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THE CONCEPT 0F MUTTAMIL
U

Dr. R.KUMARAVE

~ The classification of Tamil into three

divisions viz. lyal, lcai and Natakam is unique.
No other language can boast of this kind of
threefold division. The way in which poets and
scholars of Tamilnadu have from ancient days
persistently used the term 'Muttamil’, shows
how much they believed in the usefulness of
this classification.

The leéson behind the classification

One wonders how the ancient Tamils alone
took to this threefold division. It may be
attribuited to three different reasons. The first
andforemost isthe religiousbackground: Tamils
in those days used to the concept of Trinity of
gods - Siva, Vishnu and Brahma. The Siva
canon speaks of threefold concept of irai, uyir
and talai. It was quite natural that Tamils who
were more religious than anybody else should
have classified their language too with three
divisions. The second reason is the traditional
likingto number Three. Right from Tolkappiyam
which is in three parls, we can see many
scholars and saints sticking to Number three
(cf. Valluvar, llanko, muvar tevaram, etc.) So,
when they thought of the language, the three-
fold division should have come handy at that
time. Thirdly, some unknown scholar shouid
have classified the language into three_ on
some sound reason. Most probably taking into
account the first and foremost gesture (mey),
the automatic utterance. Third reason seems
to be more acceptable than the previous two.
There is much scope to think on this aspect.

Scholar on Muttamil -
ept of Muttamil

While discussing the conc :
many scholars have givenvarious explanations

for it. Elaborating on the term ‘muttamilk
kappiyam' aftributed to Cilappatikaram, Dr.
T.P.M. says,

“The three great arts viz., music, the
great antistic expression of emotion
through the medium of sound, dance,
the artistic expression of the harmonious
movement of the body, an artistic
expression of action, poetry, the artistic
expression of the inner vision, all these
three as the finest expression of the
human mind and personality are con-
ceived by the Tamilians as constituting
the threefold Tamil.* (TPM, HTL, p.40)

According to TPM, it seems that the three
divisions of Tamil are the result of emotion,
action and inner vision of the human mind and
personality. And a harmony among the three
was/is a must for any good piece of art. TPM
elucidates this as: '

‘The third chapter, arankernru katai, in
singing the dance of Matavi, gives us a
picture of the stage and points out that
the music, vocal and instrumental, and
poetry were in harmony with Matavi's
dance" (ibid.40)

Tiruchitrambalam M. Arunachalam also

deals with the threefold aspect of Tamil in his
book. He says:

*yal stands for the subject matter of all
literary composition; /sai stands for
music and musical composition; and
Natakam for dance and drama and
dramatic composition ... the concept of
Mut-tamil is real.* (MA, IHTL, p.21)
It is not only real for him, but/also anancient
one. He states: .
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"The concept of mut-Tamil can thus be
seen a very ancient one; in later days
evenwhenthe divisions isaiand natakam
_.had been lost or fallen into disuse, we
find poets refering to mut-Tamil purely
asa malterof tradition. Kambar mentions
mut-Tamil turai and Awvvai speaks of
sangha-Tamil munru.* (ibid_p.23)

Onemeexanplecanbecntedhereforthe
importance and also usage of the muttamil
concepl. Maraimalaiatikal dealing with the
history of Drama in his 'Sakuntala Araycci'
“itanalanre tonrutotty iyalum icaiyum
natakamum tamilukke uriyavatalterittuc
canrore ilan tamilai ‘muttamil' enru
valankukinrar ivvare ariyattai ftiritam’
ennum ataikotuttu valankal vatanulkalul
yantum kanappatamaiyin, avvalakkut
tamilukke cirantatatal teliyappatum

- enpatu.” (Marai. SNA, p.19)

ft is clear from these that the scholars were of
the opinion that the threefold division is unique
toTamil, admledbypoetsandsﬂnts alithrough

theagas

,Thedateohheconoept A
When was the concept of muttamil first
ooncelved‘?TheMewmotbeeasnyamved
at. It is said that the earfiest known work
. Akatt:yamoﬂheﬁstTamiCankamhadmn
-ﬂmrulesforalmethreecﬁvslonsofTamn
smoeltlnppenstobeagrammalmlwomlhe

“jyal icai natakamennum mut tamili-
lakkanattaiyum terivippatakiya oru

periya ilakkana nul; ten maturaikkan
irunta talaiccankap pulavarkalul
oruvarakiya akattiya munivaral arulic
cayyap pattatu" (UVS, Cila.595)

This statement of UVS is clear about the type
and date of Akattiyar's work. Akattiyam is a
grammatical treatise on Muttamil dating to first
Cankam period.

The first occurrence

The word 'Muttamil’ first occurs in Paripatal |
Tirattu:

*teriman tamilsummait tennam poruppan’
(PT, verse4)

Muttamil occurs here inversely as ‘tamil
mummai' the meaning being the same. (The -
change has been done for the ‘'monai’ of the
‘cir’).

Tirumular in one of his verses sings of the
muttamil concept:

“muttiyal monattai muttamll ocalyal (T M
2115)

The God is everywhere; He is omnipresent;
He is Mutti; His form is both Silent and Sound;
Asasilent one He is called '"Monam'; as a Form
of Sound He is likened to the Muttamil Sound
by Tirumular is of the Fifth century, and hence
the term 'Muttamil’ which occurs in this form
first in Tirumantiram, should have been in
vogue many centuries before that.

Muttamilk Kappiyam

Cilappatikaram is named 'Muttamilk
Kappiyam' by many scholars. Atiyarkkunallar's
cirappup payiram mentionsthis as ‘tamilmunru’
and also “palutarra muttamilin patar kurain
relutat tunivate yan". Cilampu is the first and
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the only epic which is often called as Muttamilk
Kappiyam. The main reason for it is that
Cilampu is the only epic which contains all the
three divisions of Tamil. lyal in its numerous
verses, icai in Kanal vari etc. and kuttu in

vettuva  vari, aycciyar kuravai, urcul vari,
Kunrak kuravai etc.

The Knowledge of Muttamil

It is considered in those days that a poet
should be proficient in all the three divisions of
Tamil. That is why we come across many poets
withthe surname ‘kuttanar' in Cankam literature.

A poet is complete only when he masters all
the three has been brought out by Kamban in
one of his poems in Ramayanam:

"muttamilt turaiyin murai pokiya uttamak
kavikatku onru*

Note the word 'uttama kavi'. Only when a
poet is well versed in all the three i.e. iyal, icai
and natakam he is called ‘uttama kavi'; other
wise he is mattima or atama kavi.

That is the reason for the great Avvaiyar for
having asked the benevolent Lord Vinayaka all
the three Tamiis (cankat tamil munrum ta).

According to Atiyarkkunallar, lianko Atikal
wrote Cilappatikaram to show to the world his
mastery over, ‘Muttamil’;

*tamatu muttamilk kalviyum vittakak

kaviyum kattutarkut tam vakuttuk konta

muvakai ulluraiyin vilaivu tonra...”
(UVS Cila. p.10)

“imil katal varaippin tamilaka mariyat
tamilmulu tarinta tanmaiya naki"
. (Cila.3/37-38)

and

*atal patal icalye tamile®  (ibid.3/45)
are from Cilampu. Arampatavuraikarar in his
commentary on these @ines says that

“tamil tecattar ariya munru tamilum pom"”
(p-62)
and
“iyal icai natakam enru collappata ninra
munru tamilkalum® (p.64)

From these it is clear that Tamil should be
leamt in complete which incidentally means
the threefold Tamil. That is called ‘tamil
mulutantal’; otherwise the knowledge was
considered incomplete or ‘half-baked". This is
further elaborated in ‘atal patal icaiye tamile'
and its commentary.

Tamil means Muttamil

The above illustration leads us to another
concept that the leaming of Tamil means the
leamning of lyal, icai and Natakam. i.e. Tami
means muttamil.

None of the divisions is independent of the
other two as far as great poets are concermned.

Though versesin Cankam literature (akam,
puram, etc.) are lyal, they ahve the basic
rhythmic pattemof the lcaittamil and sequences
with emotional tinge of the natakattamil. That
is why they are called 'dramatic monologues'.

lyarramil, icaittamil and kuttuttamil do have
their influence on one another. icaipatal can
also be literature and if necessary used on the
stage. Natakattamil incidentally is a
conglomeration of arts. lyal and Icai are part
and parcel of this division.

Writing on Muvakaip Pakupatuy,
Paritimarkalainar says:
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*icaittamil ilvali natakattamilirku iyakkam
illai. ataiyarra nankai velippatatavaru
pola, icaiyarra natakattamilum
- velippatutalinri ullatankiye iruttal ventum.
enave, natakattamilirku iyarramilum
icaittamilum inriyamaiyac cirappinavam.
En? iyarramilum icaittamilum
kutiyavaliye natakat tamil pirakkum enru
kurutale amaivutaittam.” (VGS.TMV.27)

This portion clearly elucidates the inter-
dependence of lyal, Icai and Kuttu.

Genres

For the sake of criticism, certain works
though they contain all the three, are grouped
in one of the three. lyal, lcai and Natakam are
three genres of literature in Tamil.

lyal consists of Cankam verses, kappiyam,
cirrilakkiyam, novel, short story, etc.

lcaiconsists of Devaram hymns, Nalayiram
verses, Tiruppugal etc.

Natakam consists of Kuravanci, Pallu, Nonti,
Literary plays, terukkuttu and modem plays,
elc.

How can one classify Cilappatikaram? 1t
may be of lyal, as an epic. It may be included
in Icai as it contains many songs; It is also
drama for certain scenes like valakkurai katai,
vettuva vari, etc. Not able to put Cilampu under
any of the three, the old commentators
ingeniously put it as ‘urai itaiyitta pattutaic
ceyyul' and ‘iyal icai natakap porut totar nilaic
ceyyul' (p.24).

Kuravanci, Pallu and nonti are not mere
plays. They too have iyal and icai dominance.
in one of the initial verses of Mukkutar Pally,
the poet says,

"mukkutar Kulakarmey alakarpal
muvakait tamitkke® (MP. tuti)

Rama Natakak kirttanai and Nandanar carittirak
kirttanai are works with musical composition.
However they are not devoid of iyal and drama
aspects. Infact, the kirttanaion Ramayanamis
called 'rama natakak kirttanai'.

Almost all works in Tamil (the literary pieces
upto the advent of prose) can be called muttamil
works; However for the sake of convenience
they were categorised as iyal, icai or natakam,

taking into account the prominent role of one of
the three.

iyal, icai, kuttu~-what they mean?

lyal, is from the root verb iyalutal
(=happening/occurring). That which occurs or

happens in one's mind when expressed
becomes iyal.

Icai, is from the word icaittal (=poruntutai. in
consonance with). The verses which come in
consonance with the raga and tala is called
icai.

kuttu, is either dance or drama. Both
nattiyam and natakam were denoted by kuttu
in ancient days. 'kuttattu avai' used by Valluvar
reveals its popularity in those days. Kuttu, is
from the work kutittal (=jumping). Since acting
in those days mainly concerned with the
movements of legs, the act of jumping and
dancing and playing should have been called
'kuttu'.

One of the explanations given to this word
'kuttu' goes as follows:

"We can assume that since this art was
designed by the creator of the world to
make the world flourish, it was called
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kuttu, for ‘ku' in tamil gives the meaning
'world' and ‘iyarru’ means to cerate. 'ku-
iyarru' in course of time was changed
into ky-fyattuand later onbecame 'kuttu'.*
(John Asirvatham, Art & Architecture,
p.136)

Natakam is a compound word. -natu-
akam=natakam. natu is from 'nati' (natittal).
'akatte natittalaik kontatu natakam'. That which
contains acting is natakam. akam = heart. So,
some say “the heart of the nation (natu) is
natakam®. nati-nata-natu’ accordingto Pavanar.
So take this word 'natakam’ as of Skt. origin. If
this is taken as authentic and true, then we
have to accept the Tamil drama is not indig-
enous. Both Sambanda Mudaliar and VGS do
not accept this view. (cf. VGS p.32).

"kuttup palavarrul natakamenpatu katai
taluvi varum kuttu. enave, natakamenra
col valakkin munnare, natakat tolil
valakkum, nataka nul valakkum tamilar
mattu untenpatu perram* (ibid.33).

The Order of Muttamil

Of the three, lyal comes first, then lcai and
Kuttu comes last. Is there any reason to have
this arrangement?

lyal comes out of mere thinking; Thinking
the act of mind (manam) is the first in the
process of any art. So, naturally it is given the
prideof place. Most of the works inthe language
are of lyal genre. By majority theory also ‘iyal’
takes the first place. Further ‘iyal' can stand
independently without the aid of the other.two.

There is no place for ‘icaittamil’ without the
written words/verses, and so it comes next to
iyal. The verses in ‘fyal' when tuned and sung
to a set pattern of raga and tala then they

become ‘icai'. Another point is that icai
proceeds natakam. Henceicaitakes the second
or middle place.

Natakam comes last. itis because natakam
is asynthesis of many arts. lyaland icaiare two
of the component parts of natakam. Without
these two, natakam cannot exist. Hence,
natakam finds its place after iyal and icai.

*anriyum, namunarmta pira bashai caritti-
rankalinum urru nokkuli, iyarrotarnilaic
ceyyutkalum, icattotarnilaic ceyyut-
kalumakiya pamuraikalin totakkankal
orunkenum tanittenum natakakkalaiyin
totakkankalukku munnare yiruntula-
venpatu malaiyilakke... ituparri yanre
tamil moliyai iyal icai natakam ena
muppakutiyakki muraippatuttotiyatu-
menka® (VGS, p.27 TMV).

The order in which muttamil components
i.e. lyal, Icai and Natakam are amanged is
based on sound thinking and logical
arguments.

The Inner Meaning

Some scholars are of the opinion that the
concept of Muttamil has some inner meaning
(or hidden meaning) in it.

tyal, Icai and Natakam are compared to/or
considered as representing (1) aram inpam
and porul (2) static energy, kinetic energy and
dynamic, (3) gnana cakti, icca cakti and kiriya
caMti, (4) cattuvam, tamacam and rajacam,
(5) pataittal, kattal and alittal, (6) cattu, cittu
and anandam, (7) manam, moli and mey,
(8) arivu, unarcci and nukarcci and so on.

These philosophical representations (or
suggestive meanings) of lyal, lcai andNatakam
are nothing but the wishful thinking of certain
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scholars: These are discussed in the paper.
‘tamilarin kalaik . kotpatu' submitted by
Dr.K.D.Thirunavukkarasuinl.l.T.S seminaron
9-2-87.

For & Agamst Muttamii -

Tamﬂs were fond of andare still fond of, |yal.

icai and natakam. We have many referencesin
the ancient Tamil literature wherein we see
Tamils enjoyed the arts of Muttamil. -

‘patal orttum natakam nayantum' is a line
from Pattlnappalal wherein the people's
enjoyment in the arts is mentioned. There are
many suchreferences. The later day workstoo
have many passages which reveal the interest
shown by Tamils in arts. Saiva Tirumurais and
Vaishnava Prabandas are musical composi-
tions for reverbe rating even now in and out of
Tamilnadu. Hundreds of religious plays are
enacted in various forms throughout the length
and breadth of Tamllnadu

Whereas Saiva and Valshnava religions
_patronised Muttamil, it is said that Jains were
quite against the music and dance/drama.

~ Maraimalai Atikal (Sakuntala Nataka
Araycci, p.22), andV.G.Suryanarayana Sastriar
(Tamil Moliyin Varalaru, p.30) accuse Jains

and Buddhists for the decadence of Tamitarts,

particularly music and drama. P.Sambanda
Mudaliar (Natakattamil) is also of this opinion.

Though most of the Tamil scholars have this

view, there is another side to this picture.
Tiruttakka Tevar's Civaka Cintamani and Kongu
Velir's Perunkatai do speak high in praise of
music, dance, drama, painting and other aris.
It may be true that a section-of the Jain and
Buddhist saints were opposed to arts, whilst

another section favoured them and: even
worked to enrich them,

Conclusion . o

- 1) ﬁleﬂ!eefoldmvslonoﬁanilsmm
- for Tamil Language alone. .. -

2) The dasdisanon s based on somd )

- T reasonng. -

3) lyal, waMMuarebasedonlm
vision, emotion and action.

4) ﬁnecome;ﬁnsrealarﬂancteﬁone

.,-5) Akaltxyam,alostwo;k;stheoﬂytreanse
-for Muttamil. -

' 6) Pamaaiand'rmnanlﬁamaremeeany
ﬁelarywolitstonmmthemmeud
Mutiami. -

7) Ciappaiiaram Kuravanc: Palu and
Noriuaresmneoftheworksmm
the concept.

8) Only those having the knowledge of
Muttamil are considered greal poets
futtama kavi).

9) Tami iseif denotes Muttami; !yai,im!
and Natakam are inter-dependeht.

10) Though many works have alithethreein
them, for the sake of convenience they
were sorted into different genres.

11) iyakstal, icailtal and natitlal are the
verbs from whose roots iyal, icai and
naiakam are evolved. -

12) Theorderinwhichiyal, icai and nalakam
are so fisted is based on sound thinking
‘of ancient Tamils. =

13) Various phosophical interpretationsare
- given for the threefold division of Tamil;

. Most of them are just wishfud thinking.

14) The statement that Jains were against
the arts in Muttamil needs rethiniing.

15) Am:aentTamilshadmespeaalq:aﬁyof
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AMSANDOBJECTIVES

Whie the long term objective of seﬁmg up
of Regional Resource-cum-Research Centres
{(RRCs)isto estabishfullfiedgedtheatretraining
cenires, the mmediate plan is to set up RRCs
in three centres, namely, Bangalore, Calcutta
and Bombay in that order of priority to cater to
the specific and immediate need of the theatre
wotkers in the region. The Centre would aiso
undertake documentation and research
programmes of contemporary and traditional
theatre of the region with a view to evolving a
theatre training methodology. The RRCs are
envisaged as activity centres of the apexbody,
NSD, based in Delhi, branching out to different
parts of the country. The tasks set forth for the
Centres are a combination of research and
training. The researchon various forms, styles
and trends will be coupled with training like
theaire workshops in specific areas for the
benefit of the theatre workers of the region.
With the primary object of theatre training and
education, the Centres would help the diverse
theatrical traditions retain their individual,
culiural-specific identity and absorb and
assimilatethe multiple streams of pesformance
culure of other regions of our country as weil
as other paris of the worid.

Activiti
The activities of the Centre will be as follows:

(a) Through travel and interaction with theatre
workers of the region, identify the training
needs of the states/reg:onslareas and

() Design short-term and long-term courses
keepmg in view the needs of each region.

NATIONAL SCHOOL OF DRAMA ‘e
REGIONAL RESOURCE-CUM- RESEARCH CENTRE
41, R.B.I. Colony, Kuber House Bm(ﬁ:gCo-operatNeSocaetthd
Gangenahalli Extension, Anandanagar, BANGALORE-560 024 Phone:

'(c) inplement the training courses according

to priorities for which experts from within
the region as welt as. outside would be

(d) Encourage children's  theatre activities
through productions and workshops for
children and initiate, wherever possible,
theatre activities in schools.

(e) Undertake field work, mount exhibitions,
and assign documentation, data collection
and research projects fo those interested
and competent to undertake such projects.
The outcome of documentation and
research programme may be published by
NSD and circulated among theatre
institutions and libraries.

(f) To commission translations of regional-
language plays and other works on theatre
and set up a library and script bank for use
of theatre workers of the region.

(g) The Centre would collaborate with
University Drama Departments of the region
and assist or take assistance for various
training courses to be held or projects
implemented.

(h) Tomakeaudio-video recording of impostant
productionsof the region and of the working-
process of eminent directors.

(i) To organise seminars on various aspects
of theatre.

{ An effort would also be made 1o identify
theatre practitioners who are interested
and competent ta take up teaching various
theatre subjects as their profession.

(k) Gollection of following research-resource
material which would later be analysed and

used for training purposes:

DmD



1. Compiling lists of theatre groups/
- companies (languagewise), directors,
* actors, playwrights, designers, etc.

. Traditional theatre forms: brief notes
- performance accounts, etc.

. Texts. of treatise on dramaturgy,
. aesthetics, criticism, schools,
conventions, movements, trends, etc. in
‘regional languages

: Festlvals theatre events of the region
and audience research.

. Theatre auditoriums: directory of
technical information.

. Theatre objects like masks, rodels,
costumes, properties lighting

u |

equipmenis, publicity material and other
objects.

. Case studies on established theatre

groups, companies, training institutions,
eminent personalities and regional
theatre history (languagewise).

. Play texts of original and translations of

Westem plays; preserving performance
texts, production scripts, designs,
drawing, sketches, etc.

. Organisation, economics, patronage to
theatre in the region.

10.Compilation of press-clippings

systematically and writing brief reports
on theatre activity in the region every
three months.
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The contributions of the Tamils to Indian Culture
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