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PREFACE

An English preface :

This work with the title The Traditions of Musical
Instruments was found in palm leaf manuscripts. As this
was found to be yet another record of the rich musical
traditions of the Tamils this was edited and brought out
in print.

The editor gives to it a useful introduction where he
first brings out the salient features of Tamil music. Then
he describes the manuscripts and how they came to be
discovered and edited. Then follows the printed work:
These are the three broad divisions. The Editor’s author-
ship of part I and Part Il is to be commended because
they form also a viable terminal portion.

This preface tries to say in English what the editor
tells us in two parts in Tamil by way of introduction to
the edition of the palm leaf manuscripts on music, making
a number of useful changes.

The thrill of enjoying music is enhanced by the kind
of metalanguage in which it is often discussed. This in-
troduction in Tamil seems to be a good mixture of the
metalanguage of music and simple description, making a
right balance. It excites enthusiasm for the study of the
music of the Tamils and at the same time does not speak
to the expert alone to the utter meglect of the uninitiated.
In faet this mixture gives a kind invitation to the common
reader to know the rich world of music in order to enhance
his comprehension and ‘thereby the enjoyment of divine
music as the two sorts of diction the simple and the
expert’s are placed side by side here. But the background
of Tamil literature and history makes the editor’s comments



a little difficult for those who are not very familiar with
these studies. Therefore explanations are added to help
understand such difficult notions. In English books on
Tamil music, we find technical terminology which is not
casy of comprehension for the common Englisk reader.
These terms are rendered into simple descriptive English
equivalents sacrificing accuracy to understanding.

Explanations are given wherever people, mnot very
familiar with the Tamils and their culture would find it
difficult to follow what is said. Even titles of Tamil books
are translated as far as necessary as mere transliteration
will not be of much help to such a reader.

The material in the Tamil introduction is also trans-
posed in such a way that the English reader who will not be
able to go into the work itself or the Tamil introduction
on his own gets the right perspective of the work. These

are the ways in which this English preface - differs from
the Tamil.

Manuscriptology :

The discovery of a sheaf of palm leaf manuscript
is a significant event for a Tamil. A Tamil scholar responds
to it as an astronomer will to a ray of light from a far
off galaxy. All his admiration for the glorious past in the
history of the Tamils will be signified in his interest in
such an event. The discovery, reading, editing, updating,
and printing of manuscripts therefore become events of
great meaning. This is how most of the literary works
now available were brought to light. Tamil literary history
recognizes these events amd processes as a vital part of
its own. The science of manuscript reading on manuscri-
ptology becomes a foundation course for Tamil Studies.

Texts are to be rewritten in palm leaves as a set of
leaves will not last longer than four hundred years, even



if they are careflluy preserved. Those manuscripts which are
found to have been rewritten have every chance of being
distinguished as great literature. The exigencies of editing
bring ia many changes by way of emendations and total
conversion to diffsrent versions. Most of these texts
were kept im memory and when they were commitied
to writting discrapencies do occur. The predominant
trends of thinking and ideas of a particular age often
colour the interpretation of the origiaal text. Theo-

logical ideas in which the Tamils were interested long
after their, more secular literature came to be written,

overhadowed certain values enshrined in these earlier liter-
ature. This is just one example. Changes in the original
text was an easy temptation to which the scribe easily
succumbs with a certain amount of subjective justification,
A palm leaf manuscript should be freed carefully from
similar dusty deviations. This editor thinks whether they
are grammars of language or the arts the texts should be
restored to their pristine purity as it should have been
in the original.

The Find :

The International Institute of Tamil Studies, Madras
which publishes this volume is interested in collecting palm leaf
manuscripts for the reasons mentioned a while ago. We
have in our possession 347 manuscripts with 50,000 leaves
in toto. We had collected a number of them from
places in the district of Kanyakumari. Three were
taken from the editor’s home at Osaraillai. These were in
the possession of his father Sri Harikrishna Nadar,
Mr. M. K. Raman, Research Assistant who was in-charge
of the library of manuscripts an expert in manuscriptology
found that one of them was on the traditions of musical
instruments and it was decided to bring eut a publication
of this work. Sri Harikrishna Nadar was mot aware of the
fact that this was available with him "although he
knew toplay _on the mirutankam. Mr. Narayana Perumal Nadar
theeditor’s grand father had brought this from Suchindram, a
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pilgrim centre 5 km from Nagercoil on the 19km long way
to Kanyakumari.

He found it a wuseful companion for learning to
play on the mirutankam. An elderly gentelman Sri Rama-
samy Nadar aged 92 year gave this information,

Suchindram s a place known for musical interests.
The temple of ;Thanumamalai Swamy has been the veuue
of many & music performance. It is where Srj
Subbiah Pillai the famous mirutankist was born. It is the
place where artisans made this instrument and therefore it
is no surprise that a work of this kind was found in this
place.

There are a number of internal evidences to show this
fact. It is customary to add an invocation to the gods in
literary works. The name Thanu is referred to in such
places and this is the name of the presiding Deity at
Suchindram. Variations of this place name are also wused,
We may also infer that the scribe who wrote eut these lines
is from Suchindram. Certain other names are mentioned
with hallowed memories and they may be names of other
scribes and musical exponents.

A Profile :

We cannot claim that this is an original work. It isa
collection from various sources. There are experts from a
number of musical works. Different verse forms are employed.
If we allow certain variations we can say that definitions
take certain verse forms and descriptions certain others.
Some of these verses sing the praises of Lord Chokkanathar
of Madurai and therefore it can be inferred that the major
original source was from Madurai.

In spite of the title’s clear indication that is a work
on the musical instruments a very special interest in musical
rhythms is shown and we have to wunderstand the word
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instruments rather in a functional sense. The 108 rhythms
in which the Tamils were well versed even from very early
times are given a special treatment. In ome verse 108
rhythms are enumerated alongwith the number of duratien
counts for each. Later each is described in a verse. The
enumeration and the descriptions seem to be belong to
different sources. These are of very ancient origin. The
verse forms employed will ascertain this fact. The opening
verse tells us that the work follows the methods of Naratha,
the ancient mythological exponent of music. References
are also made to Agasthia, the sage. Another work The
Sea of Rhythms publised by the Thanjavur Saraswathi
Mahal and this work probably come from a common
source, Adiarkunallar’s commentary on Cilappatikaram is a
mine of information on musical traditions. But this title
The Traditions of Musical Instruments is not menti-
oned here. Yet this may be the source of many printed
books that are available to day. Mr. M. K. Raman thinks
so. It includes layers of information from several periods
of history. This tradition has been very rich but unfort-
unately we do not find musicians who can understand and
use all 108 rhythms.

There are also places which we do not understand
yet. They are beyond our comprehension; the knowledge
of music which we have at present does not help us. A
musician soaring into the heights of his experience with
some self reflection may come to decipher them. Some of
these conventions have been lost. One thing is made
abundantly clear. The Tamils had developed the art of
music to a very high degree of perfection and this work
is yet anether record of their achievements.

A Layout :

If one has to show a sketchy layout of the material
im the work, the following will be a satisfactory repre-
sentation.
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I A. Title : A Book on the Traditions of Musical Instruments.
That it follows the traditions of Naratha

The rules of the Divine dance are enumerated.

That divine dance requires rhythm.

That the basis of Divine dance is the dance of Siva.
The important instrument of rhythmic beat is the drum
and it is played by Nandi Deva; the beating of the drum
enhances the beauty of the Divine dance.

B. The nature of drum is explained. Its two eyes and the
fourteen rope-eyes are then described. They are given a
supernatural background. The names of the twelve types of
wood thatare fit for making the drum are then given. It is
said that these apply to other types of drums. Such tools of
musical beats are called instruments.

C. A regular description and explanation of rhythms.

Its composition is explained. A verse in 107 lines
explains the hundred and eight rhythms. This verse is followed
by commentaries where all the rhythms are listed. Each is given
its beat duration. This editor usefully adds further annotations,
He mentions three other musical werks and shows the
different rhythms that are additions and omissions. He
arranges them in alphabetical order, draws two columns for each
of the four books and in either column shows the number of
the rhythm as stipulated in that particular work and the beat
duration for each. He gives sets of rhythms which are found
in this book The Tradition of Musical Instruments but not
in the other works. Such annotations are provided by this
editor in a number of places. Thisis inaddition to the
commentaries on the verses by the author-compiler himself.
These annotations certainly make this edition very useful. They
actually update the commentary, provide cross references.
They will help a researcher like his index cards.

II The Sea of Rhythms
This part looks like a separate work on Rhythms. Invoca-
tion to Lord Sivathamu and Lord Chokkanathar are found here.
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It is indicated that this book describes the art that helps
the dance of the Divine Lord. It also indicates that the
name of the author is Kulabharatha Sudamani. This will
show that The Sea of Rhythms is different from the
Traditions of Musical Instruments. The Sea of Rhythms
may have originated from Madurai. The reader ought to
know that in Tamilnadu regional variations as seen in
their linguistics and literary effects are important for a
profitable study of Tamil literature at an advanoed level.

This part enumerates and describes the nuances and
components of rhythms. It shows how the beat intervals
are divided into still smaller units and how differently
they are named in their various componential formations or
places of occurance or alignment. The characteristics of each,
the gods patronizing them and the nature of the tunes are
described.

III. This portion is entitled A Compendium of Certain
Rhythms where the beat durations ofa few rhythms are
described. Then it talks about seven other Rhythms and
gives a description of the characteristics of some leather-
instruments.

IV. This part goes by the name A String of Beads. This
indicates the beats made on leather-instruments. The
acsthetic pleasure derived from the practice of the sixty four
arts is known by the same name which by the way, also indi-
cates the garland of beads around Lord Siva’s neck. He is
indicated how these beats are made, that there are five steps
in the process of making the beats on drums. A number of beat
measures most of which go by the names of some deity or other,
are enumerated.

V. This part shows the variations one is free to take in the use
of rhythmic beats. We find a description of seven more
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rhythms. The 108 rhythms and their beat duration are
here given in a formula,

VI. This talks about a number of things. Useful kints are
given to the student of music. It speaks about the instrument

natacuram, holed instruments, the nature of musical notes, the
place of production of notes and how they are represented.
It is indicated that those who play on the musical instruments
should know also about melody and scale and it is not enough
to know the rhythmic beats.

The Tamil Origin :

This work is replete with words of Sanskrit origin. This
might show the period at which the source books came to be
written. A pan Indian motive and the author’s attitude to
languages are certainly made clear. The reader must know what
sentiments are attached to the use or avoidance of Sanskritized
words in Tamil. Confrontations and acrimonious arguments
are not out of place at times when such a question for need of
Sanskrit words comes up. The coments of this editor which
follow will throw more light on this situation.

These tendencies towards Sanskritization in no way
make us think that the work has no broad and deep base
in the civilization of the Tamils. It shows a rare awaren-
ess of this Tamil background and displays clearly that the
seurces were also Tamil works

The same hallowed feelings towards Tamil with a
sense of a name never to be taken without reverence which
we encounter to day in Tamilpada is found in the spirit
of this work. This spirit which is often looked upon as a
piece of inferiority complex with very little justification
must be understood in the backround of tne historical
development, consequences of and developments after India’s
attainment of freedom and the insular nature of this
language which is its glory as other language may find
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their strength in their adaptablity and power for absorption.
One thing is clear; this exclusive spirit is mnot anything
pnew. Instances of this kind prove that events like, for
example, the freedom movement only fan it but it was
there in the long past, in its tradition. Thus in this
work a splendour of divinity and motherhood is accorded

to Tamil.

Besides this historical justification and social develop-
mental exigencies one has to sec its nature in the critical
postures of the creative writer. To him the ancher of his
thoughts is his language. It is in an unconscious  effort
he makes a thrilling use of this loyalty, and sadly,
critics outside the Tamil pale do not uaderstand the psy-
chological aspect of the writer's need. All creative writers
fall in love with the language as the English poet considered
words his wife and children. In a different sociological
set up this loyalty is exhibited in a different form.

The author calls Tamil the language of divinity. He
says its rhythms and tunes are invented by Agasthia, The
references to the triple aspects of the Tamil language in
its literary, musical and dramatic literature are made quite
often. This adjective to Tamil has almost become prover-
bial and the richness of the Tamil language as well as
its literature is decribed in this addition. This type of
identification is so insistent that one can come to conclude
that the principles enumerated in this work have a Tamil
background and is of a distinctive calibre which can be

termed Tamil Music.

Editing : These palm leaf manuscripts had many discrepensies.
The lines were mixed up. The usual methods of diction check
up on the historical basis, prosody and rhyme scheme tests and
orthographic-script check up were given. It was deciphered to
be two centuries old.
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The original was found in twe parts. These were edited
into one. The first had 73 leaves in a series and the second
had 26 in another. Leaves 31, 32, 42 and 57 were missing.
The scribe says he left blank leaves in these places in order to
help other scribes to write them there, if they found the missing

ones. Along with the opening verse of invocation it is made
one hundred in all.

The study of Music :

The editor’s observations on music in general and Tamil
music in particular are relevant to the material in hand. The
distinctive quality of Tamil music is to be told again and
again using every opportunity, feels the editor, because the
more we try te learn it, the more it reveals and the Tamils in
general lag behind many other peoples in realizing the richness-
ness of their past. It remains a closed book even to scholars and
any attempts to study literature without an adequate knowledge
of music will result ineffective understanding of literature.
While literature occupies a majer part of our art curricular
music remains a professional discipline as it is a performing art-
Evea if one justifies the segregation of the professional and the
academic one must keep in mind the fact ;: no music no poetry

Though Dr. A. N. Perumal does net state these reasons
here, ome can easily infer these to be his line of thinking from
his interest in music and dramatic literatu:e as we see them in

his other published articles and boeks. Hence he makes the
following observations.

Music and Rhythm :

The different qualitative and the quantitative measures of
sound are aligned to excite aesthetic pleasure and thus is born
music. In this artistic endeavour the continua of measured
sounds are to be methodically split for alignment. The beat-cuts
which make these splinters, relive, at the basis, in a frame of
strict control and thus the rhythm becomes the nerve-texture of
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music. Any art cries for the need for the control of ar iron frame
and thus we find rules. The acceptance of this centrol system is
strength of art and in discovering the pattern of rules we enhance
the glory of this art.

The measurement of time interval in making beats is
thus very important. This makes the rhythm. Though
the avoidance of monotony is a negative effort it is on
this basic need we build a whole range of tones and thus the
measurement and arrangement become an intricate job of
building rhythms. The tone alongwith the rhythm makes
the music. The tone escapes its monotony with the help
of the rhythm.

Indian/Classical Music :

Professor Sambamoorthy tells us in his South Indian
Music. “‘The tala (rhythmic) system is perhaps the most
difficult and complicated branch of South Indian music.
There is no eomparison to it in the other musical systems
of the world. The time measures used by all the nations
put together will form but a;small branch of the innumerable
varieties of rhythm used in South Indian Music.”” It has
also been identified that the forte of Indian music is
melody and rhythm. A very easy reference can be made
to Emmons E. White. He tells us that when we study the
music of India we find that harmomy while it does exist,
has not been developed as in Western Music, whereas
Melody and Rhythm especially in classical music have been
highly developed and have been elaborated in definite systems.
These sentiments have been shared by a number of scholars
and writers.

Tamil Music : Evidence :

Cankam literature which is the peak of the achievement
of the Tamils shows that the Tamils must  have
developed a very rare semse of music. We get from
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them a lot of information about melody. Existence
of a coniderable body of knowledge about rhythmic systems
is not revealed in these works. Yet we see a number of
instruments of rhythmic beats. They must bhave followed
some system in using these instruments, though information
has not been handed over. This can also be justified
because literary works do not have the burden of discussing
rhythmic systems. The very fact they had devised a variety
of musical instruments will show they had probably a
number of rhythmic beats and systems.

Foot notes we find in Tamil literary werks like Patirru-
Pattu and Paripatal show that the Tamils had a know-
ledge of the rhythms and there were varieties of them. The
former of thess bpoks refers to two systems and show how
the two can bc used on the same verse. The word beat
itself is used to refer to the effect of beats or rhythm.

Cilappatikaram refers to rhythmic systems. Its famous
commentator Adiyarkkunallar describes these systems with the
help of quotations. This habit shows that these works must
have been in cxistcnee for long as we see they had gained
a certzin amount of authority as precedence. He also
uses earlier annotators on this great epic. They help us to
understand the Tamil musical tradition. Partieular rhythms
almost ruled at Particular periods. References are made to
this fact, [t also refers to a mumber of works on music.

Cilappatikaram gives ample opportunities for the annotator
and commentator explain the musical traditions of the Tamils.
A certain annotator goes by the name: the author of a
compilation of difficult word meanings. He is always
referred to in this manner. This annotator refers to six
types of rhythmic beats. The commentator defines what a
rhythm is and makes a list of four measures from half a
beat to three through one and two. He gives each a
symbol. Alignment after next division with the help of
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these beats becomes rhythm. He next describes the kind
of effect that is the cause as well as the effect of this
effort which again resembles an intonationa! pattern. From
haif a beat measure to sixteen it is shown that there are
forty ome rhythms which belong to one set and there is
another list for another set. They are listed in the
ascending order of the number of beats in eaoh. Their
pames zre coined according to the effect of the resulting
style in a very imaginative way. The frequency of the
rhythmic beats creates an impression close to living exper-
jences and they are named accordingly.

This commetator and this annotator give evidence to the
fact that music was a very well developed performing art among
the Tamils. Parts of them have become very difficult for
understanding as the continuity of tradition broke at all levels.

We find in Nalayirativyapirapantam references to atleast
six rhytkms. Rhythms are some times named after the number of
beats. The concept of style is also used. An enquiry into, for
example, why phrases like style-beats are used will bring out

very useful information.

Literature on Rhythms in Tamil to-day @

‘The Commentary on GCilapatikaram refers to Rules o A
variety of Rhythms and A Collection of Rhythms. We have
today atleast six printed works available including the present
one. Three had already been referred to when we saw how the
editor lists three other works, makes columns to compare the
aumber of beats in each. One of them is The Sea of Rhythms.
Another goes by the name Iiluminations of Rhythms and
another Rhythm and Experience. One of them combines
in its title the reference to the number of beats which is eighg
and the verse form in which they are defined and described.
Its final verse makes it clear that the contemporaries used 113
rhythms and this work speaks about the grammar of these
rhythms. This was probably written in the year 1613 by one
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Varakunaraman. Another speaks about dance and rhythm. This
has been published by the Annamalai University. Tanjavur
Saraswathi Mahal has another important work known as
The Art of Rhythm. The French Institute of Indolegy Pondi-
cherry has in its possession atleast four valuable manuscripts.
Three Sanskrit works in their approach come very close to Tamil
Musical traditions. They are Cankitaratnakaram, Atiparatam
and Kukeca paratarnavam.

The Word Rhythmic-Beat :

The word beat as used in some of these works on music
goes to show the effort made at keeping the onset of efforts
under 2 patterned control. The Tamil equivalence goes with
the sense of lullaby or beat in a pendulum. It also refers to vocal
organs like the mouth roof or tongue. All these create a complex
of meaning which again testifies its depth in human understanding
and im history’s past.

The word referring to beat may have the verbal stemjtal/
which can be traced to Sanskrit origin but the word with an
clongated vowel is Tamil./tal/refers to the effort made as said
above. It is/tal/that reminds one of the symbolical and phonetic
references in its background of the particular meaning complex.
The editor thinks that this ensures the fact of the hoary past of
of the Tamil tradition and is surprised at the habit that a Sanskrit
origin should be traced even for words which have in fact Tamil
origins. This is just one example. Sanskrit works enjoyed a
_continuous existence and succession while Tamil works appeared
and disappeared. Therefore the onslaught of Sanskritization
was very thorough in the realm of arts.

The Height :

The musician possesses a peculiar sense of understanding
of the division of beat units and its necessity and therefore
invention of new rhythms and their usage are matters of the
creative freedom of the musician. So we find that the number
of rhythms available at a period changes. Some would say that
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with the five varieties working on the 108 rhythms we have 540.
Some would consider that such minute divisions and enormous
numbers would only make an aesthetic grip on the musician
while even to the trained audience it provides only a pattern
that is to be imagined and never to be heared. Such is the
sweetness of unheared melodies. It is here that the aesthetic
pleasure of music enters the area of mystic awareness. The
phase at which the singer rises to a peak of an amarchic glory is
compared to Lord Siva’s state of freedom from all earthly
controls.

Characteristics :

The characteristics of rhythm are put into ten categories.
George Santayama rightly said; ‘musie is a rationalization of
sound and mathematics become audible’.

1. Duration : It is the measurement of time. The measure-
ment is made with the external help of the rhythmic movement
of limbs or with an accompaniment. The measured duratien
safeguards the melody.

2. Style:

It is the way the rhythm moves. Some describe it
with three labels and some add a fourth.

3. Effect :

The effects of the rhythm are divided into two sets.
One is sound movement and the other is mute movement.
Either is put into four divisions. There is a fundamental
difference between the way musicians of the Sanskrit
tradition understand effect and those of the Tamil tradition
take it. This editor thinks the former tradition goes by
hand claps and the latter by beats on brass framed instru-
ments besides hand beats.

4. Act:

The duration of time in which rhythms are brought
together is known by this name as scons make an act. They
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are divided into six varieties. Some writers add to these
certain parts of Acts in which a purely actionless phase
dominates and  Certain editor’s tells us  that this phase
takes half the time duration of what the preceding Act.
suggests.

5. Initiation:

The point at which the singing begins in a eontinuum .
of rhythmic beats is known as [Initiation or Opening.
Twelve of these are put into three groups of four each.

6. Variety :

The internal movement of the subjective style is the
variety of the rhythm. There are five kinds.

7. Interval :

The intervals between combinations of rhythmic beats

are put into three varicties of ome. two and four intervals
8. Frequency :

A very important aspect is the frequency of rhythmic
beats. Regularity and control are the two phases of this
study. The unrestricted expansion or contraction which
belongs to the strength of the imagination of the singer
bas only this one great directive principle. Some put
them into three types, as the slow, the speeded and the
running. Works on Tamil music divide them into four.
Atiarku Nallar explains how they are actually used but it
becomes almost a closed book as our knowledge of Tamil
music is still inadequate.

9. Cembines :

Combinations of frequencies are calculated and put iamto
three varictics. Different works show different eombinations
and sub-divisions. The aesthetie pleasure depends on the
sweetness produced in the combination of frequencies.
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10. Imterceptions :

The artistic way in which a certain rhythm of a
certain duration is intercepted and made into Acts is known
by this pame. The free play of one’s imagination and
freedom within the chosen pattern finds its highest display
here Spontaneity born of practice yet defying it is the hall
mark of this achievement. It fills in the chosen intercepted
time unit each with a variety of display witha marvellous
genius for distribution.

Environment :

Besides the description of the mnature and structure of
individual rhythms their places of occurrences are also
carefully indicated.

"Rhythms that do not occur on their own are mentioned.
Rhythms that go along with them are listed. The cnes
that follows or proceed are enumerated. Some do not occur
at the initial place or in the middle. Strict rules of succes-
sion and precedence are made out. Certain root are used
with prefixes taken from the letiers of the alphabet to coin the
names of rhythms.

The Art of Representation :

The dexterity and the sense of artistic symbolism with
which the various rhythms are represented make a very
interesting arca of study. The figures take care of the
difficulties of impressions on the palm leaf. At the same
time the effect of the particular rhythm is represented in
tanglible evidence, making a choice from among the many
objective correlatives. It is for this reason this study
becomes a most rewarding effort. The editor suggests that
there is much to be donme in the study of the imaginative
art of visual representation as accomplished by the Tamil
music experts.
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One of the rhythms goes by the name art. This refers
to their regular movement. Another refers to the opposite
viz. irregularity. A third refere to a shape with a swelling
centre like a mirutankam. Another refers to thc shape of a
minidrum. Another refers to the tail of a cow where the
first ones are big and the shape decreases in size like the
bones in acow's tail. Another imitates the following river
which begins onrushing but branches into rivulets.

Rhythms in Other Performing Arts:

It will not be an exaggeration to say : no rhythm no
dance. It has been assessed that three of the rhythms help
the performance of dance. Some of the ten characteristics of
rhythms we listed help to make points of differences between
any two as applied to darce.

The Art of Dance by Bharata is a work on dramatics
There the features of music are equated with the features of
dance. The performance of dance is made possible and
effective only by the rigour of rhythm. In fact the use of
movements of bodily features to help make beats, gets
completely identified with the movements of the body in
dance bringing together dance and rhythm. More than
harmony it is rhythm that becomes the life of dance.

Rhythm produced in leather instruments has a peculiar
resonance. The same beat or thud performed on a different
kind of drum produces a different effect. But all such
rhythms keep themselves within a certain compass of tonal
quality.

Vecal recitation of thythm very much like the beats
produced on leather instruments need the same rigour aad
discipline. The vocal organs then take the functions of the

instruments and manage to bring together all the aspects
of a performance.
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In the rhythmic verse form  phonic quality takes
precedence of quantity. It has a peculiar charm even in
a language like Tamil where quaatitative measurement is
considered the basic measurement of feet., But there itis
a conscious effort. The qualitative is never forgotten and
gets arranged unconsciously. In rhythmic versc this process
is rather reversed. But what is common in both is the
use of rhythm. It is in the rhythmic verse the beat
movement compansates the absense of quantitative arrange-
ments.

If one has to show a good illustration of this fact from
the galaxy of Tamil literary works ome has to choose
Arunakirinatar’s Tiruppukal where it is estimated that all
the 108 rhythms are used though with the inadequate knowledge
we have we are unable to decipher the use of all these rhythms.

The Fruit

. This glimpse into the rich world of Tamil music should
help people to study them more profitably. Going through the
Tamil preface will be the next profitable step. This has more
information and more data. The kind of reader kept in mind
when putting together these words is expected to be a tireless
researcher who loves knowledge. Every Tamil scholar expects
that such a person will greatly profit by furthzr studies and with
the reaction that is created he or she well make great contribu-
tion to Tamil Studies. A multicultural interaction will be the
most welcome development.

-Dr. D. Albert
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