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FOREWORD

Thiru M. Govindaraja Nattar the author of this historical
drama and the brother of the late lamented illustrious Tamil scholar,
Navalar, Panditha N.M. Venkatasamy Nattar, is himself a great
Tamil scholar and an inspired writer. The Historical Play has a
national value. Shakespeare and ilanko are a perennial inspira-
tion. The play way method is revolutionising the art of teaching
and there can be no better means of bringing home the message
of history than by dramatising it. This historical drama gives all
the details of Tanjore City, its streets, its temples, its endow-
ments and even the measures in use at the time; all the details of
the army and the navy, their divisions, numbers and organisation
and all the details of the campaigns of Rajendra; in short all that
.one can learn after a careful study of many researches - these are
given here in a very interesting way as only a drama can give.

Rajendra who extended the Tamilian kingdom as far as
the Ganges on the North, as far as the southern limits of Ceylon
on the South and as far as the Eastern Archepelago on the East
and as far as the Arabian Sea on the West, unfortunately
received but a bare mention in the ordinary text books of History
studied in our secondary schools. The Tamilians have not as
yet succeeded in gaining a proper historical perspective of their
country. If the present work of the author becomes popular even
as a pioneer work, the Tamilian is sure to achieve a certain amount
of self respect with a proper historical background. Inspite of the
life-like portraits of the Imperial Cholas painted with great
accuracy by research scholars like professor Nilakanta Sastry,
the common man is not even favoured with a silhoutte of these
architects of Tamil life, a life so very much transformed by the
Cholas through their temples, epics and cosmopolitanism. The
present drama displays necessarily an aggressive Tamilian spirit



but the basic principle of Tamilian culture is never forgotten.
Rajendra in the true spirit of a Tamilians is made by this authorto
Tamilianise even those spies from the north doomed already for
death.

But a drama stands or falls on its merits as a drama. This
drama also has to be judged from that point of view. Rajendra's
history is but the background for this drama. Apart from his
victorious march, this drama represents the victorious march of
his soul - from the slough of despondency into which he fell on

the death of the great emperor, his father. Raja Raja - whose
miraculous and immortal achievements in war and peace could
not be easily reconciled with a mortal frame, a march through
success to success, thanks to the inspiration of a loving mother, a
Tamilian culture, a Saivaite religion, an imperial ambition and a
glorious victory - an unimpeded march - till he himself turns away
from this very surfeit of success to hanker after rest - yes - a
vicorious march of his soul to the haven of peace vouchsafed to
him by the great sage Karuvoor Thevar who comes in at the proper
moment to bring home to the king certain truths of Life, herein.and
hereafter, and to give us through him a vision of the future, a real
perspective of the achievements of Rajendra within the infinity
of the historical background. Rajendra is thus raised to a higher
plane as a repositary of the Tamil culture in its onward march
through joy and suffering to its ever advancing goal of perfection.

This alone is not enough to weave a beautiful pattern of a
living drama. The author cunningly weaves into this fabric of a
drama, two beautiful pattems of contrasting love episodes - one a
comedy and the other a tragedy. The love story of Ammanga, the
daughter of Rajendra and her lover Narendra, the Eastem Chalukya
Prince, the patron of Nannayya Bhatta of Telugu Mahabharatha
fame and the father of the future emperor. Kulothunga |, is in a
way the main theme of this drama. The characters here are
superbly drawn befitting the royal descent of the couple and their
culture. The tragic story (an invention of the author) of Ammanga's
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maid servant, Anjugam and her lover Veerappuli brings together
not only the life in the street of the common man and the life in the
court of the great man of the age but also throws into bolder relief
the main background of the drama representing the victorious
march of the soldiers of Rajendra. Though ending as a tragedy
this story in its earliest parts starting as a story of the soldiers,
affords a good deal of comic relief.

_ The plot and characterisation are thus what one may
expect. The style keeps up the historical grandeur without
becoming pedantic. | do not know whether this will appeal to
the common man when enacted as a whoie; but cutting a few
scenes and omitting a few speeches, this can be brought to
manageabie proportions to be staged in any modern theatre.
Without hoping for this wider public the book can safely and
usefully work its way through the student population, the future
citizens of this great land, as a great success. May the author be
inspired to write more dramas of this kind.

T.P. Meenakshisundaram.

Madras
23.8.1949.
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