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ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF
TAMIL POETICS _
U. BUDDHA PRIYA

Tamil language is unique and distinct among other
Dravidian languages. It has a tradition of about 3000 years,
being spoken by four crores of people not only in the Indian
sub-continent but also throughout the South East Asian
countries and the African countries. Though it has undergone
numerous changes, it still preserves a sweetness and richness
of its own. In the course of time, there have been certain
variations and modulations in both literary and spoken dialect of
Tamil, which have enriched the tradition of Tamil language.

In attempting to trace the origin of Tamil Literature, one
can find various aspects that mould the concept of Tamil
Literature. Tamil literature is the richest and oldest of the
Dravidian literatures. It stands apart from others in the style and
the individuality of writers. It has a long and uninterrupted,
literary and grammatical tradition and one can find during this
long period of its history, that there has evolved a vast body of
materials both on Tamil language and literature. Amongst the
Dravidian languages, Tamil developed an cxcellept literature
from the beginning of the Christian era and there is no doubt
that Sangam literature far outweighs the non - Tarpll sources
and so constitutes the major source of informatl()'nh. Tamil
literature has produced many great literary personalities. The
first and foremost is Tolkappiyar, the creator of the great work

Tolkappiyam.

Lecturer, Department of English, Dr. MGR Janaki College of Arts and
Science for women'’
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The origin of Tamil literature can be traced back to
Tolkappiyam. In this enormous work, one can find the author's
brilliant creative work that displays the complexities of the
language and it never fails to impress even the twentieth
century grammarians and linguistics. '

Dr. G.U. Pope says - “The Literature of the Tamil is unique
in the east. It is the outcome of the people themselves. It is a mirror
which reflects the civilization and institutions of the ancient
Dravidians. Tholkappiyam itself is the most ancient composition
extent in Tamil Literature. Among the sources which throw light
upon the political and social conditions of the Tamil people in
ancient times the Tholkappiyam holds an important place.”

For the first time in the history of Tamil language, numerous.
concepts paved way for the process of recreating the beauteous
image of the language depicted in the writings of Tamil literature.
The continuous increase of rich capitalists, rapid growth of
industrial and technological power and the introduction of printing
press had facilitated the growth of a reading public on a wider
range. The British rule has spoited the individual quality of Tamil
language and literature but it has also added a special flavour
and has ingrained the classical language to suit the people F’f
the modern times. The nature of Tamil language is highly
ormamental and richly bound with poetic dictions, figures of
speech that has ‘helped each writer to create an individual style
and -has made each individual to communicate in a language
which is generally acceptable and intelligible in his ewn society.

The ancient -Tamilians upheld the belief that literature
can depict the richness of life. The origin of Tamil poetry
can be traced back to sangam poetry. The sangam poetry thus
represents the social, political,'religious and economic conditions
of the ancient Tamil country. The ideology of the sangam
poetry, was to classify the literature into two divisions as Aham
- the interiqt. and Puram - the exterior. Their poetry represent
that each human life has two sides Aham and Puram. Aham
denotes the love or activities that take place within the four

walls of the honse and-Puram depicts the activities that take
place outside the house. ™~ ~ " ¢ - )

alone
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The love of Aham is something idealized. This love is considered
as-something divine or something in unison with the scheme of
nature. Aham or the inner experiences that cannot be described
but only suggested and explained in terms of the known and
thus this personal experience is transformed into universal, being
the fundamental basis for all life. Sangam poetry associates these
experiences of love with five natural regions of the earth. First
comes Kurinji, the name of the mountain region explains the kalam,
the hidden love feelings and the union of love takes place in the
dark mountain region. Second is Mullai, the forest region
explains the feeling of separation between the lovers. The thrid
one is marudam, the urban region not denoting the failure of
love but separation between the lovers. Though they may be
near, yet there is the feeling of separation. The fourth one is
Neithal, and the fifth one is Palai - the dry waterless regions or
desert. When they elope, they experience a feeling of separtion,
a separation from all the surroundings They become aware of
the realities of the new situation and this feeling of separation is
Paalai. Thus these five aspects of idealized love are always dealt
with their respective regions of the earth. In most of the poems,
the hero and heroine with their story of their love form the
basic theme of poetry. The sangam poetry consists of dramatic
monologues most often addressed to others. Poets often make
their character speak. Like Aham poetry, Puram poetry too has
five aspects. Puram deals with the individual representing a state
or a country and with a special emphasis in the art of war.

The great classics of Tamil are Puranaanuuru and Ahanaanuuni.
Puranaanuuru is with the characteristics of Puram poetry. It 1s
written with four hundred verses on ten Chera princes.

Kurundohai - short anthology which have eight lines

Nedundohai - long anthology which has more than eight
lines is also known as Ahanaanuuru, the Aham poetry. |
6 personalities of Tamil literature

p t litera ;
One of the greates ry Al

is Thiruvalluvar. His excellent and outstanding contribution t
literature is his work Thirukkural. Thirukkur_a_l. ls>c9ns1dered as
the Tamil Bible. His usage of words, -poetic diction, syntax,:
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figure of speech and various niceties of language bring out his
individual quality of writing. The basic theme of this work was
identified as Dharma, ‘Artha and Kaama. The first part deals
with Dharma that is to remain: pure in mind. It is true that
Thirukkuural is.the post Sangam work. In the second part Artha
- he idealizes the society, the staté and the government. He
treats various themes such as king and his qualifications, man's
honour, heroism in war etc. His treatment of Kaama being the
best tradition of aham poetry, depicts the ideal love. There is no
place. for prostitutes in his scheme of love.

The well known epic of Tamil literature is Silappadikaram
written by Ilango, a cheran prince. It is a stroy about Kovalan
and his wife Kannahi. It shows how kannahi, being a chaste
wife of Kovalan, was able to get back her husband. Kannahi
was later conceived as the goddess of chastity. This was
followed by Manimehalai by Saattanar and this is development
of Maadavi’s daughter Manimehalai. Maadavi refuses to permit
Manimehalai, to become a danseuse, inspite of her own
mother's scheme and dedicate her to Buddhism.

Bhakti literature has made significant contribution to both
Tamil language and literature. If we look at Bhakti literature,
numerous Sanskrit terms were introduced into Tamil literature
and the influence of Sanskrit thus spread over Tamil literature.
The earliest work of great poetic value is Tirumantiram by
Tirumuular. It speaks of love of god. Saint Sundarar of the early
eighth century has been referred to Tirumuular. The earliest of the
saivite saints is Karrai-k-kaal ammaiyar and the most important
of saivite saints is saint Appar. Maanikka Vaasahar comes later
n 9th century. His well known work Thiruvaasaham abounds with
rich description of self - renunciation and complete surrender to
god. Then comes the Aalvars who belong to the group of
Vaishnavites and they are Periyaalvaar and Nammaalvaar who
brought out the theme of spiritual development, self - realization
and joy in human life. The Saivite poems of Appar and
Sundarar are called as Thevaaram, being considered as the

source of Bhakti literature and the poems of Vaishnavite saints
are known as Naalaayira-p-prabandam.
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- In the beginning of the 11th century, there was a rapid
deveolpment in the field of translation. Mahabharatha and
Ramayana were translated into Tamil. The greatest of Tamil
works is the epic story of Rama, by the poet Kamban. He was
the - most established poet of the 11th century and was
considered as the emperor of poetry. Thus the influence of the
bhakti movement in the field of poetry is very clear.

In the 12th century, there evolved a new genre called as
pillai-t-tamil. Periyaalvaar had started this and then it was taken
up by Ottakkuuttar. He was considered to be the most scholarly
poet of 12th century. Jayankondan wrote Kalingathu-p-parani
describing the victory of Kuloottunga-I. It is noted for his grand,
majestic style. The poems that were written during 12th century
were filled with high sounding Sanskrit phrase, in the raw form
without being Tamilised to suit the genius of Tamil. In later
mediaeval poetry, a new rhythm came into vogue and this is
called venbaa metre. this venbaa made the narrative poetry
simple, flowing and symmetrical.

Tamil poetry witnessed the increasing number of Siddhas
and their poetry was very popular during that period. In the
17th century. Taayumaanavar became a popular poet. His
verses are expressions of his mystic experience and his poems
were full of Sanskrit words. In 16th century, a new genre known
as folklore attracted the crowd in large numbers. The. fol_k
songs and ballads from early times were composed on p_untamc
themes, on village deities, on heroic love, and on popular historical
figure. It was a combination of music, dance and poetry.

During the 19th century, Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai was
considered as the most significant writer of poetry. Ramalinga
was a master of lucid and popular poetry, and his poems were
artistic in style.

The twentieth century witnessed the great literary puxjsuits
of Bharati, Bharadidasan and kavimani Kannadasan. They gonnqued
to shake the ideological aspects of Tamil poetry Laljld raised it to
a much elevated and sublime level. Their precision of words,
syntax, use of new words were in such a way as to promote

the reading audience.
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Subramaniya Bharathi was -a national poet and he wrote
many national songs that gives us the glory of India and Tamil
land. Hid ideas were very high and his opinions based on the
freedom of India were remarkable and highly fascinating. He
worked for the emancipation of women -and he preached
through his songs that women are no more the slave and they
are equal with men. His most important poem Kuyil Paatu
brings out his creative and individual quality as a writer.
Bharathi Dasan belongs to Bharathiaar's school of poetry and
his significant poem Puratchikkari has given him the title
puratcikkavi Bharathi Dasan. In this poem, he preaches true
love, equality, liberty and freedom and brings out a revolution.
His poem Kudumba Vilakkau - the lamp of a family, describes
the loving, happy and healthy Tamil family and Kalaignar
Karunanidhi has contributed much to the field of Tamil poetry.

Many of these writers were deeply inspired and influenced
by the western writers such as T.S. Eliot, the Existentialists and
the psycho-analysts like Freud and Jung. Influenced by western
techniques of writing, the Tamil writers ventured to create a
new form of writing. They set to probe the inner realities of
human life. Their works depicted inner psychic problems such
as sex, frustration, death etc. some of the writers like
Pattukottai Kalyana Sundaram wrote with a social message for
the audience. The book Paradise Lost was translated into Tamil
by Vellakal Cuppira Manian. Though these writers enjoyed
greater liberties they were bound by certain constraints and
impositions. In the nativization process, these translators have
enriched Tamil literature by introducing new words and in
adaptations of western or other Indian plots.

A language is a unique human trait and it exhbits one's
personality. Hence the language of Tamilians is one of the
oldest and one of the most creative languages that has drawn
upon the vocabulary of other languages and in sound it always
resits the influence of other language. Tamil poetry has
preserved the classified tradition of Tamil language and has
always made significant contribution to its development. With
such abundance of material, the Tamil language and literature
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sets to create a separate standard of its own among other
languages. There were certain changes in the modern versions
of Tamil poetry, yet they were of immense value both in style
and substance. Modern poets strictly follow the classical rules
of poetry and they also attempt to write in a simpler and
elegant manner, in such a way as to provoke interest among the
readmg audience.
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TAMIL LITERATURE AND ITS POTRAYAL
OF GOVERNMENT IN ANCIENT
TAMILNADU

Ms. B.K. SHRIVIDHYA*
Ms. THILAK**

Introduction to Sangam Literature

The language of Tamil was developed by Organizations
known as Sangams during various periods. These Sangams

were in fact many in number but which survived from them
were only three (ie)

< the earliest sangam (pothiamalai agathiyar 16000 B.C.);
< the medieval Sangam (6805 B.C);

< the last Sangam (1715 B.C. - 235 A.D)

The commentators who contributed during the period of
the last Sangam have given us some details about these Sangams.
From amongst the works produced during the period of the
earliest Sangam, we have not been able to trace any work
other than THOLKAPPIYAM written by THOLKAPPIYAR.

Interpretation of Government _

“A GOVERNMENT THAT FALTERS CAN NEVER BE
CALLED A GOVERNMENT” - This was the interpretation of
Government by the Tamils. One can find this interpretation both
in THIRUKURAL and in Sangam literature. There was no
question of majority, minority, caste, religion etc. in the eyes of

*Department of Business Administration
**Department of Corporate Secretaryship
Dr. M.G.R. Janaki college of Arts and Science for Women
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law. The Tamil literature looked upon the King as equal to God
as He always saw to 1t that justice was rendered.

Chekkziaar in Thiruthondarpuranam
The King is called as a "Protector" by Chekkizaar in
Thiruthondarpuranam. ;

"The King, a great protector of this land
shall guard the people under him
without any let or hindrance
shall prevent criminals from doing harm
The public
shall with might suppress any injury to the citizens
shall with serious attention mainiain
the law and order."”

Elangovadigal in Silapadikaram
The story of Silapadikaram is nothing but a volume of
advices to any King on how to govern his country.

“Justice itself contrives punishment for men of eminence,
The great ones also hold chaste women in reverence,
The sins of one's life are paid in the next existence.
I shall fashion out this anklet story, .
As an epic of music and poetry”

These were the words of Elangovadigal

Thiruvalluvar’s view
Thiruvalluvar gives his view as to how a King should be :

“Where King from right deflecting, makes unrighteous gain,
the seasons change, the clouds pour down no ran

Kamban’s view on Kingship

Kamban the great poet who came later, explains in very
Tamils in the matter of

clear terms the general ethos of the ] .
dispensation of justice. According to the poet, a King embodies
in one both the life and body of the people. Kamban goes on to

define the ideal disposition of a King in general as follows:

“He must be like a mother
Who claims no returns for her love.
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“He must be religious
In the matter of dispensing good to the people;
He must be like medicine to cure a disease
He must be one highly learned by studies
And listening to the learned and the great
And equally good to one and all.”

"He is one decorated with jewels with shinirig stones precious,
Like a lion he is one with indomitable strength

He looks affer every one like himself and protects all
There is none in his kingdom who commits any crime or Sin
He is an embodiment of them all

A single soul to represent them all

He represents them all in life and body

A single soul so noble and great.

Kingship of Manuneedhi Cholan

Tamil literature speakes about Manuneedhi Cholan, a King
who maintained justice with a sense- of dispassion. Tamil
Literature Praises his Kingship as follows:

“He did not pause to consider

That his only son was to succeed him to his throne

Nothing could deter him from pursuing the path of

righteousness

And that he took as his duty by Government he headed
_ He ordered his chariot to run over his son”.

The Three Great Kingdoms

The ruling of the popular kingdom started even before the
period of the Tholkappiyar and continued during the period of the
Sangams. They were called by terms of “Perungo" or ‘Maavendal’
The three kings were as follows:

Cherar : Imayavaramban Neduncheralathan, Cheran

Chengutuvan, Mantharancheral Irumborai.
: Karikalan-I, Karikalan-II, Nalangilli, Nedunkilli,
Killivalavan, Kopperunchozan, Peninarkilli.
Pandiyar ": Muthukudumbi Peruvazuthi, Neduchezian,
Vetriverchezian, Cheruvendra Nedunchezian.

Cholar
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A poet from Uraiyur writes about the Chola Kingdom as follows :

“The Chola Kingdom in Uriayur

is known for establishing

Justice and righteouness

And so does your fame

Remain unsullied for ages and ages.”’

System of the Government is Sangam Period

There were smaller Kings under the Emperors (so called
Cherar, Cholar and Pandiyars). These smaller kings were called
“MANNARS?”. In fact the poets of Sangam period were mostly
depended on these "Mannars.

The actual powers were vested with the smaller Kings
and panchayats. The chairman of the their assembly
(panchayat) was selected by the people. The Sangam literature
explains the qualifications that were expected of those who
contest in the -elections and the election procedures. The
Governmental powers were distributed right upto the level of
village panchyats during the Sangam period.

~ The Emperor had direct control of everything beyond the
boundaries of the city. The Kings in the second line paid tax to
the emperor.

Conclusion

" Wether it is Government By the people or by the King, the
one. that swerves from the path of values should be labeled as
‘heinous. This was the main concept emphasized by the Tamil
literature. Our Tamil Literature's contribution to the

administration side is invaluable.
The various Governmental POWErS like the Ministers,

Army Commanders, Ambassadors, Spying officers, nagar
‘mandar, chief of elephant forces, Ivulimaravar etc were the

contributions of Tamil literature.

.Thus we conclude by saying that Tamil Literature’s
potrayal . of . Government was entirely based on “Doing the
highest good to the poeple”.



THIRUKKURAL ON MOTIVATION
Dr. (Mrs.) D. LAAVANYA BALLASUBRAMANYAM

In the dictionary of psychological terms, motivation is of
prime importance. Etymologically, the word 'motivation' comes
from the word motive, which in turn is derived from the Latin
verb movere, ‘to move’. To put it simply, motive is that which
‘moves you to action.' You cannot imagine without being
propelled by aciton. An actionless life is meaningless. Scholars
state that 'motive’ is “an inner need of desire -conscious, or are -
semi-conscious or perhaps unconscious - which operates on
your will and leads to action of one kind or another”. The legal
maxim exemplifies the above statement. "We must judge a person’s
motives from their overt actions' One would change onself
through one’s commitment As Gandhiji observed : “we must be the
change we wish to see the world' Inner transformation is what
is needed to bring about changes in life. Such a change to be
operational would involve triple principles of motivation, commitment
and purposeful objective. This sums up the psychological
aspects on motivation. Against this backdrop, let us perceive
eminent Tamil Scholar Thiruvalluvar, who in his magnum opus
'Kural' has stated seminal ideas on the fundamental concept of
motivation which is enlightening and has significant relevance in
motivating others to purposeful action in life.

Kural is an ancient Tamil classic which throws light on
human values and social life grounded on rational ethics and
blended with a scientific temper. Thiruvalluvar's views on manifold

aspects of life encompasses psychological, ethical, and humanistic
trends which have relevance to the present day society.

Lecturer, Dept of Psychology, Dr. M.G.R. Janaki College of Arts &
Science for Women, Chennai.
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In this paper an attempt is made to state Thiruvalluvar's
views on ‘motivation’, which rekindles in us, an urge to approach
psychological issues confronting the present-day society.

Motivation: An Indian Perspective

“Indian tradition gives us a glimpse of the spiritual - ethical
dimension of the human personality or of action motivated by
purely ethical considerations. The Indian thinkers in general,
have laid emphasis on the fact that one should seek to find a
motive that can enliven and energise our actions for the
fulfilment of achieving a degree of excellence in the work with
which they are engaged.”

Psychologically viewed, one’s personality is moulded by
one’s innate qualities of gunas (mental tendencies). The total
structure of a person’s innate qualities constitute his dharma or-
righteousness. The Gita mentions: ‘action is a performance’.
The quality of a performance depends upon the sincerity of the
agent’s motivation. Indian philosophical classics which reflect
the views of great ancient saints have classified motives thus:

“1. Achievement is a motivating factor.

2. Problems can often motivate.

3. Excellence becomes motivation for some.

4. Doing good to others often happens as a motivation for.
few.

5. Spectacular results and consequent recognition can
motivate.

6. The work can itself be its own motivation.

7. Desire to move from progress to perfection would
motivate.”

Thiruvalluvar’s views on Motivation

Thiruvalluvar, one of the greatest poets of South India has
emphasized the followmg in his classic writings title ‘Kural’.

They are :
) 1. “Motwatlon is one’s wealth, others wealth perishes.
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2. A person who has unshakable power of motivation,
money calls on him.

3. Even in the time of crisis, a person who is strong willed,
he will withstand.

4. Mental strength is motivation.”!

Saint Thiruvalluvar discusses the subject on motivation in
the following chapters.

1. eorg&sib 2 emi_emio Motivation

2. gerallenar 2 avL_ew Pervading Effort
3. QzMBg Qsefisev Test and trust

4. aueSlwmgev Assessing Strength
5

- @@Sse@s 2y fuimen  Overcoming obstacles (mishaps)

Motivation comes by encouragement of an individual to
perform a good action or otherwise an action which can be
established by other's persuasion and encouragement. Thirualluvar
explains that 'wealth and gains go with a boom in search of
those who strive tirelessly with a firm resolve'. Motivation cannot
be seen from experience. It can be achieved by tireless attempts
by overcoming obstacles. Motivation can be identified from
one's braveness. He illustrates thus: “An elephant of size, sharp
in tusks, relents and panics when attached by a tiger with
ferocity.” (599)

ufug s Gasni L g gyuilagis wres

Qauepe b yaSlsrs @ mlar '

Pariyadu Koor Kottathuayinum

Yanai -veruvum, puldhakurin.

Thiruvalluvar further states thét:

“Motivation is a pride to possess, sans it other possessions
are unsafe, if not guarded against lethargy. (591).

2 LW TRILILBMG 20551 Sf>Fevevmi A .

2 o wg 2 e wGpr wHml.

“Will-power is the motivation to energi,se activity,; in_its
absence, worldly wealth departs.” (592)
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2. GITGTLD 2. GOL.GPLD 2 GOL. W CILIT(@H LD

Blevevrg B NG b.

“Motivation as a trusted aid of strength, one does not

lose hope to bemoan slopping of gains” (593)

EYE 2 I7) @@ﬁ@g@wc&r@“é’@wmmrrﬁ 2w g a1

REBBSID EhFESFIeHen WTH. '

“Higher and firmer, the objectives aimed, safer and

surer the goals reached, overcoming hurdles” (596)

2 eT@pes G b 2 wiaereTed wHDS

SeTengb SererTen Hiss

“A mind devoid of the strength of diligent benevolence

cannot take pride of munificence (0 the world” (598)

2 ciramth @@TSQUT STUISTT 2 &S5 ‘

cueTefwib cTeiTanib GIFBEHES

“Mental courage is the strength in people  who

perform; without it they stand still like trees” (600)

2 pRQIBUPG 2erar ClapIsns B Bevemi

wrhinses errsGew Caiml. :

Doing a grood thing by a person with encouragement by
others can be attributed as motivation. To have a bnght future,
students should concentrate and study well in their career. By
explaining this to student, by encouraging him by way of giving
prizes for his better performance and concentration can be
termed as motivation. Saint Thiruvalluvar cites thls n 2 Kural
that wealth and status will automatically .ahgr% with the
individuals who have motivation. Valluvar explains this as: .

Syssl oysieflarmis Gleagyd oyamgafleor

DAFHEHLD (LPCOL-WIT G- ; y )

“Wealth and gains go with a boom is search of

those who strive tirelessly, with a firm resolve” (594)

(594)

Motivation cannot be seen from appearance

It is based on tireless attempts in his action made. by..ap
individual. He should have the capacity . to..overcome his.
sufférings. He should also have courage to act without. any.
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problems as also of his own. Motivation:can be identified from

his braveness and one’s capability of handling things in a fitting
manner. ;

Tiger fights with elephant with all power with motivation,
elephant cannot withstand, afraids and runs away. In Kural
Valluvar says. )

ufuwgy éixﬁlﬁl@&ﬂl;Lgl 2 uiletd uiremest
Qaeuepe b YeSisrs: @ e

Any individual with simple personality can win in his life
with his motivated acts. Thiruvalluvar explains this in a fine
manner as stated above.

Thiruvalluvar states this is his own words as follows:
sTevsenilw ereseniwnEl@ eTrigL erevTen R

Sesmesilw prac Quuer. (666)
Total involvement in a task and with power to

perform leads to success the way one targets

1019 uflevrT LDGHTESTOUGHT GTHIg 1h 219 WG [ TGST

ST Gisdord gmEE (610)
The persons with motivated thoughts and

ideas will be able to rule entire world
with activhess but without laziness

Thiruvalluvar having faith on fate has stated that one's
action on evil and good acts during his previous birth will reflect
during the present life term with its power. Valluvar had written
one chapter under the head “FATE”.

2a11pm QUBeuaS) wreyer wHCpremy

GPDB seTaps B

Human spirit endeavours to mould congenial surroundings
but nature’s omnipotence dispenses its moods.

The fate of previous birth is more powerful in the world.
One has to suffer during the present lifeterm. Faith can undo
things done by him during his earlier life. Thiruvalluvar thought
that people should not keep mum by saying things happen
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controlled by fate. He wants to motivate people to fight and
- drive fate and to overcome it.. He had carved one full chapfer
as. gy paflenar 2 em_emw. In one of them he cites

sarEnIpUib 2 LILISSSLD STSTLIT a_mweﬂcwgﬂg.

STPTSI 2 GHDMI L.

Ceaseless striving with conﬁdenée is, in essence the
strength that moulds one’s environment to success.

The meaning of this Kural is that one will
be abe to drive fate and overcome if he
works with motivation.

This concept of Thiruvalluvar can also be compared with
the one told by Napoleon. When he was defeated in
WATERLOO war he had said that "Impossible is the word
found in the Dictionary of fools and Destiny is stronger than
will". From Prince to Pauper nobody is in the world without
suffering and coming across sad things in their life term.
Sufferings, troubles and facing problems are one's nature and
part of our life. The main aspect is to think how one can
motivate people to sort out their problems and to overcome.
Valluvar narrates his ideas in one full chapter @) (&5 6wt
<y flwnenio’’ Thiruvalluvar had analyzed this subject \‘vell as to
how one can convert the barricades and boldness on his way as

footsteps to climb higher.

BB EsET uBEISD 5SS

Qe eusE @EbeoL U@L

2B5 APguid .

@)sirenen @)eTLLD cTeiTeGIG TN

One should learn to laugh at adversities and do well to
know the one’s that follow cannot be hgrder. The one who ':s
not early suffocated by pain makes pam suffer in coursc] its
own woes. Mishaps is multitudes that- cannot daunt a rcsofutei-
person perish in their own form. The maturity of m_md to fee
happy even in adversity gains the esteem of adversaries.
| lluvar had explained the ways and

In » Thiruva
these poems les. While going through the last

means to overcome the troub
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one @)eewnenio @eTuLh eTensGETeNer one has to remember
Mahatma Gandhi. /nnamai can be meant as trouble. A person
is facing trouble when he gets injured or a relative dies. The
Mahatma had suffered lot during his life time. If you take the
trouble and other things in a good sense the trouble will not do
any harm to you as quoted by saint Thiruvalluvar. Mahatma
took evil things in a good manner and trouble had done nothing
to him. Even at the time he was shot, he uttered the .word
"RAM" and forgot the trouble, because he had read Thirukural.

Directing a person to do good things and undo bad things
is also one of the ways of motivation. Saint Thiruvalluvar

cannot be compared with others as his words of advice are so
apt and useful. '

In purity of action (aflewews srireow) chapter Valluvar
motivated the people by saying that action should be backed
with good intention and purity. Directories to do good things is

also one kind of motivation, Advising not to do bad things 1s also
another kind of motivation.

FETDIGT LIFSTedTiImTesr uileyb Qediumas )
FnTCmri UflEGw aNaner (656)

Even in the face of painful hunger of one’s own mother
the virtuous do not act in ways despised by society.

In general, saints, sages and the scholars will say that
youthfulness and wealth are not permanent. One should not
waste their time by searching these two which are not
permanent. But Valluvar differs and advises to search and save
more wealth because it can be turned as a sword to defeat
your energy. Wealth can be utilized as one of the weapons o
destroy your energy once for all. This way will lead you to
prosper well all over the world. Thiruvalluvar says

Qeiis QuImaers Qemipi Qs amsE b -

srsgaND amflugy Qe (799)

He advices that people should know about wealth and
should be able to save more in a chapter Quinper sTetTemyLb
Oumiiuneflenssis. Further he had said that such kind of
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savings should be in good manner. This kind of motivation can
be seek in Kural eymeir reniib Glesweaupid mapiih.

2 ar@pes QBT 2 WieeTens LHDSI

SeTaflfID SeTeTTeID B (596)

Higher and firmer the objectives aimed safer and surer the
goals reached overcoming hinderance. In this Kural, he says
that the thoughts of a person should be very high and anything
can be achieved if you restrain anger totally, if you overcome your anger
you can achieve anything. This meaning was narrated in Kural.

2 srefu Qgeveurtd 2 1 Cl@TUIZID 2 GTOTSSTD

2 erermeir Gleu@ el erestieH. (309)

It takes mental firmness to restrain anger, when that is
deployed to good wishes turn to gains.

Thiruvalluvar has analyzed in the subject motivation in
_almost every part of his literature. The ideas and advices of
Valluvar are meant for all religions and everybody in the world.
This small literature had made the people to live on high profile
and can be compared with God.

Because of such high qualities Thirukural is considered as
best thousand (@pLiumdiyb) by the ancient Tamil Sangam
poets. None of the literature has got such a gradation like this.
Revolutionary poet Bharathi while praising Thiruvalluvar had
stated that Tamilnadu had risen to sky level in the world by
producing Thiruvalluvar.

In conclusion, we can say that the subject motivation was
dealt correctly in this small Iiterature'. Thiruvalluvar had
analyzed this subject with authority of his own. None can be
compared equal to Thirukural.

Reference
1. For a deatiled study on motivation, refer

2. Thirukural by J. Narayanasamy

my doctoral dissertation.
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AESTHETIC ENJOYMENT: AN ANALYSIS
(with reference to Tolkappiyam and Natya Sastra)
Mrs. RAJSHREE VASUDEVAN

Introduction

Indian Aesthetics as a study has gained tremendous
importance in the past century, in India and abroad. However,
its roots in India go back centuries, with several outstanding
works in both Tamil and Sanskrit, apart from regional languages.
There are two different approaches to study Indian Aesthetics.
One is the time tested historical method beginning with the earliest
civilizations and following a chronological path of dynasties and
kingdoms through the centuries. The Art Historian would study
the establishment of the great styles of Indian Art through the
golden ages and probably the fusion of art forms due to cross-
cultural exchanges. The Aesthetician would however prefer the
philosophical and literary approach of analyzing the great
literary texts on aesthetic concepts and their impact on art.

ndians often used the two terms - Art

criticism and Aesthetic analysis as synonymous. The texts
which dealt with literary and art criticism automatically delved
into the deeper problem of beauty, it’s meaning and purpose.
Therein the study became both the subject and the method.
Aesthetics thus deals with the systematic study of art creation,
appreciation and criticism as much as the question of beauty
itself. Its highly scientific approach gives it the status of a
Sastra, with profound roots and sacred ramifications. There are
no doubt several scholars who have contributed towards the
he tradition. However the two earliest extant

The ancient [

enrichment of t
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works - Tolkappiyam and Natya Sastra - in Tamil and Sanskrit
respectively, continue to be the most authentic benchmarks for
Aesthetics in India and abroad. Apart from being of great value
for language and literature students, the two works are a
veritable gold mine for performing artists. The principles of a
great performance enshrined herein are followed and elaborated
in the Silappadikkairam in Tamil and the Abhinavabharati in
Sanskrit, apart from influencing a host of later texts.

A brief comparative analysis of the Meippattiyal (under
Porul Adhikaram) of the Tolkappiyam and Rasadhya of the
Natyasastra has been attempted in this paper.

The Meippattiyal of Tolkappiyam

There has been continuous debate between two sections
of scholars on the issue: Did the Tamil tradition begin earlier and
influence the Sanskrit tradition or is it vice-versa? The purpose
of this work is not to go into the controversy of comparative
antiquity or even the greatness and originality of one work over
the other. The attempt is only to show the striking similarities
between the two with reference to Aesthetic enjoyment and
their relevance to present day performance. It is my fond hope
that sectarian tendencies are set aside, to enjoy and appreciate

the astounding contributions of two great Indian works to world
literature and aesthetics.

Etymology and authorship

Coined from two words “Tol” meaning ancient and
“kappiyam” meaning kavya or literature, the Tolkappiyam is the
carliest and the most comprehensive text on grammar and
literature in Tamil. Though known as Tolkappiyam after the
work. the author is said to Trmadhumagni, a muni and direct
disciple of Sage Agastya. He seems to have been a multi-
faceted personality since the work deals with grammar,
linguistics, poetry, philosophy, history and sociology.

Tolkappiyam is divided into three books which are titled:
Eluthu, Sol and Porul. Each book contains nine chapters and
deals with different aspects of the Tamil language; Eluthu with
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the phonetics, Sol with the morphology and Porul with the themes
and forms of Literature. Porul translated literally means “that which
is important in life”. For Tolkappiyan, literature was the key to
open the varied treasures leading to happiness in life. The nine
chapters of Porul are: Akathinai Iyal on the conduct of love
affaires, Purathinai Iyal on other affaires, Kalavu Iyal on secret
love, Karpu Iyal on wedded love, Porul Iyal on that which is
essential for the study of literature, Meypattu lyal on exhibition
of psychic feelings. Uvama Iyal on similies and comparisons,
Seyyul Iyal on prosody, and Marapu Iyal on usage of words.

Our area of discussion here is Meypattu Iyal, the sixth
hook. Despite several interpolations which are believed to have
crept into the Poruladhikaram, most commentators (llampuranar,
Naccinarkkiniyar and Perasiriyar) credit Meyppattiyal as having
twenty-seven verses. Literature is rightly called a mirror of life
and society. Hence Meippaattiyal refers to the means, skill or
medium of communication whereby people are made aware of
the occurrences in the world. The term 'viral' has also been

used as a synonym for this. Each Meyppadu is the psych_ic
feeling or emotion inherent in a person. When it 18 expressed In
a four - fold expansion it results in thirty - two meippadus.

‘1 cimamenTs GBmEtHlL GTEUT - preIE QUTBEED
setrasiw Ly GeT BT - BIGTE eTETL
Poruladhikaram, Meippattiyal. verse L.

They say that thirty-two concepts, evolved out of plays
may be calculated into sixteen.
pacy - @ueT® G umepyiomi 2 TG .
Verse - 2

They may be calculated into eight also.

Each meippadu is born out of four sources. (verses 4 to 11).
Laughter - Reproach. Youth, foolishness, feigned ignorance.
Weeping - Inferiority. Loss. Suffering, Poverty,

Dislike - Agedness. Iness. Pain, Weakness.
s. Smallness, Change.

2w

Wonder - Newness. Bignes
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5. Fear - Objects of fear, Beast, Thieves, Kings.

6. Fortitude - Education, Fearlessness, Fame, Sacrifice.

7. Anger - (Born of hatred) Cutting of limbs, Conspiracy,
Inflicting injury, Speaking ill.
8

. Delight - Enjoyment of wealth, Knowledge, Intercourse,
Plays and games.

These eight meippadus (from four sources each) give rise
to eight “Suvais™. (Discussed later)

The Rasa Theory of Bharata’s Natya Sastra.

The sixth Adyaya of Bharata’s Natya Sastra (as explained
by Abhinavagupta, Bharata’s commentator) is on Rasotpattih
(Aesthetic imaginative experience) and composed of 83 verses.
The importance given to Rasa is clear from-

Ne hi Rasadrte Kascitarthah Pravariate

“Without Rasa, no dramatic device is of any importance” (Natya
Sastra, Ch. VI, Verse 31 Edited by Dr. R.S. Nagar). The Theory
of Rasa is succiently explained by Bharata in the following Sutra:

“Vibhavanubhavavya bhicari samyogai Rasanispatthi”

(N.S. VL. 32).
The sentiment is produced (rasa-nispattiah) from a combination
(Samyoga) of determinants (Vibhava), consequents (Anubhava)
and transitory states (Vyabhicaribhava). The parallel given, is
the instance (drstanta) of taste, also called rasa, which results
from a combination of various spices, vegetables and others.
Infact, Rasa (sentiment) is so called because it is capable of
being tasted asvadyate). Just as well disposed people while
cating good cooked food enjoy its taste and attain pleasure and
satisfaction, so also cultured and leamed persons taste the
dominant states (Sthayi bhava) in their mind when represented
by the various forms of abhinaya. To the question-do the states
(bhava) come out of sentiments (Rasa) or the other way round,
it is apparent that the former is not possible as the bhava
becomes the cause for Rasa. However just as there is no Rasa
without bhava prior to it, so also there is no bhava which does



(O T -

not lead to Rasa. Bharata further gives a list of the eight sthayi
bhavas and their corresponding Rasas: the colours, the presiding
deities and examples of the Rasas. According to Bharata, the
eight states (sthayi bhavas) are delight (rati), laughter (hasa),
sortow ($oka), anger (krodha), heroism (utsaha). fear (bhaya),
disgust (Jugupsa) and wonder (vismaya). The corresponding eight
Rasas are the erotic (srngara), the comic (hasya), the pathetic
(karuna), the furious (raudra), the heroic (vira) the terrible
(bhayinaka), the odious (bibhatsa) and the marvelous (adbhuta).
The sthayibhavas are inborn in man’s heart. These latent
impressions or vasanas are sourced from actual experiences in
the present life or even instincts inherited from past life. We
can see the influence of the philosophical concepts of karma
and rebirth here. Though these vasanas exist permanently in the
mind of every individual, they are dormant and arise only when
the occasion so encourages or demands. The example from
ordinary life is extended to art experiences also. Every feeling
has a cause (karnna) effects (karya) and concomitant elements
(sahakarin). The varies situations in life (kara&a) manifests
itself as the visible reactions expressed by the face and the
body (karya) accompanied by the accessory and the temporary
mental states (sahakarin). In the art experience, the karana
(determinants) is vibhava, the karya (consequents)'is Anubhava
and the sakharin (transitory mental states) is vyabhicaribhava.

Similarities between the two texts: A Common method
Thé Bhava of the Natya Sastra is the equivalent of the

Meippadu of the Tolkappiyam. It refers to the internal. pgychic
states. of emotion and feeling. The counterpart of Rasa in the
Natya Sastra is the suvai of Tolkapplyam: Both refer to the
concept of taste, which though understood intellectually has to

be experienced, to be meaningful.
‘BevaCGu, UL, @dﬂmaa’), m@x;sms,’
QBB Qeu@gaf, 2ams TEID
QoI ®’ eTeeTL.
1. Iyal 6, Meippattiyal. Tolkappiyam.

FFID,
oyt ume T GL

Verse 3 Poruladhikaran
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Srngara  hasya  Karu&a  raudravira  bhayanakah
bibhatsatbhuta Sangyau cetyashtau natyae rasah smrtah

Verse 15, Rasadhyaya, Chapter 6, Natya Sastra.

The classification of Bhavas is as

Natya Sastra Tolkappiyam
Vibhava Suvaipporul
Vyabhicari Bhava Suvaiyunarvu
Anubhava Kurripu
Satvikabhava Viral

The classification of Rasa and Suvai is as follows:

NatyaSastra Tolkappiyam English

Hasya Nagaiye Comic

Karu&a Azhugai Pathetic
Bibatsa [livaral QOdious
Adbhuta Marutkai Marvellous
Bhayanaka Accam Termble

Vira Perumidam Hcroic

Raudra Veguli Furious

Smgara Yuvagai - Erotic / Sensual.

Another amazing point of similarity lies in the non-inclusion
of Santa and Naduvu Nilai ie. equivalents of equanimity
included by later writers in Sanskrit or Tamil. The psychological
analysis of both Tolkappiyam and NatyaSastra with reference to
art experience, several centurics ago puts in the shade even the
most modern theories in psychoanalysis and linguistics. Both
texts begin with clear enunciation of basic terms used (Bhava /
Meippa™u and Rasa / Suvai) and their elaborate classification.
They proceed logically and analytically to a stage of Aesthetic
enjoyment which is often an indescribable experience of the

highest order. Rasananda is said to be Brahmananda Sahodara
or equivalent to Ultimate Happiness (Moks).

Conclusion

At the surface level the Tolkappiyam appears to be a
literary text dealing with the science of language or linguistics.
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Infact literature the 'life and soul' of a language is really a
mirror of the life and culture of the people who speak the language
and study the literature. The porutpadalam of the Tolkappiyam
gives us a glimpse into the society and culture ot the early Tamilians.
So is the case with the NatyaSatra in which we become aware
of the common cultural substratum for a large part of Bharatha
Varsha which followed the Marga system of dramaturgy. Both
works are then of interest not only to literature but also to History,
Philosophy, Sociology and Anthropology. The only obvious
difference lies in the greater emphasis given to the performance
tradition in the NatyaSastra. The Meippattiyal (the analysis of
aesthetic experience) is only one aspect of an entire work devoted
to Tamil language and literature while NatyaSastra is “Kavi Nata
Sikshartham’, meant to instruct the poet as well as the actor.

The two texts, Tolkappiyam and NatyaSastra should be
made compulsory inclusions in any study of ancient literature
and dramaturgy. Bharatha Varsha has a lot to teach the world,

for centuries to come.
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