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SPECIAL PREFACE

At the request of the lion-like Gangan who by destroying his foes
annihilates their hatred ; who monopolizes the whose earth; whole elephants
stand as props on the eight points. Of it; who is the illustratious conqueror
both in himself'and in his ancestors; whose legs are encircled with the insig-
nia of Victory who is privileged to use the white umbrella (the sign of sover-
eignty); who, like the dark clouds, which seek no return for their munifi-
cence, has hands which diffuse gifts; who sways the sceptre of righteous-
ness; who delights in the arts and sciences; who is clothed with victorious
wounds as armour; -(at the request of such a Patron,) that a work should be
produced in Tamil, one of the eighteen languages current in India, the geo-
graphical boundaries of which are the sea to the east; Cape Comorin to the
south, Koorg to the west and Vengadam (Tirupati) to the north; - a language
which is an ocean in itself, and is divided into prose, poetic and dramatic
Tamil; with the understanding that the work should be executed on a plan
that may be appreciated by, and be of advantage to all (both learned and
unlearned); and also with the understanding that the whole work should be
constructed on the plan of ancient writers, embracing the five grand sub-
jects, Viz. letters words, subject-matter, poetry and rhetoric considering each
subject in reference to genus, species and individual kind; and moreover
with the understanding that the work should have reference to the four
grand objects of human existence, viz. the attainment of virtue, wealth, plea-
sure and heaven, which the Divine Self-existing. Being has been pleased to
confer upon man, that being who is incarnation of wisdom, who is without
beginning, end, comparison, form, desire or aversion; e{nd who from the
graciousness of his benignant disposition, is willing to dispel! the darkness
of the human mind, even as the sun which diffussing light! dispels the
darkness of the wide world around; - (with these objects in view) an indi-
vidual named Pavananti, of profound learning and indescribable excellence
and devotion, the son of Sanmadamuni, an inhabitant of the golden walled-

city Sanagapuram, wrote the work named Nannul.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
Names of a Preface
An introduction (which contains preliminary matter or the
sketch of a work) is synonymous with preface, advertisement, pre-
amble, prelude, proem, prologue and prolegomenon.
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A General Preface

A General introduction should treat on five subjects, viz the nature of
the work; the character of the teacher; the manner in which it is to be taught;
the character (or qualities) of the scholar; and the manner of learning the

work.
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A Classical Work

If the nature of a classical work be considered, it must posses the two
prefaces; it must take a place in one or other of the three kids of classical
works; it must treat on one or other of the four cardinal blessings (and the
advantages to be derived from these grand objects) it must embrace the seven
madams or principals of authorship; it must be free of the ten faults (impro-
prieties), it must possess the ten beauties (proprieties) of style; it must agree
with the thirty-two yuktis (characteristics or rules of criticism;) it must be
divided into sections; into chapters, and into sufras, (rules or aphorisms); it
must also be accompained with a Kandigai or brief commentary; or with

Virutti or extended commentary.
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Kinds of classical works
All works are of three kinds; primary or original; secondary or

supplementary, and derivative or deductive.
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Original classics

Of these: - primary works originate in that Being who is free from .
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The benefits from any classical work

The four cardinal blessings, or ultimate objects to be aimed at in the
study of work, are the attainment of virtue, wealth, pleasure and heaven.
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The seven objects contemplated by an author

The seven madams or principles of authorship, or rather objects to
_ be contemplated by an author are; agreement or acquiescence; rejection or
reputation; conditional adoption and rejection of other’s tenets; establish-
ing and maintaining an hypothesis; inclining to, and adopting one or other
of two contrary opinions; exposing the faults of other works; unyielding and
positive adherence to one’s own opinions (dogmatism).
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The Ten faults
The ten faults or improprieties to be avoided be every writer are:
paucity of words; prolixity; tautology; contradiction; the use of incor-
rect or inappropriate words; confusion or ambiguity; too great simplic-

ity or unrefinedness; irrelevancy or farfetchedness; unequalness (from
the sublime descending to the ridiculous); unmeaningness, or

unprofitableness.
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The ten beauties of style

The ten beauties or proprieties to be courted by authors are: brevity
or conciseness; perspicuity or comprehensiveness, agreeableness; use of
appropriate or reputable words; harmony or rhythm; profundity of thought;
regularity of method; conformity with the opinions of the good and great, so
as not to puzzle the world; sterling worthiness of subject matter; appropriate
examples and illustrations.
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tokuttus suttal vakuttuk kattal o
mutittuk kattal mutivu itam kdral
tan etuttu molital pirankd] kiral.
solporul] virittal totarssol punarttal
irattura molital €tuvin mutittal
oppin mutittal mattu erintu olukal
irantatu vilakkal etiratu porral
mun molintu kotal pinnatu niruttal
vikarpattin mutittal mutintavai mutittal
uraittum enral uraittam enral
orutalai tunital etuttuk kattal
etutta moliyin eyta vaittal
innatu allatu itu ena molital
efisiya sollin eytak kiral
pira nlin mutintatu tan utampatutal
tan kuri valakkam mika etuttu uraittal
sollin mutivin ap poru| mutittal
onru inam mutittal tan inam mutittal
uyttu unara vaippu ena utti en nanke

11y Uasi - e QrfQuuiiy
The Thirty-two methods

There are thirty-two Yuktis, or rules or criticism, which an author
employs in reference to literary subjects; viz.

stating the author’s aim beforehand; proper arrangement of parts of
the antecedent and consequents; giving the substance, or summary,
specification or subdivision; adducing eminent examples and applying them
to practice; reference to authorities; citations from ancient authors; mere
mention of the principles of others; explication, or supplying terms to bring
out the author’s meaning; using related or compound words; using terms by
which one thing is employed and another implied (double meaning);
subsequent explanation of what was previously introduced or left unsettled:
applying one rule to another when subjects are similar; tacking on one rule
to another when subjects depend on one another; rejection of obsolete
usage; adoption of modern usage; frequent recurrence to a previously
established hypothesis; transposition of words and subjects according to
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circumstances; using a particular expression to render a subject intelligible;
making apparent a particular by a general subject; a hint put forth with a view
to subsequent explanation, referring to a subject already explained; siding
with one or other of two contrary authorities; producing examples for rules
or opinions laid down; making adduced examples apparent (combining theory
and practice); resolution of dubious passages; inferring an omitted subject
by its dependence upon what has been already stated; adoption of, or
acquiescence in, the opinions or conclusions of others; continuation of the
use of technical terms and phrases peculiar to an author; an evident and
easy transition from words to thoughts, (the meaning being transparent);
statement of all kindred subjects in one view, for the sake of conciseness;
use of such terms, descriptions or definitions in a written work, as may
require the exercise of thought, and reference to other parts in order to
comprehend them.
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Critical acumen

True criticism consists in, showing the connection or consistency of
the subject of a work with generally received opinions as well as witﬁ those
of approved authors; and in a nicety of j ddgerhent, by the exercise of which
fit places are awarded to appropriate topics.
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Section

‘O’ , the sectional division of a work, is said by the most learned to
be that arrangement in which kindred subjects are placed under particular

heads, just as precious stones of the same description are strung together
‘on the same string.
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injury to the force or minuteness of the sense, and appearing as clear as the
reflection of large object in a small mirror.
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The order and connection of verses

The course or concatenation in which Sutras proceed from one
another is of four kinds; Fluviatic, or as a straight flowing river; Leo-
nine, or as a lion which is supposed to see before and behind; Ranatic
or as the jumping of a frog, leaving intermediate space between one

subjects and another; and Acquiline, or as the darting of a eagle or kite
to seize upon its prey.
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Different kinds of verses

Sutras are of six kinds: viz. the opening of the subjects by givihg an
abstract of the work; general rules or synopses, giving the divisions in breif,
their numberé&c; particular rules of analysis; individual definitions; syn-

thetical rules for permutation, elision&c and supplementary or exceptional
rules to obviate objections, &c.
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Brief commentary

(There are two sorts of commentaries, viz., Kandigai and Virutti)
The Kandigai, or brief commentary, treats on the scope or purport of
the text; verbal analysis or interpretation; examples for illustrations;
anticipating or proposing objections; answering objections or ques-
tions, as may possibly occur.
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Diffuse Commentary

The Viratti, or diffuse commentary, treats not only of the mean-

ing of the text as made known in the foregoing Sutram, but also takes as
wider range into things which might suggest themselves as necessary

urL. Geaumiur @~

1 wepLwrd) wrenanyh



(peoerair @i, & edor e eir ‘ 165

for the understanding of the original; the author giving his own opinion
as well as the opinions of others, dispelling all doubts and leaving noth-
ing unsaid. '
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Explanation of the figurative expression-thread

A literary work is called Nul, signifying thread (but here fi guratively
used), to denote the labour attending the composition of a work, as
compared to the spinning of cotton&c. thus, the words aré cotton; the
composition is twisted thread; the spinning maid that twists the thread
represents the learned author; her hand employed is turning the machine
is analogous with the author’s mouth; and the spindle by means of the
relation of which the thread is twisted represents the author’s mind;
thus the twisting of thread and the writing of a work are analogous.
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A Nul used to measitre timber

As the crookedness of a piece of timber is made straight by the
application of Nul, a carpenter’s line or cord, so the crookedness
(ignorance or prejudice) of the mind is removed or made straight by the
application of Nul, a literary work; therefore, the word Nul, besides

signifying thread, is also figuratively used to denote a carpenter’s or
mason’ line or cord.
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