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Madras, Varadachari & Co,. 1894.
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TAMIL INTEGRATION MOVEMENT IN TRAVANCORE

B. Maria John

The heroic struggle of the Tamils in Travancore for carving
out a separate district for them and its merger with Tamil Nadu was
an epoch making event in the history of India.

The first stage of the struggle started with the awakening of
the Tamils. Several factors contributed to the assertion of Tamils to
realise their political aspirations and rights. The unequal social status
and neglect of their longstanding grievances provided the basis fora
popular movement.! Deeply influenced by developments in and
outside Travancore, the suppressed and oppressed educated Tamils
resolved to raise the banner of revolt. The compelling necessity that

rose there to safeguard their interest culminated in the formation of
Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress.?

In 1945, at a meeting held at Nagercoil, the Travancore Tamil
Congress, subsequently called Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress, was
formed and S. Nathanial was elected President.’ This represented
notonly the advancement of the Tamil Moverment but also the reaction
to the move to form a United Kerala extending from Kasargode to
Cape Comorin. The Travancore State also declared it as its objective

to merge the Tamil speaking areas in South and East Travancore
with Tamil Nadu.*

Travancore had a legislature with limited powers. Sir, C.P.
Ramasamy lyer was the Dewan of the State. After he left the state
in July 1947 the Maharaja introduced full responsible government
and a popular ministry was formed.* In 1947 when elections were
ordered to the State legislature, a meeting of the Congress presided
over by A. Nesamony at Nagercoil in Allan Memorial Hali decided
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to work for the establishment of a separate Tamil province in
Travancore.®

While the movement was in its full swing the Government
ordered to conduct the elections of 1948.” The Travancore
Government used its full power against the Travancore Tamil Nadu
Congress. During the election the Travancore Tamil Nadu area
appeared like an army camp.® The Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress
did much better than it had expected, winning 14 out of the 18 seats
contested. In Travancore Tamil area, the opponents of Travancore
Tamil Nadu Congress lost their deposits.” From the election verdict it
is possible to conclude that the demand for a separate district had got
the full support of all Tamils. The victory of Travancore Tamil Nadu
Congress candidates in the Tamil areas then confirmed their stand
for merger with Tamil Nadu. It revealed the hollowness of the state
administration in maintaining an impartial policy towards the Tamils."

On 20 March 1948 the State Congress party under the
leadership of Pattom A. Thanupillai sworn in office. The Travancore
Tamil Nadu Congress with fourteen elected members functioned as
the opposition.' These Tamil representatives made known their aims
and demands through the Assembly debates. The administration of
A. Thanupillai marked a growing animosity between the Tamils and
the Malayalees.'2 On the other hand absolutism and foisting of false
cases against Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress workers grew
unabated. His Ministry continued till October 1949 when Paravu T.K.
Narayana Pillai formed the ministry as the leader of a splinter group
in the Congress.'® He too followed an antipolicy towards the Tamils.
Under his initiative the unification of a United Kerala assumed much
progress. As a preliminary step, on st July of 1949, Travancore and
Cochin forged a union and became the United State of Travancore -
Cochin™. This greatly agitated the Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress
consequently, on the 13th of July 1949, the Travancore Tamil Na§u
Congress started the Civil-Disobedience Movement to shfaw its
opposition to this move. Its leaders were arrested, despite which tf}e
movement continued its agitation programmed under the leadership
of A. Nesamony. Many Tamil workers were arrested and

imprisoned."
The alarming situation of the Travancore Tamilians at.tr{xcted
attention of New Delhi. Sardar Vallabhai Patel, the Home Minister,
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promised that the demands of Travancore Tamils would be considered
with linguistic states were formed.'s K. Kamaraj was sent to
Nagercoil to settle the issue. In response to these promises the

agitational programmes were called off and the Government ordered
the release of arrested leaders.!”

In the meantime the Government of India had declared to
conduct the first General Elections in 1952. The election was a severe
test for the Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress. Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and K. Kamaraj together support from the people
spoke at the Congress election meeting at Nagercotil on 26 November
1951 to vote for the Congress.'® Many opponents of Travancore
Tamil Nadu Congress lost their deposits. Out of the 13 candidates
contesting on Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress tickets, eight won in
the election." Since no party secured a single majority formation of
the ministry became a problem.? On 12th March 1952 the Congress
ministry under A.J. John was sworn in with the support of the
Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress.? As part of the compromise
Travancore-Cochin Assembly Congress party and the Travancore
Tamil Nadu Congress Assembly party decided to appoint a Tamil
Minister. Accordingly, A. Chidambaranathan appointed as the State
Revenue and Forest Minister on 24th May 1952.2 In the ensuing
municipal and Panchayat elections held in 1953 , the Travancore Tamil
Nadu Congress captured majority seats in the Nagercoil and
Kuzhithurai Municipalities.* The party secured a total of 282 seats
at the Panchayat elections second only to the Congress.?*

Having failed in their attempt to set their grievances
redressed, the General body of the Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress
that met at Nagercoil on 13 September 1953 resolved to non-cooperate
with the Ministry and withdrew their support to the Congress
government.* The negotiation efforts ended in failure since
K. Kamaraj could not give any official promise to the demands of the
Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress. On 23 September 1953 the
confidence motion failed in the Assembly. The Rajapramuk declared
th_e government had been dissolved and ordered fresh elections.”
Like the previous elections no party secured absolute majority. The

Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress captured 12 seats in the Tamil
arega .8
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The Praja Socialist Party under the leadership of Pattom
A. Thanupillai formed the ministry, supported by the Congress.”
A. Thanupillai Ministry again ushered in an era of intense conflict
between Tamils and the Malayalees. With popular support the
Travancore Tamil Nadu Congress could no more tolerate the
repressive administration of A. Thanupillai.”® The political grievances
of the Tamils in South Travancore and unrest among the Tamil workers
in the north east led to agitations and many lost their lives.*' On 30th
June 1954 the Tamils observed anti-oppression day and on 9th July
they launched a Satyagraha. The congress declared the 11th August
as the Deliverance Day.*

In the Satyagraha that followed many people at Marthandam
and Puddukkadai were shot dead and the Tamil population was
subjected savage atrocities. Kunjan Nadar and other Travancdre
Cochin Legislative Assembly members were arrested and badly
beaten.” Violence and persecution let loose against the Tamils by the
State administration headed by Chief Minister Pattom A. Thanupillai,
stirred the conscience of India. Ram Manohar Lohia conveyed his
resentment. C.N. Annadurai, Sivagnana Gramani and other leaders
condemned the police action. C. Subramaniam and K. Kamaraj
expressed their sympathy for the victims. Overtaken by alarm, the
Tamils fled their homes and took refuge in the remote villages in
Tamil Nadu >

On November 1956 the States Re-organisation Commission
submitted its report. On the basis of this report the taluks of Thovalai,
Agastheeswaram, Kalkulam, Vilavancode and part of Shenkottai were
merged with Tamil Nadu.” The Tamil leaders felt that the absence
of a Tamil member in the States Re-organisation Commission
weakened the claims of Travancore Tamils, since K.M.Panikkar from
Kerala, a member in the States Re-organisation Commission did not
do anything to safeguard the interests of the Tamils. Similarly the
report of States Re-organisation Commission proved disadvantageous
to the Tamil cause. The repeated claims of the Tamil leaders that
Deviculam, Peermedu, Neyyatinkara and Chittoor should be merged
with Tamil Nadu did not materialise 3 Therefore, the Tamil Integration
movement represented partly a fulfilment and partly failure. [t wasa
fulfilment because nearly half of the Tamil areas in Travancore
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merged with the homeland. At the same time it was a failure because
the rest of the Tamil areas, less popular but more promising failed in
its mission because of the want of response from Tamil Nadu and
unjust findings of the States Reorganisation Commission.’” However,
as per the States Reorganisation Commission, Thovalai,
Agasteeswaram, Kalkulam and Vilvancode Taluks formed a separate

district known as Kanyakumari and half of Shencottai taluk formed
part of Tirunelveli District.>

Tamil Nadu lost the Tamil areas of Neyyatinkara, Deviculam,
Peermedu and Chittoor together with the magnificient rivers Periyar,
Pambpa, Manimala and Achankoil more than adequate to irrigate
Madurai, Ramnad and Tirunelveli Districts. While the State Re-
organisation commission unreasonably declared most of the Tamils
of Deviculam and Peermedu which constituted seventy-eight percent
Tamils as a floating population and the water as essential for the
development of the much flooded areas in Kerala.** Tamil Nadu
Government surrendered the western half of Shenkottah, the source
of the river, Kallada to Kerala. In the partial failure of the Tamil
Integration Movement in Travancore, Tamil Nadu lost her opportunity
to find a lasting solution to her agrarian malady.
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EMERGENCE OF TAMIL NATIONAL
CONSCIOUSNESS AND ITS IDEOLOGICAL
EXPRESSION IN THE POEMS OF BHARATHIDASAN

A. Mariappan

At a time, when Indian Nationalists were busy to evolve a
common national character by placing Hinduism at the forefront and
the popular slogan ‘Unity in Diversity’ was very much in the air, the
seed for the growth of Tamil National consciousness was also sowed
in the Tamil soil. The act was initiated by the Christian missionaries
and latter followed by the Vellala scholars.

The first person who is worth mentioning is Dr.Caldwell, a
missionary. His celebrated book, A Comparative Grammar of
Dravidian or South Indian Family of Languages (1 856) made a
tremendous impact on Tamils and caused for the emergence of many
socio-political and cultural movements at the latter period.

Before the era of Caldwell, Tamil was subjugated under the
mercy of Ariyam i.e. Sanskrit and was degraded by calling Neesha
Bhashai, so as Tamils were called Sudras. It was said that Tamil was
derived from Sanskrit. The Brahmin duo of Tamil grammarians
Subramaniya Dikshidar and Swaminatha Deshikar (authors of
Pirayoka vivekam and [lakkanakkottu respectively) argued that Tamil
is not a separate language; it has no grammar on its own; its grammar
is nothing but the Sanskrit grammar. Swaminatha Deshikar went to
the extent of telling that scholars will have a sense of ashame to call
Tamil a language which has only five sounds of its own.! The claiming
of language superiority was interwoven with the social superiority of
the Brahmins over Tamils. These opinions were dominant till the
beginning of this century. In 1910, W Krishnaswamy Iyer writes:
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“Sanskrit is the parent of all Indian literatures including Tamil, for
much that is claimed in Tamil as original is indebted to conceptions
which are entirely to be found in the field of Sanskrit Literature.”

It was Robert Caldwell (1814-1891) who wiped out these
notions. He first denied that the Dravidian languages were derived
form Sanskrit. On the contrary he contended that “Sanskrit has not
disdained to borrow from its Dravidian neighbours.” “Tamil”, he said,
“the most highly cultivated abintra of all Dravidian idioms, can
dispense with its Sanskrit, if need be, and not only stand alone, but
flourish without its aid.” Caldwell is the first one who constructed
the ideology of Dravidian; the linguistic and racial division between
Ariyan and Dravidian. The antiquity of Tamil, its purity, individuality
and its rich cultural heritage were lauded by him. His work provided
asense of pride in the hearts of the Tamils that they are the decendents

of an ancient civilization and their language is no way inferior to
Sanskrit.

Next comes Henry Martin Scudder, another missionary. In
his work Kiranamalikai (1865) he made a virulant attack against
Brahmana Varuna system and their four Vedas. He remarks, “Vedas
were not the sastra given by God but were made by Brahmins as

mischief.” A first voice raised directly against Brahmins is the voice
of Scudder.

Another important missionary is G.U. Pope (1820-1907). He
viewed that the religious tradition of Tamils is entirely different from
the Vedic/Brahmanical tradition of Hinduism. It is purely an indigenous
product of the Tamil mind and its traits are seen available in the
philosophical system of Saiva Siddhandam. In the introduction to his
version of Tiruvdsagam Pope says that the Saiva Siddhanta
philosophical system is undoubtedly the most intrinsically valuable of
all the religions of India. Saivism is the old pre-historic religion of
South India, essentially existing from pre-Aryan times’. Pope, like
Caldwell, enhanced the argument in favour of the antiquity and

sophistication of Tamil culture by placing the Saiva Siddhanta religious
system in a high position.
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These ideas and dichotomies (i.e. Ariyans and Dravidians;
Sanskrit and Tamil; Hinduism and Saivism) were further expanded
by the Tamil Vellala scholars. Professor P. Sundaram pillai (1855-
1897) was perhaps the first Tamilian who propagated the ideas
concerning the antiquity and cultural self-sufficiency of the Dravidians.
In his article ‘The Basic Element in Hindu Civilization’ he expressed
the view that South India, particularly Tamil area, was culturally self-
sufficient and could be independent of the arts and philosophy of
Sanskrit and North. He was the first proponent of the controversial
theory of describing Ramayanam as a war between Ariyans and
Dravidians. Both Ponnambalam Pillai, his friend, and Vellakkal Pa.
Subramania Mudaliyar, his disciple expanded this theory. In his book
The Implicit Meaning of Ramayanam and the Ariyan-Dravidian
Conflict, Ve. Pa. Su. Mudaliyar identified the rakshasas with
Dravidians; the valour and heroism of Ravanan, the Dravidian hero,
was justified and praised; Ariyans/Brahmins were identified as the
intruders into the land of the Tamils, and it was they polluted the
language and culture of the Tamils.

V. Kanakasabai Pillai, the author of The Tamils 1800 Years
Ago (1904) viewed the Sangam age as the golden age of the Tamils
freed from the pollution of Ariyan. Another Vellala historian M.S.
Puranalingam Pillai in his book Tamil culture described the Saiva
Siddhanta system as the indigenous philosophy of South India and
the choicest product of the Tamilian intellect.

Maraimalai Adikal alias Nagai Vedachalam Pillai (1876-1950)
launched the ‘Pure Tamil Movement’ in the year 1915. He advocated
the purification of Tamil language and culture from the pollution of
Aryans. The Pure Tamil Movement was not a mere stylistic
movement, but a religio-cultural revival movement.

Institutions like Saiva Siddhanta Sabha, Madurai Tamil
Sangam were established and Journals like Siddhanta Deepika
(edited by J.M. Nallasami Pillai, Tamilian Antiquery (edited by
Savariraya Pillai), ‘Centamil’ were brought out to propagate the
revival ideas of Tamil and Saivam.
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These ideologies form the basis for the emergence of non-
Brahmin association in the year 1916. The association was formed
by a group of elite non-Brahmin leaders, mostly Vellalas. Traditionally
both Brahmins and Vellalas were landowing communities. Vellalas
rank next only to Brahmins in the hierarchy of caste system. Cordial
relationship existed between them throughout history. Hostility
developed only in the 19th century. When the new education system
was introduced, and the higher government jobs were thrown open
to Indians, Brahmins succeeded the Vellalas in acquiring them first.
Brahmins who were just 3% of the total population had occupied
more than 75% higher government posts and University enrolments.
The non-Brahmin manifesto (published in ‘The Hindu;’ December
20, 1916) voiced against the monopoly of Brahmins and urged the
non-Brahmins to come forward to secure more percentage of their
legitimate right. Within a year the association came to be known as
Justice Party after the name of its English daily.

Another important year in the political history fo Tamil Nadu
is 1925. E.V. Ramasamy Naicker, popularly known as Periyar (17-9-
1879 to 24-12-1973), a staunch follower of Gandhi and the President
of Tamil Nadu Congress Committee, resigned from the Congress,
protesting against the dominance of Brahmins in the Party. He started
Self-Respect Movement and worked against Congress and Brahmins.
He exposed the cast and class interests hidden in Indian Nationalism.
He writes, “the main reason behind the invention of the scheming
nationalism is nothing but the attempt to protect the Brahmanical
Sanathana Dharma. They have been propagating the meaning of the
term nationalism mainly as ancient culture, custom and Sanathana
Dharma and have been concretizing it by giving examples from
Puranas and Ithihasas. Calling India as ‘Bharat Desam® and ‘Bharat
Matha’ is also the outcome of this idea... The idea of relating politics

with nationalism is also a deception to establish a political system
suitable to the culture and customs of ancient India.”

Under the leadership of Periyar, the Dravidian movement
underwenta quality change. Periyar, now, gave importance for social
freedom which, he thought, as prerequisite for political freedom.
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Periyar who came out for the Congresss opposing the dominance of
Brahmins, now started attacking all the genesis of Brahmanism: God
and religion; Vedas, Puranas and Sastras; casteism and untouchability;
rituals and supertitions. He advocated atheism, rational thinking,
freedom of women and socialism.

When Congress came to power in 1937, Rajaji became the
Chief Minister of Madras Presidency. He introduced a bill in the
Madras legislature that would make Hindi a compulsory subject inall
the schools. The people of Tamil Nadu under the leadership of Periyar
opposed the imposition of Hindi. The agitation to safe-guard the
mother tongue culminated as a struggle for the freedom of Tamil
Nadu. Periyar demanded separate nation for Dravidians/Tamils in
the year 1938, one year before Jinna demanded separate nation for
Muslims. The slogan ‘Tamilnadu for Tamils’ was echoing in the air
till 1960 and then slowly disappeard.

Bharathidasan (1891-1964), the bard of Dravidian movement,
gave poetic expression to the thoughts of Periyar and inspired the
Tamil national consciousness. He, as the name reads, was a devotee
of Subramaniya Bharathi (1882-1921) at the early phase of his life.
Following the foot-step of Bharathi he composed songs on Bharatha
Matha, Gandhi, Khadi; Charka and Lord Subramaniya. He had the
concept of ‘One India’ from Himalayas in the North to Kanyakumari
in the South. His poems appeared in the journal Desasevakan
published from Pondicherry. So Bharathidasan emerged as a theist
and Indian nationalist and remained so till 1927 though his Guru Bharathi
died in the year 1921 itself.

Bharathidasan was influenced by the thoughts of Periyar
during the second phase of his life. He participated in the annual
conference of the Self-Respect movement held in Pondicherry in the
year 1928. In the same year he composed Talttappattor
Camattuvap Pattu (The Song of the Equality of the Depr_essed), a
poem of 110 couplets, which has a strong nativist strain, Wthh. seeks
to establish the Dravidians as the original inhabitants for Tamlll.'lé‘ldu
and the Ariyans as the invaders and imposers of social inequa!ltles,
religious superstitions by spreading Vedas and Smritis resulting in the

down fall and enslavement of the Tamil race.
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The Tamils ruled over the country:
then the ones called Aryans
Came and inhabited here . . .

Exposing fair skinned bodies and exhibit-
ing artful deception in speech
They committed acts of treason.

Like presenting fruits to a child and
then pricking its ears
They spread their own customs . . . .

Then, they (Aryans) claimed it as their country. They established
laws based on Vedas and Manudharma Sastras in order to raise
themselves up. They created caste divisions. Tamils who accepted
not the mean Vedas were crucified and killed and were branded as
slum praiyars and untouchables. At last, Bharathidasasn calls the
Tamils to destroy all disparities and establish a society of equality.®

Cuyamariyataic Cutar (Flame Self-Respect) and Caiicivip
Parvatattin Caral (Valley of the Sanjive Mountain) were published
in the yerar 1930, in which Bharathidasan stresses the need for social
freedom as a prerequisite for political freedom. This idea is expressed

through a conversation between two Englishmen in which one
consoles the other saying as follows:

Oh, my brothern; do not fear

India will never slip out of our hands.

If the people living there are thirty crores

the divisions among them are also of the same number.
They will never come together and oppose us.
There are great Puranas to germinate divisions
Ithihasas to spread caste qurrels.

And numerous high falutin priests earning

their bread by blinding the society.

Good human beings have become stones,

and stones are made gods there.

In this situation is there any chance

for the freedom fight?

Is it possible to find out a good policy

in such turmoil?® (Tr. by Abdul Rahman)



317

Bharathidasan abhorred every thing connected with Aryanism
and hence attacked Puranas, Ithihasas and religious superstitions all
of which, he felt, were inimical to the unity of the people.

His poems were regularly published in a weekly, Putuvai
Muracu (Pondicherry Wardrum) dedicated to the idea of rationalism
and edited by S. Gurusami. Most of the Poems collected in the book
of Bharathidasan Kavitaikal Vol. I were duly published in this
journal. When this book was published in January 1938 Periyar wrote,
“this book Was written in a manner easily understood by the common
people and was full of reformatory ideas with an aim of eradicating _
superstitious beliefs by condemning, denouncing and exposing the
fraud and deception of Prokitam, Brahmanism, Gods, slavery of
women, widowhood, casteism and economical disparities. —

Bharathidasan’s voice for social freedom evolves as a voice
or protest against caste divisions and social inequalities; superstitious
beliefs and meaningless rituals; Hinduism and its doctrines; slavery
of women and its various expressions like child marriage, widowhood
and enforced marriage; Brahmins and Brahmamsm Puranas and
Ithihasas and Vedas and Smirtis.

Bharathidasan’s deep and emotional love of Tamil get its
expression in many poems. He applauds the sweetness of Tamilina
poem as follows:

Tamil too is named nector - That
Tamil, sweet Tamil is as dear as our life
Tamil is the moon - sweet

Tamil is our society’s sap

Tamil is our fragrance - sweet

Tamil is our life’s ordained destinations
Tamil is our liquor - sweet

Tamil is the root of life’s rights."!

Tamil is the essence of his being; his breath and his life.

Like moonlight and the sky
Like the warrior and his sharp sword
Like the beautiful blossom and its fragrance



318

Like the lute and its music
Like the eye and its lusture
So is my sweet Tamil and 1.12 (Tr. by K.V. Zvelebil).

Regarding the antiquity of Tamil he says that Tamil was born along

with the sun, moon, sky, star and seas. His songs against the imposition
of Hindi are frenzy and exuberance.

Hindi besieges Tamil Nadu - friends
Let’s muster our strength!

What boots it to possess a robust body
If we can’t defend our dear, Tamil

Beware! How will Hindi infiltrate?

How story is its army - let’s encounter

Let’s fight its illegitimate emergence

And bury its' dominance

Even a prison of painful bars

Would become a comely garden of cooing - cuckoos
When we think of saving the honour of Mother Tamil
We won’t let her languish till we breathe our last.!

He vows that he won’t spare those who degraded Tamil/
Tamils, even if his mother stands in his way and he is prepared to
bear all sufferings to establish the rule of the Tamils.

I won’t spare any that mocks the glory of Tamils
Even if my mother forbids me

Enemies of Tamil may flatter me
With billion offers; but I will touch them not

I will bear on my shoulders all sufferin gs
To establish the rule of my Tamil men

And I will joyously offer my flesh and blood
For my dear and glorious Tamil land. ¢

He views Tamils as a distinct as well as oppressed nationality.
Linguistically, historically and ethnically Tamils are separate nationals;

they are Dravidians. He is very proud of saying that he is a Dravidian
and not an Aryan.
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If a stranger asked me what was the name of

my tribe, an inexpressible joy would rise in

my heart ‘[ am a Dravidian’ I’d say and my tongue
would be all honey; and my beide and glory would
reach the skies.”®

Dravidians, he says, are relatives among themselves; they are the
children of one mother and he fosters unity among them.

He interprets the story of Ramayana as a conflict between
Aryans and Dravidians. Ravana, the Dravidian hero, who was
depicted as a villainous demon by Valmiki, here, represents an attempt
to withstand Rama and his northern army and becomes an individual
of great power and generosity.

I am looking towards the South; what can I say,

All my thoughts and my chest swell with joy.

‘The heroic Tamil (Ravana) once ruled in Ceylon.

He spread his fame in all the ten directions.

He was a man whose hand gave charity.

Who had great shoulders which could lift a mountain.
Oh my Tamil ancestors! Oh my greatTamilian.

Look at Ravana! The world will know his name.'®

The story of Iraniyan and Pirakalatha also gets the same
interpretation.

Bharathidasan looks the past as a glorious one and insists
the need of reviving it back. He praises the social and cultural milieu
of the Sangam age, its love life, feat, munificence and hospitality. He
says that both caste and religion are enimical to Tamils; they had no
place in the life of ancjent Tamils. They were the inventions of the
Aryans and it is the Aryans who imposed them on the life of Tamils
as a weapon of degrading and enslaving them and of establishing
their social and political supremacy. He praises the velar and victory
of the ancient Tamil kings (Ceran Cenkuttuvan and Pandiyan
Neduncezhiyan) who conquered the kings of N orth India and inscribed
their state emblem on the slopes of the Himalayas.

You say the Tamils have no vigour and no
courage. Ask the North Indian who carried the
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rock from the Himalayas. He will tell you
Cera’s ability."”

Showing the glory of the past and criticizing the downfall of the present
Bharathidasan invokes Tamils to arise and liberate their language
and country from the clutches of Aryans (Brahmins).

Bharathidasan blossomed as a powerful poet of this century
inspired by the ideologies of Tamil national consciousness. When the
movement declined, his poetic fire also extinguished. But his poems
remain as a source of inspiration for Tamils whenever/wherever they

are oppressed.
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THE INFLUENCE OF SEA POWER ON
SOUTH INDIAN HISTORY
- A SUGGESTION FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

Meenakshi Murugarathanam

A.T. Mahan, a naval officer who spent most of his life on
sea, wrote a book entilted, The Influence of Sea Power on History
(1660 - 1785), in which he says, that he avoided the soft, unattractive
term ‘maritime' and deliberately chose the term ‘Sea Power’ in order
to gain attention and also to point out the power that a nation
surrounded by sea can have. A close analysis of Mahan’s views
about the achievement of Sea Power and its influence upon the

political history would show that a similar study can be made in
South Indian History.

This paper has limited its study to the area of Tamil Nadu
with a view to show the possibilites of applying Mahan’s theory on

the value of Sea Power and pointing out the rich resources available
for research in the maritime history of South India.

First of all one can analyse the presence and the strength of
the six prerequisites enlisted by Mahan as necessary for gaining Sea
Power. They are : Geographical conditions, the vastness of the

territory, resources, population, national character traits and the
qualities of the Government.

According to Mahan, in order to have an ideal condition for
achieving Sea Power, a nation must be free of the necessity to be
always on guard against posstble invasions through land. There should
also be no necessity for immediate expansion of territory. He cites
the example of England as against Holland and France. Holland was
engaged in self-defense in order to preserve its independence. France
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had to expand its territory and share its personnel and wealth with
other European countries. Also,it could not use its naval force to the
best of its ability since the force had to be divided between Atlantic
and Mediterranean seas simultaneously. A similar situation is observed
also in the case of South America that is situated between two oceans.
But England with the English channel possessed all the beneficial
factors namely, a central position, ports on the way of prominent
trade routes and strong army bases to fight against enemies. Hence
it succeeded in establishing colonies all over the world and rose to
great power. In the case of India, the northern region was a frequent
target of foreign invasions while South India was comparatively safe.
In addition, it had deep sea harbours conducive for trade and overseas
contacts and also a long coastal area bordering on three sides.

The vastness of coastal territory is an important factor for
achieving Sea Power. In this context, Mahan remarks that it is
important to have a proportion between the population and the length
of the coastal area. He cites the example of America during the civil
war when the South Americans were not numerically enough to guard
the long coastal area. We are not in possession of any definite statistical
report regarding the population of South India in ancient days to
work out whether the numerical strength could be equated with the
length of the coastal region. However, the chosen few were capable
of conquering and controlling the sea pirates as evidenced by the
name of a cera king Kadal Pirakkottiya Cenkuttuvan.

In fact,this factor is emphasized by Mahan while he talks
about the nature of people and Government conducive for gaining
Sea Power. He explains that it is not only the number but also certain
other factors that are to be considered. The number of people engaged
in sea trade, the availability of labour on the decks and the human
force potential readily available for the formation of a new n-aval
force if and when needed, are those other factors. He substantla.tes
this statement by comparing France and England. Population-wise
France was in an advantageous position. But the French were not as
good or as willing sea-farers as the English and hence the Eant?r had
an upper hand over the former. Mahan remarks that fo‘r a nation to
gain sea power, its people must possess an innate desire and skI.Il
towards life on the sea and across the seas. As far as Tamil Nadu is
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concerned, we do not know whether the Tamils were as good or as
enthusiastic sea-farers as the English but we know that they were
actively engaged in sea trade which is an essential quality for a nation’s
building up its sea power. According to Mahan, "It is a fact proved by
history that wherever we find any nation that had spread its power
over the sea, we also invariably find a society interested in trade’’.

Since trade is dependent upon the production of goods, the
natural resources of a nation is an essential factor in gaining sea-
power. Tamil Nadu was able to produce plenty of SeaPower. Tamil
Nadu was able to produce plenty of goods that were in demand in

foreign countries as evidenced by Cankam literature, particularly
Pattinappalai.

Establishing new colonies in overseas land is also a factor
that proves a nation’s sea power. Mahan points out the nature of the
British that had no hesistancy over migration or life in foreign
settlements. The Tamils also established colonies in other lands across
the sea which prompted K.N. Nilakanta Sastri to write a separate
chapter on 'The Greater India’ and a few other historians to
exclusively dwell upon the link between India and Ceylon. Also, the
Tamils employed foreigners in royal service and had separate colonies
for them in Madurai. Pukar and Musire had Roman settlements. We
even hear of a Roman temple built in Musiri. It is observed that the
language in current usage at Madagaskar shows a Sanskrit mixed
vocabulary. Karavelan’s Hathi kumba inscription mentions the fear
ofthe Kalinga ruler over the prospering South Indian traders. One of
the Brahmi inscription, it is reported, speaks of a mansion called

‘Vanikaccattu Ma)ikai’ (uerfsésns gy wraflens) in Anuradhapuram
in 200 A.D. Sinhalese books are quoted as referring to two South
Indian traders who ruled over Ceylon in 200 B.C. The term used is
‘Assa Navikar’ (gyevan prefian). It is the second part of the term
that prompts the interpretation that they were sea traders. The
supporting evidence comes from Mayilai Ceeni Venkatesamy’s
observation that in Tamil Nadu, the leader of a band of traders was
called ‘Macanuvan' (wrensgeuner) on land, and his counterpart on
sea was called ‘Manaykan’ (wrprisen). The term ‘Cattu' (srés)
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refers to a band and hence we come across the term ‘Vanikac Cattu’
(uanflsé swgg)) meaning, ‘a band of traders’. Hence the name
'"Macattuvan’, for the leader on land. The term ‘Naykan’ is traced
from the term ‘“Navay’ meaning a vessel in sea. (Navay - Navaykan-
Navigan- Naykap). So, the leader on sea was called Manayakan.
Here we are tempted to compare this term with the English term
Navigator. All these are given only to prove the capability of Tamils
in their sea-faring activities. Mayilai Ceeni Venkatasamy goes further
a point and offers a (rather farfetched) interpretation for the name of
a Pandya king. He says that perhaps the name Vativalampa Ninra
Pandyan (anqaueibu Berp uremquwen) referred to a king who
conquered the sea by effecting easy and fearless voyage on the sea.
Whether we agree or disagree with him, it is important that we select
the terms associated with water and sea and start analysing them in
the context of South India’s conquest of the sea and contact with the
sea.

The last factor enlisted by Mahan as an essential prerequisite
for a nation’s sea power is related to the Government. The structure
of the Government and the mentality of the rulers are considered as
factors that influence the growth of sea power. It is interesting that,
though in general he is not against democracy yet, Mahan rightly
points out that the systems of democratic nations are bound to be
lethargic and hence a benevolent dictator acting in good faith and
with intelligence could easily establish a renowned sea trade and
strong naval force. Most of the renowned kings of Tamil Nadu would
fall under this category. Ceran Cenkuttuvan, RajaRaja I, Rajendra
Cholan I, Narasimha Varman are all examples.

The above analysis is just a glimpse of the research that
could be undertaken while probing over the prerequisites for sea power
in ancient Tamil Nadu. There are also other areas of interest which
raise a few questions and throw light upon the usage of sea power
by the rulers of Tamil Nadu.

The first question is, although as seen above, Tamil Nac?u,
possessed almost all the prerequisites enlisted by Mahan as essential
for gaining Sea Power, yet, was the potential force made full use of
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to improve the nation’s political status? Were there any attempts to
improve upon the natural wealth? The place of Tamil Nadu in the
world’s political history does not seem to be as bright or as progressive
as that of its less fortunate counterpart Britain which possessed
comparatively less an ideal situation than India but conquered India
and ruled over her. What was the reason for Tamil Nadu’s lagging
behind the European Sea Powers? What were the lacunae in its
policy of using its Sea Power?

While trying to answer this question, three points are glaringly
obvious in the history. One point is that only a few kings made proper
use of the potential and a close observation shows that wherever the
rulers chose to make use of the innate wealth, they rose up to very
high standards and whenever it was neglected there was a
corresponding decline in the prosperity and popularity of the king. The
second point is that the motivaton behind the usage was expansion of
territory and not gaining sea power. The third point is that there was

no conscious and continuous effort for the development of the
potential.

Regarding the development of Sea Power, Mahan says that
during peace time, the Government should encourage policies that
would result in the progress of industries that are necessary for sea
trade and during wartime, in order to protect the cargo ships, the
government should concentrate upon the strength of the defence force
and constitute a strong naval force. We find a similar state of affairs
during the period of the Imperial Cholas but except for a few
exceptional cases as a rule we cannot boast of South Indian sea
power in comparison with its European counterpart.

This state of affairs is puzzling and makes one wonder as to
the possible reasons behind this lack of interest seen among the rulers
of Tamil Nadu regarding the development of its sea power. It is said
that during Cankam period the rulers of Orissa and the Cathavagana
kings possessed strong fleet while the rulers of Tamilnadu did not.
Dr. Nambi Arooran (Former Professor of History, Madurai
University), expressed the opinion that the political situation in Tamil
Nadu was not as urging as that in Britain to stimulate the use and
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development of Sea Power. In other words there was no dire necessity
as in the case of Britain to concentrate upon gaining sea power in
Tamil Nadu. Dr. S. Venkataraman (Retd. Professor of History,
M.K.U.) advanced the hypothesis that the ancient rulers deliberately
chose to neglect the building of a strong fleet, for two reasons. First
of all the ancient Tamil rulers were so good at war on land and
possessed such a strong military force that they were almost
inconquerable or at least could not be easily defeated by North Indian
kings. Possession of fleet would open the way for war at sea in
which their enemies were strong. It would also give way for the
possibility of being attacked on both points at the sametime, thereby
resulting in divided attention, splitting up of concentration and power
which may lead to defeat. Absence of fleet closed the chances of
invasion through sea. This may be one reason. The second reason
originated from the social set-up of ancient Tamil Nadu. In those
days, in order to form a fleet, the rulers would, have been forced to
depend upon the Paradava community well versed in sailing and
navigation. This would have resulted in the raise of their status in the
social hierarchical strata as it did in the case of the trading community.
The status of the traders glorified in the Tamil epics C ilappathikaram
and Ceevaka Cinthamani and also during the period of the Imperial
Cholas would substantiate this statements. Whichever community is
depended upon by the government for various reasons, naturally gains
a special status and enjoys innumerable priveleges as evidenced even
today. Just as the trading community which controlled inland and
overseas trade amassed wealth which was needed for defence and
social welfare (maintenance of army, building temples, hospitals etc.)
and consequently had great affinity and affluence with the royal house
and enjoyed honour and priveleges, similarly, the Paradava community
would have gained royal patronage and also a tatent power if the
rulers had to rely upon them for gaining sea power. Apart from this
dependence for the formation and maintenance of a strong fleet there
was another possible danger of the paradavas belonging to the three
main regions of Tamilnadu, namely the Chera, the Chola and the
getting united while on sea and gaining strength to

Pandya countries, g
stand against the three kings. Also, since the three seemed to have
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been almost always quarrelling against each other for supreme
sovereignity it would have been easy for any invader to gain access
through the split as the British did later. Also, the Paradava community
possessing a fleet could gain an upper hand by threatening to join
together or to join hands with a foreign invader. Thus,the maintenance
of a fleet was actually a threatening feature and perhaps it was for

self-defence purpose that the ‘Trimurthis’ of Tamil Nadu chose to
avoid it.

This is a mere hypothesis suggested only to prove how many

questions could be raised while analysing the history of Tamil Nadu
on the background of its use of Sea Power.

Not only in political history but also in the social history of
Tamil Nadu, certain implications could be made on the basis of the
study of the influence a Sea Power on South Indian history.

Mullaippattu, a literary piece of ancient Tamil Nadu, while
depicting a kind’s resting place in the battle field, speaks of beautiful
young women with bangles in their lovely hands and a sharp sword
tied around their waistband, lighting the lamps and pouring ghee into
them. This is surprising because we understand that there was a
taboo against women accompanying men to the warfront and also
we do not hear about Tamil women trained in martial arts during the
cankam age. This makes us surmise that perhaps, since the services
of women were needed and since anyone engaged in any duty in the
warfront must possess atleast a minimum training in handling the
weapons used in war, the hurdle faced because of the social customs
of the Tamil was overcome by employing forei gn (Greek) women in
royal service and taking them to the warfront. The supporting evidence
comes from Periplus which speaks of Greek women imparted for

Tamil Kings’ harem. This may be considered as an influence of Sea
Power in the social history of ancient Tamil Nadu.

Another such situation could be cited as further evidence for
the influence of Sea Power in the social history of Tamil Nadu, in a
later period. It is said that during the Nayakka rule in Madurai, the
paradava women residing in the coastal area of the Pandya kingdom
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were molusted by the Arab traders and since the Nayakka king could
not help them for want of a strong fleet to fight against the Arabs, the
Paradavas were forced to seek the help of the Portugese traders in
the opposite western coast. It is said that Father Xavier promised to
help them on the condition that they must embrace Christianity. The
Paradavas gratefully obliged and the Portugese saved them from the
Arabs. This makes us wonder whether we can infer from this that
the first mass conversion from Hinduism to christianity could be
attributed to the influence of Sea Power - its presence in favour of
the Arabs and Portugese and its absence turning adverse to the rulers
of Tamil Nadu.

Thus we find that there is vast scope for the study of the
influence of Sea Power in the history of South India.

Mahan has made a minute analysis of all the wars conducted
in Europe during the 125 years (1660-1785) and concludes that
European history is nothing but the competition between the world’s
nations to gain Sea Power. He explains how in every war, all the
steps taken were connected with the commercial interests of England.

If a similar attempt is made in the case of South Indian history,
if each and every political power, its activities of its Sea Power, then,
the influence of Sea Power upon the political and social history of
Tamil Nadu can be well established and substantiated by strong

evidences.

This is just a suggestion by a student of literature and it is for
the historians to decide the value of the suggestion.

A study of Sea Power in the days of Sky Power may seem
worthless on the grounds of contemporary social relevance and future
progress. But human mind needs notonly a pragmatic and futuristic
approach but also a nostalgic rememberance of the past.



TIGULAR - ARE THEY TAMILS?

R. Panneerselvam

Tigular : from Kannada Literature

Tigula - Tigular is the term referred in many places both in
literature and in the inscriptions. But it is not clear to whom the term
Tigular referred to and neither the historians nor the literary critic are
quite clear of the connotation of this term.

According to the Kannada English dictionary - Kittel - gives
the following lexical items - tigula, tigala, tigular, tigulati, tigulagatti
and gives the meaning as Tamil man or woman and quotes
references from Sarvagna tripadi and also from the local proverbs
tigula ta kedutta eru nere kedisida (proverb from Mysore) which
has some connections with Sarvajna tripadi. Of one thousand tripadis
edited by Dr. L. Basavaraju about half a dozen references (772, 787,
788, 789) are found in which the ti gular was referred condemning them
tigalara geleyinda bogaluva ‘suni lésu’ (Friendship with the bark-
ing dog is better than the friendship with tigula people). Basavaraju
also of the opinion that Tigular refersalso the Tamils. Sarvajna tripadi

criticises not only the Tigulars but also the Malavars (781) and also
the Kannadigas (561).

So far no one has ever tried to exploit the sources of the
term tigular with first hand sources but cross referred one or the
other writers, Because there is no authentic information of the Tigulars
and their relationship with Karnataka even during the period of
Sarvajna who made references to Tigular. He is believed to have
lived near about Chitradurga region. He says that the barking dog is
better than the friendship of the Tigulas (772). In an another verse he
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says not to keep company with Malevar (781): while criticising these
people he also vehimentally attacked the Kannadigas. The poem says
that the friendship of a Kannadiga is just like giving one’s own sword
(to him) and show his back to him i.e. the Kannadigas will strike
from behind - unbelievable or untrustworthy people. Basavaraju in
his explanation to the tripadi 561, writes Kannadigana sneha mattu
manneyana Visvasa nambalarhavalla (Paramartha p.403). There-
fore we cannot simply be happy to note that Sarvajna condemned
the tigulas and the malevars but also he exposed the psychological
attitude and the behaviour of the Kannadigas.

Though we can sure of the Malevars and Malendu, where
the Heggades are living, where the cunti (ginger) etc. are grown, it is
not easy to say definitely, who the Tigulars are, from the available
literary sources.

Kanakadasa in his mohana tharangini (16 A.D.) makes a
reference, that the Tigular prepared a variety of food items and served
vividly to the brahmins assembled in the palace of Dwaraka. He
writes (3:51)

parama saukhyavanu antu tigularu patrabigara par
paraméanna muntida

Vara sannakkiydgara, tovve, palidyava
tarataradali badisidaru

It seems from this reference that the Tigular were a kind of
people well versed in cooking and catering. But no other documen-
tary evidence is available to confirm the actual origin of these people.

Tigulars from Epigraphical sources

In the Inscription of 12th century period, during the reign of
the Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana, we find many references to Tigulias,
who were defeated by the Gangaraja, the Mahapradhana of the
Hoysala king. There are references to Tigula, Tigula Daman and
Daman. Dama may designate a person or to a clan like Rudradama.

According to the epigraphical references the Tigular is not
simply a community but a ruling community or having power to hold
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a country. In that ruler community hailed a chief called Daman also
called Tigula Daman, Tigula Daman aranya saranya vrittivim. This
occurs in many inscriptions. But in all these inscriptions the com-
poser of the inscription refers with an attribute as Gangavadiya
tigular with no exception. This leads one to consider Tigular as a
ruling head and holds the power of Gangavadi - Gangabadi before
they were defeated by the Gangaraja, the Mahapradana of the
Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana and made over the country to
Viraganga, a vassal chief under the Hoysala.

From the inscriptional sources it is not impossible to
conclude that the Tigular are the rulers of certain area of land in
Karnataka and that they were defeated by the other Kings like Hoysala
during the 12th century A.D. and that they are no way concerned
with the Tamils; for the Cholas, Gangas of Talekad, the Pandyas and
the kings of Kongu country were listed separately as being defeated
by the Gangaraja the mahapradan of the Hoysala king.

Linguistic Aspects of the Reference

Let us examine the syntactic - semantic aspects of the
sentence that refers to the Ti gulars.

Gangavadiya tigularam bengondu viragangange
nimirccikottam

This sentence may be interpreted in different ways :

. Gangavadiyannu, (Accusative) tigularannu bengondu
Viragangange nimirccikottam.,

2 Gfangavédiya (possessive) tigularannu bengondu viragangange

mimirccikottam and

- Also we can have third interpretation Gangavadiyalli (locative)
tigularannu bengondu viragangange nimirccikottam.

That means the phrase can be analysed as foliows:

1. Gangavadi-ya-(possessive t; gularam bengondu (adannu) . . kottam.

2, Gangavécji—yaa(accusative) tigularam bengondu (adannu) . . kogam-

G&ngavédi-ya—(locative) tigularam bengondu (adannu) . . kottam-



333

The above analyses are the possible syntactic explanations
of the phrase that refers to the Tigular.

In all these cases it is understood that the Tigular has some
connection with or hold over Gangavadi which perhaps historically
belonging to Viraganga who would have been a feudetory of the
Hoysala king Vishnuvardana during that period.

From the forgoing discussion we will come to the following
conclusion: The Tigulars are not Tamils and that they were a tribe
who used to invade and hold control over the territories from other
weaker feudal chieftains; they were overpowered by the crown kings,
who settled the feudal system to work smoothly. And that their main
source of attack was on the Gangavadi region. It is also important
fact that though these Tigular hold control over certain part of the
country they did not issue inscriptions of their own.

Tigulari (Inscriptions)

“Tigulari® is not a language with a separate script. Tigulari
inscriptions are those inscriptions, the language of which is Kannada
and written in Malayalam script admixure of Grantha script. Grantha
script generally used in South India to write Sanskrit portions of the
inscriptions either at the beginning or at the end. In the middle also
whenever a Sanskrit word is to be used was written in Grantha seript.
The Haiva, Tulu, Kongana area where this type of inscriptions are
available, is more close to the Malayalam speaking area, where the
use of Kannada script is a question. Though Tulu script was in vogue
at that time, use of it is restricted or nil at present so to say. There-
fore the great pandits of that area find Malayalam is more common
than that of Kannada script. We cannot assign any sense of secrecy
in writing Kannada language in Malayalam script. Malayalam has
developed its script already fully during 9th, 10th centuries deviat-
ing from Tamil grantha. Therefore there is no reason to say that
the inscriptions found at Gunavante or Hunsehalli were written in
transitional Malayalam. Perhaps Malayalam and Tulu scripts were
popular than that of Kannada in the coastal districts of Karnataka

at that time.
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This phenomena is just like writing Tamil inscriptions in
vatteluttu, a script used in the Chola - Pandya region and in Kerala
during 8th, 9th and 10th century A.D. Even now we can notice the

accent of the coastal Kannada resembles that of Malayalam
accent.

Therefore the script called tigulari is definitely Malayalam
and the use of it is quite natural with the Kannada while the Kannada

serves as lingua franca of the coastal towns during that period from
where many tigulari inscriptions are found.

To conclude from the foregoing discussions the term tigula
or tigala has nothing to do with the Tamils as referred to by many of
the early scholars to which there is no authority. Even if it means a
group of people it is only the ruling tribe dominating the region around
Mysore or the Gangavadi of earlier days.

The term Tigula - Tigalar may be equated with Oliyar occur-
ring in ancient Tamil literature who were the vassal chief under the
Cholakings. Sometimes fighting against the crown king.

The term tigulari, to mean the same of the script, is only a
convenient and conventional usage used for the inscriptions which
are written in Malayalam script admixture of Grantha script which is
used for writing Sanskrit words in regional languages.

Tigular and its Etymology

Some scholars have different opinion in analyzing the meaning
to the word tigulari. They divide the phrase ti gularya as tigula + arya

for which there is no clue as to what “drya’ means in this context.

Because ‘4rya’ if connected with ‘arya’ as opposed to dravida, ‘arya’
then means

_ ‘Sanskrit’. But the inscription says that they learn the
script along with nagari which is the script of the later period to write

Sanskrit as against grantha which is used in the South Indian
inscriptions.

_ The editors of the inscriptions derived the word from Dravida-
Dravila Divila - Tiguia and says it denotes Dravida particularly Tamils.
But Dravida in Kannada inscriptions also refer to a particular sect of
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Jain ascetics. We have references to dravida sanga to mean the
assembly of the Jaina monks in many Kannada inscriptions and the
question is whether this Jaina monk formed military group to capture
certain territories like Gangavadi from the other ruling clan.

Moreover the term Dravida not only refers to the Tamils but
also in some inscriptions it refers to the Pallava kings - (Chera, Chola,
Pandya and Dravida kings).

Therefore ascribing the Jaina sangha - one of the sect of the
Jaina sangha to militant group, occupying the Gangavadi and which
as defeated by the Gangaraya, the Hoysala chief and to restore the
country to the king of Gangavadi to Viraganga is unimaginable guess.
Therefore equating or deriving the word tigula from dravida is not
acceptable from the linguistic and also from historical point of view.

Oliyar in Tamil Literature

Contradicting to the above discussion there is a possibility to
identify ‘Tigular’ or ‘Tamils’ if we speculate the Tamil literary sources.

The term tigula - tigalar may be equated with oliyar accruing
in ancient Tamil literature who were the vassal chief under the Chola
kings. Sometimes fighting against the crown king.

In the ancient Tamil literature of the Sangam period about
2nd century A.D. we find a reference to Oliyar a ruling tribe who
were defeated by the Chola king Karikala (Pattinapalai: 274 - 282)
among the list of other kings and chieftains like Aruvalar, the
Northerners, Westerners, the Pandya, Poduvar and Irunkovel.

Tigular which freely varies with Tigalar meaning OI%Var
a ruling clan may be equated with Oliyar mentioned in the ancient

Tamil works.

pal oliyar panipu otunga

tol aruvilar tolil kétpa
vatavar vata kutavar kimpa
punpotuvar valiponra

irunkévél marunku caya (Pattinapalai 274-282)
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In the above passage the poet lists the names of the kings
and the clan who were defeated and captured by the Chola king -

Olivar, Aruvalar, Vadavar, Kudavar, Tennavan, Poduvar and
Irunkovel.

Semantically Oliyar means 'of the fame’ they or they of
shining'. The word tigula is to be referred to as tigular where tigul
means ‘shine’ (fame) which suits to the context equating tigular of
the inscriptions to oliyar of the sangam reference. It is not uncommon
in Tamil that the poets used to translate the names for which references
are available elsewhere. For instance Satakarni a name of the

Satavahana king is translated as nirruvar kannar in Cilappatikaram,
a Tamil epic of 2nd century A.D.

Even the form tigu if we analyse as having the connotation
of burning fire etc., as an onomatopoeic ‘tigu tigu’ (flaming high) is
commonly used. Therefore whether it is tigal or tigu] - tigula the
sematic expansion goes with something like fire, flame, leading to
arrive at the meaning ‘shining’, which means oli in Tamil.

Taman (Dama) : in Tamil Literature

We find this term as name of the person for certain poets
whose verses are found in ancient Tamil works.

They are as follows :

tamappal kannanar (puram 43)
muta tima kanniyar (238)
maturai palaciriyar nal timanar (akam 92)
tiruttamanar (puram 243)
naltamanar {narrinai 133)
taman tdnrikkon (akam 399)

(taman tonrikkon is not correct).

So far no one had ever tried to identify the name Taman
affixed to the person name of the Tamil poets of Sangam period.

- All these conjuctures lead to the following conclusions that
the tigula may be a translated form of oliyar of Sangam literature



337

which is used in Kannada as tigular. That this tigular cannot be denived
from dravida a linguistic change which is not possible. Further dravida
gana is one of the religious guild moving towards south like desiga
gana (364) mahadésigana (374) balatkara gana (380) and also like
different sangha like dera, nandi, simha which are reférred to in the
Chikkabeta inscriptions (364) and that during this period we could
not find that they formed any kind of military group to capture the
lands.

To sum up, the word Tigula refers to a ruling community
who used to invade Gangavadi region and not necessarily the word is
attributed to the Tamils whose presence is not at all attested by the
inscriptions. And that the word tigalari is a script derived from or
Malyalam admixture of grantaha and Tulu used to write Kannada
language in the inscriptions around the coastal area of Karnataka
during 10th the 11th centuries. And as wrongly guessed by the scholars
it is not a secret language of script used in the military training.

It is a hypothesis, to identify tigular with oliyar of Sangam
poem for which we need more documentary evidence to substantiate.
Till then the question of Tigulas remain unsolved.

Some Epigraphical references

‘Is not Dama, who while the distructive point of the sharp
sword in your hand raised with the desire of victory was lifting up the
skin of his back, fled in the direction of Kanchi enough’?

Oh! Ganga, unable to expose his body to the turn of your
sword, once in battle, the Tigula Dama escaped and took refuge in
the forest and thinking of it again and again, even now is frightened
like the deer, day and night to the consternation of his faithful wives.

Having driven out the Tigulars he restored Gangavadi to
Viraganga (342, 355, 547, Ec. Vol. 1II).
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CHILDREN - THE WITHERING CROPS
G.Rajagopal

Childhood is a time for enjoying oneself.
But there are millions of children in India
who have to work up to 16 hours a day.
They have no time for play, for education,
for family affection.

(Ammu Joseph, “Children’s Day another working day”,
The Hindu, November 14, 1995)

No couple can be said to be a family when they are childless.
Children play a vital role in keeping the family intact and cheerful.
Indeed, they actually generate and nurture the sense of responsibility
in the parents who were till recently individuals. Moreover children
bring respectable status to their parents in society. Every parent try
to provide the best things to their children that they can manage at
the expense of taking all risks and troubles. In turn, the parents expect
their children to be good and bright and fulfil their aspirations.
Generally no parent want the children to undergo any trouble for
their own livelihood. Rather they wish to shoulder all sorts of troubles
simply to bring up their children in the society and to provide a good
future for them.

In ancient days, children might have been very much helpful
to their parents in carrying out the family businesses suqh as
agriculture, weaving, trade etc. By taking part in the family busi'n.ess,
children did actually get training for their future life. Children might
have started working for others in their fields, trade etc., due to
several reasons mainly for the survival of their own family. IF may
not be possible to see child labour in a systematic manner In the
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earlier period as against the modern period wherein small scale and
cottage industries have come in a big way.

Child labour could be mainly due to over population and
poverty in which condition, though the parents are reluctant but forced
to send their children for work in factories to overcome the situation
prevailing in their homes. In a way, the children become the victims
of exploitation and lose the opportunity of experiencing happiness of
childhood and are deprived of schooling. When they work in factories,
they are mostly subjected to harassment or ill-treatment by their
superiors in addition to the exploitation by the proprietors of the
factories. Though the government has laid down the rules and
regulations, not to engage children in their factories, hardly anyone
follows it. Both the parents and the proprietors are responsible in
breaking the government rules. Without minding the feel ing of children
and the harassment which their children will undergo, parents in most

of the cases, send their children for meagre wages, which the
proprietors utilises for their own profits.

As we know in Tamil Nadu areas such as Sivakasi, Virudu-
nagar are famous for Match Works Industries, Fireworks Industries
etc. These industries are well known in engaging child labour for
meagre wages and gaining much profit. When 1979 was celebrated
as the world childrens’ year, many human rights activists and
following them writers with social vision in Tamil, concentrated on
childrens’ welfare and portrayed their feelings, problems etc., in their
creative writings. It is to be noted here that there was a report on the
issue of child labour in Sivakasi area in The Times of India newspaper
at the page no. 16 of the 6th April 1994.

The salient points of the report are as follows: “A gathering
of nearly 100 local children here, mostly girls, adopted last weekend
aradical resolution calling for the abolition of child labour. Radical,
because Sivakasi is known to have the hi ghest concentration of child
workers in the world. The assembled children raised their hands in
unison when asked whether they wanted to go to school instead of
the workshed of a neighbourhood match factory or a unit making

| fire crackers. This issue was put to vote at the felicitation function
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organized to greet a 200-member group to human rights activists,
now on a Bharat yatra from Kanyakumari to New Delhi.

Here I have taken two short stories namely arambu (The
Bud) and nasukkam (crushing) written by Melanmai Ponnusamy
and So Dharman respectively for discussion. These stories focus
problem of child labour and also portray the feelings of children.
The short story arumbu was first published in kalki - a Tamil weekly
magazine, in 1989 and later in June 1990, it was selected and published
along with eleven short stories of different writers, in the short stories
collection putiya kirru (The Fresh Wind) by the Tamil Nadu
Progressive Writers association. The other short story nasukkam
was first published in the issue of June 1992 of Subha Mangala -
a Tamil monthly magazine and it was selected and published in English
translation in January/February 1994 in Katha of Mrs. Geeta
Dharmarajan.

The protagonist of the short story arumbu is Chelli, who is
about 12 years old. She is the only issue to the mother whose husband
died in a bomb explosion while digging the soil for the construction of
awell. The mother is a bedridden patient for a quite long period after
the death of her husband. The girl Chelli, with no help from any
source goes to one match works factory which is situated in Sivakasi
area. Every day the factory bus comes to her village and takes her
along with other children to the factory. Chelli daily goesto the factory
in the dawn with Muttulakshmi who is a major girl, and returns in the
evening. Sunday is the holiday for the factory. Chelli used to get
ninety rupees as the wages for a week-long labour. With that little
amount she meets the expenditure of her family. One fine Saturday
evening, the agent through whom Chelli got employment, comes 10
her house and passes her a sad news which he brought from the
factory. He tells her that the proprietor of the factory has asked the
children to leave their job due to the short supply of chlorate and jche
strict vigilance of government labour officials. Hearing the shocking
news, Chelli’s mother trembles like anything. She begs him to see to

it that Chelli is not sent home without job. However, the agent, taking
the pathetic situation into his consideration. Suggests her to send
Chelli dressed with a tavani (The Half Saree) to the factory.
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(The girls dressed with tavani are considered as major ones). It gives
a shock to the mother as well as the daughter and leaves them in
tears. The agent leaves the place thinking that the right decision will
come out after sometime. The mother feels very sorry for her helpless
situation. After a long debate in her mind, she decides not to send
her daughter dressed with a Tavani, whatever may come. With sheer
determination, she tells Chelli, “I don’t want to drink the gruel by
bringing disgrace to you, pledging your honour and dressing you in
an awkward way..... we need not preserve our lives like this.”

“This mother does not have the courage to commit the sin
of crushing and smelling the bud that is to flower .

“Let things happen as fate has decreed. Dear, from tomorrow
on wards you need not go for work™ (arumpu, p.35).

Chelli is very much moved by her mother’s emotional
outburst. She too has come to a similar decision even before hearing

from her mother. The Sunday passes heavily leaving the mother and
the daughter in great depression.

Muttulakshmi, the friend of Chelli, as usual comes in the
early morning of Monday and calls Chelli. She wants to know from
her whether she would come for the job or not. Chelli in a great

depressed voice says, ‘yes’ and goes along with her to the job with
the Dhavani folded in her hands.

The story ends ironically here with the compromise of Chelli
because of the pathetic family condition.

Thé girl child portrayed in the short story is very affectionate
to her mother, with clear understanding of her family condition and
also seems to be quite responsible to shoulder the burden which falls
on her. Though she has been deprived of her childhood and education

by her mother and exploited by her superiors and the factory owner,
she never worries about them.

While getting into the factory bus in the early mornings and
evenings, she and the other children have been scolded by the bus
conductor for any delay on their part. She seems to be not worried
even about that. The irony is that the same conductor will be very
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kind and polite to the major girls, even if they are much late. When
she and others laugh because of the jerking movements of the bus
due to the ups and downs in the road, the driver used to threaten
them and call them as ‘kutti picacukal’ (The little ghosts). Chelli,
with the other girls, silently accepts this kind of ill-treatment without
thinking much about it. She also fails to realise the exploitation of the
factory owner who sends one bus for collecting two bus-load of
children to the factory and also for paying very meagre wages and
making huge profit out of it.

Whereas, when she was asked to come dressed with tavani,
she behaves like a very mature girl who is aware of the significance
of wearing the tavani. Though she is very much affectionate to her
mother, she wishes to stand by her decision and would have reacted
with firmness, if her mother had compelled her to wear the tavani.
She makes her mind by herself, “No. Not at all. Even if I die, I
wouldn’t wear ‘tavani’ now. I would not agree at all. It is impossible
for me. Not at all. Rather I will give up my life” (arumbu, p.35).
Before she conveys her decision to her mother, the latter herself
also feels in the same way: “What a cruelty? Without her attaining
the age, how to dress with a ‘tavani’ a child that is still sucking the
fingers? The Tavani that is to be put on her in a function, inviting all
the village people and relatives, with a feast and with the maternal
uncle presenting it (Dhavani) as a gift... how to put it on just to
hoodwink the law? Oh! such an ignominy for my daughter too! Oh
God! why should fate maul and disgrace the life of poor people”
(arumbu, p.34).

On the one hand, Chelli proves to be more emotional and
sentimental towards the problem of wearing a tavani, on tl}e other
hand, she proves herself to be the most understanding and adjustal?lc
girl who suppresses her emotional feelings for the sake of her family
situation which compels her to wear ‘Dhavani’ and go for the work.

The other short story nasukkam (crushing) also has aASImllar
theme with similar child characters. In arumbu Chelli .is deplctgd as
the protagonist whereas in nasukkam a few childre.n_ Ilke. C‘hel'lx are
the principal characters. They all hail from poor families, living in -the
remote villages of Southern part of Tamil Nadu and are working
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as labourers in a fireworks factory. The transportation of the children
is taken care of by the factory itself. The foreman Sankaran Pillai
usually scolds and threatens them and gets enormous work done by

the children. The children used to be afraid of Sankaran Pillai’s
torturing voice and merciless behaviour.

The children are engaged in different kind of works like
preparing the fuses, rolling thin white paper and arranging the crackers
in grosses, measuring and cutting fuses according to the size of the
crackers, dipping them in chemicals and inserting them into the
crackers etc. If there is great deal of waste fuse, there will be a
deduction of three grosses in the account of the children. So all the
children do their work with great care and fear. Though they take
bath after finishing their work, the chemicals mixed with Aluminium
dust are generally sparkling on their noses, faces and hands. Daily
after completion of work each one will gets piece of soap that is
used for washing clothes. That may partly remove the Aluminium

powder, sulphur and other black chemicals which are sticking alli
over their bodies.

One fine evening, foreman Sankaran Pillai comes running
fast, waving his hands towards the bus that was about to start. He
asks the children to get down for the special overtime work for which
the wages would be paid as soon as they finish the work. A few
children accept the offer and go for overtime work. In the process
of packing the fire works, the stapler pins get exhausted. The foreman
searches for the pins in the office. Since there is no pin-pocket stock
in the office he gives candles to the children. He cautions them to
use the candles with great care while they pack. Within no time, the
factory goes in smoke. Eight children, six youths, and three old men

are found charred along with crackers that had exploded. Five women

also get charred in the exploitation beyond recognition along with the
crackers.

Thus the story ends with a sad note.

. The children portrayed in this short story are very obedient
and sincere to their work and superiors. They very well know that

they are ill-treated and exploited by their superiors. But digest them
with no other option.
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When the children, after the completion of work, are given
a piece of soap daily which is not adequate to clean even a part of
their body, one minor boy Chellaiya who is quite daring and adept in
speaking out asks, “Why don’t you give a full cake of soap? This
half cake is enough only for washing the hands. When we see in the
morning, the body is sparkling, the aluminium powder does not go
even after bathing” (Subha Mangala, p.45).

He had hardly shut his mouth. The five fingers of the Senior
Accountant’s hand left behind their marks on his cheek.

“You dog, mind your business. Full cake, half cake... you need not
come to work from tomorrow” (Ibid.). Thus shouts the Accountant.

When the boy asks the Accountant to settle his account
immediately, the Accountant tells him to bring his father the next
morning to collect his wages. The boy daringly argues, “It was I
who worked here, not my father” (Ibid.).

But the poor Chellaiya is now languishing in “Tattapparai’
minor jail. The Charge against him was that he had stolen from tl::e
company a bag of chlorate and sold it. His younger now working in
another company carries the name as the sister of chlorate thief
Chellaiya.

The children here are treated merely as cattles. Whenever
they raise their voice against the atrocities of authorities, they will be
given this kind of punishment. They very well know that they are
exploited by the factory people but no one rebels. They even qot
seem to be bothered while they are not given adequate facilities
also. In each of the small buildings of the factory, there are four
doors, one on each side and there is a water-tub at each e.ntrax?ce.
People, young and old are huddled in each building like sticks in a
match-box. When a new boy asked the experienced boys, “why are
there four doors for this small room?” (Ibid., p. 43) One boy explains
to him after making fun of him for his innocence. “Only four persons
should sit down and work in this room. All the four should not sit mn
the same place. Each one should sit separately near each gntrance.
After filling up one ring with the material, he should tfike it out and
leave it in the platform for drying. No fuse-inserted ring should be
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allowed to remain in the room. After leaving the ring in the platform
or while coming from outside one should dip one’s legs in the tub and
wash them before entering the room. If not, the dust sticking to your
feet will rub against this cement floor - the black powder sticking to
the floor will get ignited and all the rings will catch fire and you will
be charred in the fire. You will meet the same fate as that fellow
“Sangili’ (Ibid.). The writer ironically narrates, “The new boy looks
at everyone in a bewildered manner. All of them laugh mockingly.
While one door was slightly opened, the other three had been closed
and locked. Someone had scribbled with black powder a zero by the

side of the four, making it forty, in the ‘only four persons’ board
hanging on the wall” (Ibid.).

From this depiction, we can understand that the children are
exploited by the factory people in not following the rules and
regulations framed by the government. According to the
government’s rules and regulations, the fireworks factory must be
closed by evening 4 O' clock. After that there shouldn’t be any one
there except the watchman. Another rule is that the crackers
prepared in a day should be taken to the go-down the same day. But
it is a fact that hardly these rules and regulations are followed.

In the case of overtime work, the factory pays immediate
cash to the children as soon as they finish the work. Apart from
getting the bus fare for their journey to their places, they will also get
free tea, bun and pakoda. Some children expecting these, get down
from the bus and go for the overtime work. The authorities provide
them petromax lights which are hidden otherwise in day times.
Naturally, the heat gets generated in that small room. When the
foreman provides candles to the children for sealing the crackers,
knowing very well the danger involved in using them, the exploitation
of the children reaches the zenith resulting in wholesale slaughter.

In the case of major girls who work in the factory, the
sup.eriors working with them behave immorally taking advantage of
their position. Some girls like Mikkel utilise their weakness for
cc_mtinuity of their jobs in the factory and for better wages. Another
girl Saroja accepts secretly a few good bundles of stiff fuses, which
will fetch better wages, from Shanmugayya who prepares the fuses.
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He also often secretly sends food pockets to her through some boy
working there, with the intention of seducing her. She cleverly accepts
all these without bothering about moral values.

Through this short story, it is clear that children are victims
of exploitation. But they seem to compromise the exploitation and
oppression with their family condition. They understand the problem
very well but simply accept the exploitation and ill-treatment meted-
out to them. The children, when they go out with the rotten smell of
the black chemicals sprinkled on their body, are subjected to criticism
from the public on many occasions. Though they are ashamed of it,
one boy observes, “We are not aware of this foul smell. But we are
unable to stand before others. We feel very bad to see the way they
grimace. We have no choice. Our mothers gave birth to us at that
auspicious moment. There is no refuge other than this. Otherwise
we have to stand by the roadside waiting for someone to call us for
some work (Ibid., p.43).

From this observation, we can understand how far these
children are feeling sad for their hopeless situation and suppressing
their feelings. When they know that the factory is exploiting them,
at the behest of their poor family condition, by not providing them
enough soap and water facility atleast to clean the aluminium
chemicals which are sparkling on their bodies, they never feel that
they should ask the factory to provide the adequate facilities.
Whenever they go to the well in the flower garden of a neighbour
for washing their hands and feet, they were many a time chased
away by the gardener with good scolding. “You... mischievous brats,
will you go away or shall I break your legs. You have come to washing
off one and half tons of black chemicals coating on your body. Even
cattle and sheep refuse to drink water from the place where you put
your hands. Pack off to your tubs” (Ibid., pp. 42-43). Though the
gardener seems to be right on his part, the children fail to understand
it and also not realising that they have been exploited by the factory
owner in not providing them the adequate facilities. Rather they get
angry over the attitude of gardener and criticise him as follows, “Th-is
fellow will be set right only the day we mix the black chemicals in
water and pour it down the well” (Ibid., p. 43). Since they feel t-hat
the owner of the factory has not involved directly in the exploitation
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or ill-treatment which meted-out to them, it seems, the children fail
to raise their voice against their owner.

In nutshell, because of the poverty condition in the family
the children are deprived of education and sent to work in match and
fire works factories at a tender age. It will be relevant here to quote
a report of G.V. Krishnan, which appeared in The Times of India
newspaper on 6th April 1994. It says, “In Sivakasi, however, hand
made match units came up in a big way because of the dry climate,
scanty rainfall and above all, availability of cheap labour in the area.
The growth of match industry attracted a massive inflow of mi grant
labour, both adults and children, in search of work in Sivakasi. Today
an estimated child labour force exceeding one lakh is engaged in the
match and fireworks units of Sivakasi and neighbouring towns. Child
workers, in the age group of four to fourteen, are brought here by
the factory buses in the early hours of the day from villages within a
20 km. radius of Sivakasi. The child workers, who are paid piece
rates, are made to work for over 12 hours a day to meet production
targets. In many cases parents are known to have forced their

children, mainly girls, to take up work in match factories in order to
augment the family income.”

From the above report it is clear that the children are
exploited by both the parties that is the parents and the factory
owners. From the short stories it is clear that the ch

ildren are exploited
indirectly by

their parents and directly by the factory owners. In
addition to this, the children have been subjected to physical humiliation
and mental torture at the hands of their superiors who work along
with them in the factories. The children are made to work for long
hours extending upto 12 hours a day in unheally ill-ventilated, ill-
lighted, polluted atmosphere. The children depicted in the short stories
compromise with all these for the sake of the meagre wages they
are paid which will help the family to have one meal a day. The
children, portrayed in these short stories, are aware of the ways and
means by which they are being exploited but they are helpless to do
a.nything to set the things right. According to MK, Dhar, “Child
rights™ abuse continues due to poverty but because exploitation of
poverty is profitable... studies have shown that families above the
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poverty line also send their young children to work to increase
earnings not merely to survive... (‘continued violation of children’s
rights’, Hindustan Times, December 4, 1997).

He riglitly observes as follows : “It is a sad reflection on the
country’s governance that even after one year of the Supreme Court’s
landmark judgement banning child labour in major industries, the states
have refused to comply with directions given to them to bring about
speedy elimination of this evil practice. Not withstanding the existence
of constitutional guarantees and prohibitions under labour and welfare
laws, nearly 100 million children continue to languish in poverty and
slavery. As long as economic justification is cited for the continuance
of child labour, the abysmal situation will continue, thanks to the
ineffectiveness of policies and lack of sincerity on the part of
governments.”

For eradicating the child labour from our fand, M.K. Dhar
writes : “Compulsory primary education, which is easily accessible
and is related to the child’s social environment, has proved an effective
tool in keeping children away from the labour force in several
developing countries and in India, in Kerala and Hariyana. Only
education can provide the social mobility to break the vicious circle
of poverty and exploitation.”

It would be appropriate here to remember the words of our
former Prime Minister, P.V. Narasimha Rao, “Child labour is a sad
reality of our world. Wherever it is practised, it has to be eliminated.
Inducing children to education is clearly the means to achieve this
objective.”



VICTIMIZATION OF CHILDREN IN
TAMIL SOCIETY

M.Srinivasan

The outstanding Austrian educator Herman Gmainer
(1919 -86) observed that “Humanity’s future depends not only on the
achievements of technology, and not only on the development of those
or other political forces, but above all on the extent to which the
world succeeds in indicating the sense of inner dignity upon the
growing generation” (Soloveichik, 1990).

Despite hectic planning, welfare programmes, legislation and
administrative action in the past five decades since Indepen- dence,
amajority of Indian children continue to remain in distress and turmoil.
The Constitution and the laws promise a life with dignity to every
child. The State is unable to fulfil even the basic minimum needed to
enable the destitute, the neglected and the delinquent children whose
number may exceed a hundred million to develop their full potential
and grow as healthy citizens in society. There are many explanations
for this apparent failure of society and the State towards children.
However, if the commitment is real and the programmes are supported
by appropriate resources and supervision, there is no reason why the

situation cannot change for the children of India at least by the turn
of the century.

' The struggle for survival, the extent of malnutrition, the
inhuman exploitation of the labour of the child, the gender

di;crimination against the girl child, the abuse of the child, etc. are
widespread in the State of Tamil Nadu.

Status of children in Tamil Society

The commonly accepted definition of a child in India is a
person between 0 and 14 years of age. According to the Census of

Ind%a, there are an estimated 300 million children in this age group in
India Today (UNICEF, 1994a).
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Literacy

While statistics indicate that over 99 million children were
enrolled in primary schools in 1990-91, much less is known about
attendance, and the quality of education. Data also reveal that an
estimated 48% of the population remains illiterate today. About 19 to
24 million children in the age group 6 - 14 and 121 million adult iiliterates
in the age group of 15 to 35 (with over 60 percent females in both
cases$) are estimated to fall in this category (UNICEF, 1994b).

Tamil Nadu, with a steadily increasing literacy rate (62.66%
in 1991 - male: 73. 75% and female:51.33%), now ranks second only
to Kerala among the larger States of India. Tamil Nadu has also
achieved over 100 percent gross enrolment at the primary level, while
net enrolment is not known. The drop-out rate at the primary level
has declined steadily, from 54.9% in 1961 - 62 to 19. 3% in 1991-92.
However, there is a considerable disparity between boys and girls
with SC/ST girls having the highest drop out rate of over 30%
(Government of Tamil Nadu, 1993a).

Health

India has made progress in reducing its infant mortality rate
from a level of 129 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1971 to 79 in 1992.
Yet, of the 25 million children born every year in India, two million die
before reaching the age of one. A majority of these deaths are due to
avoidable infections and malnutrition (UNICEF. 1994 c). Even though
there has been a drop in the population below the poverty line to 2'9‘2
percent in 1987 - 88 in terms of number, a staggering 250 milit?n
people presently suffer from varying degrees of malnutrition in India.
Children in particular are worst affected (Govt. of India, 1993).

In Tamil Nadu, the Birth rate is 20.8 in 1991. The Birth rate
trends in the State show a steady decline and achievement of jI‘amnl
Nadu is remarkable when compared to other States. The infant
mortality in Tamil Nadu is 57 per 1000 live births (1992). Currenfly
nearly 70% of the infant mortality occurs in the first one month of life
and especially in the first week of life (Neonatal and Perinatal
Mortality) (Govt.of Tamil Nadu.1993 b).

Girl Child in Tamil Society

In India, not all children are treated equally, and many mi”i(t)l?s
face unequal opportunities for survival and development. Among et:
groups of the disadvantaged, for instance, are the girl child, stree
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children, children of prostitutes and children belonging to socially and
economically backward communities.The following are some
indicators of the low status of the girls and women in Tamil Nadu.

1. The sex ratio in Tamil Nadu has been declining steadily
during the century.

Year sex ratio

1901 1050
1951 1007
1991 972
2. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) between boys and girls.
Year Infant mortality rate
Male Female
1980 96 90
1986 74 86
3. Other disparities
Male Female
(a) Literacy 74.88% 52.29%
(b) Primary School drop out 17.1% 19.6%
(c) Secondary School drop out  34. 7% 43. 5%
(d) Agricultural wage Rs.10/- Rs. 8/~
per day per day

(Source: Govt.of Tamil Nadu. 1993d)
FORMS OF VICTIMIZATION
Child Labour

Economic exploitation of children in India is extensive and
appears to have increased over the years. The Census of India in
1981 estimated that there were 13.17 million child workers (below
the age of fourteen) engaged mostly in rural agricultural activities.
The National Sample Survey in 1983 estimated that there were 17.36
million child workers in the age group of Sto 15 years. The Operations
Research Group placed the figure at 44 million in 1983. Most of
these children work under stressful conditions in agriculture, and
industries, often hazardous. Some are ‘bonded’ and even sold into

prostitution. Estimates by non-governmental organisations place the

?;;rzg)t figure of children under servitude at 55 million (UNICEF,
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In a survey conducted in 1993/94, in 7 blocks in Virudhunagar
and 4 blocks in Tirunelveli District for the Department of Social
welfare, a total of 80,221 working Children in the age group of 6-14
years in all occupations-matches, fire works, printing, agriculture,
service sector, etc. were identified. Of these 44% are boys and 56%
are girls. Out of 80,221 working children 53,479 are full - time workers
and 26, 742 are part-time workers. There are 65,908 children working
in the Match industry according for 82% of the total child working
forces. Of these 40% are boys and 80% are girls. Of these child
workers. 40,974 are full-time workers (37% are boys and 57% are
girls) and 24, 934 are part-time workers (45% are boys and 55% are
girls). The survey also found 5,176 children working in fire works
industries. Of these 48% are boys and 52% are girls. There are
3,368 full- time workers (51% are boys and 49% are girls) and 1,808
part - time workers (43% are boys and 57% are girls). The main
area of child labour in the fireworks is in Vembakottai Block of
Virudhunagar District. The educational status assessment found that
while the majority of the children had enrolled in primary school,
most had dropped out of the primary level to enter the labour force
(Government of Tamil Nadu. 1993¢)

Besides this, thousands of children are working in the
unorganised sector as domestic servants, hawkers, rag pickers, paper
vendors. etc. It is in the unorganised sector children are most
shamelessly exploited.

Bonded Labour

The existence of bonded labour in the state of Tamil Nadu
came into light in September 1995. Early in September 1995, 14
Children were redeemed from eight beedi agents operating in North
Arcot Ambedkar district’s Kodiyoor hamlet. The agents were arrested
under the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976, invoked for
the first time in the district. Later the agents were let on bail. The
children, aged between 8 and 13, were pledged with the agents fora
few hundred rupees. Six more agents were arrested on September
30, 1995. (Front line, November 4-17, 1995).

Female Infanticide

Patriarchal family system that has existed for
in Tamil Nadu along with special rights of male ¢
property and religious rites has resulted in a strong ma

many centuries
hild for family
le preference
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in many communities. This coupled with dowry system and low
status position of girls in the society has led to the problem of female
infanticide in many parts of Tamil Nadu. In Tamil Nadu it came to
the lime light during 1986 with focus on particular community in
Usilampatti Taluk of Madurai District. Later some of the non-govern
mental organisations came across sporadic incidence of the some
practices in Salem and Periyar Districts. Now it has been confirmed
that atleast in 8 districts, viz. Madurai, Salem, Periyer, Coimbatore,
Dharmapuri, North Arcot, South Arcot and Tirunelveli, the practice
of female infanticide is prevalent. Similarly, the practice of female
infanticide has not been restricted to one or two particular castes or
communities, but transcended to several castes and communities.

The June 1986 issue of India Today magazine carried a very
extensive article on female infanticide in Usilampatti Taluk of Madurai
District in the Kallar Community. Among the Kallar Community in
this Taluk, almost in all the houses, there is an incidence of female
infanticide, as a result of which the female population of Kallar
community has gone down from 52% to 47%. Qut of the near 600
female births among Kallars in Usilampatti government Hospital, 570
babies vanish every year. Hospital sources estimate that more than
450 are victims of female infanticide (India Today, March 21-April 5, 1990).

A study was conducted in Salem District by the Community
Services Guild, a Tamil Nadu based voluntary organisation and Adithi,
a Bihar based voluntary organisation to find out the extent of female
infanticide. Out of 1250 respondents, 1238 were Hindus, mostly from
Gounder Caste. 476 respondents said that they would have to commit
female infanticide when more than one female child is born to them.
111 respondents (9.1%) said that they had committed female
infanticide in the previous two years (prior to January 1992). 837
respondents (67%) said that female infanticide was practised in their
village (Community Services Guild, 1992). Another study conducted
by RUHSA (Rural Unit for health & Social Affairs) a peripheral
community outreach service unit of the Christian Medical College
(CMC) Hospital, Vellore revealed the fact that in North Arcot District,
72% of female infant deaths are caused by infanticide. Nearly 95%
of the female infanticide in this area occurred in the Gounder
Community. The practice of female infanticide was not prevalent
among the Scheduled Castes, but only among members of Vannia
Gounder Community (The Hindu, October 25, 1992).
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After the media highlighted the problem, the Tamil Nadu
government has taken head - on the problem of female infanticide in
Salem District. According to official records 1,747 female infants
have been killed “due to Social Causes” (a emphemism for infanticide)
since 1989 in 19 blocks of this district. In one Particular block
(Konkanapuram village Primary Health Centre) alone in 1990, of the
607 live births, 91 infants died (25 male and 66 female). Of the 55
deaths under ‘Social Causes’ while only nine are male, as many as
46 are female. During 1991 of the 432 live births, 64 died (21 male
and 43 female), and those coming under ‘Social Cause’ are 34 female
compared to 6 male deaths. In 1992, till October, of the 728 live
births, 103 deaths were reported and 80% of these were female
babies (Indian Express, December 5, 1992).

In the year 1992, a study was conducted by Abel and Miller
in North Arcot District. The study revealed that 72% of female infant
deaths in this district are caused by infanticide which occurred in the
Gounder Caste (The Economic and Political Weekly, May 30, 1992).

The decline in the sex ratio in the villages surveyed in Salem
and Periyar districts was also revealed by a study conducted by
Community Services Guild (CSG) and Adithi. The sex ratio in the
villages surveyed in the two districts is as low as 742 against 972 for
the State of Tamil Nadu in 1991. The ratio varies with caste. For
Gounders, who constitute 40% of the population, it was only 4% of
the population. The sex ratio among the Scheduled Caste is 932, the
highest in the area (Front Line October 9. 1992).

Child Abuse

There is no one acceptable definition of ‘Child Abuse’. The
efforts of scholars have resulted in a multitude of definitions. The
problem of Child abuse gained international recognition wh.en
Professor Kempe, a Pathologist, coined the term “Rattered Qh_!ld
Syndrome” in the year 1962 and he described it “as a clinical condition
in which children had been physically abused by their Parents or
Guardians” (French, 1984). This definition is limited in scope as it
restricts abuse only to those acts of physical violence which pr_oduce
a diagnostic injury. Thus, act of neglect and maltreatment of children
which do not produce any injury but are equally harmful cannqt‘be
included in this definition. Burgess (1979) has given a wider deﬁnntlf)n
of child abuse. According to him, child abuse refers to "any child
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who receives non-accidental physical and psychological injury as a
result of acts and omissions on the part of his parents or guardians or
employers”. Sloan (1983) has given a few indicators of physical abuse,
which are bruises, burns, fractures, lacerations and abrasions,
abdominal injuries and human bite marks. Parental neglect is defined
as omission or lack of gestures from the parent towards his or her
child, whereas physical abuse is made up to voluntary or involuntary
acts, assaults and physical or emotional aggression towards the child
which also compromise his or her development (Ethier and Ercilia,
1991). According to Rane (1991), there are various forms of child
abuse such as physical abuse, emotional abu se, sexual abuse,
abandonment, child beggary and child labour. Ahuja (1992) has divided
the child abuse into three major types namely, physical, sexual and
emotional. He further states that neglect involves a disregard of the
physical emotional, moral or social needs of the children.

The problem of child abuse has gained the attention of social
scientists, the public and the government in the Western society since
1960s. In India, particularly in the State of Tamil Nadu, it has not yet
been recognised as a serious problem because of various socio-
cultural factors. Though the issue of child labour (one from of child
abuse) has raised a lot of debate and concern of the government and
researchers in our country there are not many systematic and empirical
studies on the other forms of child abuse such as the one perpetrated
in the family, school, in the work place, etc. Among the abuse of
children by different sections of society, the child abuse by parents is
the most important issue as the parents belong to the first social
institution and the child is supposed to get the first exposure of higher
values in life namely love and affection, inculcation of other values
such as tolerance to dissent, love and affection to siblings and parents

ansi ot.her basic things required for the growth and development of a
child into a responsible adult citizen.

In Tamil Nadu, a few micro-level studies were conducted.
Among those, the study conducted by Chockalingam & Srinivasan

(1994) on Child Abuse among the school going children in Madras
revealed that 95.6 percent of the children are punished in some form
or other, i.e., subj

. ected to abuse by parents. With regard to severity
of beating, the study revealed that only 11.8 percent of the subjects
were beaten to the extent that there were marks on the body as a
result of beating and 2.9 percent expressed problems of fracture due
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to beating. Another study conducted by Srinivasan & Manjushree
(1995) on “Child Abuse & Neglect in Families of Lower socio-
Economic strata” in Madras revealed that 94.5% of the children were
beaten by their parents. From the results of the study, it is also seen
that 15.9% of the children were beaten to the extent that there were
marks on the body as a result of beating and another small percent
(7.2%) expressed problems of fracture due to severe beating.

Child Prostitution

It is very difficult to say how many prostitutes are there in
our country. But, some rough idea can be established by looking into
the figures published in newspapers and magazines. Mendonca (1990)
reported that 20 percent of the prostitutes in this country are children.
This has also been stated by Singh in 1987. It has been estimated that
in Bombay alone there are 20,000 child prostitutes. Pai Patkar’s (1990}
study shows that there are an estimated 50,000 brothels in Bombay
with over 2,00,000 prostitutes, of which minors constitute 40,000.

In Tamil Nadu, there is no statistics available on the extent
of child prostitution.
Child Rape:
Victims of Rape under different age groups during 1991 and
1992 in the state of Tamil Nadu

Year | No.ofcases | Below 10-16 [16-30 | 30 years
reported 10 years years | years | & above

1991 316 19 64 216 17

1992 256 8 30 198 20

* NCRB Report says that victims were more than the cases reported.

Out of the total 10,410 rape cases reported during 1991 in
the country, 316 cases were reported from the state of Tamil Nadu.
Of which, the cases of ‘Paedophilia’ i.e., child rape (below 10 years)
is 19. The number of victims in the age group of 16-30 are 26 and in
the age group of 16-30 are 216, 30 & above are 17.

Out of the total 11,708 rape cases reported during‘1992 in
the country, 256 cases were reported from the State of Tamfl Nadu.
Of which, the cases of ‘Paedophilia’ is 8 in the State of Tamil Nadu.
The number of victims in the age group of 10-16 are 30 (Government

of India, 1992).
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It should be a matter of satisfaction that not a single case of
‘Paedophilia’ was reported from the state of Jammu & Kashmir, the
UTs of D & N Haveli and Daman & Diu and the urban agglomeration/

cities of Coimbatore, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Madras, Madurai, Varanasi
and Vishakhaptnam in the year 1992,

Legislations for the protection of children:

Indian Constitution guarantees Fundamental Rights to all its
citizens including children. Fundamental Rights peculiar to children
incorporated in the Constitution.

1. The Constitution permits the State to make special provisions in
favour of children (Art. 15(3)).

2. Article 24 provides that “no child below the age of fourteen years

shall be employed to work in any factory of mine or employed in
-any hazardous employment”.

3. One of the Directive Principles of State policy (Article 39(e) and
(f) in the Constitution obligates the state to give children facilities
to develop in a healthy manner and in conditions of freedom and
dignity, protecting childhood against exploitation and against moral
and material abandoment. Some of the other legislations include:
(1) The Juvenile Justice Act, 1986.

(2) Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986.

(3) The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (Amendment, 1986).

(4) Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 (Amendment, 1978).

(5) TheHindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956.

(6) TheHindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956 (Amendment, 1968).

(7) The Guardianship and Wards Act, 1980,

(8) The Children (Pledging & Labour) Act, 1933 (Amendment, 1970).

(9) The Woman and Children’s Institution Licensing Act, 1955
(Amendment. 1960)/

(10) The Probation of Offenders Act, 1958,

(11) The Orphanages and other Charitable H
Control) Act, 1960.

(12) The Primary Education Act, 1960.

(13) YoungPersons (Harmful Publications) Act, 1956.
(14) Apprentices Act, 1961.

omes (Supervision and
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Besides the above laws having a direct bearing on children
there are provisions concerning children in a variety of other laws
(Madhava Menon, 1990).

Salient features of child labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 1986

The above Act provides for prohibiting employment in
hazardous occupations, regulating conditions of work in permissible
occupations and obtaining uniformity in age as far as child welfare
legislations are concerned. While some of the earlier laws prescribed
the minimum age at 15, the Act of 1986 brought down the age to 14
there by excluding the protective umbrella for those between 14 and
15. The Child Labour Technical Advisory Committee is to advice the
Government as to which other occupations should be added to the
list of prohibited occupations.

In the case of those “non-hazardous™ occupations where
children below 14 may work, the Act provides for the maximum
permissible hours for particular classes of establishments and regulates
the disposition of period of work. Thus children under 14 may not
work between 7 p.m. and 8 a.m., nor can they be put to do overtime
work or work in two places on the same day. Further, no period of
work for a child may be longer than three hours. There after the
child must have one hour of rest. The maximum duration of work is
six hours per day which includes rest periods.

Legislations against bonded labour

Many laws against the practice of pledging children for work
in beedi units have been in force for several years, but hardly
implemented. While the Royal Commission on Labour (1933) abhorred
the practice of parents pledging their children for an advance, the
Beedi and Cigar Act (1966) prohibited the employment of children
under 14 years in any beedi or cigar factory. According to Bonded
Labour System (Abolition) Act (1979): * whoever forces services
from a person under the bonded labour system is punishable with
imprisonment (for three years) and a fine of Rs. 2,000, apart frop'x
paying Rs. 5 a day to the bonded labour for the period he was in
bondage” (Frontline, November 17, 1995).

U.N. Convention on the rights of the child

The Convention on the Rights of the Child, drafted by the
UN Commission on Human Rights and adopted by the General
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Assembly of the United Nations on 20 November 1989, came into
force as international law on September 2, 1990 following ratification
by the stipulated minimum of 20 member States. As of 1993, 159
countries had either signed the Convention or became State parties
to it by ratification, accession or succession. Government of India by
ratifying the Convention on the Rights of the Child on November 12,
1992, once again reaffirmed its commitment to children. To an extent,

the convention reiterates and elaborates what is already contained in
the Constitution of India.

The Convention draws attention to four sets of civil, political,
social, economic and cultural rights of every child. They are:

1. The right to survival: Which includes the right to life, the highest
attainable standard of health, nutrition and adequate standards of
living. It also includes the right from birth to a name, the right to

acquire a nationality, and as far as possible, the right to know and be
cared for, by his or her parents.

2. The right to protection: Which includes freedom from all forms
of exploitation, abuse, inhuman or degrading treatment and neglect

including the right to special protection in situations of emergency
and armed conflicts.

3. The right to development: Which includes the right to education,
support for early childhood development and care, social security,
and the right to leisure, recreation and cultural activities.

4. The right to participation: Which includes respect for the views
of the child, freedom of expression, access to appropriate information,
and freedom of thought, conscience and relj gion.

Conclusion

It is evident from the above discussion that children have
been exploited, maltreated and victimized in different forms. Despite
many legislations, including the Constitution of India for the protection
of children from any kind of victimization, they continue to suffer.
Bgt_people all over the world have started realising their rights and
raising ?heir voice against the violation of such rights. In other words,
ic? spirit of human rights and its message have inspired people. Hence
it is high time to protect the rights of children in particular and
safeguard them from different forms of victimization through proper
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implementation of legislations meant for children. The childrenasa
serious problem, according to Soli Sorabji (1990) * the framing of
Conventions and Charters will not put an end to violation of human
rights. But one thing is clear, the spirit of human rights and its message
have spread and inspired people all over the world. Human Rights
jurisprudence is gradually becoming acceptable as an important
component of any civilised legal system. The human rights record of
state has today become the legitimate concern of the international
community”.

10.
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