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FOREWORD

RECENT word-studies in ancient Tamil, as compared with
its sister dialects, have made it possible to identify with precision
the “roots™ of what is commonly known as the Dravidian group
of languages These roots are not mere vocal elements artificially
put- together by a comparison of analogous forms, as is the case
with most of the hypothetical “roots” constructed by Indo-Euro-
pean philologists for their languages. The Dravidian roots are real
words in their primitive stage, still to be met with here and there
in current writings, but most commonly used in early Tamil litera-
. ture. They number but a few scores, and, by a patient investiga-
tion of the laws of Tamil word-building, the conclusion is arrived
at, that it is from these scanty early forms that the entire vocabu-
lary of the Dravidian languages (excepting, of course, a handful
of onomatppoéti® terms) was derived. The identification of these
original words, coupled with the ascertaining of the laws which
govern the evolution of their derivatives, furnishes us with the
necessary data for a scientific study of Dravidian etymology.

On further examination of the laws of the evolution of
Dravidian derivatives from their germinal or root stage, it has
been found that the vocabularies of Sanskrit and the other
members of the Indo-European group were also evolved from the
same roots, by the operation of some additional laws occasioned
by the physiological tendencies of the peoples who made use of
the common word-materials for building up their own speeches.
This fact, I am aware, will not be recognised at once by scholars
who have hitherto discovered no more connexion between the
two groups than the accidental one of the mutual berrowing of
a number of stray words. The publication of my proposed
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Etymological and Comparative Lexicon, it is hoped, will enable
impartial students to discover the common origin of both the
groups for themselves.

The laws governing the formation of derivatives from the
original roots are set forth and fully discussed in a work entitled
AN ESSAY ON THE PRINCIPLES OF TAMIL ETYMOLOGY
which is now in course of preparation. The present Tamil treatise
gives the substance of the former, and is, mainly, a reprint of a
series of articles which appeared in some Tamil Journals of South
India and Ceylon.

Here is a brief summary of the principles of Tamil etymology
as discussed in the following pages:-

I. Primary roots are early words composed of one of the
four demonstratives a, u, i, and e and a formative consonant.
They are all grouped under four classes corresponding to the
aforesaid demonstratives, and semantically represent the root-
ideas of Near, Far (or hidden from view) Beneath and Above,
respectively. These roots, essentially monosyllabic, are, in more
cases, rendered dissyllabic by the addition of an enunciative for
facility of pronunciation. €. g. ... be near; = qr, hidden away,
within; @i, get beneath; erqyp, arise. '

II. Primary roots become diversified into other analogous
ones by

(1) Sense-differentiating enunciatives. e.g. @ift to get beneath,

becomes @\, to drag down, @u. to lay down & ¢

(2) Variation of the formative.e.g., (g becomes @@. to set

down; @, to sit down.

(3) Varnation of the radical vowel. e.g., eré, “the riser” the

sun, becomes g, to be lightsome, 2 -, to burn.

III. Secondary and tertiary roots are formed the following
ways:

(1) By introducing an inital intensive consonant. e.g., @i

to get beneath, become £ifl to dig into the ground; ge
to be light some, becomes Q&nefl, to shine.
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(2) By additional formatives. Thus: @qp. drag down, 8up-@®.

(3)

lag behind, @u. lay down, @er-@. become loose.

By lengthening (guna) and flattening (varddhi) the radical
vowel. Thus: @ fall down, mi, drag down; gmp, bend,
saue, to slip, tumble over. '

IV. Among the laws for the formation of derivatives are:

(1)

(2)

Reduplication and euphonic nunnation. e.g., e, to be
loose, @arée, to loosen; =i, to be near, =y (. to put
near (by reduplication) and jen(. to get near, (by eu-
phonic nunnation).

The use of suffixes which are no other than variations
of original root-words such as: 5. “the”; = ar. “having”
@B, “that which is”;“where a thing is”. Thus: Suws!.
“the thing that is sticky” i.e. grease, butter; Quiejer,
“having power to move”, a leader; Qauinde, “what
possesses heat”, sunshine. Prefixes are but seldom
used in the Dravidian group, unlike the Indo-European
which has a great fondness for them.

V. Of the many (and rather complicated) phonetic laws
governing dialectal corruption within the Dravidian group, only
the chief ones can be noticed here:

ey

(2)

Vowel changes - . <=, become e, 7 and g. ¢ and vice
versa. So too = and @ are interchanged. Again initial 2
has a pronounced tendency to become e (=w). This is
most patent in the Indo-European group, wherein a
great many Tamil roots having intial = are found with
inital v or w.

Consonantal changes- & changes into & and this into .,
5 and p and vice versa. Again & becomes g; and also &
is changed into e and u. The last is often represented
by an in Kanarese. u is also changed into @ and 1. This
last becomes e, while [ is also changed nto . Again e
and r interchange as do e. . B and 1_. Likewise, 5. L. e
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and e, 1, e, p. e are found to change places. In Tulu g
often stands for .

VI. Among the cases of dialectal corruption peculiar to the
Indo-European group the following may be noted as the earliest

ones:

ey

(2)

€))

4)

Initial vowels are easily elided and many words are now
found with their original formatives as initials. e.g.
Tam. o @ser Skt. lul; Tam. Qesefiés Lat. lux etc.
Other phonetic phenomena such as syncope, metathe-
sis, anaptyxis, haplology ctc. are also frequent.

A sibilant is often introduced before the initial conso-
nants of secondary roots. e.g., Skt. spas for pas, Tam.
unit wy-ap Gr. strepho for trepo, Lat. tremo, Tam.
Houy. Sme-

Similarly, a guttural (sometimes palatalised) is intro-
duced before initial vowels. Thus Tam. 2.1, 2.uf Lat..
uiuus, Goth. uwius, A.S. cwic (quick), Skt. jiv.

There is a tendency to add an r (trill) to certain
consonant sounds. Thus: Skt. droni, for Tam. Ggrenf};
vrdh, for tam. euen.

The later vowel gradations and consonental changes,
through which the various Indo-European speeches passed, are
not taken into consideration here, as they can be found in the
works of the philologists of Europe.

An appendix presents some of the many ramifications of a
single secondary root, as an illustration of the principles set forth
in the body of the work.

Nallur,

S. Gnana Prakasar, O.M.L

Jaffna, Ceylon,

30.1.32,
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Tamil India

Studies ip Tamil Prosody and Poetics

Persona in Tolkapiyam

A Grammar of Contemporary Literary Tamil

Cilappatikaram (Guom. mir.10.11)

Tani pacura togai (@uor. Eir.10.u)
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