was instantly heard
And flowers in profusion were showered
By the celestial beings!

The Lord now spoke:

Oh King, let thy deep sorrow

At not having child cease!

Between your wives, the eldest and noblest
Shall give birth to a boy

Who shall be as resplendent

As the sun and the moon.

So saying, He vanished.
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14.  On seeing the king exultant
The maid-in-attendance selected choicest dishes
Which Queen Rattinanki herself took to husband

Followed by a wild orgy of carnal pleasure
Rattinanki, the chaste

Unsullied as melted gold
Liberally feasted her loving lord
With her very sweet lips.

The sight of her thighs,

Supple as plantain trunk
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Abundant locks resembling clouds
And beautiful boquet-like breasts .
Verily intoxicated the king .
Throwing him out of gear.
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15.  Thanks to the blessings of Lord Civa
There was a fruitful transfer of seed.
Like the egg-fruit plant brmglng forth shoots
On a solid rock,
The kmg s senior wife Rattinanki
Showed signs of pregnancy, .
The soft-spoken one that she was
Her body and mind
Registered joy and glee.
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16. That the Queen had at last conceived
Made the excited King exclaim:
My cherished dream has been realised
All sorrows and pain have melted.
Hail Lord Civa, the red shouldered
Hallowed has become the place of my birth
And fny reputation as well.
A cold shudder ran through his frame
His shoulders throbbed in uncontrollable ecstasy.
No other monarch was ever blessed like me
No more tears or thoughts of despair;
The food that I now eat is the tastiest
The clothes that I wear are ideal ones
I enjoy sleeping on my bed
The ornaments worn are now worthwhile,
The way I rule now cannot be bettered.
Thanks to the noble deeds of my ancestors
I have been divinely blessed.
The charity that T now practice
Is perhaps the highest and holiest
So musing, he continued to perform
More deeds of righteousness.
Below hillocks he dug wells
For the people to bathe and purify.
Keeping in mind the needs of travellers
He built feeding choultries
And mantapas many for the weary to rest.
Good highways were struck
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With water fountains

Adorned by shady groves

And lovely orchards

Rest houses were built in villages

Sweet shops for kids in town,

Always food was kept ready

For the unexpected guests,

The rice pot knowing no rest.

So ran his rriany acts of charity

Winning encomiums from all and sundry.

Prose: When the noble-born was thus lost in bouts of ecstesy, let us study the reaction
of Queen Cittiranki who shed tears of sorrow indulging in soliloquy.

17.
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17. When Cittiranki came to know

Of the Co-wife’s conception,

She felt terribly crest-fallen

Why should I continue to live,

What meaning has life for me?

The Co-wife shall soon become

The proud owner of my possessions;
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Dress, money and even habitation.

She is my bane, my ruin

Since she may soon own everything.
Almighty God, thanks to your pranava energy
An embryo is growing within her,
Fondly I hope you snatch it with the mother.
Pity my predicament,

This palace so solidly built

And all my landed property

Would be soon transferred to her

In her capacity as a mother;

Come what may,

I shall not fail to annihilate

Her darling child, the boon of the Gods
Employing some ruse or the other

I shall not remain inert

For fear of any superior force.

What action is beyond me

In this wide world?

Thus spoke Cittiranki to herself
Consumed by the fire of jealousy.
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Prose: While Cittiranki of who was mentally upset, was lamenting desperately,

Rattinanki gave birth to the gem of a boy at the end of the tenth month.

18.
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18.

The parents of Rattinanki and Rajanarentira
Were happy beyond words

When a bonny boy was born

Handsome and luminous like morning sun.
Fair-complexioned with coral lips

Tiny with a pretty forehead

The child let out a wail

As it was thirsting to suck

Milk out of mother’s rich breasts.

Tender limbs, tiny hands

Elegant fingers and toes

Coupled with its infant cry

Made the parents wildly rapturous.

The Common people

Were also proud of the child

Sweet and soft like mango fruit

Born to Rattinanki, the abode of virtues.

Prose: Rajanaréntira was happy at the birth of a son. In the open assemb]y,r amidst
ministers, fellow kings and brahmins who blessed the child with mantras, how did he
behave? What did he do next?
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19.  The jubilant king gave away precious gems
To learned pundits
Each according to his merit.
Sugar sanctified in formal worship
Was distributed to righteous men,
Uncrowned kings, wise poets
And sagacious elders
Good at interpreting and explaining lore.
Gold too was given
After ceremonial worship with fruits and milk
Against the booming of tuntupi.
The streets were adorned
With decorative festoons
Of coral and pearl.
Substances emitting sweet smell
Were sprinkled on fortress walls,
Suburbs of the city
And streets teeming with tenements
Under the order of the King, the protector of the land.
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20. After offering prayers to Gods
Philanthropic deeds and beautifying the city,
King ordered his men to fetch
The five proverbial craftsmen.

With the assent of the Queen and the public,
The messengers lost no time
In executing the master’s orders.
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21.  The craftsmen were overjoyed
To obey the summons of King Rajanaréntira
Whose stock with the common folk was high.
They displayed all their ingenuity
In carrying out the order of the king
Carved a cradle in pure gold
Studded with nine gems of unquestioned merit
And formally presented it to him.
The king gifted artisans with silken robes
Along with laced upper cloth
"Besides jewels and costly apparel.
He commissioned the learned brahmins
To pick an auspicious day
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When he put the child in the cradle
Amidst joy and festivity.
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23:

i

King Rajanarentira, the patron of the righteous
Named his son Carankataran.

The common people in great glee
Greeted the name and repeated it.
With shoulders swelling in pride,
Wafting the sweet smell of perfumes
Rajanarentira stepped into the court
With his Queen of noble descent.
Officials in attendance, minister,

Court poet and Chief of Army

Stood paying obeisance

While professional courtiers hailed him
Lord of eight types of prosperity
Enlightened leader, destroyer of evil
Protector of devout and so on

King majestically sat on the throne.
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23.  ‘Pleased with our austerities and penance
Lord Civa blessed us with you,
The first male issue in the family
Verily, a darling to be proud of!’
So saying queen Rattinanki caressed the child,
Fed it with milk, hugged it to her face
And brightened its forehead with holy dot.
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24.  You are like ambrosia pure
The leader of my clan!
Most handsome one
My darling son!
Born after severe austerities
Carankatara, my honey
Dear, dear one!
As strong as the mountain,
You are the light that seldom fades
The embodiment of sweetness.
Carankatara, a saviour of me
From the abyss of barrenness,
You are verily the apple of my eye
My pride, my. pride!
Little hillock, hard as stone
May you prosper, young prince!
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2S. Rattinanki who sang the lullaby
Was in a state of supreme bliss
Not so co-wife Cittiranki
Who was green with Jealousy,
Who fumed and fretted
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26.

Till entering slumber’s sweet repose.

‘The Gods are partisan,

What can I do?’

Lamented Cittiranki,

In venom-soaked words

Of despair and hopelessness.

What a pity,

The child is born safe

She has also escaped the ordeal of child birth
And will not shed her mortal coil

Any time in the near future

Chuckled Cittiranki in the grip of jealously,
Great grief crushing her.

Also, cruel and callous was Cittiranki

And given to vile sinning.

The foul words that she used

To denigrate the little one

Were too crude to be detailed.
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26. The King summoned a preceptor
With command over thought, word and speech
And proficient in literature;
Liberally gave him gold and gifts
Silken robes and creature comforts
Made him responsible
For making Carankataran knowledgeable,
Child born out of penance and austerities.
The magnanimous monarch, noted for fairplay
Offered his progeny such wide scope to study
That it became the talk of the world.
The son too mastered the subjects
With unusual zeal and aexterity.

Prose: Let us see how Carankataran grew from strength to strength.
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27.  Sweet child Carankataran
Crawled with grace at the age of one,
Toddled gently towards the mother,
Indulged in lissome baby-talk
Thus grew he from strength to strength
And attained the age of sixteen.
So ravishingly handsome was he,
Like Cupid whom Rati adored.
He rode on horseback at breakneck speed
Along the streets of the city
With his boon companion Cumantan,
The son of the minister.
Tender-footed women
With long and lovely locks
Watched him with wonder
Manipulating the horse.

Prose: How did young

girls react on seeing Carankataran and Cumantan riding
merrily?

28.
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28. A born leader of the hilly country
He is like rich honey comb
Dripping delicious honey.
Ravishingly handsome
Like lord of love,

This strong resourceful youth
Has the look of the Gods.
The sight of him in the street
A replica of Lord Cupid
Sends thrill through onlooker’s frame
Who could not resist

The magic in his eye

Which casts a spell on all.
Will not this stalwart

Come forward to hug me tight
Pined away many a heart.

Prose: Let us examine more deeply this infatuation.
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29.  Shall we voluntarily seek his company
Enter into scintillating talk?
Shall we follow this mighty leader
Whose words are sweet pearls
And looks divine?
Will he reciprocate the deep passion
That we bear him? )
Shall we enjoy his proximity
Or with coquettish looks
Stimulate lust in him?
Is it worth while
Sharing with him
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Some piece of news
That will suit his temperament?

30. (pCrBSyeolstr Giomsstb ) FLbenLI

GTGHT MYLOL QUITT &EGEOLOUIG) GTTITGT LDk

DG MYSFIT RIS BTG (T COTLOGHGIT UG L (G5 SHITGHT.

ygevsioenerulled L& HSIFT Ly risss gorair Qevl S

ST EQT B STIrEeT GupseT MBS e

Frsa s ulaerrm 2 agOsie s NIt STEIS

2oflrsamwwe HsSTTEs) bseow Gurms.
srrmssger 55 sTsW Qsman.. Quamser LD @iy HyaugatsGar
srisens@er CUES Qarau( WWESSSTEH B eTeTD o2& BH&, FTIRIS ST
GHowgeow ofll_y pus) T QFeTn WE)DHSE\BESTE.

2 cisrentoBuiBLig LD oyflé & i G)T 68T &@yLb, SITITTETLOTGIT LOGST LILIT GIT GOLOULIGHL L
srar@prerraan allerm&w GumerGapEer, Cussaeramuiled FaeinserTs
NarEBE STHSTUSMS oL TEGL PsGrrisuiear Sg bleab wwGSD
Qs meserL_Teir.

et - o&efit, &UPSET - BETAPSET, ST ETLOGT ULIT GH GOLOLGHL_ILIGIGHT. £ e
QeiuBe - Guesaerawule. sTuE - sThaGwesr; Q&Tem _aier. afiflss - Guomsib.
GOLDUIG) -  LOUIGELD.
sang iQered - 1. engrissy BB Snss 2. allysowe
UFSTTID - YOF lwmﬁgg Q&THpeurt BL_Seng 2@;&(@&;&3 LomB S g/wgym
L& gLD 3@//1‘7@611 AsgrrmGeowuls Ua&s GeTamymbs L genobwser
Qe meaGassr. ' (15)

Foaug &Qames - 1. aerhg Qardgart 2 wpSsad 3. ywmeve.

30. So soliloquised the lusty lasses
Bosoms filled with emotion,
While their hero Carankataran
Dismounted from the horse
Made way to his palace
-At heart, a merry man ever!
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Meanwhile, Rajanarentira,

In rectitude Hariccantira

With large and liberal views

The abode of righteousness

Fell a sad victim

To the seductive spells of Cittiranki
Whose powers of speech

Equalled the Goddess of learning!

Prose: At the height of his mad passion for Cittiranki, forgetting his kingly duties,
how Rajanarentira conducted “himself shall be my next exposition.
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31.  Parrot, helping realize my wishes
Cuckoo relieving me of Cupid’s magic spell
Pure, unalloyed gold, nectar flowing in flowers.
You are verily a precious stone
A glittering diamond, a green emerald
The tender leaf of the pomegranate plant
A palliative for passion’s pains
Are you the glorious full moon
Or a lotus in bloom?
Are your curved eye brows
The bows of Intra, the God of Gods?
Are your eyes
Fish in disguise?
Shall I compare thee to the Champak flower
Lips to coral and sweet candy,
Bright denture to pearls?
Perhaps it is the brightness of your neck
That reflects in the teeth.
Your shoulders are verily sugarcanes
Breasts tender coconuts,
Perhaps they are bars of gold
Or jewels studded with nine gems,
Methinks they are the buds of lotus
Or the peaks of the Cakravala mount.
They are the crowns of Cupid
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The tusks of elephants,

Rounded vessels carved in gold.
Your belly is as narrow

As leaf of banyan tree

And waist bears resemblance

To tender creepers.

Your private parts

Are smooth like garlands,

Each thigh is a plantain trunk.

No other damsel is so sweet

You are more ravishing than peacock.
Your gait will put to shame

The proverbial swan.

I cannot stand separation from thee
The same should be your plight as well
There is no room for any one else

In my royal heart

So prattled the love-sick King.
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32. Why do you stand on earth,
Are you downright indiscreet?
Will not your flower-like feet
Suffer extreme pain and misery?
If you choose to sit on the bed
Your tender skin would blister
Better sit on my lap
Prattled the love-sick King;
And sans any embarrassment
Sprinkled rose water on her limbs
Enjoying immensely the sport of love
Come here darling, he beckoned her,
Pulled her closely, hugged her tight
Left pleasurable imprints on her body,
Patted her back

His amorous acts were exciting indeed!.

Prose: Let us see what the king did when his passion became more intense.
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33. The King combed Cittiranki’s locks
Tied them into a beautiful knot
Bedecked it with fragrant flowers
Massaged elegantly her hand and feet,
Threw bouquets on her with impish glee,
Wondered why she did not skirm,
Asked quite vociferously whether
His mind would choose to dwell on Rattinanki
In the-presence of fairy Cittiranki.’

Prose: How did Cittiranki, the lovely-locked, react to the passionate prattle of the
King?
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Your Highness, does it become a husband

To shower excessive praise on chaste woman
Of noble lineage?

After all, you are not an alien,
But my loving husband.
Flattering beyond limits

Smacks of 'tomfoolery and scorn
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Such sweet words of praise

Would suit only slaves and strumpets.
Out of great love and adoration

You keep inseparable company with me.
When your attachment is so deep
Are’nt honeyed words superfluous?

Prose: To these words, how did Narentira react?
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35. Formal words and flattery
Should be reserved for whores
Unfair it would te to extol
A chaste woman united in wedlock
Since she is a dear, dear one
Intense feelings of love are enough.
When Cittiranki, the pretty one
Spoke these words coyly,
The King addressed her
With great tenderness.
Young deer in vernal bloom!
Are you not aware that
Valli of ancient lore
Born of noble stock
Gifted with dark blue eyes
Was courted by Lord Muruka
Stooping at her feet?

Prose: Thus showering formal words of flattery on Cittiranki, the king had an unending

carnival of pleasure, unaware of day and night. Then a thought struck King
Rajanarentira. Let us see how he conducted himself in court,
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36. While Rajanaréntira sat in the pleasure hall,
Fanned by damsels standing on either side
The ministers and officials made entry
Bowed to the king and took their seats,
The ruler of the Eight directions;
Also offered eulogies and obeisance.
Just and righteous King! A call for silence,
Cupid holding the bow of five flowers, silence,
In this strain, the brahmins given to adulation
Sang elaborately King’s praise.

Prose: While the King was thus preoccupied, how did the female musicians render
the madrigals?
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37.  Head of Makentirapuri resembling Lord Cupid
Naréntira, the ever triumphant, we have fallen for you.

Why are you mute? our passions are violent,
msatlable

When the wind blows, intensity deepens
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World-renowned one, patron of poets

Hero revelling in the company of damsels,
Disease called lust is indeed cruel,

On one side the cuckoos are piping sweetness sad
Though we have placed our hearts -at thine altar
You are tormenting us by your coldness

Oh Rama, adept in the art of archery

Thou are as strong as Bhima of legendary fame
Your righteousness equals only that of Piraman
Happy liver, Intra to the populace,
Rajamakentira, Rajanarentira! our beloved leader.
We smear they body with sandal paste

We love to talk with you at close quarters
Enter into wedlock with us and hug us tight!

Prose: Thus while Rajanarentira sat ceremoniously in the hall andcfst’song, dance and
eulogy, let us see how the hunters from the forest sought his presence.
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38.  While the king was lost in revelry
Of dance, song and merry-making
Some hunters sought his presence
In the hall where the assembly met.
They had brought the spoils of hunting,
Dear, sambar, tiger, cat, parrot and pig
Along with fragrant substances like civet -
Placed them before the king with great delight.

Prose: What did the hunters from the forest say afler placmg the glfts before the
King?

39. ( Gou®Bourr DmUpLiL] ) FLbenu

BTESET aer S8 Ca e Gaumemsips TRy GiLb

urrm@t_G’afr STGTLITT &% ,fma;man;r Geu@uu)

ﬁ@turr@m) @ty BlpGer errisaflL_

u&WilGe Caul e Qaauflfi Lriéseur G?au@w_b

Hevwouflay %@Da}gw Garabumiés Gar’ BTeDers;

asrra)Gu) Coarli s@sur Geagmib.
Glumreiresrm giub Feu & Glemsigerm eib QFuinuiin_ L pyawus Més weraraGer!
prmser  arep  sTlen.d  GEips UGEEGS STRESET  eqpmsmmer
CauamrR&Bmrib.  prmser ST g6 el W STer imiiscner
Caul_er_wrPauamst: Limigs Geea®n. Bewouied YOLD yLpevsLs UM GG
w8y Cuear@w. Qeupmmns smew sraaéGs UDUUL®  ei@HLT Ly
Caucor &G mid.



148

Gm!ilm& -

A Tale of Betrayal

yell. UmTig - Y& o B8 - Qumdr, sewenf. Bmuer -

weiwreweir. U - ampliiib Garad - yPG s - aloFers.

sang#Qersd - 1. BSwrew 2. armever.

userd - QHsLaurss QFmdrer CaLfemes 2Bson esfsiser Qar®sa
Uy Gu Tl Gaiew . sarpraw auGHGomd erarp Qamaed Ga_eng
e oI B grer gg QedigTQerear prev.

39.

40.

Oh King, wearing a crown
Made of gold and nine gems!

We beseech you to visit the forest
Which is our habitation

Also to witness our skill in hunting
Wild animals like the tiger.

We wish you to see the peacock

In sprightly dance.

May we appeal to you

To start on the errand morrow itself?
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40. The King generously gifted the hunters
Who invited him to the forest habitation
He took leave of them
With a promise to visit them next morn
When the wise king retired to Cittiranki’s house,
The sun had decided to set
As he did not choose to meet any one else
He moved towards the West
And sank in the ocean blue.

Prose: After sunset, Rajanaréntiran spent the night in the company of Cittiranki. Let
us see how..
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41.  Like the mind of nit-wits
Ignorant of the three Tamil modes of expression
The Earth was enveloped in darkness.
Like the maiden called the sky
Covering her visage with thick locks
The beautiful young earth and sky
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Became totally devoid of light.

Like men moving towards

The uneven recesses of street nooks-. -
Darkness spread its wings

In remote and obscure comers. . .
Perhaps darkness was shaking rudely
The massive shoulders of mother earth
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42.

A Tale.of Betrayal

With the disappearance of Sun
Pitch darkness held sway.

But the moon chased with fury
The enveloping gloom.
Jasmine unfolded its petals
Brightening the universe.
Dame lotus coyly

Closed her sweet mouth.
Water lily and Jasmine

Spread intoxicating fragrance,
Cuckoos expressed their joy

In melodious songs.

These aggravated the agony

Of passionate lovers,

Both men and women

Prose: Let us see the impact of lust on a cross-section of the city:
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43. When loving husbands
United with their spouses
The jewels worn by the wives
On their chests
And anklets on their feet
Let out a jingling sound.
Pleasure seekers smeared the shoulders of whores
With sweet-smelling sandal paste
A few wandered about the shady streets
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Singing songs in -Cintu style.
Strumpets good at histfionics
Roamed about the streets
Dressed fabulously like men.
Indigent Romeos sought outlet
For their surging passion

By slouching on the threshold-
Of dens of vice.

A few passionate men

Knocked at the doors of whores

Collected the betel leaves chewed by them
Ate them with exhilarating glee.
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44.  Some wedded men
Would seek other women
Praising their beauty and grace.
‘Ever since I set my eyes
On your lovely face,
I am deeply disturbed’.
With such flattering epithets
They would surrender at their feet
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Imploring meekly acceptance.

Some would cleverly cover their face
When seeking the woman of their heart,
They would shamelessly wait

At the threshold of her house.

Some women would seek

Their paréhlours when their husband’s
Are in slumber’s sweet embrace.

A few perverse men

Would wade through crowds

To stealthily touch

The flesh of stray women

And enjoy the thrill thereof.

Some would visit the haunts

Of matchless beauties

Send resourceful messengers

To fetch them.

Others would play on the Vina

And other musical instruments
Occasionally dance to the tune of songs
And thereby enjoy mirth and pleasure
Some men would derive sensuous pleasure.
By teaching music to others.

A few would deliver discourses

On the immortal classics

Ramayana and Mahabharata.

Such varied and multiple activities
Helped the citizens of Rajamakéntirapuram
To lead sane and healthy lives.

Behold Rajanarentira,

The bold warrior

Getting up at the stroke of dawn
Offering worship to the Almighty

And summoning Cittiranki
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His wedded wife to his presence

We are on our way to the forest

To hunt wild animals like tiger and bear
Beware, you remain in the palace
Kindly avoid stirring out.

Prose: Thus Rajanaréntira took leave of his wife, entered the court and then started
for hunting. Details follow.
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45. The King sent summons
To his son Carankataran
And minister’s offspring Cumantan,
Ordered them formally
Look after the stately affairs
Invitation was then extended
To those interested in hunting.
The Kalinkas, Ariyar, Kamar,
Tulukkar, Katakar, Kutakar
Kurumbar, Telinkar, Chinese,
Marathas, Kannadikas, Kucciliyar
Vétar, Kattirayar, Muttiriyar,
Mucalar, Urakar and host of others
From various countries crowded round the king.
While Rajanaréntira wearing garland of pearls
Rode on a palanquin,
" Others walked on the side



160

A Tale of Betfayal

Armed with nets and traps
To catch wild pig, deer, rabbit and tiger

Hunters entered the forest

Prose: Thus Réjanaréntiré, followed by the four fighting units, left town and entered
the forest for hunting. Let us see how.
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46.  Brave King and his retinue
Began hunting operations in forest.
Some men fled in mortal fear
Chased furiously by tigers and elephants,;
Some got unnerved
At the sight of the wild boar,
Unearthing the bowels of the earth
There were brave souls
Who slit into two the two-headed giant bird.
" Prattlers were there who boasted
That come what may, they would not
Flee in fear of the ferocious big cat
A few repented their thoughtless act
Of coming to the dangerous forest,
Leaving behind their kith and kin
Some whispered that it was a clever ruse
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Of the king to murder them.
Tired of the chase, many animals
Retired to secret places of rest.
The King felt elated when
Animals ceased to move;

Took rest with his retinue in a ravine.

Prose: While Rajanarennra stood near a hillock with his retinue, what happened in
the city?
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'47.  When the King of kings
Deified by the common men
A sun to fellow rulers
Was away hunting,
His son Carankataran
Was very much in the city
Donning the role of the ruler.
Able and handsome,
Carankataran was a model man
Charitable, true to his word
Performing worship of Gods
With exceptional punctiliousness.
Fabulously rich like Kupera
He always set much ‘store by honour.
Minister’s son Cumantan
Was his inseparable friend.
Both had two domestic pets
Pair of doves, male and female.
It so happened one day
TFhey let the birds fly freely in the air
Male bird got confused
Thariks to streak of lightning
Missed its direction
Leaving the female alone.
Male bird after struggle
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Landed in Cittiranki’s palace

Flew very near her cot.

Cittiranki lost no time

In feeding it with milk and fruit
She felt highly elated

That prince Carankataran

Would come in search of pet.
Cittiranki then pacing up and down
With uncontrollable passion for husband
Occasionally rolling on her bed
She now began to reveal

Her innermost secrets to bird.

Prose: What did Cittiranki prattle to the bird that had taken refuge in her?
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48.  When will the King come

Who has gone to hunt

And watch his men kill?

Knowing that my mind is restless

Cupid is taking advantage

Exerting sway on me.

The gentle wind that blows

Adds to my agony.

Won't he come now

To destroy my loneliness?

My body is so blazing

That sandal paste and rose ‘water

Perfumes in plenty

Cannot contain the heat.

If his coming is delayed-

Life will not even linger

Dear bird, you cannot comprehend

The implications of my words

When will my darling lord

Crush me tight?

You may wonder
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At my hurry and excitement

I promise you milk and fruits

Won’t you reveal to the king my plight
Fetch him forthwith?

Prose: When Ciitirankis was revealing the intensity of her passion to the bird,
Carankataran’s other dove also sought refuge in her palace and he went thither.
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49.  When Carankataran knew
That his dove had sought refuge
In his step mother’s palace
He decided to proceed thither
Cumantan reading his thoughts
Forbade him from visiting stepmother
When the father was away.
He strongly felt that such an act
May give room for scandal and calumny
You are not her son
But the progeny of the co-wife
Obviously the relationship
Is rooted in hostility;
Oh, noble son of Rattinanki!.
Pray avoid going there:
Who knows,
The woman may fall
Violently for you
Your unsullied name
Would suffer setback
Let the king return from hunting

I shall myself recover the bird.
Cumantan’s speech

Was surcharged with emotion
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Fervently he made a plea
To give up the plan.

Prose: What was the reaction of the prince to the sage counsel of the minister’s son?
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50. Are you'in your senses
To forbid son from visiting mother?
Though Rattinanki bore me in womb
Is not Cittiranki also my mother?
If only any one else had uttered this
I would have killed him on the spot

Since you happen to be minister’s son
And my boon companion

I am inclined to forgive the lapse,
At any rate, off you go from my presence!

Prose: When Carankataran burst out, what did Cumantan say?
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51.  Why do you hurt my feelings
Afterall, I told you what would happen;
It was not idle talk
But the dropping of a hint with subtlety
I did it in my capacity as minister
And you have to give weight to my counsel
Said sad Cumantan.
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52.  Paying little heed to Cumantan’s advice
Carankataran moved towards the palace
‘I prophesied the doom that awaits him

In the light of my judgement and discretion,
If he flouts my counsel

Let him reap the consequences’

Muttered Cumantan and kept mum.
Carankataran stepped into Cittiranki’s palace,
The embodiment of sweetness and light
Noted for rectitude and sterling merits,

The lord of all worldly possessions.

It looked as though the sun and moon

Had walked in unison.

On seeing him enter the palace

Happy Cittiranki came to greet him.

Prose: What did Carankataran tell Cittiranki who warmly greeted him?
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53. I bow to thee most revered mother!
Is it proper for mother to formally receive her son?
Methinks it would be more graceful
The other way round.
Mother, would you kindly restore my bird
And permit me to take leave?

Prose: Without paying heed to his words, how did Cittiranki speak lustily?
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54.

35

Cittiranki offered Carankataran

Ear rings and diamond chain in gold plate
Ormaments for the arm, dress, laced turban
Along with rose water, sandal paste and flowers
Which instantly took him aback

Casting a coquettish side glance

She gave in another plate betel to chew

And many other sweet smelling items.

While trying to read step mother’s motives
Carankan wondered why she should gift him
Jewels, dress and turban,

Afterall parents seek only children’s proximity.
Mother, let me make my intentions clear,

I have come to your place

To recover my lost dove;

Would you be good enough to return it?
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5S.  Spoke the coquettish Cittiranki,
The moment I cast my eyes on you
I desperately fell for you
Unbearable are the shafts
Which Cupid is releasing incessantly,
Unless my passion is cooled,
Who knows, I may die miserably.
Love is blind,
The flame of lust
Is threatening to consume me,
Please hug me tight
And give me pleasure.

Prose: When love-

lorn Cittiranki prattled thus, what did Carankataran say in pain and
disgust?
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'§6.  On hearing the words of Cittiranki
Carankataran said Arahara in expiation,
Shut his eyes and exclaimed,

An act of sin has taken place
Cumantan’s words have come true,
This will cast slur on reputation

He then chose to address step mother,
Revered mother, does it become of you?
Should you utter such salacious words
And me, your dear son listen to it?
Even if this act of yours is orally told, -
Great sin will be at my door,

Obviously his speech smacked of pain.

Prose: What more did Carankataran, the grief-stricken, tell his step ‘mother?
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57.  Spoke he in sheer despair,
Mother, are you in your right senses?
How utter those sin-laden words
When it is so well-known that
The love I bear you is more than
What 1 bear my real mother,
Are you possessed?
Your speech which may cost my life
Is bizarre indeed!
Will not this outrageous act
Generate great sin?

Prose: What perverse advice did the woman dole out to the prince in the grip of
despair? -
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58. My sons, whom I have borne,
And no doubt my brothers,
So are my parents
United by the same biood
But how are you related to me?
The Kinship that you claim
Is like the writing on water
If only I had carried you in womb
For ten full months
Sin would definitely visit me,
I may even be thrown into hell
Don’t you know even this much
Who dare to sermonize?
Come to my rescue, young prince
Cooling another’s lust is no sin
Men are always prone to love
Women whom they run into;
When a woman herself invites
It is unwise to shun it.

Come my boy, speak sweet words
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Imprint hot kisses on my lips
- So that the raging passion shall subside
If you don’t crush me tight
And give me pleasure
Alas, I shall cease to be merry
And even life ' may become extinct
Who knows, time may not again be opportune,
I shall not therefore allow you to go.

Prose: When she uttered these sinful words, how did the young man of character
react?
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59.  Revered mother,
Does it become of you
To address your son
Mean and sinful words?
The very heavens would shudder
And there won’t be any rain,
A mother falling for son
Is blasphemous and unheard of;
Will it not give room for slander
Among the common folk?
Am I to blame Kali Yuka
For your infamous act?
Cruel indeed to behave like this
Forgetting Piraman, Tirumal and the saints;
By this ignobie act you justify for all time
That ignorance is the Jewel of women.
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Revered mother, I beseech you
Not to repeat words of sin.

185

Prose: Listening to the wise words of the son, how did the lust-ridden woman._react?
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60.  You are verily Lord Intra
Renowned all over the land
Highly talented are you

Bearing the name Carankataran
All these days 1 was unaware

Of your praise-worthy traits

My words were uttered

In the heat of extreme passion

It is up to you now

To suggest remedy for my ailment
Did not my face and figure
Kindle in you any lust?

Your handsome face

Is verily killing me

It is a pity that you are rfusing
To talk sweetly, provide pleasure;
Blaming womanly shyness
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I cannot any more remain inert
Woe unto me

If you do not help destroy

The flower-shafts of Cupid.
Surging passion

Is torturing me

Let me tell you two things:
Infatuated am I by your exterior
No longer can I treat you as son.
Pray, do make love like Manmata
Prattled Cittiranki

In the red heat of passion

Prose: Listening to the sinful talk of Cittiranki, what did the trembling son, the abode
of virtues, say?
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61. Revered mother, making love to me is sin,
The very thought is repugnant
Expressing it in words is venial

I wonder how you indulged in improper speech
With your beloved son

Show mercy on your boy,

Allow not your mind to run riot,
Pardon me, please restore to me
My pet bird, pleaded Carankataran.

Prose: When Carankataran spoke so, what did Cittiranki say?
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62. You claim that you are my son,
Did I bear you in my womb?
For the one who bore you,
You are son indeed and respect is due
But it is absurd and fantastic
To call me your mother.
Ponder for a while
And give my pleasure;
Don’t you see, I am volunteering?
Would any one demand wages
For tasting sugarcane?
None can remain inactive
At the sight of my figure,
Why should you alone hesitate
This is highly improper.

Prose: What more did shy say?
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63.  The Gods you worship
Have brought you close to your desired object
And blessed you benignly
Is it prudent to spurn it?
If you do not yield
To the thoughts induced by cupid
And bestow me pleasure,
I shall not leave you
Imagine, how divinity has
Given us a golden chance!
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Instead of sensibly utilising it

You indulge in moral sermons
Which run at cross purposes

With my fervent plea;

Without wasting words, share my bed
Let us embrace and enjoy.

191

Prose: What did the pensive Carankataran say after listening to the love prattle of
Cittiranki? i :
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64.  Revered mother, why do you discriminate
Between you and the mother who bore me?
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Your talk is highly improper;

Even Aticéca would find such immoral acts
Too heavy to bear on his shoulders;
Indeed even for him

Who lightly bears the load of the earth.
The dogmatic stand of yours

Shall land us in irredeemable sin;

Even a holy trip to Benares

Would not absolve us of it.
Discriminating between mothers

Is a mighty offence against God,

And sin shall lie on you like dead-weight.
Mother, you are the personification of Cakti
And sinful words do not become of you
The act that you envisage

Shall put to shame birds and beasts
Besides casting a slur on the lineage;

I shall never be a party to this

Evil thoughts that you harbour

Spell such great disaster

That thunder itself may strike you!

Prose: When Carankatran spoke so, how did Cittiranki react? What did she say?
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65. You are so obsessed. with mother

That you lack the will to act:
This is ignorance

Born out of bad upbringing

If only you visit a new place,
Your outlook will widen .
Destroying the blinkers you. wear.
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You shall then emancipate yourself
From bad formative influences

See things from a new angle

And leamn to love them

This will not spell sin

Or total disaster;

Sermonizing on fairplay and justice
Suppressing one’s real feelings

Is the height of hypocrisy and sin
If only you venture to satisfy me
All sin will melt in the air.

Don’t you satisfy your hunger
With choice and varied food?

Or hide your shame with clothes?
Do you not seek repose in sleep
When the instinct is on you?

Are you not a man

With manly desires?

So spoke the stepmother with emotion
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66.  She again made a desperate plea,
Look, the shafts of Cupid
Have left deep wounds in my breast,
You alone possess the panacea
To cure those sores;
The Serpent of the senses
Is hissing in all fury,
Please pacify it
With incantations of love.

Prose: On hearing these words of his mother, who now evoked disgust, what did
Carankataran say?
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67.  All sermons-are bound to fall flat
On this woman
Realizing that her thoughts are ill
She shall not venture to give up;
So consumed by passion is she
That one cannot hope for change.
Fearless, shameless
Without remorse is she,
Only one thought remains on the brim

That her passionate desire has been thwarted;
Hence she tirelessly

Repeats the same rigmarole.

This woman as notorious as Nili of old
Is the incarnation of the devil;

Would any normal woman

Dare to address me in this tone?
Diabolic by temperament,

She totally lacks refinement,

Is devoid of virtue and fear

She obstinately clings to her ways and words

And justifies their rightness with impudence;
Cutting me short,

She destroys virtues and verities.
Carankataran again addressed her,
Revered stepmother, 1 equate you
In every respect with my own mother

Nothing can force me to budge an inch
From this hard truth

Never have I discriminated
Between you and the mother
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Who really bore me

Your arguments are grossly perverse
When you drive a wedge

Generating differences.

Many may accuse me

As a downright hypocrite

And one lacking in culture

But you have nastily degenerated into
An actress and a bad one at that!

So overcome with repugnance was he
That he continued with his speech.
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68.

A Tale of Betrayal

It is popularly held

That when a woman

Endowed with ideas subtle
Widely read in books

Decides upon action

Her ignorance would hold sway.
My attempts to drive home

The perverseness of her passion
Has fallen on deaf ears.

No one can hope or succeed

In mending her evil ways;

All attempts in that direction
Like pointing to sermon on stone.

Prose: What more did the wise young man say?
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69.  Your evi] thoughts would make me
Laughing stock in the public eye;
To look at you
Is to sin and dwell in sin eternally;
Your dogmatic stand
Is perhaps ruse to exterminate me
What other motive can I attribute
To your repetitive perverse talk
Than a clever attempt
To get me beheaded?

The landing of my bird

In your palace precincts

Has sunk me in wild abyss

The worst inferno below seven hills.
So saying Carankataran

Soaked in deep sorrow
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Started to leave the palace.
Reading his thoughts in a jiffy
Cittiranki ran after him,

Pulled the mantle on his shoulder,
But he brushed aside her intrusions
And rushed out of the palace

Prose: When Cararfkataran left the palace leaving behind the mantle, what did Cittiranki
do?
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70.  On seeing Carankataran making his exit
Cittiranki, the furious fretted and fumed
Her blood-red eyes bespoke anger
And she bit her forearm in sheer disgust;
So you are proposing to leave
Ignoring my plea,

Wait, Wait, I shall cleverly contrive

Great blame to fall on you.

Knowing my burning passion

You refused to subdue it

Beware, such nefarious schemes shall I draw
That deep sorrow shall visit you

Mused the desperate Cittiranki.

Prose: What more did she say?
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71.  So you are leaving without pleasing me
Whose eyes are tinted with collyrium
Listen Carankatara, I swear in earnest

I shall report to the King, your father
When he returns from hunting

That you forcibly molested me

Tried to outrage me

And see that your limbs are mutilated
Carankataran was visibly upset,
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This woman is sure to kick row:

And poison the mind of King,

Alas, I have become the victim of calumny and sin,
Brooding thus, he retired to his palace.

Prose: While Carankataran was éursing his fate, what did the wicked Cittiranki do?
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72.

Unscrupulous Cittiranki
Resolved to avenge Carankataran
Who failed to cool her lust.
Unloosening her many jewels
She broke them into pieces
Throwing the debris on the floor
Hitting her hand on hard stone
Wilfully broke her bangles,
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Bared her body of all ornaments
Her intentions were diabolic.
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73.  As if wrought in an orgy of love,
Cittiranki scratched her shoulders, breast
Face, neck and the front and rear of body
With her own nails quite wildly;

She tore her blouse,

Made the cari shrivelled

Spreading her locks most uncouthly
She wept false tears

Restlessly sauntered here and there,
‘Now falling, now rising

Now rolling and occasionally sitting
More dreadful then the Lord of Death.
Cittiranki was bent upon

Inducing her husband, the King

On his return from hunting

To chop off the limbs of Carankataran,
The quintessence of noble traits.

Prose: When the woman was behaving like this, King Narentira arrived
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74.  King Rajanarentira returned with retinue

To Raj amakéntirapuram

At the portals of the city, he felt a compelling urge
To meet his junior queen Cittiranki.

Ordering his men to disperse

He made way to her palace

‘Where surprise and sorrow shook him

At Cittiranki’s pitiable plight.

Prose: Let us examine the King’s words:



&FIT TEIS ST 6T WL FSHTETLD 209

75. (LosoreaTeuedr  alevrT) TESESTMD

ereirawrig. GFTeD gg/mrra; @a;ms’onq_ gju_n;ru; »

Quirera_ad sengulesfad l_/gsvm/u) aﬂ@@u_m’
S peers Osigeai? gy meaT . lmmgmﬁ5
saranguyd GLenguib D anguLg @um@m’v

Qs meeug eurLoeesT G p@anm GLweurt

uavenay 61 il GGt LT &evorLs @LIIT@'@GU
Zeurr e wpamavGoey oauralls B g A
Corg o ard@ansd Smilwb Serairen?

‘Qsswear gurwn ‘@ ssmar sjeuBud

TS Femasr HTMwid QlererQBer myenguimis!

AsPuraBuler JEGSTSMES GETL_ LWGTaTEH oeTHSE CTeTar Bl b5
Quimeir Gumerm 26t 2L 6 soguld S _&58 sSEQUUSST? W eTeTeT
QeligTiger? wri oerenerd S igermigar? euraepenw Quuwrt eTeirer?
Sauiser  ahs  oari?  Qeme. @@ Gpmigulled  gadsedr .  of e &
QararaarIPEC mer; Yyaiiser Lewwg sty aflpFQFuGG mmer. weiGLimerm
peir sewelledi(Bhg egud SeTenl 26T (TTEL gmsura’;@p@g’ @) ng

Sptbiguirs Gri s g erdrer? (@lalaiate) SIeTLLD T DL BL_[55 smfwh
eratrar? QFT) TG DTET.

Qurersg e - QumrerGuiTeirp o1 _tby. ._gri' - wmi. e Sairt - B g ueurt.
@op - Qsrermer. ermy. - @ eraruser were. @i - SLlig. sewrs Quirapg
- prarg AL GEuib. ewmr - WLTTYS &55. werallfl - wevri Guirerm s, Gsmi se
- allpsa. Hauf - aBSSD.
saug FQeed™ 1. ewaiigai 2. armpesfl 3. aererm 4. uilggemer. -

ousarn - @eirerg Qemrararaer Ulsrgu@ioer & meeasTeir (52)

75.  On seeing the unkempt Cittiranki
The King queried, what happened?
Is it so destined that your golden frame
Should lie shrunk on the floor?
Who is to blame for your misery?
Who reprimanded you?
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Name him and his. nativity

I shall forthwith destroy his house

Smash his teeth to smithereens.

Your lovely breast is getting wet

Because of tears dropping from flower-like eyes
What makes you cry your eye out,

Tell me the cause of your inexplicable grief.

Prose: What more did the King say?
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76.  Are you angry with me
Because I went hunting
Denying you of all pleasure
And returned inordinately late?
Have you taken any solemn vow
Not to talk with me?
Why should you give room for grief
When I am by your side?
I promise I shall abide
By your dictates;
Tell me what you want
And it shall be given.

Prose: On hearing the words of her husband, the woman thought that this was the
most opportune time to realize her wish.
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77. 1 am in the grip of planet Saturn

Who has landed me in this predicament
How can T disclose my sorrow’s cause
Indeed, how can I, with my own tongue?
Even if T choose to reveal the truth

Who is going to believe me?

‘This is a black lie

Inspired by the instinct to kill’

Would be your interpretation.
Hard truths

Are difficult to digest

And may smack of wanton mischief,
Your highness, it is not discreet

To tell you what happened,

Rather, I prefer to kill myself.

Prose: When Cittiranki said so-the king replied as follows:
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78. I have never been guilty
Of acting against your wishes;
Still you are indifferent
To my constant and repeated queries -
If you conceal your sorrow '
Within your mind’s shell
And shed tears of loneliness,
How can I probe its nature
Or come to your rescue?
You know me well -
And my reactions,
Yet like a typical woman,
You are ignoring me.
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79.  When to the repeated questions of the King,

Cittiranki chose to reply

She said ‘well’ and let out a laugh
Full of contempt and scorn,

My King, my proud lion,

She began with flattering epithets

And under the guise of telling the truth
Narrated what she had fabricated.
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80. If you go by your son’s despicable acts of lust
Our relationship warrants. modification
And I assume the role of your daughter-in-law!
Yes, you obviously turn into my father-in-law!
Oh revered father-in-law!
Is it discreet to visit your daughter-in-law
In the absence of your sen?
Anytime he may turn up,
So quit without much a-do
Knowing that you were away hunting
My Co-wife’s son Carankataran
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Deliberately flew his bird into my house.
Under the pretext of searching the bird

He came here and I swear

I least suspected his motives .
Asking me the whereabouts of his pet

Began to smile and prattle sweet no nothings.
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81.  Why are you looking so sad and glum?

Perhaps thoughts about the King
Gone hunting disturb you

Why lament his absence so much,
You can talk endearing words to me.
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In the presence of virile handsome youth
Why harbour love for an old crony?
Youth lost can seldom be recovered.

Prose: To make the matter more explicitA and clear to the stupefied king, she spoke
more words.
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82.  What can the King do
If we like each other?
The very sight of you
Thrills and intoxicates me
How I long to hug you
And kiss you on the lips!
Meritorious actions done in the past
Have sent the king hunting
And landed me here
So prattled the ne’er - do - well
The seeker of his own doom,
Came close o me and dared
To clasp my hand
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I fled in fear

Followed frantically by him

Who put his hand on my shoulders.
Look, you are my son,

I am your mother,

Are you possessed?

Shouted I, brushing him aside

But he hugged me tight

And did all forbidden things.

I was so done up

That I lost my sense of discretion
And fell thud on the floor.

She spoke in such a convincing strain
That the Kigg could not disbelieve it.

Prose: She continued her venomous, vengeful speech
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83.  Oh King, ignorant of such happenings!
See, the nail marks and scratches on my body
The vandal act of your son Carankataran!

Look at the ornaments lying cheek by jowl
Scattered when I fainted.

1 would have killed myself
But for a thought uppermost in mind
You might interpret my death
As self immolation for guilty act
That T was ashamed of!
Such a wrong thonght
Would become an obsession;
Hence I decided to hold on
Till you came and heard the truth;
Enough of this infernal marriage,
Would you kindly quit?
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84.  When the king heard
The wicked words of Cittiranki
He was visibly upset;
Wild fury made his lips throb
Benign eyes turn crimson,
The body shake convulsively;
In such an excited state,
He made his exit.
Reaching the ceremonial hall
He summoned emissaries,
Be quick and fetch me
Ministers, kings of other areas,
Brahmins and those well-versed in law.
Let the elderly folk
Adjudicating on good and bad
Be forthwith summoned;
Let those who can distinguish
Between sin and virtue be brought.
I want“in my presence
Wise talkers, men of equal status
And commoners noted for discretion.

When Rajamakentiran, the magnanimous
Who gave without asking
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85.

Like the proverbial rain

Issued such a summoning order

The officials approached a cross-section
With due humility and plea.

The response was quick and amazing
Like an ever-ready rain.

While probir'ig each face

-The king wondered how to present his case;

Unless a risky plunge is taken
And true facts revealed
Sorrow cannot be wiped

Felt he and began to speak.
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85.  When I was away hunting
Something abominable has happened
Has it reached your ears?
If not, please listen.
Carankataran has called on Cittiranki
And done forbidden things,
Since he visited a place not allowed by custom
And did a hellish thing,
It is immaterial whether he lives
Or dies despicably.

A son hugging his mother lustily
Is an outrageous act
Calling for a deterrent punishment,
- How can he be called my son
When he is callously incestuous
Making love to his own father's wife,
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His most revered mother?

Is he not my worst enemy?
Even if his head is cut

And limbs mutilated,

My anger shall not subside

Prose: Hearing the King’s angry outburst minister Nmmamtan who felt that it was
sinful to accuse the prince, spoke.
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86. Revered King,
I wish you don’t frame charges hastily,
Have patience to listen to me.
Do you know the number of plants in the forest
Or the height of the sky?
Can you keep count of stars
Or measure volume of water in the sea?
How many leaves are there in a tree,
How many folicles on one’s head?
Can you tell me the use of music
Or comment adequately on one’s fate?
Pethaps you may employ some method
And answer the queries with exactitude,
But a woman’s mind is too deep

To be plumbed even by Piraman and Tirumal,
The All-knowing Gods

Who shed on us their blessings!

Prose: The Minister offered the King more advice.
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87. . Listen King,
If your son Carankataran commands
The rain will pour;
If he wishes for bright sunshine
It shall instantly materialise,
His integrity is exceptional
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88.
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Yes, none can equal your son

In goodness and nobility;

Very few can boast of such progeny.

No one in the past has cast a slur on him,
No one shall in the future either.

Others may blunder

Or break their promises,

But not Carankataran

Your threat to kill him or stab him

Is unfair and unethical.

Taking your spouse’s word for solemn truth,
You should not hastily accuse him.

Shall T enumerate

The list of men ruined by women?
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88."

King Tacarata of Solar dynasty

Sent his son Rama to forest

On the compulsion of his wife Kaikeyi
And died of grief

Engendered by separation.

On his part Sri Rama

Followed the false deer

As desired by his wife Citaj

‘When Réval}a, the King of Lankai
Prompted by Curpanakai, his sister
Abducted Citai alone in the forest

And virtually imprisoned her.

Rama, credited with felling seven trees
With a single shaft

Massacred the invincible Acura soldiers,
Killed Ravana and saved Citai;

Are you not familiar with this tale?
Pantavas, five in number,

Descendants of Lunar dynasty

To uphold the vow of their spouse Traupati

Killed Turiydtana and his brothers
Hundred in number,

Destroyed eighteen platoons

And five primary units of the army.
Thus on the advice of women,
Many have turned big sinners,
Many have lost their lives as well.

(56)
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Seldom thinking of good things
Selfish women, downright wicked
Should not be trusted fully,

So ended the minister’s sermon.

Prose: The, Minister who spoke gave more advice.
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89.

90.

In the city of Otuvarpuri

Lived a childless brahmin

Whose wife had a mongoose

As dear as any loving son.

It so happened

That later they begot a male issue.
One day leaving the child in the cradle
The woman went to collect spinach

A hissing snake

Climbed the cradle

Where the infant was fast asleep.
Seeing this, the mongoose followed the snake
Bit it deeply and with blood stains
Stood before the brahmin’s wife.
Mistaking the mongoose for a killer
The woman hit it hard on the head

Till it died and entered the house.
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90. She found the child fast asleep
And a snake slit into two
Lying below the cradle.
Sorrow struck the woman :
Who had thoughtlessly killed the mongoose.
When she reported this to her husband
He severely rebuked her
And revealed his plan to visit Benares
On a holy, perhaps expiating pilgrimage.

Prose: On hearing this, what did the brahmin woman say?
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91. My lord and bread winner,
Since you have decided to go
Pray, leave a message for me.
Thoughtless actions of the foolish
Shall result in life-long sorrow
So wrote the brahmin on a chit
And gave it to his wife.
Hand over this to any wise man

And hundred sovereigns shall be yours
Said the brahmin and bade adieu.
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92. -Great grief was the lot of the woman
Since the departure of her loving lord;
Thoughtless was I in killing the mohgoose
And inviting unfathomable grief
So she soliloquised
And sincerely repented her act.

My husband has left this palm leaf
With a cryptic message,

Which wise man shall exchange this
' For hundred sovereigns?

At any rate, this palm-leaf

Is verily an asset

'Thought the lonely woman
Reconciled herself to her lot.

In the city of Kannammapuram lived a merchant
Who summoned his son lovingly
Gave him hundred gold coins
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Advised him to start some trade.

‘As soon as you commence business
Buy whatever is offered first

Without bargaining, but with contentment’.
The moment, the son sat in his shop
Came the brahmin woman of Otuvarpuri

" And gave him the chit of her husband.

What price demanded the trader novice
Who did not want to miss the first bargain
In keeping with the advice of father..
As suggested by her husband dear,
The woman wanted hundred sovereigns.
Giving her the price ungrudgingly

The trader accepted the palm leaf

And proudly took it to his father.

The father spoke with bitter irony,
‘Indeed you are an ace businessman,
You have acted with unusual dexterity!’
So saying, he took the son

To the presence of the mother

‘See how diligent your boy is.

He has exchanged hundred sovereigns
For this paltry palm leaf!

You can very well calculate

The enormous profit he has made’

Said the father consumed with wrath.
On hearing his father’s speech

The son was terribly upset

He suffered from palpitations

The body showed signs of exhaustion,
Gnashing his teeth he drew a dagger
Drove the palm leaf into it

For safe-keeping and left for foreign land.
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93,  When the son left for unknown shores
The parents were terribly grief-stricken
They cursed themselves
And mad.attachment to money
Which after all, is noxious as venom.
‘What else except greed for wealth
Made us drive our son to despair
Would we again see him at all?”’
Lamented the repentant parents.

Let us give up the worship of Mammon
And distribute wealth to lessen suffering,
‘Who knows, our acts of charity

May unite us with son.

When they decided to distribute wealth
To the lowly and lost

A single thought disturbed them,

Even mountain heaps of money

Unless replenished from time to time
Would soon get exhausted.

Recollecting this wise saying of elders
The Merchant decided to start earning
He got into a boat, rowed 'it himself
And went in search of wealth.

Ere he returned from his tfip

His son in exile came back.
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94. At the sight of her long lost son
The overjoyed mother hugged him tight
‘Thanks to the good deeds done in the past
We are happily reunited.

. True, your. father doled out advice

With the best of intentions
That you should make it in life.
Intolerant of his counsel, you left home
Leaving us deeply grief-stricken
Dear one, what joy can we have in life
When you are away from us?
Your unexpected return has given me
A new lease of life;
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And all sorrow is gone!

Your father has taken a boat

To some far-away country

Intent on making money

Is yet to return from trip abroad.’
So conversing guite merrily
Mother and son retired to bed.
Same night, the father returned
Amassing money -in abundance.
Eager to see his loving spouse
He hurriedly entered the housé
Where he beheld the scene

Of wife sharing bed with another.
Mistaking his son for wife’s paramour
Trader drew dagger from socket,
When lo, the palm leaf bored into it
Fell with a distinct thud.
Grasping the palm leaf

Off he went to the lamp

Read the message there

With unusual interest and care.
He lost no time in waking wife
Who, on seeing her husband
Nudged her son to get up.

‘See your father gone to sea

Has come back after mission.

Pay him obeisarnce’

The son fell at his feet.

Alas dear, T was about to kill you
And stab myself with dagger,

The chit bought for hundred sovereigns
Has averted great calamity

And is so worth even a thousand gold mohurs.
The members of the family
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Escaping the taint of guilt
Lived for a thousand years. -
Prose: So saying, the minister Nitimaintan summoned his son to the king’s presence

and asked him to disclose what he knew of the Carankataran episode. Let us examine
what Cumantan said.
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95.  Even if Sun and Moon
Rise and set in opposite directions
At wrong and eccentric hours,
Even if the sea goes dry
I shall not twist facts
But tell truth and nothing but truth.
I swear in the name of the sky
And revered mother earth
That Cararkataran and 1
Played the game of flying doves.
When his bird entered queen Cittiranki’s house,
And he went frantically in search of it,
Against my word, not to go there
The queen desperately fell for him
And forced him to embrace her
Pulling his hands lustily.
Not yielding to passion
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Carankataran quit the place in disgust.
His bold and unexpected action
Provoked the passionate queen

Who distorted the incident

Laying blame on him.

This was what really happened

Said Cumantan and told a tale.

Prose: What more did the minister’s son say?
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96.  Makentirapuram is a famous city
On earth
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Whose king entrusted the government

In the hands of his minister

With great faith.

The minister also ruled conscientiously
Protecting the King’s assets and reputation
As if they were his own.

Then one day
At dead of night

9.  [(oenwisslenr xEy Carseans) [T

! 5a7 Gorgener wirs Gou gjeueH
sl-hg G yeveyd Geuameruiley
<R prws smell wib Nens
DY(Lp&Y ST G T
2@;’5;&5 Geuaparull @FSE &myerr
Queirar CurGlef GearGioet
wEBd 9bs HwHp Cairers
e fGur weseneris Lievell g
gl gyblaws wrul) Fmsm
LIGTTL_ITGTL GUGSRTL_ (fgeus]
Spuy. Qeneievibor Gever
QY P LILITET,

,E,B:IIG‘TﬂD'Q‘ﬂGi) Sjwwsser pay Corsmwasegl yplil i ver, Qsmald m_pas
CevanoGura aswas wrsrtar®u  srelubemns Supam s Bl _war,

c@;@m&é;@'me'&rm srpets derums alu el errer. DIAPLD PEVF QUURLD
@@& Cprabis Qsary sroflowud sefs mar. grGu! gotSea! wrudt emish!
j@rm_, .@{;?WUTL_@&WHQGUGQGUITL'D BopsBoouater! £ swSprd! 8

QYuSOGHe STEavd erarer QETeiebr erermy Qe § L :
G & Qemi mSermer. BT s

. g{@zﬂw T SO GGIUAD, 2L APLPRILLLD. BT - seeal. ol - opbemin;
aru. yodlees - wrgr; Gsed. wml - QedeGuer. ewad - i saien.



FITTRIG ST G WL FSTETLD 249

SYGUILITGUTL_th - yetrL. e b - @aeyeugd GLogyeuGomBi o Gath. yEesTL LD
- erebaurail_ib. yoewll - BlewmpB(HLiLeer.

souy 5FGsred - 1. pofGerBamer 2. wilis.

97.  The Minister went for a personal inspection of the city
While wandering through the streets
He espied Mother Kali weeping copiously.
Eager to know the cause of grief
He walked towards her and addressed her,
Mother, Ambika, Mayi, Carikari
The One who is omnipresent
Why are you crying?
Why are you shedding tears, dear?
The mother opened her lips and spoke.
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98. The King of this country
Performs daily Puja and keeps me happy.
I am anguished at the thought
That great sorrow is in store for him.
Oh holy mother holding the deer in hand,
Tell me, how I can help the king
Overcome the impending calamity.
When the King is in slumber’s repose
A venomous snake shall try to bite him
If only you can destroy the reptile
The King will be free of danger.
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99,  After doing obeisance at the feet of Holy mother,
The minister hurried to the room where king slept.
As prophesied by Mother Kali -
A snake with sharp fangs
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100.

Was crawling on the King’s bed.

In an instant the minister slit it
Into two with his sword.

The King was no doubt saved,
But drops of snake’s blood

Spilled on the queen’s breast

Who was sleeping by husband’s side.
The minister lost no time

In scooping blood drops with his nails.
He also cut one of his fingers

As expiation for touching Queen mother.
Packing the dead snake

And sliced finger

He left it below the cot

Quickly quit the place.

When the Queen woke up

And lingering traces of sleep gone,
She complained to her husband
That the minister fondled her breast
As a suggestive gesture.

The King became wild with rage
Made preparations for a terrible act.
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100. Summoning the emissaries
He gave them the royal ring
And ordered them to execute forthwith
The guilty minister.
Cursing the Kali age
For all his ills
The minister recounted to messenger
Events beginning with inspection of city,
Packing of the snake and finger.
Kindly post the king with this information
Was his fervent last plea.
On hearing the course of events
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King salvaged snake and finger
Lamented in the Lord’s name.
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101.  Alas, T was about to kill the minister good

And fall into the abyss of great sin,
What thoughtless action to execute one

Who has saved me from the jaws of death?
Instead of showing -gratitude
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I was about to snatch his life. -
What monstrous folly! The Act would have
Tarnished my image and left me sorrowful
Throughout the rest of my life.

Prose: So lamented the Kihg and sent for the minister. Erﬁbracing him, what did he
say? .
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102.

A Tale of Betrayal

Minister dear,

You have done me a great act of kindness
Which T was abaut to retaliate with cruelty.
I cannot imagine any one else

Doing such a great favour

Which was timely and sublime.

Forget the cursed blame

That my wife unjustly placed at your door

Said the deeply moved king with gratitude.

Prose: The King spoke admiringly of the minister and entrusted him with the
administration of the state. Since Cumantan had said that one should not trust the
words of women, King Rajanarentiran sent four elderly people to Carankataran.
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103. The Elders sent by the King
Met C/érahkatarag with great sorrow.
On seeing the aged folk-
Carankataran asked why they had come
Who seldom called on him.
Sir, we can visualise your plight
At being the victim of false charge.
As you lead an unsullied life
It would be sin even to repeat the accusation.
We do not know how to open the topic
Of the false and malicious charge;
Nor have we the moral courage to declare
Categorically your innocence.
Sir, we have been commissioned to probe
The blame laid at your door, _
That you entered Cittiranki’s palace
And pulled her hand with passion.
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104. The words of the elderly men
Sent a shudder through Carankataran’s frame,
His legs and hands visibly quivered,
Tongue became dry.
Alas, he bemoaned
My sad days have commenced.
Unscrupulous Cittiranki
Has let loose the devil
And I am really in a fix.
Except bowing to the dictates of fate
I have no other choice;
Instead of taking blame
1 should prefer to die.
So ran the thoughts
Of sad Carankataran.
Revered elders!
It is pointless to talk of other things .
In the present unfortunate context.
The dove that I released
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Flew to mother Cittiranki’s abode.
Following my pet frantically

I appealed to mother to return the bird.
Alas, she made amorous advances

And wanted me to unite with her

In sinful conjugal bliss.

I reminded her of our relationship

That she was my revered mother
Refused to yield to her passionate pleas
Returned to my place woeful and sad.
Sir, Have I taken this birth

To offend the King with an obnoxious act?
So outlined Carankataran,

The virtuous youth with visage of the moon,
Events that led to the accusation.
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105.

106.

Except Almighty God,

There is no other witness Sir,

To vouch for the truth.

If you -still doubt my words

I shall come to the temple of Lord Civa
And swear in God’s presence;

Those who question my integrity

Can get clearance there.

Revered elders! I fervently appeal to you
To repeat verbatim my account

To my gracious and loving father.
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106.

The Elders, true to their word

Reproduced to their master, the King

The version of Carankataran with exactitude.
Learned gentry, wise counsellors!

Since we have listened to Carankataran’s version
It would be proper

To lend our ears to Cittiranki’s account,

She who is endowed with locks like cloud

And lisps so sweetly like parrot

That she casts a spell on listeners.

So saying the King walked towards her chamber
Followed by the wise old elders.

Prose: The following dialogue and verses suggest that the elders, despatched by the
King, questioned Cittiranki.
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107. Revered lady resembling the swan
Who gifts the King with the ambrosia of pleasure,
Bright as unalloyed gold
And pleasing as the mighty deep.
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You have laid great blame,

Know that sinful acts always boomerang

And leave us unhappy and miserable.

Revered lady, if we accuse others

Without weighing right or wrong

The act may cause sudden and unexpected harm
To the complainant.

No loving mother ever

Practises wicked wiles or treachery on son;
Rarely do we come to know of sons

Remaining ungrateful to mother.

Thoughtless and indiscreet acts of children

Are seldom embarrassingly disclosed by mothers.

Others may point an accusing finger,
But never the mother!

Prose: On hearing the sermon of the elders, what did Cittiranki say?

108.

FrarG mri&Qent

Gavs¥r @b ereir

( 5’75 @Jﬂ/ﬁ/@uﬂsér U@Gl')) SWigsmi_

werés Gevaw srs VNG
LETE GG e Sensser QaFmevedali - Heurt
Tende WmsSiged Bwser Gamsrar SIS
Qe Qemeiauriser
58 wbLie Cugwpeh Q&Fmaed
BRISET STl seners &L L1 g
BECUT 9151 £8) Gureymis
Camgib ggin
FTSE) TrFEnRD Caugwp wiss
BTows sy s sagys STOIWIT [,
&S5 TE5CFTa6d B & seur Gloetr gy
Qema gy Gam smeir.

FTTRSSTGT 58 @résih Q& i sar!

- & s euenar LostreSs
O Bsapd awss5CsnG Guas Bisd.

2 migemertt Qume



FT RIS ST 6T WL FST LD 265

erars@ QauanTigweurEer o Fgrag @mG BBEEmESTH 2 kser CLEESS
woCITs T G & g GuEWI@LILITT Ser.

Aurwwreree 6T g, HUTUSHDEG T pTeTena ererpd GFTaels
QareamGL. Quppsreaws @sllysSuwiug apsucmsuils, BEwTE?
parDTEE  QpSéss Qemagumsd.  srews sy $8WSSUMIGGS
seL_amer Qar@ssTwe ol B el T erdrgy e mser STEDT mIOSEHLD
Gaus mrasEnDd sas &S50 sowss QFme g&ler pearaT?

ECQasid - saea. Cush - wyliny, Capgur®. gIse - QEme g sa. @&SSTLb
- mTelled @@ SBSS yLmEw um. 2umuh, aifl. )

Fomg $Qsred - 1. Qemerer $ 550 ST
egemn - Qaimsss sS85 LYSHS QuaTOFTaaTer. 64)

108. Revered elders,
You are all compassion for Carankataran
And make a plea that he should be pardbned.
If only there are some people here
Concerned with my well-being
They would have opposed you
Tooth and Nail.
You talk so much about just and unjust acts,
Is making amorous advances to mother right?
Ponder deeply and answer
Do your sacred books on ancient lore
Suggest condoning incestuous acts?
Of a son making love to his own mother?
Is there any special clause
Justifying such nefarious act?

Prose: She spits more spleen-in sheer disgust
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109. Revered elders!
Have you come to justify
The wicked act of the immoral dunce?
Well, you are all justice personified!

You always aiphold righteousness!
Every syllablé you utter is true!

If only yeu condescend to stay in this town
The rains are sure to pour thrice!

Country will grow from strength to strength!

Prose: The perverse woman indulged in generalisations.



SITT RIS ST WL FEHTETLD 267

110. (@B ymmSulsr #6811y [T

LR SFauris ereresni oo G WHSILS
o rg,rrmevg’@;@su D GOT T 5 SeGwTL)
QuITESHPeurris eraieuTd eenSall_(BL |
Guimreu gjevorGr '
STHLTs afll_miigs Guiiger
BHGUOTGHS GO T & HGUOT LTG0
SLLITLOG) YLIL| MLD
g&GeuLperid. geT myGLom
25 0oy LlensFujGLom &ireir
@ ss s geranersd smemesls QLITLY
3@#@ wirr seperGL_m
Qemeiratiser Quesraies Q@S5S
yeoLoud yeooijOomiflses Geugmyb.
e LACUT®H @imliieiser guiger oTgifle) seveauwimer p_sma) @mliLen 55
sere_mel, 2. Gar s o avema () susar uFleow’ CuTESs Qsrerer
aarapaGs o2& @ WIHD KN5S oewamal o awewTLe el (L
Curaom_L_riger. HBFBuimew Feimest i & Em i QamemL_eursenh Fevment s
sa_ma) o1 Ger . gewss. GussGa allpbuuriser. Gyssmwed ol Bs
Qeebev ey FwHULG Hewrg. @apaps GureaSea @russaflums
afleriigs Quetmenewd seirL_mey  yawer g Gumrad - Qamerert sairser
swssBe) wrmplaeme. Quenenmins ppsgsear Lwer Gumrgnb Guirgub.
@elurag @Qssr Lpall a@ssTdmss Gaam@Lb.

yerard - Gemm, eewe. QUTPSGEW - LASSH - poweyse. STEHLD -
sanenlis sre, alLri - yevs. afllmigged - sTHD a@RSH . g6 - Gurms.
RETmED - allpbygsw. @rah - @eflow. @ERSsH - YEFULGSW. Hyenowd
- Gumgnb.

sang GFTed - 1. g/msv,r_r}:@a_@m 2. sgg 3. Beaaswrr.

oussTid - e &S Qeuretr pitb e &SQevTeT puoTEs S Grmms @ing & Qemedeuls

QuftQuirrt sarmiG o) sflweayemg i gGer. 66)



268 A Tale of Betrayal

110. Hungry men are wont
To fall on tasty dishes
Kept in their vicinity
And appease their craving.
Thirsty men seldom fail
To sip water easily available.
.A woman in full bloom,
Verily a delicious fruit
Is sure to entice any man
Cursed indeed is the lot of woman
I wish I don’t take another birth!

Prose: After listening to the hypocritical speech of Cittiranki, what did the elders say?
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111.

If one’s son is guilty of any lapse

He should not be exiled forthwith,
Offering shelter and security to erring offspring
Is the bounden duty of any mother.

If one’s finger hurts the eyes,

1t is not cut or chopped off

Such an act is blindly suicidal

And will disable one’s body.

Your son, after all indulged in idle prattle
He never ventured to do any sinful act
Which can be called misdemeanor

Your son, madam, is not guilty

You failed to show him pity.

Prose: On hearing the words of the elders, how did the Cittiranki react? What did
she say?
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112.  On hearing the words of wise elders
Cittiranki sank with a thud
Much to every one’s dismay.
Alas, the King lacks discretion
What use blaming you, his stooges?
The King lacks a sense of shame,
' Fie on Rajamakentirapuram
Does he claim to belong here?
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113.

114.

Listen, I speak in my capacity as queen -
You elders shall act by my bidding.
Without realising that my honour is at stake
You are uttering words of appeasement.
This is grossly unfair and unjust.
Supporting one guilty of great misdeed

And trying to buy peace is great folly.
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114. It is not worth living any more,
I have no further work on earth
If I cofitinue to live
I shall become a laughing stock,
The King is not free to act
And lacks a will of his own,
A sorry puppet’ in every body’s hands,
He sends courtiers on a mission of rapprochement,
Shamelessly spies on me.
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Does he realise my deep agony

Or the humiliation I have suffered?
How come he boosts to the very skies
A culprit guilty of a sordid act?

His indifference to my pleadings

Is abominable, atrocious.

Look gentry, a guilty man

* Gets singular honour and praise,

Will it not reflect on the country?

Still there are umpteen unspoken deeds

Of cruelty and wickedness.

Cataloguing them in detail

Hardly becomes a person of my standing.

So saying Cittiranki acted

As though she were trying to kill herself

When she forcibly drew the sword from Naréntiran’s

hands
The Elders could surmise that she had dared

To kill Carankataran

Out of a sense of malice and jealousy.
The Angry woman Cittiranki

Whose amorous advances were spurned
Made up her mind to take extreme step
Earmarked for one’s bitter enemies.

She gave a call to the gentry of court
And the ministers strong and wise,

With fire in her eyes, she harangued them,
Consult forthwith the brahmins knowing lores
Mete out punishment to the erring son
Who has meanly betrayed a mother’s trust.

Prose: As ordered by R%janaréﬁtirap, the elders, ministers and brahmins wére consulted

about the punishment o be meted out 10 a son
suggested that the hands and Je
When the King heard of this

guilty of incestuous thoughts. It was
gs should be mutilated at dead of night below a hillock.
act of expiation, how did he react?
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115. On the counsel of ministers and others
King summoned the messengers
Gave them the royal ring
Insignia of official decree
Ordered them to execute the punishment
On Carankataran, his progeny
WHhom he begot after rigorous penance;
Chop off his legs and hands.
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116. The royal messengers

Bent on carrying out their master’s orders
Went to Carankataran’s palace
Steeped in great sorrow.
Noble prince, the light among kings,
Valour personified
We offer our obeisance;
Our fond dreams that you would
Rule us have been rudely shattered.
We do not' know
How to break the unpleasant news.
Thanks to Queen Cittiranki
An incident smacking of melodrama
Is going to be enacted
How can we disclose to you
The Queen’s nefarious plan?
So shaken and worried are we
That we shudder to reveal to you
The barbarous act envisaged;
Too care-worn and grief-stricken

" To disclose its unholy nature.
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Like the crow sitting

And a pine fruit dropping

Your visit to the queen’s palace
Has resulted in undeserved calumny.
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117. The thoughtless and hasty act of the King
Who never probes deep the words of ministers
Has resulted in punishment for you.

The proverbial cruelty of the stepmother
Is proving true.

Cittiranki, the embodiment of wickedness
Has verily tolled your death knell.
Nothing can be done now

Except blaming earlier deeds.

Cittiranki is playing the role

Of a ferocious man-eater.

The siren is the venom

Destined to destroy you,

Alas, she is the poisonous viper

Whose sting is going to be fatal.

She has turned into a-Chorus

Echoing the voices of women

With bedecked locks

Smelling of pungent scents;
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Verily a rumbling, devastating thunder!
Her heart made of stone

Threatens to rain fire on you
Know that it is your bane
Which shall destroy body and soul.

Prose: When the emissaries uttered such words of sorrow, what did Carankataran do?
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118. Dear messengers, what is fated

~Is sure to take place;

There is nothing called free will

Good and bad deeds done in the past
Have their repercussions in later life;
This -is true of me as well.

Wrong thoughts always precede
Destruction and disaster.

If destined to experience pain and sorrow
Our mind itself will act as prime-mover.
True, you are uttering words of solace
Out of the love you have for me,

But none can help or save me

From bearing my cross;

What has been predetermined

Shall happen without fail -

Prose: The messengers listened to the sorrowful words of Carankataran. When they

paid obeisance to Rattinanki and conveyed the news, she was shaken, went to her son
and spoke.
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119.  Son, the barren co-wife
Has done a wicked act
With great triumph.
Her deed has kindled a fire
In the pit of my stomach,
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120.
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She is the embodiment of evil

Has been consistently scheming to eradicate you.
Unaware of her sinister motives

You have stepped into her palace

And got enirapped in her wicked plan.
All the dreams I cherished are shattered,
Son, you have given me such great grief
That I shall never live down.

Dear one, I should have died early -
And become one with dust.

Now great sorrow has reduced my life
To a vast vale of tears.

How fondly I longed to see you
Leading a happy and glorious life!

But mighty punishment

Has become your unfortunate lot.
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120.

(72)

Rattinanki, the grief-stricken mother

Beat desperately on her breasts

Which pealed out like thunder.

She rolled on the floor

And cried her eyes out

Why did I bear you?”

Why did I bring you up?

Why did I educate you at all?

Is it to see you suffering punishment?
Who is it that has come to execute royal orders,
Do you think the punishment is deserved?
Prattled hysterically the grieving mother

Prose: When Rattinanki expressed her grief, what did the messengers say?
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121. A kind mother to those who beg for alms
And seek protection at your door,
Including us and every one else,

What use blaming the bow

Forgetting the archer?

Do you think accusing the bow

Would produce beneficial results?

Madam, we have outstayed our time,
Further delay will enrage the King

Who may mete out deleterious punishment.
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122. The canker of suspicion
Never mars the happiness of lovers
As their hearts are sealed with trust.
Let me appeal to the King
Against the freacherous trap
Into which my son has been pushed.
Till then, messengers keep patience
Said Rattinanki and went to the king.
Revered Sir, have you forgotten
The rigorous penance dome in forest
And Civa’s blessing of a noble son?
Alas, you are guilty of an unseemly act
Inspired by the concocted tale of junior Queen.
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123.  Sir, your infatuation for Cittiranki
Has verily blinded your eyes
And you have brought charges against son cruelly.
You shouldn’t have meted out
Such deterrent punishment.
The mad love for Cittiranki
Has robbed you of your wisdom,
Respect for elders, rectitude
Kindness and sympathy
Patience worth Lord Intira
Rare among mortals,
Besides your high sense of fairplay and probity.
Sir, you are free to take my life
Instead of my son’s,
Won’t you extend kindness to him
Abiding by the wish of elders;
Is it not the bounden duty of father
To shield his son?
This parental responsibility gains edge
When father forgives son.

Go by the counsel of the learned
And spare the life of your son
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Said Rattinanki with true feeling

And fell at the king’s feet.

Her speech against evil and sinister acts
Was too moving to melt stones.

Prose: Obscrving that the King was unmoved by her impassioned appeal, she spoke
again.
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124.  Will family pride and honour
Survive on lip sympathy?
Posterity shall speak highly of us
Only through our progeny
When the son is going to project our glory
Why are you mute and indifferent?
Your wild passion for Cittiranki
Has so blinded your vision
That you are wrongly accusing son
Of betrayal and treachery.
Have you no pity left in you?
Why don’t you utter a pleasant word?
You are refraining from such an act
For dread of Cittiranki,
Who is always generous with salacious talk.
If you are bent upon believing her
You may do so,
But kill me instead of my son,
And live with her in bliss



FITT RIS ST 6T WIL_FSHITrLD 291

125.

For which you have my assent.

Sir, exercise control on ill temper

And take speedy steps to save your son.
Sinner though I be,

Pay heed to my words,

Accept my humble appeal

And mete out justice with sympathy.
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125. It looked as though the King
Paid no heed to Rattinanki’s appeal
For, he remained strangely mute
And refused to speak.
Cittiranki who thirsted for the prince$ blood
Had twisted facts to such an extent
That she had sullied pure paddy
Reducing it to life-less stone.
Rattinanki cried her eyes out
To no avail, the king kept mum;
Pinning faith in Cittiranki’s words
King was inert like a planted pillar.
This is cruel, outrageous, bewailed Rattinankji,

Still there was no response from the King
Who remained silent like a recluse

All her pleadings had no effect
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The King was motionless like a painting on the wall.
These acts made it clear

That the prince had forfeited

His legitimate claim to rule,

Perhaps it was decreed and blessed

That he should exercise his sway

In the world of the skies!

Prose: Rattinanki, overpowered by sorrow at the King’s indifference expresses her
disgust of the divine will.
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126. God Almighty, am I to presume
That you are in league with the wicked woman
. As you have failed to come to my rescue?
Since.God is also siding with the sinful
Who will hereafter protect me?
Would any one care at all?
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127. In your infatuation for the bad woman
You are losing sight of truth
My honest words of sorrow
Have made no impact on you
You don’t even care to listen to me.
If attentively absorbed, my speech
Shall melt stones
Revive trees
Long dead.
I am more than convinced
That T cannot expect any fairplay
Either from you or co-wife.
Rattinanki now made bold
To look at the King,
May the siren who has accused my son
And you, her supporter
Enjoy a protracted carnjval!
So saying she withdrew hastily
To her apartment in the palace
There she met her son
Wept uncontrollably
Beating desperately on mouth and breasts
Agitation made her frame quiver
She fell on the floor weeping profusely.
Vain is it to appeal to Lord Civa
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Muttered she in sheer disgust,

Her sorrow became so deep

She suffered fainting fits.

Hitting her head,

She hugged her son

When shall 1 see you again;

How can I live after losing you?
Who shall perform my obscquies?
To me who was barren

Your birth was a blessing

Which infused new vigour

And saved me from humiliation;
You destroyed all my sorrows.

Fie on your stepmother,

Who has invented stories

To tarnish your good image.

You have always been my pride,
The apple of my heart.

Son, you are teaching me a lesson
On the transitoriness of life.

My pearl, my darling, come close to me,
Who is going to shield me hereafter?
All our wealth and precious things
Have gone to our enemies.

Soon the pangs of separation

Will get lessened;

For, all our misfortunes

Are due to past deeds,

This truth alone shall comfort us.
Again sorrow striking,

The mother wrung her hands in disgust
Restlessly ran here and there
Prattling incoherent words of sorrow
I am really sick of life;
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The unjust act of the King

Is too severe a blow to bear,

So saying she eyed her son

And heaved sighs of despair.

Who shall I blame for this

The sins of ancestors

Or violation of morai codes by son and me?
The King whose stock is-high

With the common man

Shall soon touch a miserable low.
His many acts of virtue and kindness
Shall erode and get buried in dust.
My loving son’s life

Is in danger of getting extinct;
Weeping has made my eyes sore.
Methinks sometimes the King may change
And revise his decision

Would he order the officials

To withhold the punishment?

Would the meritorious deeds of yesterday
Redeem the evils of today?

Have those acts of righteousness
Gone without reverberations?

Will my son’s reputation

Emerge pure and unsullied?

Alas, T cannot imagine life

Without his company.

What a pity

The very gods are on their side
Refusing to aid me.

So prattled a mother in nlisefy

Fondly fixing son’s hands on eyes.

Prose: What did Carankataran say?
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128. Mother dear, sermons on stones
And writings on palm-leaves seldom fade;
So also what Lord Piraman
Has predetermined for each man.
What is bound to happen,

Shall certainly materialise.
Sometimes it is said

That intellect can achieve all.
But when men experience defeat
They resign themselves to fate.
One may triumph over intellect
And touch milestones

Even win over enemies

And achieve happiness

-But impossible it is

To conquer one’s destiny.

None has ever won over fate

To enjoy unalloyed bliss.

Mother dear, ever since the birth of baby
Mother pets and pampers it
Gives drugs like castor oil,

But never succeeds in wiping
Child’s sorrow decreed by fate.
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Events bound to happen on determined dates

Can never be altered.
Prose: When the son spoke to mother sorrowful words, the messengers intervened and
said that it was getting late. The King might lose his temper. The orderlies gave

Carankataran a ceremonial bath, made him wear silken robes, applied musk and other
perfumes and led him emibracing.
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129.

Son dear, what consoling words
Have you for me?

Cittiranki, the sinister one

Has taken bloody revenge on you.
Shail we be united in another birth
If so, when, when my dear child?
Will not sufferings similar to yours
Visit her and torment her?

Dear son, how is it your many acts of righteousness

Have failed to protect you?

Will not the wicked woman

Die of snake bite?

Falsehood and chicanery

Have become the order of the day.
Will not the wretched woman

Rot and die miserably?

Is not-a loving son, the hope-of mother
To wipe her tears?

That unkind dame

Responsible for our sorrows

Shall go to the worst inferno!

Your father, the extremely credulous
Has taken her on her word,

Will not my sad predicament

Be hers as well?

Son, after the limbs are cut

- Will you live?

My mind is befogged

With dismal thoughts

And suffers agitation. .

Will not this extremely wicked act
Boomerang on her?

I wanted to see you as groom in jubilation
But am forced to see your mutilation.

Prose: The son’s reply to the sorrowing mother.
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130. Mother dear, neither fond hugging
Nor praise of Lord Civa
Shall yield any result.
Give up grieving
Said Cararikataran to mother.
Meanwhile Cumantan came
His eyes full of tears.
Spoke he with emotion,
Sir, our life on earth is doomed
No worthy act or happiness
Can hereafter claim us.
Sir, parting from you for ever
Shall rob me of my sleep
Relish for food
Nay, even the will to live.
Alas, what a pity
You did’nt pay heed to my warning words,
. Nothing is going to help us,
No, nothing at all!
My diplomacy and tact
As a resourceful minister
Have proved utterly useless.
Your short temper and hasty act
Have landed me also
In a sad state
The victim of an undeserved blame.

Prose; What was Carankataran’s reply?
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131.  Friend of my heart, my dear Cumantan

It is true T ignored your wise counsel
As I could’nt visualise future events.
Believe me, I entered the palace
Only to recover my pet dove,

Where I had to shoulder blame

For no fault of mine.

Methinks my deeds in earlier births
Echoed in my fatal visit

Subjecting me to malicious slander.

So saying he embraced

Cumantan
With all his heart,

Prose: What more did he say?
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132.

Embracing Cumaintag
Carankataran spoke: _
Brother, it is difficult indeed

To brush aside

The happenings of our life.

Your words of wisdom, rectitude,
Sagacity and experience

Won't hereafter be of use'to me,
Our friendship ends today

But grieve not on that account
The destiny that shapes our ends
Is too potent to be overlooked.
Addressing his mother,

Dear mum, please extend the care
You bestowed on me

To my beloved Cumantan,

Protect him always.

So saying he united his friend’s hands
With those. of his mother,

Eyeing his mother

Who was visibly shaken,
Mother dear, do not sorrow hereafter
Nor describe Rajamakentirapuram as city of sin
Don’t bear any ill will whatsoever
Against our father

Who turned a deaf ear

To our many fervent appeals;
Treat him not with hostility
Avoid speaking badly of Cittiranki
The author of my mutilation

And the rejoicer.

Let not any malice be harboured
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Or ill-will cherished.

Console yourself with the thought

That no son was ever born to you
And that you lost him.

He prostrated at the feet of mother,
Conveyed his good will to all

Started to face the inevitable.

Prince Carankataran

Wrongly accused of dishonourable deed
Climbed a palanquin made of gold
Sorrounded by emissaries and armed guards

Moved through the heart of the city
Amidst hysterical cries.
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133. Citizens watched Carankataran
Being formally led
To face his doom.
Some shuddered at the sight
Closed their doors, emotion choking.
Some covered their faces '
Fainted shedding copious tears.
There were restless people in the crowd
Who paced up and down
Wondering whether they should
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Enjoy conjugal life at all!

Some pointed an accusing finger

At the King’s unimaginative cruelty
Doubted whether he was in his senses.

A few blamed Cittiranki

Wicked as provebial Nili

Who had charged an innocent boy
Handsome like Lord Cupid,

Felt that Carankataran’s untimely end
Would plunge the world in stygian gloom.
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134. While some stood in groups

Shedding profuse tears
Others fled the city
In mortal fear.
There were some
Who justified action of king
Punishing own son
For gross misdemeanour.
Some closed their ears
Uttering lord’s name, Civa Civa,
Wondered whose sin
Had landed the royal family in this predicament.

. A few made bold to say
That harbouring a sinner
Would destroy the city.
Some scratched the earth
Shuddering with fear
As if a terrible gnome
Holding tiger in its grip
Had made way to city.
Some catalogued the bad omens
They had recently seen,
Plaintain tree being cut off,
Mountains crumbling rootless,
Cracking of temple towers,
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Falling of stars from sky,

Tender trees getting uprooted

And part of the King’s palace

Getting shattered and crumbling.
Others added to the list

From their experience;

The dream of a pagoda tree

Falling with a thud

And similar ominous dreams
Portending evil and catastrophe.

Some said amidst a sigh,

How I wish I beget a son

Like Carankataran

To make my life meaningful,
Handsome face, rows of beautiful teeth,
Speech vibrating with vivacity

Elegant gait and what not!

Others lamented the sad plight

Of King Rajanarentira

Whose righteousness and penance

Won him great glory,

But all reduced to nothing,

Sin and blame tainting them.

So varied were views uttered

City enveloped in great gloom.
Carankataran leaving the city in haste
Reached the heart of the forest

Where the orderlies lowered the gold palanquin
And wondered what they should do next

Prose: The two messengers felt that the King's anger would have subsided and so
rushed to him, paid obeisance and asked whether the King still wanted his son’s limbs

to be chopped off. Have you pardoned him?
to mutilate the messengers as well. He t
the ring before Carankataran, what did

The King became wild and threatened

hen gave the royal insignia, the ring. Placing
the messengers say?
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135.

Your father’s wrath

Has not lessened in the least,

He is not magnanimous enough

To forgive you, :

We appealed to him most fervently
But there was no response.

He is at the moment

Anger of the worst kind personified.
We are at our wits end

To decide the future course of action;
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Kindly enlighten us
As to what we should do.
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136.  What use is your sorrow and sympathy

Or fervent appeal to the obstinate King?
Carry out forthwith the king’s commands
Your musings are but idle thoughts
Incapable of mitigating evil,

Or lightening the punishment,
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Undeserving blame and great sin
Have been thrust on me.

Off with your personal feelings soft
Quickly put into execution punishment
As willed and devised by the King.
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137.  After firmly instructing the King’s men
To carry out the punishment
Carankataran prayed to Lord Civa and Parvati
The deities after his heart,
Stood with sorrow and shiver
While the men with infinite patience
Chopped off his legs and hands,
All within a wink

Muttering Arahara, Cambhuve, my protector,
Carankataran almost fainted.

Prose: The King’s men stood behind the plants to over hear C_arahkatarag’s words.

When he regained consciousness, he ascertained whether the messengers had left and
spoke with sorrow on the loss of his limbs. What did he say?
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138. Lord Civa, What shall I do hence?
Without your mercy, how can I function?
Who else shall be my refuge?

Having lost hands and legs

What worthwhile thing can I do?
Better to give up the ghost

Rather than live in this state.

Great sinner my step mother is,

Has laid on me undeserved blame,
Believing her concocted tale

My father turned hostile and punished me.
What a fall,

The son of the mighty King
Proclaimed leader of the people

Has become a laughing stock

To be contemptuously called cripple!
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139.  Mutilation of hands and legs
Does not brother me in the least
As prepared I am
To kill myself.
My concern centres round mother
Who may be grieving the gruesome act.
Perhaps she is already dead,
Sensing my painful plight.
Has she reconciled herself to the inevitable
Or too shocked to shed even tears?
Who knows, she has perhaps consol
That this is an illusion
Born out of mutual love.
Has she forgiven Cittiranki
The author of the cruel deed?
Has she become the victim
Of my father’s displ

ed herself

easure and wrath?
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Alas, I am totally in the dark.

Would she come to see my woeful state
And throw me in the wild abyss below
With the same hands that fondled me?
Will not the wild beasts of the forest, tiger and bear
Feast on my corporeal remains?

I wish some huge rock

Rolls on me and kills me.

Carkara, the refuge of the gods,

The divine leader, great giver

Are you listening to my appeal?

Are they not potent enough to move you?
Won’t I see my dear mother again?
Whither is gone thy abundant grace,
Indeed, I have become great sinner.
Lord, are you indifferent and cold
Because of the drowsiness

Caused by the poison you consumed?
Or is it the protective tyranny of the spouse?
Perhaps it is due to the preoccupation
Of fondling children, the elephant-faced
And divine Kanta, the pleasure thereof!
Whatever be the cause of apathy

Show mercy and deliver me.

So ran the thoughts of Carankataran
Speculation lending him joy and peace.
Standing verily a stump

Indulging in self pity

He lost consciousness

And lay bleeding from wounds

At the foot of the mountain.

Prose: What more did he say?
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140. Did I at any time hurt good men
Given to sweet words?
Did I ever contradict my revered mother?
Am I guilty of meting out justice
On a built-up fabricated act?
Did I torture any alien
Who blew off our moral codes?
Perhaps I committed the breach
Of worshipping God in temple with single hand.
Did I ever refuse alms to liars
And chase them out of town?
Did I reduce the price of traders
Inflated to satisfy the ego’s itch?
Was I ever guilty of blasphemous speech
Against brahmins and their holy rites?
Did I ever venture to say
That family pride and traditions hoary
Are empty, useless pomp?
Did I dare to contradict my mentors
Bent on improving my mind?
What heinous sin
Did I commit?
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141.  When Carankataran thus lamented his unending woes,

There was heard a voice from the sky,
A divine voice indeed!

King, why are you shedding tears,

Why look so dejected and crest-fallen
Why utter words of despair and disgust?
The deeds done by you in the past

Are reverberating now.

What sin did T commit in earlier birth
Enlighten me, pleaded the prince

To the mysterious voice from above
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142.

143.

J
A Tale of Betrayal

The eerie voice made reply

Which Carankataran heard distinctly,
There was a town called Kocamapuram
Ruled by a monarch

Whose Queen was Puvanamapati.

The Queen had a maid, Kacini,

As vile as any viper

Who was good at intrigues.

The King had two ministers

Cumukan and Nitiman.

While Nitiman was good at diplomacy
The King’s confidant was Cumukan
Whose stock in the court was high
None knew much about the intimacy
Between King and Cumukan

Except Nitiman who watched it keenly
One day while the king held court,

He summoned the vigilance staff of the city
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143.

As instructed by the king
The men brought the vigilance staff
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Whom the King questioned searchingly,
Whose sandals are these

And the stirrups?

Pat came the reply . |

They belong to your boon companion
Your alter-ego Cumukan. -

On hearing this, the king

Flew into a paroxysm of rage
Resembling the conflagration

At the time of Armageddon.

He consulted the learned brahmins
What punishment shall I mete out

To my erstwhile friend? :

He should be taken at dead of night
To a dense forest

And there below the mountain range
His hand and legs should be cut off!
Forthwith the king gave the royal insignia,
The ring of authority

Bade the- messengers

Carry out the extreme punishment.

As ordered by the king

The men chopped off Cumukan’s limbs
Who let out a cry of anguish

And prayed to Lord Civa.

He cursed that my tormentors

Shall suffer the same sorrow and pain
In their future birth.

Now the curse has taken effect

And Cumukan is none other than

The happy-go-merry Rajanaréntiran.
Perhaps it may be shocking to hear
That you were the obnoxious Nitiman -
Notorious for his whimsicality.
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The Creeper-like woman Puvanamapati
Is reborn as Rattinanki, your mother,
Kacini as Cittiranki

The intriguing slippers that lay in court
Has assumed the form of doves.

Know that misdeeds done in the past
Are boomeranging now.

In this birth, you are not guilty

Of despicable acts or sins

Therefore, worry not,

A learned Cittar

With great affection for you

Shall soon arrive on the scene

And chant such potent incantantations
That your mutilated limbs shall gain original form
And great happiness will be yours

So saying,

The Heavenly voice quit.

Prose: The messengers stood behind the dense vegetation to study Carankataran’s

reaction and then went to Rajamakéntirapuram. When they left, Makentira Cittar
appeared on the scene, drawn by the lament of Carankatarap.
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144. Lo! Makentira Cittar stood
Before sorrowing Carankataran
Wearing a dhoti round his waist
His body smeared with sacred ash;
The kumkum dot on his forehead conspicuous.
Clad in tiger’s skin,
He held in his hand holy pot and rod
His eerie effulgence
Reflected to the very skies.
On seeing Carankataran crying,
He queried kindly, child, who are you,
Why have you come to the forest,
What ails you?
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145.  Tell me from where you hail
Who are your kinsmen?

Let me know your name

And details of lineage

You have the looks of a prince,
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How come your limbs are cut?

Who mutilated you mercilessly
Overlooking your gift of sweet talk -
And other sterling merits?

Even if you are guilty of misdemeanour,
Who perpetrated this thoughtless act?
Crying alone in agony,

You are rolling on earth in pain

Who brought you to the forest

And cut off your limbs?

Who spoke of your wicked deeds

Or carried concocted tales

That resulted in the tragic loss of limbs?
Speak, dear one

Let me hear your tale of woe.
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146.

Carankataran felt happy and relieved

To hear the soothing words of the wise man.

After paying him due homage
Began narrating his tale of sorrow
Sir, I hail from Rajamakéntirapuram
Whose king, Rajanaréntira

* Has no issue to call his own

Till late in life.

Off he went to the dense forest

To do rigorous penance

Thanks to the grace of the Almighty

I was bormn as son to queen Rattinanki,
And christened Carankataran.

My father, had another Queen

Called Cittiranki who bore

Great hatred and grudge for me,

Carried concocted tales to the King
Poisoning his pure mind

Which resulted in heinous blame

Falling on me undeservedly

And the King thoughtlessly

Ordering the mutilation of my limbs.
My dear king, don’t despair

Because you hands and legs have been cut,
Don’t get unnerved

And shun living

After all, who does not die,

Be they ordinary men, ministers or kings?
None can hope for permanence on earth.

(86)
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However ecstatic may be living days
Death is sure and inevitable;

The devout know the way

Out of sorrow.

Pray to the Almighty

With blessed feet,

Surrendering totally your life and all
Pleading for divine grace and mercy,
Sure, the lord shall bless you!

Now with the aid of God’s grace

I shall wipe your sorrow and tears;

‘In a minute or two,

You shall recover your lost limbs.
So saying, the realized one

Embraced Carankataran.

Carrying the prince in his hands,
Cittar entered a cave deep and dark,
Sprinkled holy water

From his Kamarygalam pot

Chanted eerie spells in his ears,
Made him repeat the incantations,
Thanks to Lord Civa’s blessings
Carankataran’s lost limbs were restored.
The prince felt great joy

His arms and body swelled

Eyes twinkled with brightness
Kindness sprouted in the heart

Now his mind and thoughts were clear
Thanks to the wise man’s timely help,
Yes, it was verily a rebirth!

The Gods showered flowers,

Sages offered their blessings
Carankataran prostrated

At the wise man’s feet
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Hailing him heartily
For healing his wounds
Restoring the mutilated limbs

Prose: What did Carankataran, at the height of his ecstasy, tell Makentira Cittar?
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147. Devoid of any physical disability
Lustrous like the Sun and moon,
Carankatran chose to address Cittar:
My lord of lords, thanks to your greatness
I have been absolved of sin and blame;
Regained my lost glory,
At the moment, I am carefree
And happy beyond words.
Oh magnanimous one, verily a God,
You came to my rescue
When I was wallowing in pain and misery;
Again, permit me to call you my good angel,
So saying he prostrated
At the lotus-like feet of the wise man.
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148. By his total identification with Makentira Cittar,
Well-versed in the eight occult practices,
Carankataran also got elevated as a Cittar.
Living a long and purposeful life
He tasted of all experiences
His fame extended from earth
To the celestial regions.

Sans fatigue and grey hairs
He was free from physical ailments,
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The bane of other mortals.

With his- robust body

He attained to divinehood

And the coveted state of immortality

Prose: Thus while he became immortal and enjoyed divine bliss, what message did
the king's men carry to Rajamakentirapuram.

149.

(gngrusgger PHsIMe0 FrehFalurarenss STHIMT FapiB6d)

Srieng
STgiou gGarasmilg g&sGw @um@;
QRAIVITIT LDGTGT SN GEUTGHLOUNT UNIUIT
@FESH FTIRGE wsmearGu Qamee
B sur weelll L B5Gs ermie
aarGlell e QUGLITL s 555G Quissert
warsg Mewrios 0RipsPumis Qereraf
i&[[ﬁg’;LDlTLb Serevereows oyt g som s Shuley
UBSLTLS STESTD LS HGW 9 mié g
PTG safl&giiler pofwer aurs
Q588w LmiLGuwer 3®mafWavﬂGw Wmsae_eir
DLBSE WCRTSOTULI 0T GG Fred
ST eenFeurer 4@@le§ Qarepg
waiuiss Blafledts aurensser L Qe
Qe Wiy s QeimaCur Qeosirar
LDTWILDT WITSHTE eumemiiyh o g
Celuwgnich & myNerenerwimiis Q& iLGey Gagmid
werarGer o ers8);s Loewr S giwinr Geusvar_rrih
eparerGuomr @ enairio & Glab P55 Lifser
OLEY ufsTSrip Bi_ay@u Geuessre it
wubgIET InEEH wieeswurt Gussme
Caruwr wyser G DE ST &I M Ta)

(#0908 a@ arfl JELESDS))



FITIT RIS ST G WL FSHTaTLD 349

Yoswm AGUT YL wr §& s
THCU e geravar eT@®UGLT auriser
6msz’rrgy(8w Q& réirwreerer 7@9&&0#@# 2T
LOGTGNTGOGT  6T(D).& SairT 861!67Tff'§@l_é§ EHHT GV
poupts Sésrmi B yQas preses
Q&g aperersmiis Syes&al) wrearm
Queireiri geng Ca RET Lidrenereows ‘0@5@5‘5#
N, peiramla g eengiiar wevwGLm
erar G prmiser @550 psfla
wererGer wWmpS_ wri i G Qusetray
Cumlesrrr gy greur Cuirariier woebreweir
lzuﬂaﬂfm Querry uflgald FmGar

© angmiiser GHS @BSSSSIT QUBSTITSGET. LOGTaTGHETS &6voTL_ITT &6
owr  FTgRSSTTTRL  SHEET maeﬁnb'gl fsHrmus &wsSu  Lfews
Golieriger. eamemoemw whwellene. a6 gy LTTTLOE STL_Ig6)
Qeram@GCumy  essTasmer Gl @Gury BEPSFCuTR Tl @
ol i rigen. BrEsGEEL SHGET YemILY Hopsss QearGmrh. perafiralles
o5, sragwerd Feny SCSTD. e eamgumd @ueled R_pg ererer
Qedi@ mreir LriCGuimih ereir gy e mBE\BHG STLd.

FrgrssSrer thsan ampSs ST 2 dTer S5 DG WHPSE sgaciwararm&iu
FaQLmoramear aemilg QsuaG! @)5s owslw @y Gagener Py
waggall L QG ety s HSSsTH. oL Gar YsTWSHW @B GIE
CsalL_gi. @emereparm@w wararaGer! Gaer! aumssCGaesmirid! Qe o ardE
gpul_@erer Ll @bsl peluile gpul L Saeme. wolpaluie o pul i
Ballewewuller srgawors @uuilpailuiley @5ss geitub asg Gsibsg.
wperallewery wwenrte @Qug aupg IppEmssp wseli Cuémss Gal (B
weiTaretr 2 awSG @)5sS SwT_ewer weflSSmEHmTer. Y1 1om E ST exmeurt
a)g‘,g; o eirevewr T(HS G Qamam® Cumairi erergy s WG HSGTN. y5SE
Qsnaguss gnu uG B PosT apg a@ssti. sTpussgelear s,
sragear qparGume  aeribsar. pugrs Sgshsmers: Gume 66 pieh
frefellurs arwd Bowowuds Quogellt mdr. @@ Quar & pw
uféQemeime soLlugme smser wemearGu @ubgel eiser! Qs o whlew
wr@Gw @yl Qar@awsmers GFdunsri 1 miger! wararar! @



A Tale of Betrayal
350

usEnd Q@55 sErsSe @meswT. Gumid  erermy &L,Lrﬂ,és gﬂgl;;ﬂag
5”‘?&%%’5 oflPé Oeergell L_miser. weirewen pmer @m  Lraflwr
&a} . .
afl G eir ereirgy auenbBullmssmer.

amgs s - GeTeQusdw, SETUCILIESSW. B30 - cygo@;ﬂ g:sr('xiw%,:;%ﬁ:

- . gl yerars - Qs A

- . enD.  erey aumgueng. & ' . : ; S8
wmzr,;;@g}gj. areng - g, Gogmear, Qeliyse - Qe DL OF Y20
@elenro, oflewn. LNgalgsaw - Sl R e,

soump iGlored- 1. W Qwrdi 2. uggwmd) 3. Gmer G 4. Q@mm{g g
ufsarBpE. 6. aargGw 7. @ssswr fssi 8. aweariSi_ 9.

srigOadrermes 10, aeaphSill. werfle] 12, wrallerm@ueirgy 13
7 safl & 57 Qe

UFSILD -  grEFmenaIl] T S&I5 &7 geurt 'arrr;.rls'fa;,gp'mmé; ‘ G;)GIL/IS.IEFTQ%ILD
OIS S FID, Z%G?WG:QJI’TG‘W}? Qererer gisy 9o st o g fwa;. a;rrsv‘ mmg%m@fr@/
arpss W GEQsTam® Gumergnh  sraeui  Gsmeae . meurg@@ev : ngé
H$ECLB gyrser ‘@ S &N e o REGUCLITIIS g7 graur G?&n;urm@g@eurr@?
F$DorniaBu_Car  Qemams R BrmuSwneredr Csl® uwIGs@ewrd

g . L) 2
TSETEE_ s yarmGe grseuits ofiing & QemerarmieaQererg “wer 45
Qeveirenslls&Qasmern (3, Qugss G

(88)
QYsToweuTendl 3. swergleuey flewrer 4.
T,

&méf@wm} L6 wrsg 2.
P EH DT 5. Lom@@eus‘&rﬁ G

149.  Returned the King’s men
Drowned in great grief,
Met their master, the King
And addressed him
Sir, you listened to the charges
Levelled by queen Cittiranki
Against Carankataran, your son
And ordered the mutilation of limbs,
But sir, the truth lay elsewhere
And you were ignorant of it,
We carried out your command
Which smacked of ab

solute impartiality,
Chopped off hig han

ds and legs
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Watched his reactions on the sly

Concealing ourselves in the thicket.

Sorrow-laden Carankataran

Prayed to Lord Civa, the giver of bliss:

Lord, why have you inflicted pain on me?

Forthwith was heard from the heavens,

An eerie divine voice,

Young prince, pleése listen.

The blame 1laid at your doors

Is an echo of your misdeeds

In the earlier birth;

True, the king has punished you

On a woman’s complaint,

Also paying for past actions.

A Cittar,

Well-versed in eight occult arts

Shall shortly pick you up;

So thundered the voice from above.

As prophesied, a Cittar did arrive

And lo, Carankataran got back his limbs.

Know that he has been elevated

To the status of a Cittar,

Immortality, its chief attribute.

Listening to the concocted tale of a woman,

You lost a darling son

No one on the face of the earth

Will be guilty of such great sin.

Revered King, we are leaving the city

As it evokes great disgust.

So saying, the emissaries left

Leaving the King to lament his lapse.
Prose: When the messengers reported to the King the mutilation of Carankataran’s

limbs and their restoration by a Cittar, the King, hurriedly hastened to Cittiranki’s
residence. After listening to the King, Cittiranki dismissed the happenings as
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fabrications of Rattinanki. She fretted and fumed like the sacrificial fire kindled by
brahmins pouring abundant ghee.
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150. Revered King,
Whose love is exclusively for his son,
Please return to Rattinanki’s abode.
The scheming woman that she is,
She has pooh-poohed the punishment given
Building up a cock and bull tale,
Which you have swallowed
In your innocence and credulity.
This has turned your wrath on me
Who is putting up with all wickedness.
You are accusing me most unjustly
Holding forth dire and dangerous threats.
That Rattinanki has concocted tales
And passed them on to you through ‘ministers
Is obvious and clear.
She would have gifted them liberally
Money and gold
To play a false and hypocritical role.
Afterall, what is there
That wealth cannot buy?
‘Man can be made to utter anything
If you fill their coffers with gold.
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151.  The word money
Would make even corpses gape,
Greedy men are wont
To swallow money
Money breeds virtue
It also acts as bape
Motivates heinous crimes.
Money makes people speak
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Of the unreal as real

And solid permanent things
False and illusory.

Your messengers

Have been enticed by money
And are fabricating events
Unseen by them,

You are too simple

To give them credence.

Prose: She continued to speak.
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152.

153.

Qesuiiupe D&M

A Tale -of Betrayal

That Z\kasvépi, the good angel
Appeared on earth

Is Rattinanki’s tall tale.

She hoped that the King would repeat it
Confirming my sin.

Why did not the Good angel,

Who appeared before an incestuous son
Come here and deliver the message?
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153. When Cittiranki pooh poohed
The Good Angel
That it failed to deliver the message
In everybody’s presence
The Angel was stung to the quick,
Resolved to expose the wicked queen
Lo! it appeared before the King and his men,
Listen everybody,
I shall tell you a piece of information
Sufficiently traumatic to elders and betters.
All the acts of cruelty
To which Carankataran was subjected
Were the workings of destiny.
Oh King, You were but an instrument
In the hands of Divine will,
But Cittirariki is a great sinner
Who deliberately twisted truth.
Her obnoxious lies made the King
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154.

A Tale of Betrayal

Order exemplary punishment.
The wicked and guilty one
Is now shivering with fear,
Terror-stricken is she
Because of her unworthy act

See, how visibly her limbs shake
And head held low

To hide her shame and guilt.

Tongue-tied is she because of sin,

Gone are her pride and cruelty,

She has resigned herself to meeting death.
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154. The King eyed Cittiranki
Notorious for her gift of gab,
Consumed with rage,
He gnashed his teeth. '
Most sinful one! You built up such monstrous lies
That I became confused and restless.
How skilfully you presented facts
Inspired by the spirit of revenge!
Nili, the cunning and deceitful
Lacking any semblance of mercy
How cleverly you victimised
An innocent youngster
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Rendering my verdict

Incongruous with hard facts.

Though you succeeded in trapping him
The very chatter that helped you

Has sadly betrayed you.
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155. The King gave vent to his wrath
On unscrupulous Cittiranki
Ordered firmly that she be pushed
Into a dilapidated well
Deep and awe-inspiring.
While she sank into the wild abyss,
Body shaking uncontrollably,
He filled it with limestone
Pouring boiling water on it.
While the body charred,
More gravel and pebbles were dropped.
His anger subsided
Only when the corporeal remains got mangled.
A deep sigh of relief escaped him
After despatching her to death.

Prose: After despatching Cittiranki to the land of death, iKing Naréntira went to
Rattinanki who fell at his feet, her eyes filled with tears. He embraced Rattipanki and
both were lost in sorrow. What did the King tell Rattinanki?
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156. Lady, as luminous as lightning,
So the King addressed Rattinariki,
Unknowing that Cittiranki
Had brought false charges against Carankataran,
" I hastily meted out extreme punishment.
Poor me, I didn’t listen to your words
Nor to the sage counsel of elders and ministers.
Ignoring the truth
‘That lay in the words of the defendants,
I gave a verdict
Lacking in fairplay and objectivity.
What a folly,
I believed every word
The wicked woman uttered
And lost my son, alas,
A boon of the Gods!
It is indeed a pity
That I did not beseech Civa
To grant him immunity
Against calumny.
My sorrow shall be eternal
I have to bear the cross of blame
Lamented the sad king.
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157. Revered King, what is the use of doleful talk
Will it help reviving our son?
Your obstinacy cost his life,
Belated sorrow is a futile exercise.
When I fervently pleaded with you
You remained stonily mute.
Now all is over,
Sorrow is our lot.
Cittiranki, the painter’s envy
Has done a wicked deed
Which has made grief permanent.
Not a day will pass
Without our wallowing in misery.
Are the dung balls of a goat
Capable of shouldering kingship?
If responsibility is wilfully thrust on undeserving
Sorrow shall follow without fail.
Look at the fate of Cittiranki
Pointing to a significant Jesson of life
Good deeds and evil ones
Inevitably boomerang on the doer.
Dear King, we have now no choice
But weep our days to destruction
So spoke Rattinanki
And sighed in despair.
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Prose: What did Rajanarentiran tell the grief-stricken Rattinanki?
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158. Rattinanki, your sorrow is such
That it can never be wiped
My grief is of my own making.
Protecting one’s child
Whether crippled or blind
Deaf or sans sex |
Is the bounden duty
Of any parent, worth the name,
So it is said.
Let us go to the forest
And recover our son .
Who has lost his hands and legs
Let there be at least a child,
To call our own.
So saying, the King moved to the forest
Followed by Rattinanki.
Search for the son
Ended in finding his limbs,
Rattinanki -picked the mutilated hand
In hers adorned by bejewelled bangle,
Her flower-like eyes
Shed a tear of grief!
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159. Bewailing the death of her darling boy
Rattinanki exclaimed: My son,
Your hands are licking forest dust
Ants and flies of the jungle
Abounding in dancing spirits and gnomes
Are making a feast of them,
The hands that should hold a book
And the golden writing tool. . )
Your mouth which used to utter endearingly
Mother’s name repeatedly
Has lost its voice and is mute.
Hands that should eat festive dishes
Of milk, rice and vegetables
Have been most cruelly cut off
And lie lifeless like logs,
Poor me! 1 am ordained to see this.
Son of divine grace,
The hope of my lineage,
Whither have you fled?
Can’t you see your mother
Lamenting your loss?
Don’t you feel any pity for her?
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Won’t you come back to me?

Perhaps the wild beasts

Have fed their young ones

On your body sweet

And wandering about carefree.

Son, were your corporeal remains

Eaten by the wild tiger?

Rajanarentiran stood motionless

And spoke out his feelings of grief.

Dear Son, taking Cittiranki on her word,

I meted out cruel punishment to you
Unknowing her obnoxious thoughts

I ordered the mutilation of your limbs.
Nitimantri spoke of the error of judgment,
Your mother also appealed' to me,
Overlooking their wise words,

I acted in a hard-hearted way.

The subsequent events have been eye openers
And T sincerely regret my folly.

The messengers reported to me the divine voice,
I too heard it in Cittiranki’s presence

Those were indeed ominous words \
Which once and for all sealed Cittiranki’s fate
And revealed to me the truth,

Son, once again I express regret

For my thoughtless act.

Are you angry with me

For giving credence to Cittiranki’s words

And meting out severe punishment?

Do you think it is sin too look at me?

Tears well up because of the Siren
Who totally misled me.
Fate has so decreed

That life hag become a vale of tears.
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Son, come near me, pity me

Wipe off my deep sorrow

So prattled King Rajanarentiran.

Seeing the sorrow of the King

The Cittar Makentira

Beckoned Carankataran

Who now stood before them

In flesh and blood!
Prose: Réjanaréhtirag and Rattinanki embraced their son who prostrated before them.
The King lamented his folly in listening to the words of Cittiranki. What did
Carankataran say by way of reply?
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160.  Sir I was not guilty of misdemeanor

Or any act of sin;
Thanks to my past deeds
I was born as your son
And bore a blame undeservedly.
God does not will
That we should henceforth live together.
Sage Makeéntirar has helped
In restoring my lost limbs.
Let me assure you
That all my actions
Have been worthy of you.
So saying he fell
At the feet of his parents.
The Cittar’s supernatural powers
Made him vanish forthwith.
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161. The parents were bewildered
At the sudden disappearance of son.
Darling boy, why have you left us
Bewailed the aged ones,

- In deeper sorrow, greater grief
Their plight resembled the ant
Caught between blazing flames.
Son, why don’t you join us
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And cheer up our lives?

How we felt happy

That the lost object had been recovered
And you would take over

The reins of government.

Is it fair to converse with us for a while’'
And vanish so abruptly?
Lamented the parents.

Prose: While grieving thus, Rajanarentiran saw a dream and spoke:
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162. The son who spoke with me has vanished,
Bereft am I of a worthy successor.
No more shall I call myself the ruler of Makentirapuram
Better it would be to lay down my life.
Minister dear, I shall not stir out this wood,
I shall die here '
You go and take the reins of government
Since your sense of justice is exceptional.
Hearing this, the minister said,
Can a cat ever occupy
The cave of the tiger?
I wonder why you are talking
In a rather confused strain.
In the Maha Bharata war,
When Apiman lost his life
Arjuna tried to kill himself,
Let me recollect to you Lord Krisnan’s words
Spoken in this context
To console the bereaved father.
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163.

The Pantavas who played at dice
With the Kauravas

Lost their Kingdom and all.

As ordered by Turiyotana,

They spent twelve years in forest
And one year in cognito.

When the stipulated period was over,
They sent Kannan as their agent

To claim the Kingdom.

Kannan reaching Hastinapuram
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Went to Vitura's house,

The minister of Turiyotana,
Accepted the host’s hospitality
Which included a grand feast.
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164. On behalf of the Pantavas,
Kannan their emissary
Beseeched Turiyotana
To restore their rightful kingdom

Lost in the game of dice
To the Pantavas.

This drove .Turiyétana

Bearing the snake on his flag

To a paroxysm of wild fury.

Spoke he in wrath,

Have the Pantavas lost their valour,
Is their doomsday nearing?

To make me eat humble pie,

You have agreed to act as messenger,
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165.

But beware, your scheming and intriguing
Shall not befool me.

Listen, I for one, will not restore

Either their Kingdom or other possessions
Entrusted to my custody.

Then Kannan wanted Turiyotanan

To fix a date for war.

Eighteen days shall we fight

And fight in full swing

Thundered angry Turiyotanan.

When Kannan broke the news of war

To the Pantava brothers,

Tarumaputtira held his head low

In dread of bloodshed,

His four brothers were quite excited

And stood with raised shoulders.

They fell at.the feet of Kannan

Paid obeisance to the wearer of the tulasi garland.

(SissT LIS GwBLiy) SFlbenLt

Qaurtserib g Gu@w@gpg B b Bewrii GoiT | st
[T D pieuri ST i Guwasr 2 SaiusQarm® G memmar

Qmuréemil oysas ST UGGarT

T&@Brmenl] eTeybLIHL . GLP
oyreaus@amy GuireriGuim Loyt e b & et
gevariifl GariaerienL qur@Gmwa; &G mewf]
CaanarQuIm® LiEh&Fa(bLD G&rr 5O\ &GV & e b STIT
Qe sent SL_aGLTE Aot Bt & ZUBUT &L b FTaha
GBI SILGT apeTTIOET EhSS0E Sereic)
qmg@@w QT SSTLD qg@gwm@u Sy &5
g/rﬂGu_l/T SETGT ST Gl Fhew & Hevll TQuavetravd
S1Gs ararGuied &of pewiGews Ll



382 A Tale of Betrayal

wrwenery) e n e Hm aureraflFwer Grifey
Carumart smsarueL s Qe semen._
Qurhl wrlEQeing wigsla meruIQe.

CuimrsQs18) Cal’ L LmeTL_eaiser wBlpEECur® B)Xwssmias. Qseryeisar,
s@a), sremer, (Suwar, g@rmemer, Quumrssmd), HFUSSTLOG 3y Buseuiser
el ugQerrn Ns@GRrTel Len_ser Gwd aMGurgarsr Gummég
Yool L mér,

wrenew, g&Heny, G, YT GTETEUD BT Dt _wiT SN T GG Tend

LIGDL_S6T  Gphs T,  LImeRTL_ourt BUGD  THTSET  mUUl L _riser.
sLQaur@se CurSug Gume Qouo_aepn  Guor S vietresfleiar (B
Briedr  QuenGuri  mi_pg g &5 G QQ@&T@@&rpnm Brer Gt
OF L= G D prige msGerm GgurGsr A dgnflever s S(BLOL & B)reneer
GPpovowinsd  Gam neg. g Govarn HQosir gy Quilgio QE@ssmer  gMuer.
wrselled S GorarBarr®  s@WGLITT Bepss,  s@LGLITF QFdnussmnigu
GLienehGeanar Guim(p, DT LETE Gevlenits gygniCi ewr e, Qariipg Qo m MlaurenLd
aflad @/Guo b Sl HHESFeTRarm(Pib, sevwewr iy Qe Gin Cembgr Quir@uor g

BUSET  LieovL_Fevar eraflermair. @res® LISOL_SHLD  sayd QYTuTT TR
QimidGuin s A& ips D,

- FhsEy weeT, &ml
LT ai(b6@  allaal gen g
@58 eriwn seyer a@(maurt;

@WSEEN 1) mssassir; Sfwsgnisameacs
L b Qug paer. K5GCrment -~ swri 2

Ll - @Beng. Yooy - SO & gyFwd
Quimiien_. ururys - QYT QUTTD,

ur8o 8. &3rmemt LI T & geurr &pestlu eir LDG T,

sofgsart. uurssrm . BBGY  wereriaefer
afledour @eflusrt. SEUSSTOGT -5 Beny
vram_aGrr@ Gurr/ﬂ.‘;_l_mcﬁr; @g@?aﬂ w
Qo s eraraisans Qareser__ BT Hue
QuienGumr. LA -

;&qu‘r@ma’; - b sedewsgeuiasr 2. of s Qewmrrer 3. CepQ 55155 SuB ST,
Y I HSEL CGurr Q flab S. 3 ; ;
gy syewmafled 5 Goerrarrenuls s g 6. NG srer 7.

VIRIE - B,

&51G soar, UlLosirear elourt serfl s gian,
@&u}g_,n@mmm,rm % vrsenaas  (SulearGerg

94)



FITTMIG ST T WL FSHTETLD 383

165. The Pantavas were elated
To hear the tidings of war.
The infantry of Turiyotana
Consisting of Cakuni, Karna Bisma,
Turona, Kripa and Asvattama
Got ready to fight.
When their cavalry
Of fighters on elephant, horse
Chariot and men were sighted,
The five Pantavas began the onslaught,
Like sea dashing against sea.
They fiercely fought
For twelve long days.
When on the thirteenth day
The war was renewed,
Turiyotana wanted to defeat Taruma
Without resort to chicanery or cheat.
Uncle Cakuni was despatched
With a powerful platoon
To fight Vima, the Valiant.
Next orders were given
To fight Arjuna with bow and sword
Renowned for success and Krisna.
Both the armies
Became absorbed in the fury of battle

Prose: When Nakulan, Cakateévan and Apiman were present, what did Vima do?
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166. With the intent of capturing Taruman
Turiyotana summoned him to fight.
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On hearing this,
Vima flew into a rage
Let out a cry

Like Lord Siva on the Armageddon eve,
Fought fiercely like the avenging fire.
Drawing his sword,

He cut the limbs of the advancing men,
Broke their shoulders, scattered the men,
Sliced the trunks of elephants
Slaughtered horses, killed soldiers
Emerged triumphant

After a fierce battle.

Then he was told that young Apiman was in the fray
Which made him sad and furious.

When Turiyotana saw Vima,
The son of the wind god
Marching menacingly

He knew that a combination of the two,
Vima and Arjuna,

Would make them as dreadful and dangerous
As alliance between wind and fire,
And sure defeat for the Kaurava army.
No purpose in lamenting late

- It is better to be on guard,
Turiyotana brought this to the notice of
Kama, King of Anka.
Forthwith Karna swept into the battle field
Like a burning ember

Created a block in the path of Vima
With a Konrai garland

So that he can scarcely hope to near Apiman.
Meanwhile like a roaring ocean )

Soldiers of Kaurava army surrounded Apiman,
Did not allow him any space to move,
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Dreadfully massacred him limb by limb.
The head of the divine seat at Dwaraka,
Krisna saw the beastly act

And invoked Intira, Arjuna’s dad

Who forthwith appeared before him.

If only your son Arjuna

Comes to know of his son’s premature end,
He is sure to kill himself.

Take such steps

As would prevent such an occurrence.
Intira materialised

A pit of fire in Arjuna’s path

Himself disguised as a brahmin

Going round and round the conflagration
To end his life.

Kannan and Arjunan

Witnessed the act of the brahmin
Attempting self-immolation,

Arjuna caught his hand

And asked him the cause of woe

"The sad brahmin said ‘

That he had lost his son

Obtained by prolonged penance.
Henceforth why should he nurture body
Preordained to decay and destruction.

As the brahmin had taken a firm resolve
To put an end to his life,

He wanted Arjuna to leave his hold.

Is it proper to end one’s life

For the loss of a son?

Does Dharma and righteousnéss warrant it,
Give up the act

Beseeched Arjunan.

The brahmin posed a question to Arjuna
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Whether he would in a-similar predicament
Choose to live.

If the answer was a categorical yes
Confirmed by an oath

The brahmin agreed to abide

By Arjuna’s counsel.

Arjuna clasped the extended brahmin’s hand
Swore that he would retain life

If his son predeceased him.

When the brahmin departed

Arjuna and his four brothers

Were sunk in inexplicable sorrow
Expressed visibly on their visage.

They thought that the incident

Heralded some mighty catastrophe.
Confused and vewildered.

Arjuna offered salute at his brother’s feet.

Prose: What did Taruma tell Arjuna?
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167. Brother Arjuna, Kiriti,
Your son Apiman is no more;
The war has taken a toll of his life.
Arjuna resolved forthwith
To light a funeral pyre
And confine his body to it.
Krisna again invoked Intira
Who appeared in brahmin’s disguise.
Spoke he, son, keep your promise,
Give up thoughts of self immolation.
On hearing the words of the brahmin
Arjuna took a solemn vow
That he would destroy his son’s killer
Ere next evening; otherwise would plunge
Into fire and kill himself.
To help Arjuna keep promise
Kannan took him to Mount Kailas,
Obtained for him Siva’s bow
Taught him the sacred words
Of mother goddess Umai.
Taruma soon came to know
Of Krisna's urgent mission
To make Arjuna victorious,
The vanquisher of all woes!
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168. When Taruma was informed
Of Arjuna’s solemn vow
He was anxious to know
Whether scheming Turiyotana
Had planned a despicable act
To trap his brother Arjuna.
Off he sent a trusted emissary to Turiyotana,
To ascertain the truth.
When the messenger’s arrival was reported,
Turiyotana sent word to uncle Cakuni,
Ridiculed the emissary “
Spoke lowly of him
And set out to fight the next day’s battle
Surrounded by fawning vassal kings.
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169. Arjuna pulled the strings of his bow
Pacupatam, bright as the Sun God,
Routed every one of the soldiers
Who advanced towards him.

In vain, he searched for Cayittiran,

Son of the King of Sind, Vrittakshattiran,
Where did he disappear, '
Whither fled?

Anxiously he addressed Krisna,

The bearer of the disc.

Kanna, the pearl coloured one,
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170.

The Sun is threatening to set

And I am yet to fulfill the oath,

How can I wreak vengeance,

When the enemy is not there?

When Arjuna made a fervent appeal,
The Lord who once went to rescue Prahlata
In the form of a Man-lion,

Covered the Sun with his golden disc.
Mistaking the darkness for sundown
Cayittiran came out of his hide

To witness Arjuna’s self immolation.
Kannan forthwith withheld the disc
That shaded the bright sun,

Lo, darkness dispelled without a trace

And evening continued as ever.
Then addressed Kannan,

The Lord of the Universe

The son of the King of Sind,

Drop your bow and arrow!

These words of Kannan

Made Arjuna surmise

That Cayittaran, the evading opponent
Was right in front of him!
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170. Arjuna released an arrow
That sliced Cayattiratan’s head
Who deserved it for his wicked act;
The head got neatly seated
On Vruttaksatra’s palms,
The arrow receding to sender.
Arjuna, Krisna and others

26
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Rejoiced over their success,

Singing merrily they reached their residence
Where Arjuna addressed Krisna:
Krishna, the enchanted one, Kovinta,
Son of Tevaki, Matava

The controller of ccosmic life

In all its stages

The one worthy of obeisance

By Gods and saints

I wish to meet my son

Which alone will give me peace.
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171. Sir, if I fail to see my son,
* Life will cease to be,
Lamented Arjunan.
Kannan forthwith took him
To the celestial regions



400

172.

A Tale of Betrayal

And pointed to him his son Apiman,
Who looked verily an angel.

See Arjuna, see for yourself

Your darling son,

Better you call him by name
Suggested Kannan.

Arjuna beckoned his son

Who cast an indifferent look

Smiling rather cynically,

The son earnestly asked,

When was 1 your son, sir,

Are you really serious?

Know that in this birth

I am not your son

For you to claim any kinship.
Disgusted with his son’s reply

Arjuna returned sadder and wiser

To the world below

Where he carned the appellation Vicayan.
Oh King of Rajamakentirapuram,

Are you not familiar with this tale?
Your son Carankataran’s story

Strikes a close parallel;

True, he was born as your son

Thanks to earlier deeds

And fell a victim to slander undeserved.
He shall not come to you again

As elevated to a higher and nobler plane
Destined to live with Cittar eternally.
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172.  Minister Nitimaintan addressed the King,
Sir, welcome to Rajamakéntirapuram
He was all love and sincerity.
The King and Queen Rattinanki,
With minds free of delusions
Offered prayer to the Almighty.
Civa, all-knowing!
How kind of you to have blessed us
With a son of sterling merits!
Then the king and the queen
Entered the city
In the company of the minister
Of the same age as their son.
Hence forth, mused they,
The minister shall be our surrogate son.
Thanks to the blessings of brahmins,
Rajanarentira continued to rule
Makentirapuram ad infinitum.
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173. Whoever reads Carankataran’s tale,
Rendered in mellifluous Tamil verse
Or listens to it with rapt attention
Shall beget worthy sons and kinsmen;
Divine glory shall be theirs
And creature comforts like dress and jewels,
All glory to their lineage and merits
Longevity shall be their’s
And a life of fulfillment!
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174.  Let there be happiness and light

Let there be bliss

To the generous soul, the elevated one
Eulogised by king and cupid alike.
Let Goddess Lakgmi

The eldest with bright forehead

Attain bliss,

Let the one with Lotus feet,

The source of Vetas,

The versatile one

With- matted locks and the crescent moon,
Lord Civa enjoy bliss!

Also his spouse Civa Cankari!

Let Civa with abode in Mount Kailas
And Ambikai enjoy bliss!

Civa at whose feet, the Gods and brahmins
And the virtuous prostrate
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Who wears the snake as ornament

And has three eyes!

Let happiness be the lot

Of Pacupatinata and Unnamulai,

The presiding deities of Mataiyampati temple

Well-known all over the world.

Let there be bliss

To Lord Krisna and his loving spouses

Rukmani and Catyapama!

Let happiness and bliss visit

Lord Narayana and Puspavalli Tevi

Residing in Tiruvenkata hills

Also known as Ceta Acalam,

Narayana, who wears fulsi garlands

And eulogised as Arihari,

By the virtuous and devout.

Let there be bliss and glory

To Lord Kovinta of Makentirapuri

Who is seated on a Lotus,

To the happiness of Narayana

Known as Nantan and Mukuntan and Kovintan

Who has assumed the role of the presiding deity of .
Matayampati

And is liberally conferring his blessings

On the earnest and devout!

Let there be eternal happiness!
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