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3. Gueg, .23 4. Gueg u. 23" S5 CGueg u. 23

6 Qesbluse earlGluwiaer, L. 96.

7. &MEyELITd wev, L1 68, 8. Guag u. 69.

9. Guevgy wu.103. 10. Guoevg), 1. 10.

1.

STEHHLTD gemburpTat Careld g gyuey, u. 22



3 FPenewrentd -

4. ygmesid -

7

“S1E5E eTesTLg) Wwaei GlenLuieh gjaufleyih
Cusmeadi@s @uuit. flowsetler @)oot ufleh
<ofensfluy b sresAGuTe JHCELE
oLBESTH YUQUWT SeLOFSS 6T DI
R STTEST(LPLD QanaL_g o.a@T@B"”

“AOWSERHEG &L LG WTHT D Guiret my
($TE5H-L 19 WTewTLb) o e il & 6u F 6D
@u@uuwr wpss"”

“siresd erergih QETHEISS BleneITEnLD
ey Quuwpd 2ad. waser oF @
QuupeispaTsl LHGCa D Beneowreniod
&S G FDOTF Geragyse &TEEHS
Hevanrw @G,  GaT D Q&me guth
FreTpreTensQuir LIGUHLD UTLPHSS T
FTEsH erarp Gl Qupp@getrLF!

“smEpd - HleeuilTenL; Beveuwr 2 evEled
Peoovwssg LDUGLTGET earGp erarm
oyerenar  STOTLE o enT TGS TED

@uGuwrr  GUDD S "

csrEg@uyrsms, N, AEHESED-
LB SEe, LTiD-FSTLD Tl g g Crma&Il
Oywerrs L8&sUGOUDD BSTD FTEHE
yom@p gy erasTurr Slerr” 1

“g+0EHE —> HTEHE eramtn Mg &, &, L9gLOLD,
<EHF- 2] CHEISSEY. arenCa LgLCgeerad
el yHdbsl Cump Qupp seD
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12, &mTEyRLTD wer, . 10. 13. sEs&ILpLb W, U. 63.

4. smEsPyTD TETHUTBTST Gameiish gif ey, L. 22.

15. &mEyRLyLD WwerT, . 63.
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18.
19.

Qehens LT L UIeTH DG SHSSTHEG, s 39-40.
FHTEHFLTLD LOGIT, L. 69. _

"The Origin and Significance of the words Kacci and Kanchi are
not clearly known while the former word is a Tamil one, the later
is taken both as a Tamil word and also as a Sanskrit word. As a
Tamil word, it is spilit up into two, Ka and afici. Ka is taken to
mean Brahma and afici or aficittal to mean worship, thus showing
that the name stands for the place where Brahma worshipped
God Siva. Again Ka is taken to mean eminence, headship, bliss
and Kanchi to mean the place where one get supreme bliss. A’
third explanation is also offered. It is said that Kanchi is the name
of a tree and since there was a forest of such trees at the place it
came to be called so, in the same way to Tillai (chidambaram) is
so named because of the Tillaivanam which existed there and
jambukeswaram near Tirucirappalli came to be called after the
forest of Jambu trees that once existed there. The term Kanchi in
Sanskrit is taken also as a girdle and it is explained that the city

was like a girdle in the earth- Kanchipuram in the early South
Indian history, pp.4-5.

The Origin of the word Kacci and Kanchi cannot be ekplained
satisfactorily. Fanciful explanations are found in later religious
literature as well as in the legendary accounts grew in abundance
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Setr @ TEHSSHSSTL-QSET FLEGS
G gefleur &@&lasTmer
Camems ofyg CurhgGwamad &L 8
willeoBluglur - Bp. 13

in the subsequent periods of the city's history. T.V. Mahalingam's

- suggestion that the city was so named after Kanchi tree may be
acceptable as it appears to be nearer the truth. However the poetical
explanation of kanchi as a girdle to earth is also sensible for the
word Kanchi denotes a girdle in Sanskrit....... However whatever
explanations are given regarding the origin of the name of the
city can only be considered as tentative- Kanchipuram through
the ages, pp.7-8.

20. @m)&@wg’;@cb serr QLT S6eT, L. 94.
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39. HLBlpr uyeuT I, LI 46.

40. Ttis sometimes held that Kaverippumpattinam also called Kakanti
was the new town constructed by him and that it came into
existence only from the time of Karikala. But this town appears
to have existed earlier. An inscription of Bharput of the second
or first century B.C. mentions a Buddhist monk named Soma as
hailing from this place, mentioned as Karikala. Thus the town
founded by Karikala must have been different from
Kaverippumpattinam and very likely it was in the region newly
conquered by him in the northern part of Tontaimandalam, where
there seem to have been more than one Kakanti. It is possible
Karikala named the new town in the north after his own capital in
the South. If this assumption is permissiable it will be obvious
that Karikalan's dominions extended far beyond Kanchi in the
north- Kanchipuram in the early South Indian history, p.16.

41. The only Sovereign whom the Tamil sources asociate with Kanchi
in the early centuries of the Christian era is the early Chola King
karikala, who, according to the Tiruvalangatu plates of Parakesari
Rajendra Cholal (1012-44 A.D.) rebuilt or embellished with gold
the city of Kanchi. This solitary epigraphical evidence which is
authentic and reliable though coming as late as the 11th cnetury
A.D. can be regarded as suggesting Karikala's conquest of or
control over Kanchi, inspite of the fact that many scholars
including K.A. Nilakanta Sastri have doubted it - Kanchipuram
through the ages, p.11.
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62. Kalikala who renovated the town of Kanchi with gold and estab-
lished his fame by constructing flood-embarkments for the river

Kaveri - S.I.L. Vol. III part I1I p.386.
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63, Karikala's suggested association with Kanchi is strengthened
further by a reference to Karikala in one of the hymns on Kanchi
sung by Tirujnana sambandar who was a younger contemporary
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(c.600-630 A.D.). This event of renovating Kanchi by Karikala

finds mention in Sekkilar's Periyapuranam (12th century A.D.)
also -Kanchipuram through the ages, p. 11.
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720. Some Scholars are of the view that the early Pallavas ruled not from
Kanchi in Tondaimandalam which was known only as Kachchi in
the early Tamil literature but from another ancient Kanchi situated
in the Nellore-Guntur area and that it was only after a centruy or so
after finally overcoming the Colas in the South that they extended
their rule to kanchipuram. In anycase Kanchi was firmly in the hands
of only Simhavishnu and Mahendravarman I from the middle of the
sixth century. It is presumably due to the fact that the- Colas and
Pandyas were ruling as powerful but subordinate rulers in the south
that the Pallavas of the simhavishnu line had to station powerful
military chiefs in the region south of the Tondaimandalam border.
Even members of the collateral Bhimavarman branch of the royal
dynasty were associated with the conquest of the Southern regions
as indicated by reference to it in the Tandantottam plates. It is also
noteworthy that the Pallava copper-plates were not issued from
Kanchi during the fifth century when Kanchi was apparently not in

their possessmn Administration and Social life under the Pallavas,
p.11.

121. Scholars have expressed doubts about the identification of
Kanchipuram of the early Pallava copper plates with the modern
Kanchipuram in Chingleput District. As a matter of fact it is only in
the Udayendiram grant that the city is for the first time referred to as
Kanchipuram as mentioned earlier. In the early Tamil literature the
city is referred to only as Kafichi. Though there are a number of
Kanchipurams and a number of place names incorporating the word
‘Kafichi' in them found in the Chingleput, Chittoor, Nellore and Guntur
Districts, enly in the present Kanchipuram in Chingleput District do
we find numerous Pallava monuments. Thus in the absence of any
other definite evidence, modern Kanchipuram may be taken as the
ancient capital of the Pallavas. It is unlikely that Mahendravarman
and his successors would have chosen a place different from the
capital of their predecessors for constructing edifices of everlasting
fame -Kanchipuram through the ages, p.15.
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&9, eFpmib HIOOIRTYD STEHF HHevTLs LTTevami 1
yeurer. sy ereirp For e fiCunéaer, sTEE@ullch
2Cerser sl yar Guarssdvgrd @ GHSH 6Ty
FpuyerorTes erenGeu, Carscs g Fulicd QgmeimenL prH
B s wews BLOLITD- LS IITE G YTTEES), L. 304,

The earliest known reference in the Mauryan epoch to Kanchi is
by the Buddhist traveller Hiuen Tsang who narrates that he noticed
a stupa about 100 feet high built by the king Asoka in the city of
Kanchi when he visited it in 634 A.D. In South India though no
Asokan Stupa has hitherto been located other monuments like
his Minor Rock Edicts have been found at Gavimath, Palkigundu,
Maski, Siddapura and Brahmagiri in the Kamataka state and
Yerragudi and Rajulamandagiri in Andhra Pradesh, the last of
which is the nearest to Kanchi among the Asokan monuments -
Kanchipuram through the Ages- pp.8,9.
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125. It may be mentioned in this connection that in the portion
containing the mythical genealogy, the Kuram plates of
Paramesvaravarman | refer to a king named Asokavarman as one
among the earliest rulers of Kanchi. In the opinion of K.A.
Nilakanta Sastri this reference to Asokavarman in the Pallava
record though in terms of time it is a comparatively later one,
may well be a relic of Mauryan rule in the South- Kanchipruam

through the ages pp.8,9.
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QuieTSSLpLd HLE(LPLD, L. 32.
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127, Gluergsuptb sLilpd, L. 34,

128. It is however not certain whether the Mauryan empire under
Asoka extended upto Kanchi - Kanchipuram through the ages,
pp.8,9.
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129. However, the influence, if any does not seem to have lasted long
as can be inferred from the Hasthigumpha inscription of
Kharavela. The Allusion in that inscription to the confederacy of
the Tamil kings (Tramira-desa Sangatham) evidently shows that
the kings of the Southem states had made bold assert their
independence, resisting the influence from the north. Since Kanchi
was geographically and politically an important southern entity
even at that time, it may reasonably be conjectured that Kanchi
too was involved in the uprising- Kanchipuram through the ages,
p.9 usHOUTLH oS8, us 306307

130. However, from the sources available ai present it is not possible
to determine whether the Satavahanas extended their political

authority or administrative control in the regions to the south of



152

Crgrseunsery CUIS gpEETp E.up. 235 (psed L. 220
amriley Hodlug. Qsorsw ysSry Frgst (H.9. 8§2-106)
TETLIGUGH hFETTEr (@I T Lgyom il Sm & sHer
Camgmaur &) (1 6y 65 60T W 1T W) & 615 & & @ewr Ol
SLpaFIUGEEaID NshE&S CsD&Hd SL_gyT eenyuileydb
Glewr_g gyeirerar. '@gmrrd) @loyayoriter o' 8 oy bSy
Bl g euth Qgraiment BTl ig @it UL Ig (FESETLD GTTLIg)
QT TUESWTETT (pig.6y. U6t BSLI L@ULOTUS GTETLIGIGHT 6T
QLE puewdgw Qsraren prieL. gyam grsCar,
Qg E Gl whsad HEFTL L 5 GEm g
QUITL_FTEGuT saps sreaTdlevenc. QsnHGs HmeyenesTwiTni
wmgdley et s YL AOGEsewsCE  Frerny
sreTU@E&E DS erenGey @yetrimb gyiomuluicr 4 &
Ggrement BT 196 Lol&6d GmEw smevGo pen_ QubBl(BSHe0
Coucr@b ety 2 WidFewryIU@ID” TTHDTHT LTt
wr.@rrewrefissarris gqudr @smar LoSKpT
). FRUUPSHLD. "FTSUTHETHET SO BTL 196 6TOMEVHS
HYUUT 26Ten HSHTeRT UGHOW TG, @leurser
Slup2gy HTHOTETG N HES FL. 2 BTHOTETER eueng
27s QFgusGert. @eeugersdr Geusref), Gy, GLimg 6.
Fwib YHw 2Cwrsmseld LU wmsEds srEsmar

Nellore District.... The most important evidence in this regard is
- the find of copper coins of the Satavahanas in the recent
archaeological excavations at Kanchi. . .T.V. Mahalingam
suggests that "the Naga princess married by virakurcha probably
belonged to the family of the Oliya Nagas which ruled over Oyma-
nadu and Aruvavadatalainadu. etc." Thus if the later Satavahanas
did not bring the region around Kanchi under their direct or
effective control, atleast it may be postulated that either it was
entrusted to the Naga feudarories or military governors who owed
“allegiance to them. It is more probable that the region was under
the control of the former through the Naga kings who were
originally Feudatories of the Satavahanas and who later became
independent- Kanchipuram through the ages, pp.10-11.

131, ugSIOUT (B yrmiiss), w. 305.
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132, eivs amevd anéwe, L8l 133 Cuegy, L& 75, 76, 77.

134. Guosv g1, L. 73.

135. The cult of Ashtabhujasvami is an early one and it is possible
that the cult originated at some place in North India like the
Mathura region and spread to Nagarjunakonda and from there
permeated further south te Kanchi. It is also probable that the
Ikshvakus who were responsible for the building of stupas and
monasteries at Nagarjunakonda revived the spirit of Mahayana
Buddhism in kanchi. According 10 the tradition prevalent in

a, the salankayanas (c.300-420A.D.) who came after the

Burm
nextended their patronage to the

Ikshvakus, are said to have
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136.

137.

Buddhist elergy at Kanchi and elsewhere". It is also said that
Buddhadatta, the Ceylonese scholar, who was invited by the
king of Vengi, evidently a Salankayana king, established under
the patronage of the king, Buddhist sects at Kanchi-
Kanchipuram through the ages, p.11.
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People of Thondaimandalam had much in common with the rest
of Tamilnadu in matters of dress and ornaments. The antiquity of

Kanchi goes back to the megalithic period and the megalithic

culture was spread over a vast area in South India. Excavations at

these megalithic sites have yielded large quantities of shell
Apart from literary sources, one can turn to

bangles.....
Kanchi have revealed

archaeological evidences, excavations at

terracotta bangles, beads and pendants....
-Mahabalipuram Studies, pp. 83-89
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10. It is presumable that Kanchipuram was a seat of higher learning
even earlier than the period of its association with the pallava
kings. Pataijali discusses the derivation of the term Kanchipuraka
possibly because it was famous even during his time (second
century A.D.) for its Sanskrit learning. According to one of the
Sangam classics Aravana Adigal taught Buddhist philosophy at

this place -Administration and Social life under the Pallavas,
P.223,
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74. The earliest inscriptional reference to the ghatika of Kanchipuram
is made in the Talagunda pillar inscription of Kakusthavarman,
the Kadamba king. Scholars have fixed its date variously as the
fifth century and the sixth century A.D. On the strength of
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