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A. TIRUKKURAL IN INDIAN LANGUAGES

Bengali

70. NALINI MOHAN SANYAL. (Tr.)

Tirukkural, First Edn., Calcutta, Bangiya Sahitya Parisha

Mandir, 1939
Gujarathi
71. NAJNKLAL CHOKSI. (Tr.)

Sadupadesa Saugrah, First Edn., Ahmedabad, Sastu Sahitya

1931.
72. KANTILAL L. KALANL

Tirukkural in Gujarathi, Bombay, 1971



Hindi
(@) Translations:
73. JANI, GOVIND RAI

Kural (in verse) First 2 Pts,, First Edn., Delhi, 1942.
74. JAIN, B.D.

Tirukkural, 3 Pts., First Ed@., Tirupananthal, Kasi Mutt, 1951
75. KHEMANAND RAKAT.

Tirukkural, Pts., 1 & 2; First Edn., Ajmere, Sasta Sahitya
Mandali, 1924 N

76. KHEMANAND RAKAT.

Tamil Veda, Second Edn., New Delhi, Sasta Sahitya Mandali,
1959

77. SHANKAR RAJU NAIDU, S.

Tirukkural in Hindi, First Edn., Madras, University of
Madras, 1958

78. VENKATA KRISHNAN, M.G.

Tirukkural, Pts., 1; First Edn., Tiruchi, Tirukkural, 1964
(b) Srudies :

79. SETH, R.X.

A comparitive study of Tiruvalluvar and Kabir (in Hindi),
First Edn., National Publishing House, New Delhi, 1972

Kannada
80. GUNDAPPA, L. (Tr)

Tirukkural Dharma bhaga, First Edn., Bangalor, 195 5;
Second Edn., Southern Languages Book Trust, Madras, 1960

81. SRIKANTAIYA, B.B. (Tr)

Kural (Extracts), First Edn., Bangalore, 1940
Malayalam

82. AZHAKATHU KURUP. (Tr.)
Tirukkurai (verse), First Edn., Trivandrum, 1875
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83. BHASKARAN NAIR, G. (Tr.)
Kural, Pt. 1, with Commentary, First Edn., Tiruvallam, 1963
84. DAMODARAM PILLAIL P. (Tr.)

Tirukkural Manikal (For children), First Edn., Trivandrum,
Balan Publications, 1951.

85. GOPALA KURUP, Vennikulam. (Tr.)

Tirukkural, 2 Pts., First Edn., Kottayam, National Book Stall,
1960.

86. GOVINDA PILLAL A. (Tr.)

Tirukkural, First Edn., Trivandrum, N.p..
87. KRISHNA VAIDYAN, Perunelli, (Tr.)

Kural , Pt., 1. Selections, Tiruvandrum, N.D.
88. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAI, Sastamangalam. (Tr.)

Ramakrishna Tirukkural, First Edn., Tiruvandrum,
Kamalalaya Printing works, 1957.

89. RAMASWAMY IYER, L.V. (Ed.)

Kural in prose Containing the Tamil Couple in Malayalam,
First written in 1595 by an unknown writer, Published in the
Bulletin of the Rama varma Research Institute, Vol. VI, Pt.
II; Vol, VIIL, Pt. I; Vol. IX, Pt. 1 in 1938, 1940 and 1941.

Marathi
90. SANE GURUIJL, P.S. (Tr.)

Kural, Teen Purushartha, First Edn., Poona, Continental
Prakashan, 1948

Sanskrit
91. APPA VAJAPEYIN. (Tr.)

Suniti Kusuma Mala, First Edn., Kumbakonam, Gopala
Vilasa Press, Gururajachariar, 1922.

92. SANKARA SUBRAMANYA SASTRI. (Tr.)
Sugati Ratnaakaraa, in the journal ‘Sahridaya’ 1937-°40.
93. SRI RAMA DESIKAN. (Tr.)

Tirukkural in Sanskrit Sloges, Pt. 1., First Edn., Madras,
Sarasa Kala Nilayam, 1961. ‘



94, UNKNOWN

Verse with Hindi Prose, Delhi, 1956
Telugu
95. JAGGANNA SASTRI. (Mudiganti)

Tiruvalluvar Sooktulu, First Edn., W. Godavari, Palleturu,
Granthamandal, 1952.

96. JALAYYA (Tr.)

Nitisudha, First Edn., Madras, Vijnanajvala Pracuranalu,
1955

97. LAKSHMI NARAYANA SASTRI, C. (Tr.)
Kural (Selections), 1906
98. NARASIMHALU NAIDU, SOKKAM, (Tr.)

Thiruvargamu (Selections), First Edn., Madras Chengalvaraya
Naicker’s Orphanage Press, 1892.

99. RADHAKRISHNA SARMA CALLA. (Tr.)
Tamil Vedamu, First Edn., Madras, 1954
100. SRIPATHY SASTRY, S. (Tr.)
Sripaduiu (Kural in Telugu), First Edn., Madras, 1966.
101. SRIRAMULU REDDY, P. (Tr.)
Thirivargamu, First Ed., Puthalapatti, 1948.
102. VIDYANANTHA NATHA, K.V. (Tr.)
Trivarga Prodipika, 1887; 1894.
Urdu
103. SUHRAWARY, HASARAT, (Tr.)

Kural in Urdu, First Edn., New Delhi, Sahitya Academi, 1965.

B. TIRUKKURAL IN ASIAN LANGUAGES
Burmese

104. MYO THANT, U. (Tr.)

Thirukkural, First, Ed;ni,liRangooh, ﬁénbe Nattukottai
Chettiyar Education Trust, 1964.



Chinese

105. CH’EENG HSI. (Tr.)
Ku-la-chen-yen, Tirukkural in Chinese, First Edn., Hong
Kong, University of Hong Kong Press, 1967

Malay

106. ISMAIL, HUSSEIN. (Tr.)

Tirukkural Sastera Kalasik Tamil Yang, First Edn., Kuala
Lampur, University of Malaya, 1967.

107. RAMLY BIN THAKIR. (Tr.)
Thirukkural, First Ed., Kuala Lumpur, Kural Iyakkam, 1964.

Sinhalese
108. CHARLES DE SILVA.

Tirukkural in Sinhalese, First Ed., Colombo, Sri Lanka
Sahitya Mandalaya, 1964.

109. MISIGAMY, M (Tr.)

Tirukkural, First Edn., Ceylon, 1961
Fiji
110. BERWICK, S.L. (Tr.)

Na Tirukkurala, First Edn., Nadi-Fizi Islands, Sri Ramakrishna
Mission, 1964.

C. TIRUKKURAL IN EUROPEAN LANGUAGES

Czech

111. KAMIL ZVELEBIL. (Tt.)
Tirukkural (Selections) in “‘Now Orient,” Prague, From 1952-
54

Dutch

112.KAT, D. (Tr.)
Tiruyalluvar‘s Tirﬁkkural (Selections), Netherlands, 1964



English
(@) Translations by European Scholars :

113. DREW, W.H. Rev. (Tr.)

The Cural of Tiruvalluvar First Ed., Madras, Ramanujak
kavirayar Edn., American Mission Press, 1840

114. DREW, W.H. & LAZARUS, J. (Tr.)

Tirnkkural, First Edn.; Madras, Teaching publishing Hous,
1956; Second Edn., 1967

115. ELLIS, F.W. (Tr.)
Tirukkural on virtue with Commentary, First Edn., Madras,
1812; Second Edn., University of Madras, 1955

116. EMMONS, E. WHITE. (Tr.)

The Wisdom of India (A part), First Edn., New York, The
Peter Pauper Press, 1968 ’

117. GOVER, CHARLES, E. (Tr.)

Odes from the Cural in English verse (A chapter in the Folk

Songs of Southern India), First Edn., Madras, Higginbothams,
1871

118. KINDERSLEY, N.E. (Tr.)

Teroo Valluvar Kual on The Ocean of wisdom (Extracts), A

chapter in the ‘specimens of Hindoo Literature’, First Edn.,
London, W. Bulmer & Co., 1794

119.LAZARUS, Rev. J. (Tr.)

Tirukkural, Appended to the Tamil Edition by Murugesa
Mudaliar, Madras, 1885

120.POFPE, G.U.

The “Sacred’ Kural of Tiruvailuva Nayanar with introduction,

grammar, Translation & notes, First Edn., London, Henry
Frowde, 1886

121. POPE. G.U. DREW, W H. LAZARUS, JOHN, & ELLIS, F.W.

Tirukkural with English Translanons First Edn., Madras,
S.I.S.S.W.P. Society, 1970



122. POPLEY, H.A.

The Sacred Kural, First Edn., Calcutta, The Heritage of India
Series, 1931

123. ROBINSON, EDWARD JEWITT. (Tr.)

Cural : A metrical Translation of the first 240 couplets,
precceded by a biographical sketch of Tiruvalluvar (A chapter
in ‘Tamil Wisdom”), First Ed., London, 1878

124. ROBINSON, EDWARD JEWITT. (Tr.)

Metrical Translation of Part T & II of Kural, with the
biography of Tiruvalluvar called “The Divine Pariah” forms
part of ‘Tales and Poems of South India,” London, 1886

(b) Translations by Indian Scholars

125. ATYER, V.V.S. (Tr.)
Kaural Maxims of Tiruvalluvar, 4th Edn., Madras, Amudha
Nilayam, 1961

126. ARANGANATHA MUDALIAY, A. (Tr.)

Tirukkural, Commentary in Tamil with English Translation,
2nd Edn., Madras, Suvarna vilas, 1949

127. BALASUBRAMIANIAM, K.M. (Tr.)
Tirukkural of Tiruvalluvar, Tamil Text and English
Translation with notes and Comments, First Edn., Madras,
Manali Lakshmana Mudaliar’s Specific Endowments, 1962
128. CHAKRAVARTIL A. (Tr.)
Tirukkural with English Translation with Commentary and
Introduction, First Edn., Madras, Diocesan Press, 1953
129. CHINNARAJAN, V. (Tr.)
The Kural gems, First Edn., Udumalpet, Gopalaratna Gupta,
1967
130. ISAAC THANGIAH. (Tr.)

Tirukkural in English with Parimel Alakar’s Commentary
(First two chapters only), First Edn., Madras, N.D.
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131. MADHAVAIYYA, A. (Tr.)

Kural in English (Selections) with Commentary in Tamil,
First Edn., Madras, Panchamirtham Press, 1925

132. MICHAEL, S M. (Tr.)

The Sacred Aphorisms of Tiruvallavar, First Edn., Nagar
Koil, v.p.

133. MUTHUSWAMY, R. {Tr)

Tirukkural in English, First Edn., Madurai, Vivekananda
Press, 1965

134. PARAMESWARAN [YER, T.V. (Tr.)

108 gems from the sacred kural, First Edn., Kottavam,
Jagadamba Vidhya Vihar, 1928

135. PARAMESWARAN PILLAY, V.K. (Tr)
Kural, First Edn., Madras, N.0.
136. PURNALINGAM PILLAIL M.S. (Ir.)

The Kural in English, First Ed., Tirunelveli, Kanthimathi
nathan Press, 1942

137. RAJAGOPALACHAR], C. (Tr.)

Kural -The Great Book of Tiruvalluvar, First Edn., 1937,

Secon Edn., Bombay, Bharatiya Vidhya Bhavan, 1965
138. RANA GOPALA ATYANGAR, M.R. (Tr)

Tirukkural, First Edn., Kumbakonam, nN.p.

139. RAMACHANDRA, DIKSHITAR, V.R. (Tr))

Tirukkural with Roman Transliteration and Commentary,
First Edn., Madras, Adyar Library, 1949

140. SABARATNA MUDALIAR, S.(Tr)
Kural, First Edn., Madras, 1920
141. SRINIVASAN, KASTHURI, (Tr)

Tirukkural-An Ancient Tamil classic, First Edn., Bombay,
Bharatiya Vidhya Bhavan, 1969
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142. SUDDHANANDA BHARATI (voar)

Tirukkural with English Couplets, First Edn., Madras,
S.I.S.S.W.P. Society, 1968

143. SUDDHANANDA BHARATI (YOGIS

Tirukkural Couplets, with clear prose renderings, First Edn.,
Madras, S.I.S.S.W.P. Society, 1970

144. THANGASWAMI, I.D. (Tr.)

Tirukkural (Selections), First Ed., Madras, Progressive
Printers, 1954

115, TIRUNAVUKKARASU, Mrs. (Tr.)

Kural : A Selection of 366 verses (A gem for each day) in
English, First Edn., Poona, 1916

146. VADIVELU CHETTIYAR, K. (Tr.)

Kural in English (with Parmelalagar’s Commentary in
Tamil), Second Edn., Madras, Sacchidhanantha Press, 1919

147. VANMIKANATHAN, G. (Tr.)

The Tirukkural, First Ed., Tiruchirappalli, The Tirukkural
Prachar Sangh, 1969

Studies :

148. APPADURAIL K.
The Mind and Though of Tiruvalluvar, First Edn., Madras,
Sekar Publications, 1966

149. ARASU, SR.V.:
Kural and demogratic Socialism, First Ed., Madras Thayakam
Publications, 1969

150. ARASU, S.R.V.
Voice of Valluvar, First Ed., Madras, Thayakam Publications,
1972

151. CHAKRAVARTI, A.

Tiruvalluvar’s Kural, Presidential Addrass to the Kural
Conferrence, Madras, 1949
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152. DURAISWAMI PILLAIL A.

An Introduction to the study of Tiruvalluvar, First Edn.,
Madurai, 1962

153. GLAZOV, Yu. Ya.
Morphemic An ysis of the Language of Tirukkual, First

Edn., Moscow; Nauk Publishing House, 1967. (Part I in

Introduction to the historical grammar of the Tamil
Language)

154. GNANADURAI LAWRENCE

Love in St. John’s Gospel and the Kural, First Ed., Sivakasi,
1970

155. KAMALIAHK. C,,

Preface in the Kural, M. Seshachalam & Co., Madras, 1973
156. MUTHUKUMARASWAMY, R.

Tiruvalluvar and Tirukkural, Published bS/ Director of
Teachers’ Club, Walajabad, 1969

157. MUTHURAMAN, M.

Kural and Geetha, First Edn., Madras, United Printers, 1969
158. MUTHURAMAN, M.,

Kural and Geetha, First Ed., Madras, United Printers, 1969
159 NATESAN, V.

Tiruvalluvar’s Life and Message to the world. First Edn.,
Madras, 1968

160. PURNALINGAM PILLAI, M.S.

Critical studies in Kuraf, First Edn., Munnirpallam,
Tirunelvelly, The Bibliotheca, 1929
161. SOMASUNDARA BHARATHI, S.

Tiruvalluvar, First Edn., Madurai, Navalar Somasundara
Bharathiar Educational Charity Trust Publications, 1966

* Added by the Editor
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162. SOMASUNDARAM PILLAI, M.

Thiruvalluvar and Brahmanism, First Edn., Ambattur, Avvai
Illam, 1969

163. THIRUMATHI SORNAMMAL ENDOWMENT LECTURES
ON TIRUKKURAL - 1959-60 to 1968-69

Part I - English, First Edn., Madras, University of Madras,
1971
Lectures : -

1. Thani Nayagam, Xavier, S.
Aspects of Tamil Humanism.

2. Natarajan, B.
Economic Ideas of Thiruvalluvar.

3. Kothandapani Pillai, K.
Thirukkural - Kamaththuppal

4. Meenakshisundaram, T.P.
Philosophy of Tiruvalluvar

5. Devasenapathi, V.A.
The Ethics of the Tirukkural

6. Aram, M.
Tirukkural, Its Relevance for the Modern world

7. Subramaniam, Shanmuga.
Concepts of Law in Thirukkural

8. Murugesa Mudaliar, N.
Polity in Tirukkural

9. Balasubramaniam, K.M.
A Twentieth Century Assessment of Tirukkural
(d) Bibliography :
164. THIRUMALAI MUTHUSWAMY, A.

A Bibliography on Tirukkural, First Edn., Madurai,
Meenakshi Puthaga Nilayam, 1962
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Finnish
165. PENTTI AALTO

Kural-The Ancient Tamil classic, First Edn., Helsinki,
Finland, 1972

French

166. ARIEL, E. (Tr.)

Kura! de Tiruvalluvar (Fragments), Traduits du Tamoul,
Journal Asiatique, Paris, 1848-1852.

167. BARRIGUE de FONTAINEW, de. (Trs.)

Le livre de I’ Amour de Trouvallouva, pt. 3 only, with an
introduction by J. Vinson, Paris, 1889

168. DIAGOU, GNANOU. (Tr.)

Tirouvallouvar Koural, First Edn., Pondicherry, Imprimeric
Sandhanam, 1942

169. DUMAST, de, P.G. (Tr.)

Maxims traduitsdes Courals of Tiruvalluvar on la morale des
Pariahs, d’apres desex tracts de poesies Tamouiles, 1854
(Extract des memoires de 1° Academic de stanislas).

170. DUMAS, de, P.G. (Tr.)

India, Fleure del’ Inde, Comprenant pluisieurs poesies

Indouses (Extracts from the Kural of Tiruvalluvar), Paris,
1857

171. JACOLLIOT, LOUIS, (Tr.)

Le Iivr'e des devoires de Tirouvallova le divin Pariah
(Selections from Arattuppal and Porutpal), Paris, 1867,
172. JACOLLIOT, LOUIS, (Tr.)

Le Pariah dans ["humanite, Paris, A Lacroix, etc., 1876
173. LAMAIRESSE, M. (Tr)

Tirukkural in French, Pondicherry, 1867
174. UNKNOWN

Kural de Tixjuvalluvar, in the Biblio theca Nationale of France,
Paris, 1767
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German
175. CAMMERS, F. (Tr.)
Tirukkural with German Translation, Leipzig, 1803
176. GRAUL, KARL. (Tr.)
Derkural des Tiruvalluvar, London, 1854

177. GRAUL, KARL. (Tr.)

Der tamu lische Gnomen Dichter Tiruvalluvar, as spiegel
des tamu lischen Tolksgistes, Leipzig, 1865

178. RUECKERT, FRIEDERICH. (Tr.)
Tirukkural (Selections), Berlin, 1847
179. WILLIAM & NORGATE. (Tr.)
Der Kural des Tiruvalluvar, 2nd Edn., London, 1856
Latin
180. BESCHIUS, CONSTANTINUS. (Tr.)

Tirukkural, Books I & II, London, 1730 Reproduced in Dr.
G.U. Pope’s English Tr. London, Henry Frowde, 1886

181. GRAUL, CHARLES, (Tr.)

Kural of Tiruvalluvar, High Tamil Text with tr. into common
Tamil and Latin, Tranquebar, Mission Press, 1856

182. UNKNOWN

Tiruvalluvar Kural Versione Lationa (aduotationibus
glosarioque Mustratus), 1865

Polish
183. UMADEVI, WANDY DYNOWSKIEY.

Tiruvalluvar - Kural, Bibliotheka Polsko Indyjska, Adayar
Theosophical Society, Madras, 1958

184. WANDY DYNOWSKIE. (Tr.)
Tirukkural in Polish, Poland, 1958
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Russian

186.ILASOV, J.J. & KRISHNAMURTHI, A. (Trs.)

Tirukkural - A Book on virtue, on Politics and on Love, Kinga
O dobrodeteli, O politikeio Pubei., Pervods tamil’skogo;
Iudatel’stvovosto enog literatury, Moskva, 1963

Swedish
187. YNGUE FRYKHOLM, Rev. (Tr.)

Tirukkural in Swdish, First Edn., Uppsala, 1972
D. THESIS
187. DHAMOTHARAN, A.

Grammar of Tirukkural\with transliteration, Translation and
index, unpublished Ph.D thesis, Dept of Tamil, Kerala
University, Trivandrum, 1966

188. GLAZOV, Yu. Ya.

- Thirukkural-Morphological Anlysis of Classical Tamil,
Published Ph.D thesis, Leningrad University, Russia, 1962

189. GNANABARANAM, JOHNSON.

Thirukkural with relevance to the Indian Christian
understanding of the Bible, Unpublished M. Th. thesis,
Hamburg Universtiy, West Germany, 1968

190. KAMALA, T.S.
Kamban’s Treatment of Tirukkural, unpublished M.Litt.
thesis, University of Madras, 1959

191. PARAMASWARI
The Language of Tirukkural, unpublished M.Litt. thesis,
Dept. of Linguistics, Annamalaj University, 1961

192. THIRUNAVUKKARASU, K.D.

Treatment of Ethics in Ancient T
published ML.Litt. thesis, De
University, 1962

amil Literature, un-
pt. of Tamil Research, Annamalaj
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TRIBUTES TO TIRUKKURAL
Coﬁpiléd by
K.D. THIRUNAVUKKARASU
(1) EUROPEAN SCHOILARS
Board of Universal Man

“Sage Valluvar, priest of lowly clan,
No tongue repeats, no speech
reveals thy name

Yet, all things changing,
dieth not thy fame

For thou art bard of Universal man,

And, still thy ‘book’ above the waters wan,
Virtuem true, wealth and joy, and beings in sweetest
mystic couplets doth proclaim

Where winds sea-wafted palmy forests for

Hoply undreamed of ‘visions’ gald thine eyes

In realms beyond thy fabled ‘sevenfold birth’

And cloud of darkness from thy spirit roll;

While lands far-off have heard with strange surprise

Faint echoes of thy song
Through all the earth
Men hail thee brother,
" seer of spotless soul
--Dr. G.U. Pope (Sacred Kurral, p.2)

“The Kural is the master-piece of Tamil literature-one of the highest
and purest expressions of human thought,

That which, above all, is wonderful in the Kural is the fact that its
author addresses himself, without regard to Castes, Peoples of beliefs, to
the whole community of the mankind; the fact that he formuldtes sovereign
morality and absolute reason; that he proclaims in their very essence, in
their eternal characteristics, virtue and truth; that he presents it, as it were,
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in one group the highest law of domestic and social life; that he is equally
perfect in thought, in language-and in poetry, in the austere metaphysical
contemplation of the great mysteries of their Divine Nature, as in the easy
and graceful analysis of the tendeerest emotitons of the heart.”

--M. Ariel. (Preface to Kural in Fr.)

“Tirukkural is superior to the Institutes of Manu and is worthy-of”"
the divine Plato himself.”

--Rev. H. Bower.

“No translation can convery any idea of its charming effect. It is
truly an apple of gold in a net-work of silver.”

~-Dr. Graul. (Intro. to K. in Ger.)

“It was one of the couplets in the third part (Kamattuppal) of the
poem referring to the two lcoks of a maid-the one which kills'and the other

which cures the looked that led Dr. Graul to admire Tamil poetry and study
the Kural. )

The Kural is composed in the purest Tamil. In about 12,000 words
which the Poet has employed to convey his thoughts there are scarcely
fifty of Sanskrit origin. He throws the purity of Bunyan’s English completely
into the shade. NO known Tamil work can even approach the purity of
‘Kural.’ It is a standing rebuke to the modern Tamil. Tiruvalluvar has
clearly proved the richness, melody and power of his mother-tongue.

The ‘Kural’ cannot be improved nor its plant made more perfect.
It is a perfect mosaic in itself. The slightest change in the size, shape of
colour of a single stone would mare the beauty of the whole.

It is refreshing to think that a nation which has produces so great

a man and so unique a work cannot be a hopeless, despicable race. The
morality he preached could not have grown except on an essentially moral
soil. To those, therefore, who labour for the salvation of the Tamil people,
the ‘Kural’ must be a work of peculiar nay, intense interest.”

~-Dr. J .Lazam§, (Preface to Eng. Tr.)

“Tiruvalluvar, the author of the Kural, occupies the first placeasa

fnoralist arnong the Tamils. Indeed, it is generally acknowledged, that there
18 no treatise equal to the Kural in any Indian language.”

--John Murdoch, (Catalogue of Tamitl Books, p.14)
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“The Weaver of Mylapore was undoubtedly one of the great
geniuses of the world. Complete in itself, the sole work of its author (the
Kural) has come down the stream of ages absolutely uninjured, hardly a
single various reading of any importance being found.

In value it (Kural) outweighs the wholw of the remaining Tamil
literature and is one of the select number of great works which have entered
into the very soul of a whole people and which can never die.

‘Sir A. Grant says, Humility, Charity and forgiveness of injuries
are not described by Aristotle.” Now these are everywhere forcibly
inculcated by this Tamil Moralist.

The Kural owes much of its popularity to its exquisite poetic form.
The brevity rendered necessary by the form gives an oracular effect to the
utterances of the great Tamil “Master of Sentences.” They are the choicest
of moral epigrams. Their resemblance to gnomic poetry of Greece is
remarkable as to their subjects, their sentiments and the state of society
when they were uttered. Something of the same kine is found in Greek
epigrams, in Martial and the Latin elegiac vers. There is a beauty in the
periodic character of the Tamil construction in many of these verses that
reminds the reader of the happiest efforts of Propertius.”

-- Dr. G.U. Pope. ( Preface to ‘Sacred Kurral’)

“It (Thirukkural) is an integral homogeneous work of art, the author
of which addresses neither king, subject nor priest but me. And he
(Tiruvalluvar) does not address man either as law-giver or prophe but as
well-wisher, teacher and friend. He neither prophesied nor spoke in hints
and riddles; his words contained no shade of doubt, he had full conviction
of the truth of what he said, both as an artist and thinker. The kural of
Tiruvalluvar is rightly considered as Chef D’ Oeuvre of both Indian and
world literature. This is due not only to the great artistic merits of the
work, but also, and this is most important, to the lofty humane ideas
permeating it, which are equally precious to the peopie all over the world,
of all periods and countries.”

-- Dr. Alexander Pyatigorsky. (intr. to Tirukkural in Russian)
“The Kural of Tiruvalluvar, a work consisting of 1330 distiches,

or poetical aphorisms, on almost every subject connected with morals and
political ecnonomy, and which is regarded by ali Tamilians (and perhaps
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justly) as the finest composition of which the Tamil can boast appears to be
not only the best but the oldest* Tamil work of any extant which is now in
existence.”

--Robert Caldwell. (Comp. Gram. of D. Ls. p.85)

“The idea of active love did arise in the popular ethics of India in
fairly ancient times we know from many stories we meet in her literature
and especially through the ethical maxims found in the Kural, a work which
probably belongs to the second century A.D.

‘Kural’ means short strophe. ‘The work is written in the Tamil
language. . . . what a difference between the ‘Kural’ and the Laws of Manu,
which originated some few centuries before it! In the latter, under the
dominance of the Brahmanic spirit, world and life affirmation is still tolerated
alongside world and life negation. In the ‘Kural’ World and life negation
is only like a distant cloud in the sky. In 250 maxims-they form the
concluding part of the work-earthly love is lauded. Later times, because

they cause offence, interpiet them allegorically as concerning the love of
the soul to God.

In the ethics of the ‘Kural’, as in those of the Law of Manu, the
idea of reward has a place. The way of virtue is recommended becasue it
leads to a better reincarnation or to liberation from re-birth. . . . _ Nevertheless,
ethics in the ‘Kural’ are not so entirely dominated by the idea of reward as
in Brahmanism, Buddhism and the Bhagavad-Gita. We already find here

the knowledge that good must be done for its own sake. It shines out from
various maxims. . . . '

Whilst the Bhagvad-Gita in a forced and chily manner gives as a
motive for remaining in active life that it is in accordance with the order of
the Universe, the ‘Kural’ justifies it -what an advance-by the idea of ethical
activity. Work and profit place a man in a position to do good.

According to the ‘Kural’ duty
Gita to what the caste calling involves
good.” Maxims about joy in activity,
the Indian lips, bear witness to the stren
present i the ‘Kural.’

1s not confined, as in the Bhagavad-
but consists in general in “all that is
such as one would not expect from
gth of the would and life affirmation

——

*
Caldwell was not aware of any other early Tamil work except Tirukkurall
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Like the Buddha and the Bhagavad Gita the ‘Kural’ desires inner
freedom from the world and a mind free from hafred: Like them it stands
for the commandment not to kill and not to damage. It has appropriated all
the valuable ehtical results of the thought of world and life negation. But is
addition to this ethic of inwardness, there appears in the ‘Kural’ the living .

ethic of love.

With sure strokes the ‘Kural” draws the ideal of simple ethical
humanity. On the most varied questions concerning the conduct of man to
himself and to the world its utterances are characterized by nobility and
good sense. There hardly exists in the literature of the world a collection of
maxims in which we find so much lofty wisdor.”

--Dr. Albert Schweitzer.(Indian Thought and its Development,
pp-162-63)

“Tiruvalluvar, guided by advice, had the address to select three
topics of general interst and to avoid entirely everything that might be
disputed or might be offensive to any of every sect; adding to this precaution
great ingenuity of thought, and peculiar beauty and elegance of language,
he produced a work which united every suffrage, and stands confessed,
even to the present day, to be the best and chief of all compositions in the
polished dialect.”

~-William Taylor. (Oriental Historical Manuscripts, p-177)

“Tiruvalluvar’s Kural, the 1330 short sentences on the three aims
of life-Dharma, Artha, Kama, is one of the gems of world literature.
Buddhists, Jains, Vaishnavas and Saivas have claimed the Pariah sage and
poet of the Tamil land as their own. But he belongs to none of them or
rather to all of them. For he stands above all races, castes and sects, and
what he teaches, is a general human morality and wisdom. No wonder that
the Kural has not only been much read, studied and highly praised in the
land of its origin for centuries, but has also fond many admirers in the
West, never since it has bacome known.

Sage Tiruvalluvar should not be styled the unknown sage of
Mylapore, for he has long been known far beyond the borders of his mother
country.”

--Prof. M. Winternitz. (A Histroy of Indian Literature,
Vol. II, p.128)
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“Main in the totality of his relationships is the Syjet of the Kural.

After a ‘cosmic’ introduc’tion, which praises God, rain, supermen and virtue,

the author of the book turns towards man, whose personality is gradually

unfolded in “ever expanding concentric cycles” within the family with his

wife and children, within the community with his friends, and within his

country in his relationship towards the ruler and the state. Man is shown

not on a static state but in development, and the force that is behind this

dynamism is sympathy, even love, manifesting itself through kind thought,
sweet words, and right actions.

--Kamn ZVELEBIL.

(The Smile of Murugan on Tamil Literature of South India,

pp-163 & 164)

“However, one should never contemplate the couplets in isolation.
We must again and again stress that they have true validity and meaning
only in their patterned relations to other couplets, and to the whole. And
when read and contemplated in this way, Tiruvalluvar’s ethics never that
of a Canakya or a Macchiavelli.”

(Ibid., p. 165)
“Thiruvalluvar’s Kdmatruppdl is utterly different from any of the
Sanskrit Kdmasdstras. While Vatsyayana’s work (and all later Sanskrit

erotology) is Sdstra, that is, objective and scientific analysis of sex, the

third part of the Kural is a poetic picture of eros, of ideal love, of its dramatic
situations.”

(Ibid., p. 166)

] STirukkural is a great work; and its author must have been a great
man, and a great genius;. . . , ©

(Ibid., p. 168)

Let it be said in conclusion that it is almost impossible to truly
appreciate the maxims of the Kural through a translation. Tirukkural must

be read and re-read in Tamil. This fact, too, reveals something about the
nature and degree of its “poetic excellence.”

(Ibid., p. 169)

N “He- was without doubt a part of one great Indian ethical, didactic
tradition. It is more important that he was also a very integral part of the
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non-Sanskritic and pre-Sanskritic Tamil tradition; this fact is seen not only
from his conception of “pleasure” which is so epically a reflexion of the
akam genre, but also from the all-pervaring pragmatic, this-wordlw,
empirical and,to a great extent huranistic and universalistic character of his

particular conccption of dharma and witi.
-~-KaMIiL ZVELEBIL.

{The Smile of Murugan on Tamil Literature of South India,
p-171, Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1973)%

(2) INDIAN SCHOLARS

“Tiruvalluvar was a Tamil Saint. Tradition says that he was a
Harijan Weaver. He is said to have lived in the first century of the Christian
Era. He gave us the famous Tirukkural, holy maxims described by Tamilians
as the Tamil Veda and by M. Ariel as one of the highest and purest
expressions of human thought. The maxims number 1330. These have
been translated into many languages. There are several English translations.”

-~Mahatama Gandhi. (““Young India,” 1917)

“The six creeds of the days of Kalladanar have since then ramified
into six and sixty or more in our own days and promise to grow veritably
into six hundred and sixty six in the future. But like the Fixed Stars in the
distant spaces of the heavens, Tiruvalluvar’s Tirukkural seems to hold its
place unaiterably, as the Universal Book of Humanity for all ages and

climes.”
--K.Appadurai.

(The Mind and Thought of Tiruvalluvar, p.2)

“The grandeur of a Milton, the grace of a Dante, the Universality
of a Shakespear, the sublimity of an Aristotle, the idealism of a Plato and
the moral fervour of a Marcus Aurelius are all to be found in a harmoniocus
blending and appropriate proportion in this ‘Bible of Mankind.”” This
universal Character notwithstanding, the Kural is the Testament of the
Tamils. It has been the fountain of inspiration to generations of neniuses,
saints and moralists, statesmen and princes.”

--K.M. Balasubramaniam. (in Tirukkural Souvenir, 1935)

$ Added by the Editor.
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“Greece gave birth to Homer and Socrates. The Tamil Land gave
birth to Tiruvalluvar and Kamban. Kamban is the Homer and Tiruvalluvar
is the Socrates of Southern India. The literary glory of the Tamils rests on
Tiruvalluvar and Kamban, not to speak of Auvaiyar-the Muse in human
embodiment, and a bost of others.”

--Prof. T. Chelvakesavaraya Mudaliar.
(Preface to “Tiruvalluvar™)

“We may not all be aware even of the name of Sage Tiruvalluvar.
North Indian people certainly do not know his name. Few saints have

given to the peo;e as much knowledge as he has done in the minimum of
words.”$

--Mahahatma Gandhi.

“Kural is rightly called the Tamil Veda: its is a poetic compostion
of great authority of the art of living. The author, Tiruvalluvar, examines
the mtricacies of human nature with deep insight, consumate skill and

robust comon sense. There is also a freshness of outlook which makes
Kural a precious book for all time.”$

--Shriman Narayan.
(Foreword, Tirukkural in Gujarathi, by Kantilal Kalani)

“He (Tiruvalluvar) is one of those seers whose message is intended
not merely for their own age or country but for all time and for all mankind.
Tiruvalluvar has given to the world a work to which, in perfection of form,
profoundity of thought, nobleness of sentiment, and earnestness of moral
purpose, very few books outside the grand scriptut of hunanity can at all be
compared. Indeed the workis eulogized by the Tamil people as the Tamil
Veda; the universal Veda, the later Veda, the Divine Book etc., etc.,”

--V.V.S.Iyer. (Intr. to “Maxims of Tiruvalluvar” p.XIII)

“Tamil language has an old tradition extending over thousands of
years. Tirukkural, our immortal Tamil classic is a

which by its ethical content, and universa] ap
the cultural creativity of all man-kind »

gospel of ture living,
peal is indeed an epitome of

~-Hon’ble Dr.M.Karunanidhi.
(Inaugural Address, Gujarathi Sahitya Parishad)

$ Added by the Editor.
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“One of the most outstanding of the Tamil classic is the ‘Kural.’
The ‘Kural’ contains the maxims of the Saint Tiruvalluvar, who is said to
have been one of the greatest of poets and philesophers who lived about
the first century A.D. The message of Tiruvalluvar, as outlined in ‘Kural’
in such a message more needed than at present. The excellence of theis
work has been appreciated by great scholars of all lands and the ‘Kural’
has been translated into many languages, outstanding of which are Latin,
German, Egiglish and French.”
--Dr. A.L. Mudaliar.

“The Kural is one of the finest products of Indian Culture. Its
author Tiruvalluvr was a South Indian Pariah and flourisehd probably about
200 A.D. Though born of an untouchable, Tiruvalluvar comined the wisdom
of a statesman and law-giver with he spiritual vision of a saint. His kural is
a veritable treasure house of good counsels for the house-holder, and the
king as well as the man seeking after beatitude or liberation. Thus it is not
only a great book of Inidan, but of world literature as well.”

--Monomohan Ghose. (Modern, Review, 1931)

“Among the precious classics of the world literature the Kural
takes a place in the front rank. . . .
Tiruvalluvar was one of theose rare and greatmen whose catholic

spirit rose above all denominations and whose vision was not clouded by
dogma or prejudice of any kind. His teachings elude classification on any

denominational basis.”
--C. Rajagopalachari. (Preface to “Kural’)

“Tirukkural is a poetic composition of great antiquity in the Tamil
literature. Many great minds have shed their powerful, radiant light on this
gem and justly famous classic of Tamil.

In its essence Tirukkural is a treatise par excellence on the art of
living. Tiruvalluvar the author diagnoses the intricacies of human nature
with such penetrating insight, perfect mastery and consummate skill
absorbing the most subtle concepts of modern psychology that onc is left
wondering at his sweep and depth.”

--Dr. K.M. Munshi. (Foreword to C.R.’s “Kural™)
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“The Tirukkural is to the Tamils what the Bible is to the Christians,
the Koran to the Muslims, the Zend Avesta to the Parsis, the Torah to the
Jews, and the Granth Saheb to the Sikhs. Therefore, the Tamils have called
the Tirukkural the Tamil Veda.”

--G. Vanmikanathan.
(Preface to “The Tirukkural” p.VII)

“No author is as great as Tiruvalluvar in Tamil and his work has
of being praised through all the ages and in almost all the countries of the
world, by all conflicting religions and philosophies.”

--Dr. T.P. Meenakshisundaram,
{Thirumathi Sornammal Endowment
Lectures on Tirukkural, p.211)$

“Tamil Nadu gave unto the
World Valluvar
And won thereby great reknown”!

--Subramania Bharathi.
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220.The kural or the Maxims of

Tiruvalluvar

221.Tirukkural

(An Ancient Tamil Classic)

222.The Tlrukkural (A unique guide

to moral, material and spiritual
prosperity)
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223 .Kural-The great book of
Tirukkural

224.Tirukkural (An Ancient Tamil
Classic)

225.Aphorisms of Valluvar
(Commentary and compositive
Study)

226.Critical Studies in Kural
227.Preface in the kural
228.Sacred Kural-The kindly Light

229.Thirukkurai - The Rosary of
gems of Thirukkural

230.Saint Thiru Valluvar
(His birth boyhood married
life and maxims)

231.The Mind and Thought of
Tiruvalluvar

232 University of Madras
Thirumalthi Sarnammal
Endowment Lectures on
Tirukkural 1959-1960 to
1968-1969 - part 1.

233.Polity in Tirukkural

234 University of Madras The
Sornammal Endowment
Lectures, 1960-1961

Economic ideas of Thiruvalluvar

C. Rajagopalachari

Kasturi Srinivasan

S.M. Diaz

MLS. Purnalingam Pillai
K.C. Kamaliah
K.C. Kamaliah

Translation and notes (by)
A Gajapathy Nayagas

R.B. Sanyasi

K. Appadurai

Pub (by) University of Madras

N. Murugesa Mudaliar
Dr. B. Natarajan
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