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FOREWORD
(First Edition)

The name of Kalidasa is one to conjure with in India. Few
literate people are strangers to his works. Those who understand
Sanskrit of course are in a position to enjoy him the most; but, in
spite of the fact that even the best translations cannot bring out the
spirit of the original, Kalidasa’s dramas do not lose much in beauty
or impressiveness in translations.

Mr. S Srinivasa Desikan possesses sound scholarship in
both Sanskrit and Tamil, and as such is well fitted to perform the
task he has undertaken namely, a literal translation of the
“Malavikagnimitram”. Though this drama is supposed to be only a
third-rate production of Kalidasa’s, still its plot, full of incidents and
intriguing situation as it is, will appeal more to the man in the street
than the justly reputed “Sakuntalam”, which must be regarded more
as a work of art intended for the connoisseur. ‘I have had
opportunities of going through Mr. S.S. Desikan’s translation of the
“Malavikagnimitram”, and I am glad to be able to testify that it is
quite faithful to the original. I wish this maiden attempt of the
author at interpreting Kalidasa to the average reader every success.

(Sd,) K.S. Patrachari, ML.A.,
Retired Lecturer,
Kumbakonam College
26th October 1937.
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