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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

This third edition of the sonnets of V.G. Suryanarayana
Sastrigal includes two, hitherto unpublished. An English
rendering of these has been supplied by Mr.T.B.
Krishnaswami, M.A.B.L., District Educational Officer, Sa-
lem, an old pupil of the author. All the Sonnets have been
annotated by M.R.Ry. N. Balaram Ayyar, Avl., of the
Annamalai University. This edition becomes thus a final and
definitive one, with a complete apparatus of notes and
translation.

Madura,
22.10.33 V.S. SWAMINATHAN
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PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH ECHOES

PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH ECHOES

It may not be out of place for the author of the English
portion of this little work to say a few words of introduction
to the sonnets. The little Tamil volume reached the present
writer in Oxford on its first publication, and when he then
received it, he pointed out, what seemed to him to be the
case, that, although each single line possessed distinct
poetic merit, and the whole collection gave clear indication
of a new departure in Tamil poetry, these short poems could
hardly with propriety be called sonnets. They are in fact for
the most part of the class of composition called in Tamil
Kanji (e#me¢pd). The peculiarity of the Tamil initial rhyme
deprives them of the characteristic which has given its name
to the Indian sonnetto. Moreover, the unity. of subject of idea,
and the culmination or point in the conclusion, are mostly
wanting. The absence of final rhyme is, however, the
greatest difficulty, and cannot, at least at present, it would
seem, be overcome.

The forty-one short Tamil poems here reprinted are
generally very musical, and have considerable artistic
finish, while the sentiment is interesting, and forcibly
expressed. The English echoes are not, strictly speaking,
translations, but rather adaptations, though some of them
follow very closely the Tamil Text. A few are the originals,
on which the Tamil is founded. The aim on the part of
the English co-worker has been to bring about, as far as
was possible, an amalgamation of English and Tamil ideas.
Except in a few cases, which are noted, they are not
translations of any existing English poems. The present
writer feels a great interest in this vigorous attempt made
by the able Tamil poet (who is already known by his
remarkable Dramatic compositions) to initiate a new depar-
ture in Tamil poetry.

Doubtless, there are many of our worthy and learned
friends who will say, that novelties are quite inadmissible
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in Tamil literature, since the great Tamil Grammars have
long ago stereotyped the laws of composition, and defined
for all time the subjects, methods and style of Tamil
literature! But, when we come to reflect upon the matter,
and consider it in the light of universal history, and the
laws.of human development, and especially in connection
with the necessary spread and powerful influence of English
literature, - it does seem that even the Tamil Sarasvati,
fast tied and bound though she be, may yet add something
new, and distinctive of the present era, to the invaluable
treasures she already possesses. We have no fear of being
suspected of undervaluing or desiring to supersede anything
in the immense mass of what may be called the Tamil
Classics. It may be permitted even to say that we have
done our best, by the publication, in Oxford, of critical
editions with translations, of the Nannul, Kurral, Naladiyar
and Tiruvacagam, to introduce these classics into the
sphere of the world's literature. There is no nook or corner
of the Tamil poetical field where we have not striven, with
more or less success, to plant our feet. It is no affectation
to say that we love the Tamil language, the Tamil poetry
and the Tamil people.

it is for this very reason that, comparing the effect
of the English literature, and especially of English poetry
upon people of every class and of every age, we do venture
to think that Tamil fails very greatly, and unnecessarily,
in its most ligitimate and sacred function. It is adored by
a very select few: has it entered, is it entering, can it enter.
into the minds, hearts, and lives of the great mass of the
men, women, and children of the Tamil lands? Many
reasons may be assigned for this comparative failure. - if
the fact of failure be conceded. Among these we venture.
very humbly as foreigners, to express our opinion that
Tamil verse, with all its incomparable ingenuity and ele-
gance, generally fails in simplicity, intelligibility and adap-
tation to the wants of the popular mind. The difficulties of
Tamil Poetry have been exaggerated by the all but
universal custom of adding commentaries, or literal expla-
nations (too often quite necessary) to each stanza. [t has
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come to be a matter of course that the verse is hardly, if
at all, intelligible without its traditional interpretation. Con-
sider in this light the rea!ly magnificent Nithi-nerriOvilakam
(B80p1 afarsaib) the latest great product of the Tamil
Muse! There are many verses, (somewhat looked down
upon, we imagine), which show what Tamil could do, if she
aroused herself and came down to speak to the masses.
Latin literature had to descend from Lucretius and Virgil and
Horace, to Apuleius, and the unknown author of the
Pervigilium Veneris, and to the great Christian poets of the
middle ages, and to the Troubadours; before Dante, - who
is really a Latin poet, and has revolutionized the Eurcpean
world, - was possible. Whether simplicity of diction, lim-
itation of Sandhi, separation of words, a free system of
rhythm, and a general adaptation of thought, are possible
to the Tamil poets of the future, is not for us to say. Take
the following very simple English lines:

"l have found out a gift for my fair,
| have found where the wood-pigeons breed:;
But let me rather forbear
For she'll say twas a barbarous, deed;
For he ne'er could be true, she averr'd
Who would rob a poor bird of its young;
And | lov'd her the more when | heard,
Such tenderness fall from her tongue.”

These lines are not high poetry, of course; but we
should like to see Tamil verse with the same ring and
general effectiveness.

But it is time to stop. The writer asks indulgence for
his versions. He never imagined himself a poet. The Tamil
verses cannot fail to be admired, while both they and the
echoes hope for a kindly and considerate criticism.

INDIAN INSTITUTE, OXFORD, G.U. POPE
11th July, 1901.
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*INTRODUCTORY NOTE ON TWO
TAMIL SONNETS

A time comes in the history of a language when there
are set before it the ways of life and death. If it cannot
burst the bands which enfold it it dies; if it can find freedom
of movement and expression it lives. It is generally agreed
that as a literary language Tamil is now at this critical stage.
The danger to its life is increased by the presence side
by side with it of that mighty rival, English. But apart from
that competition, literary Tamil in itself has the seeds of
a disease which many prove mortal unless it is checked.
Pedantry, conventionalism. artificiality and imitativeness
are among these seeds of decay. The remedy is ™ return
to natural simplicity.

"Manv can speak Tamil with power and grace, who
when they take pen in hand are the slaves of arbitrary
standards of composition." Happily there are some in whom
nature and true literary instinct and inspiration have begun
to work, forcing them to seek deliverence from narrowing
and cramping canons of art and to express themselves in
mdoern forms, in natural tones, in language "understanded
of the peopie.” This movement this magazine desires to
further. Whatever may be the future of Tamil, at present
at any rate it has everything to gain, from. attempts to create
a simpler and more living literature. These whom this
movement has caught are but pioneers and may be less
free and natural than those who will come after them, but
their efforts deserve welcome and encourage-

*Repinted from the Christian College Magzine.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE ON TWO TAMIL SONNETS

ment. We shall endeavour month by month in some way
or other to help forward the creation of more simple and
natural composition in Tamil or some other Vernacular.

This month we have pleasure in presenting two
sonnets by a writer who has drawn from Dr. Pope praise
which marks him off from all other living Tamil writers. In
the preface to his great edition of the Tiruvacagam, just
published, Dr. Pope says:

"I am afraid | cannot recall more than two recent works
which seen to me to give promise of a veritable re-descent
in modern attire of the Tamil Sarasvati.

The - distinguished author of Manonmaniyam P Sundaram
" Pillai, has - too early for us - passed into the unseen.

The little anoymous volume - a first instaiment - entitled
"Tani-pacura-togai" seems to herald the advent of a new
school to be heartily welcomed."

In a foot-note, added later, Dr. Pope says:

"The author's name is now given. The verse are by
V.G. Suryanarayana Sastriar, B.A., Head Tamil Pandit of
the Madras Christian College." - Editor.

Madras, F.W. KELLET,
1901. Editor, Madras Christian College Magaine.
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SONNETS

. GOD

MY GOD! filled with Thy glorious Majesty
Are earth and heaven! Thy loving saints declare
Thine eight-fold attributes. Beyond compare,
lord of the Universe exalted, Thee
In every creature immanent | See!
All bliss, all love, all grace, all beauty fair,
Flow forth from Thee, Fount of all virtue rare!
Thy Form, - Thy formless Self-reveal to me!
How may |, faint and frail, approach Thy feet?
How worshipping in lowly homage bow?
Beyond my struggling thought's conception Thou!
How utter Thee? How sing Thy praises meet?
O let Thy Grace reveal'd around me shine!
Draw near to take and guard me ever Thine!
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SONNETS

. WISDOM

WISDOM! sole strength of life to man below!
Though Fire consuming evil deeds that grow

Like tangled bamboo wilds! Goad that the mind
Subdues, - fierce elephant that none can bind!
Compass, that ever shows the storm-toss'd soul,
Beyond earth's joys and griefs the long'd-for goal!
Lamp, burning clear, dispelling mists that rise,
Sure light displaying to my troubled eyes.
Celestial Gem! | trust e'en on this earth.

Well to perform, my helper thou, due works of worth.
That neither fault nor flaw be found in me.
Teach me the good and evil clear to see.

Draw nigh to chasten, if from virtue's ways

| err. Reclaim thy child that, wildered strays!

NOTES

Knowledge- =i'ey. Wisdom-gprerio. Here, as gener-
ally, in the kurral, the fuller meaning is given to the word.

Compare the use in the Kurrai of seva.

The 29th of the book of Job is probably, the sublimest
account of Wiisdom to be found.

See the very ancient "Wisdom' of Solomon’, Ch. V.
12&c.
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SONNETS

lll. TRUTH

O TRUTH, with beauty and high glory crown'd,
Thou conqueror still of every stubborn foe!
Thy watchword is REALITY. We know

On the chaste lips no empty word is found.
For body's members poets gems devise,-
"The eye's fit ornament is love's soft gleam';-
TRUTH'S jewels only speaker's lips beseem:

TURTH is th'adornment heaven itself doth price!
The Holy God with this his glory crowns!

Yet men enquire, if for utility
To others, man may sacred truth deny,-

Benevolently false, tho' justice frowns.
Untruth is only ill, when right you scan,-
AND WHAT IS FALSE IS NEVER GOOD FOR MAN!
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SONNETS

IV. DIVINE LOVE ("CHARITY')

O LOVE divine! thou ever beauteous LOVE,
The fostering Mother of my inmost soul!
Thou, in whose light this universal whole

In vision clear | see, haste from above.

To thy safe guardian arms receive thy son,
Suffer him not one step to take alone.
Though plasure's tempting bait be shown.

Let naught that sorrow brings by him be done.

If kindly friends to circle round thou give,

O'er all my friendship shed thy mystic grace.
Loving and loved, thy child, O may | live,

And see in all | view thy smiling face.

Tis thine each day to guard thy nursling well,
That be in seemly worth may joyous dwell.

NOTES

Here "love' is the rare excellence described by St. Paul
(1 Cor. xiii). In ch. viii, of Tiruvalluvar it is the same.
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V. KINDLY AFFECTION

FIRST fruit of all the pleasure nature yields,
AFFECTION kindly! mystic glory bright!
Essential beam of God's eternal light,

Who over all His gracious sceptre wields;-

A healing balm grown on these earthly fields:-
Thou dost make one the scattered, tribes of man,
Diverse in garb and food and life and clan;-

The power that feebler hearts from sorrow shields.

Thou dost unite in bond of concord sweet,
The men, on earth's lone way, by chance who meet,
Kindling thy light in every human soul.

By thee anew each withered heart expands,

With flowers of hope thou fill'st men's trembling hands!
Earth's course unhindered moves ‘neath thy-control.
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V. HARMONY

O HARMONY! Thou name of pure delight!
With measur'd time and tune and dulcet sound
Thou makest merry ministrel's heart rebound:
The oil by which the lamp of life burns bright!
By every rugged, untaught human breast,
By creatures fierce, by serpents in their wiid,
Is heav'nly MUSIC's mastring charm confess't,-
All soothed and lulled by music's accents mild.
Ambrosia to the ear! Thy key-note true is Love,
"Tis HARMONY of soul,-that mystic tone,-
Which bids the sunder'd tribes of earth be one.
When shall it thrill all bosoms from above?
Then shall att strifes and savage discords cease,
And earth harmonious rest in God's own peace!
S. John xiv-27.
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VII. LEARNING

LEARNING! Thou eye of men! The sages find
Delight in thee,-the fitting food of mind.

Learners and teachers for their pleasant toils

Get over-payment in thy ample spoils.
From all the ages won,-wisdom of all mankind!
Through earth's wide realms, beyond the starry skies,
Thou dost explore with eager sporting joy

All lays of bards whose glory never dies,
Wherever thought may dwell thou findest glad employ;
And thou can'st speak of rest from earth's annoy.
Who hold thee fast, their home is everywhere;
These freedom of earth's every city share.
Why do men fail thy proffer'd boon to gain.
And darkling live their precious lives in vain?

6T. WESET FLb Fawm-LLaNGTHEE G asaw CuraTpgy)
savaflQuarpuiy.

cf. “sewrblewreny u@eu gpeTH sSraiesT sevall SR

eflesorenflencmre srpev CeurBib Gleuiiweusst srssrgputd Gurr.”
(seorrwenf! - wEHperene. 30)
yowaligs Gewal-yeaisgéd 6l e wmd @l ualer;
Fevaflullenerr wGoTL. TS & UGTTLI LI T Ljevweu T eSler SUGDLL
waer eraflgyomib. weargBer Qewalw 2 ewre)-waILd @dﬂg
aeripg G flgsn@Gl CurmpsSu 2 Gmray. uuﬂpw uy@gw
wearallw-GlureprHw. QO PD G- Lmr@uggpg ‘& (HLO LY
BTSN GE D55 CauemTRoT? 6Tairayd Lip Qo Wehr G
s aimwwrs plarmg. safly Guiatub-gliupp GupTeaTksLbd.
safll Gulletuw s Qurer aad i (s.

s wi gws WHH-Cwers garanw arips o3@. s
aNggi-ps5s G alsg; aI6 CusPGs$ saal WsH ST
TR LILY .

cf. “essiug So; Hifigmamn Sibgrer

CliomfisHimsdlon (pLLmi urssrEo- CuorfisApsHe

('}"—‘—-@g’,@ BOGerar o Cur®eseTihg!
s Lmiss ef0 Cumib.

uni-gleve)ewsid. aurar-all@ray sy, ulay-yary,
Gual-CQuTBrS). -



safluunerg Csrens

9. mIW

euriieur snnenld GCowrprm @rellisrar!

Gueel Qreflgnmin CummE®S FlewrtaieD.

‘Al Fwur wiGeurw; 2 milesfl (pepsugin;

QurenpQur® evyuenu’ Guesr pleymit Sisrer!
®. syl mdBlwed! smeome wrlflulrm!

Siflw smsQFTed) wrse) P SMID

Beirener QueriAymeo; Qurerenievs &leor Hmd

yevai smsHer Cursai &eGT.

&sEBD QUITEsCwsT aurpEr CoaurCr.

80. Bupemsulsit LG afteamers sHH
Bevser Caurieuen, srggiemenr QuieflGlwssmuwimesr!
flenesajeur Lrneir Crihg sl Hif
Siemensgiwer ur Holwesr mrlGeusr.

Sidsr Guuwitwer wefllauues eflenmCuit

sGsGallp  salliou-sGss eaarpu @)L 58
saflifears s@emi. sapliamu pmy 2 a@y-Dm 27
2 leu eTal WIYS; sau@aull Cursgw Gwmfsamert
usieaml. sg6waer-Seluarp; alwgeyd GOlLL. ®&L
By g Ceri-2 mBwnsts Y gseun; WwWE®S®WS o IupHBw
S15E S Pl Fwid 2 WgHemgy UTewg. st 1919856 -Lmenha
Glgewd. 61&@)b BeTarTCL eT&O D FevayGy:

cf. “wrgren mrLmor enrror GlevssrGlesr T, auetT

FTHSIHERTLHI SH6060NS eurmy).”’
(DmsGmer 397)

SFQYLD - Y BIBIGTLOTEOYD. eTar Q& mey -a7Garm. oarsid
@ -Gvrgmar e me. BTGT-QUTLD FTGT. 2 GULILI-
vweflarBls sifw. ussTaug auleow B 8.

“urpg urfleis elfihs eursfley

Ouenryene Weraaib LeTiqems Curdw

ureteor mredlend Lfeysir Guwed,’

STOTD LML LD wp O BT c0ed LopsaTarg).
3. BI6V-2 auweurg Guwi. “LEpdlgem Cleredeont
Lggiel eSlemPINGE. ... BI6WT (LPiqu| rmy)."’



SONNETS

Vilil. BOOKS

My silent teachers ye! - nor sound, nor speech.-
Your thoughts | read,-albeit yourseives are dumb:
"We know in part, the perfect is to come,

In humble patience toil:-"Tis thus ye preach.

How infinite your range! beyond the reach
‘Of angel's wing your poets' flight; sublime
Your science-lore; rare stories of ail time;

While, how to live, and how to die ye teach!

Not you alone,-from men and things man leamns,-
Mighly my masters, but my powers how weak,
Around me nature's myriad voices speak,-

And mystic reign of love my soul discerns;

While memory gathers flowers that fadeless blow.
Grant me, O God, in all Thy truth to know!
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SONNETS

IX. THE MASTER

TEACHER of truths divine, who dost restrain
Men from transgressions insolent and vain!

| own thee God in human form display'd,

Lord of the word of grace, by whose sure aid,

| all delusions shun, and tread truth's way.

Rare Helper of my soul, Who shedd'st a lucid ray,
Planting in darken'd chamber of my soul

Thy glowing lamp; While gloomy shadows roll
Away. Thee Day-spring from on high | see,
Before Whose face the mists of folly flee.

Thou Hill of purity, rising o'er earth!

Pure Gem! | cannot utter all Thy worth.

Why haste we not the only bark to gain

That bears men over wisdom’'s boundless main?
Thus sweet flowers bloom, and yet the carrion-fly
Shun these,-on ordure lights. Ah, tell me why!

St. John xiii. 13-17.
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SONNETS

X. THE DISCIPLE

Like only SON, the father's help and joy;

To toil in learning's fields is his employ;-

As BRIDE delights to know the bridegroom near,
So is he glad his teacher's voice to hear:-

As faithful SHADOW dogs the traveller's feet,
He still attends to render service meet;-

As SAINT adores the Majesty Divine.

His grateful heart is the Preceptor's shrine;-
His soul drinks in his teacher's every word,-
As fruitful FIELD the rain kind heavens afford;-
As tribute loyal SUBJECTS pay their kings,

To tutor's feet due gifts of gold he brings.
This is the image of DISCIPLE shown,

By those to whom the ftruth itself is known.

St. John. xv. 8.
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SONNETS

Xl. MIND

Hail, Reason’'s gift, glory of human-kind!
The senses five thy coursers, thro' the span
Of all the worlds, before this earth began
Thou rushest,-thy swift chariot none can bind,-
Exploring wonders new. Nor, do we find
When every open'd realm we closely scan,
Aught here more excellently great than man,;
And naught in man more great than reasoning MIND.
Thus have the sages utter'd forth thy praise!
No aimless motion thine,- with lightening speed,
Thou hastest, readiest help in hour of need.
How can | sing of all thy hidden ways?
< Swiftness and magic might to thee belong,
J,fBeyond the reach of my poor feeble song!
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SONNETS

Xll. THE BODY

The goodly GLEBE where fruits of grace are grown:
A GRANARY where clear-soul'd sages blest
Store fruits of wisdom by experience known;
The BOW whose arrow pierces folly's breast;

Of soul's bright image faithful OUTLINE shown.-
All-these the BODY is, in purity possess'd.
GEM of all goodly grace! Daily by me
On "household virtues' whetstone shalt thou be

Sharpen'd and cleans'd. But some, "Ascetic llife'
Would vaunt, with nature's kindly laws at strife.
Alas! How far they stray who idly deem

This precious earthly frame mere jester's theme.

Shall [ thus madly spurn and waste my hours,
Nor use in works of Grace thy heaven-given powers?
See Kurral, Chapter viii.
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SONNETS

Xll. MAN

WHEN all that live and labour here we scan,
Through nature's realms the first in worth is MAN!
In car by watery-vapour drawn he glides;

O'er every realm of earth a conqueror rides,

The ocean paths his mighty ships transcend,
While the same viewless vapours impulse lend;
Fierce fire and earth and water own his sway;
Swift lightning-fires his messages convey;

The ether bears him thro’ its trackless ways:
Thus every element his rule obeys.

Yet, MAN, thou hast one victory still to gain,

And mastery o'er thy struggling Seif obtain!
"UNLESS HIMSELF ABOVE HIMSELF HE CAN
UPLIFT HIMSELF, -HOW POOR A THING IS MAN!"
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SONNETS

XiIV. WOMANHOOD

OF all the aids to virtue God has given
Resplendent most and bright beyond compare,
Art thou, O WOMAN, with thine aspect fair;
Soothing man's troubled soul, a breath of heaven!
WOMAN! in whom all love and beauty shine;

A radiance flashing from celestial fire;

Affection's tender bud-like smile is thine.

Kindling the holy flame of chaste desire.

To those who cherish thee in nuptial love,

Thou art pure angel from the realms above.

But some enslave thee, chide with cruel voicel
Worthless themselves, they deem thee worthless king,
O happy who with mutual heart rejoice!

Your blessedness, ye wedded souls, | sing.
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SONNETS

XV. BEAUTY (TRUE LOVELINESS)

They rave of BEAUTY who taste not its grace,
See its sole glory in the skin's bright hue,
Or find it only in the forms we view,

As in fair flower, or maiden's lovely face.

Goodness is BEAUTY some declare; some place
its dwelling, where each aspect new
Is nicely fitted to its office due;

In many a common form men BEAUTY trace.

And manifold, its varying charms | deem
In winsome spell that steals the heart,

Where sweetness tempers goodness, there | seem,
To find the power that BEAUTY can impart.
BEAUTY from virtue may not sunder'd be:

Whate'er is evil, that is FOUL to me!
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SONNETS

XVI. WEDLOCK

Fountain of gladness, foe of griefs annoy,
The very soul of pleasant household joy.
By thee do plighted lovers join their hands,

In blameless love, in sacred unity;

And darling offspring, love's sweet pledges, see.
WEDLOCK, thou guardian biest of all the lands!
THou art the warder of the guarded way,

Nor sufferest misguided mortals stray.

What sober joy dost thou auspicious bring

While merry maids and minstrels carols sing!

| deem thee messenger sent down from heaven.

With reverent soul | hail thy mystery,

Rejoicing that to men such bliss is given.
Why do the foolish shun thy genial tie?

See Kurral, Chapter V.
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SONNETS

XVIi. THE HUSBAND

TRUE HUSBAND home with one choice bride must share,
The tree round which the vine, the house-wife, clings;
That honour, praise and happy increase brings,

Doth fruit of gold and gems, inseason bear.

HE guards his spouse as heaven-sent treasure rare,
Nor ranks his partner dear with meaner things,

But help-meet lov'd, from whom rich blessing springs;

Thus tends her ever with kind, courteous care.

Yes! HUSBAND call this man of gentle soul;
Not him who crushes her "neath stern control!
Such miss of wedded life the special grace,

No sunlight in their home of smiling face.

How can she call him, "apple of my eye'

| deem the graceless fellow merely, "stye.

* This is a Tamil pun: Punnavan for Kannavan
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SONNETS
XViIl. HOUSEWIFE

To wedded lord observance due she pays;

With words of comfort soothes in sadness drear;

Singing in sweetest tones she hovers near,
Each day, with wifely sweet harmonious grace.

His voice her joy, His joy her accents sweet;
His failing energies she rouses, feeds
With dainty care, supplying all his needs;

Pilot of bark of household virtue meet.

Like fragrant jasmine twining round the place;

Lamp over burning, flawless jewel bright;

She scatters gloomy griefs, sheds gladsome light,
The sweet-soul'd lady, given by God's own grace;
To HOUSEWIFE, holiest help this earth supplies,
Converting earthly home to Paradise.

See Kurral, Chapter. vi.
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SONNETS

XIX. WOMANLY EXCELLENCE

You ask what WIFELY EXCELLENCE may be:
"Tis not mere ignorant simplicity,

That dares not cross the threshold of the home.
Nor marks when they own feet unguarded roam!
"Tis not as voiceless animal to dwell,

And toiling serve thy meanest pleasures well!
She is not thine to spend unhonour'd days,

But share thy labours, and enjoy thy praise!
The sacred fire was witness of your vow!
Before her virtue must thou reverent bow.

Her wiliing feet in swift obedience move,

Nor e'en in dreams she seeks for other love.
This is her function high, beyond thy thought.
Thus have the bards, fulfiled of wisdom, taught.
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SONNETS

XX. DOMESTIC LIFE

O WONDROUS virtue of pure HOUSEHOLD LIFE!

Where homely charities the soul expand,

Where goodness grows, where all affections bland.
Their shadows throw, where buds and flow rets rife.
Of tender grace, bloom far from envious strife.

This tree of life sheds fragrance o'er the land,

Love is its germ its ripe fruit fills the hand
Of children dear, and joyous man and wife,

To me, tis chariot where in life's fierece war,

Contending with affliction's thronging host,

| ride a victor over every foe!

Come mount with me this high triumphal Car!
Cease our morose ascetic rule to boast.
Thus only may ye life's true secret know!

See Kural, Chapter. viii.
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SONNETS

XXI. LABOUR

Before his master, long enduring earth,

Man bows, and bends to honourable toil!
But some, of manly effort would the worth

Deny, and work of hard earn'd crown depoil.
Discordant are their voices, Yet | grant!

That only worthy labour should be done;

Not evil deeds, whate'er the profit won,
No! not'neath urgent stress of craving want!
Yet, what each honest man delights to do,

Theo' idle scoffers jeering stand around,
if with heroic soul he carry through,

He shall with strength and wealth and praise be crown'd!
Thro' all the lands that boast the Tamil name.

See Kurral, Chapters ciii., civ.
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SONNETS

XXIl. THE EARTH

O Earth: for.aye thou dost endure;
Though senseless men thy sacred name misuse,
And moralists morose thy gifts refuse,

Of naught but their own visions vain secure.

To those who delve thou greatest footing sure,
Like souls that bear, though men their love abuse;
Nay, thou dost yield for these thy gifts profuse,

Thy golden harvests and thy waters pure.
The sun thou circlest in thine annual round;

Revolving, bringest change of day and night.
Thou stable earth! thy seasonable might

Thy majesty and greatness know no bound,

Sustain and gladden every varied clime;

How shall | sing thine energies sublime?
See Kurral, 151
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SONNBTS

XXill. THE SEA

Hail to thee, OCEAN hail! unfailing source
Of priceless boons to all the kingdoms wide!
Thou wearest myriad forms diversified.
Great ships men launch, thou speed'st them on their course.
Mother of good to men beyond compare,
By thee built up, though dost protect, the earth.
The wind thy lover is, thou didst give birth
To thy first-born, the tender cloudlet rare.
The lofty greatness, and they gracious care,
Thine energies, unwearied purity;
Thou "ever-sounding and mysterioius' seal!
All these, how can my feeble verse declare?
Giver of pleasure to the toiling band,
And life renew'd to all the teeming land!
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SONNETS

XXIV. THE SUN

O SUN! o'er every land, thro' all the days,

Thy morning beam awakens gentle mirth,

Like the Creator's smile upon His darling earth.
Fierce are thy noontide fervours but men praise
At morn and dewy eye thy tender rays

If thou wert not, king of thy circling host,

Eye of the world! to men below no boast
Of virtuous deed, no gain in all their ways!

In solitary reign of ancient night

Heaven must grow dry, earth barren lie;

Wisdom were dead; all honour fled;

Life must languish, die out in anguish!

A master thou! each morn at thy behest,

Thy sons go forth, till evening brings them rest.

How fitly praise we then thy sov'ran light?

Thou kindly Lord of all the earth! Heaven's jewel bright.
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SONNETS

XXV. THE MOON

O Silver lily on the heaven's blue lake,

What gentle raptures thy cool beams awake!

The children clap their hands at sight of thee,
And shout aloud thy name with infant glee.-

The thoughtless call thee changeful moon, in blame,
But waxing, waning though art still the same.
Thou art the Mistress of the ocean-tide.

To greet thee the pale lotus opens wide.

The happy lover hails thee Queen benign,

But severed ones thy torturing power malign.
Thou borrowest from the sun thy all of light,

And pay'st, mild radiance shedding o'er, the night.
Who like thyself with ever grateful heart,

Each gift received to all around impart?
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SONNETS

XXVI. THE STARS

Ye STARS of heaven! a cluster'd army bright.
Like generous men who aid in sorrow sore,
When setting sun and moon are seen no more.
Unwearied do you shed your twinkling light!

Ye chase the gathering gloom from mortal sight.
I deem you faultless gems that glisten o'er

The carpet spread on yonder azure floor,
Beneath the footstool of the queen of night.

Or are you glimmerings of the Silver hill,

That rents in heaven's blue veil with lustre fill?
Or other worlds that roll in endless space?

Or are ye, haply, dew-drops shed on high,

As poets feign, gleaning in mystic grace,

On lotus-leaves unfolded in the azure sky?
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SONNETS

XXVIl. MOUNTAINS

Ye tow'ring MOUNTAIN HEIGHTS, the rugged home
Of varied life, how do your treasures bless,

The thirsty lands! August and measureless,

How rises o'er the plain your steadiast dome, While sturdy
Hill-men through your forests roam.

And when fierce summer-heats the lands oppress,
To your cool mansions in their dire distress

From many a lowland spot they panting come.

The boundaries fixed by Nature's power ye stand,
The traveller gazes on your peaks sublime;

A hardy few their icy summits climb;

While divers peoples dwell on either hand.

Bards hail you monarchs of the realms below;

I greet you mothers of the streams that flow!
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SONNETS

XXVIll. THE RIVER

RIVER! Whose waters sweet through meadows glide,
With luiling murmur ail the living day!

From cloud-capt heights, thy cradle, winds thy way,
Thro' upland vales, by many a mountain side.

| see thee, crowned with flowers the forests pride:-
Sweet-scented woods, and gems of purest ray,
And ivory, tossing in thy wanton play;

Toward ocean hasting, blessings scattering wide!
And now thy gifts each opening channel fill,
Where labouring hands thy stream imprisoned hold.
No longer wandering at thine own sweet will,

To every hamlet are thy waters gold;

Though mean enslave thee, thou art loving still
Enriching these with biessings manifoid.
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SONNETS

XXIX. WIND

O WIND! careering now thro' open sky;

O Wind! now guarding close thy tranquil state—
As KING that bides his time, and sits sedate,-

Thy mighty wings in peace enfolded lie!

A breath thou com'st, a breath thou passest by
From balmy south, whiie perfumes round thee wait.
Anon thy whisper makes men's hearts elate,

A gentle fan that soothes each sleeper's eye.

But should infectious airs that threaten death
From foul malarious marsh malignant steal

To brood o'er homes of men with noisome breath,
Thy whitling blasts rush forth the plague to heal,

So should he be earth's realms who governeth,

Mighty yet mild, guardian of subjects’ weal.
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SONNETS

XXX. THE CLOUD

O CLOUD! O dark-hued CLOUD! vast ocean's child!
Thou dost refresh, and to each living thing
New stores of growing gladness ever bring,
Brooding o'er earth as in compassion mild.
Of all earth's charities source undefil'd,
And of its garner'd wealth thou art the spring;
The medicine to heal dire famine's sting!
How shall thy gifts be imaged forth, how styled?
Refreshing waters? Tears in pity shed?
Rich cane's distillment? Milk from highest heaven?
Clear drops of gods' own living nectar given?
Of thy pure love such words | oft have said.
Through ali my days, this is my grateful meed.
Thou art my PATTERN: thus | note thy deed.
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SONNETS

XXXI. MORNING

What vision this! Is it the DAWN's soft hour?
Now the World-queen her spouse, the sun-espies
And looks forth blushing from the eastern skies,
Waking her choirs in every leafy bower.
Her opening lids distii a dewy shower,-
O not in grief! In glad gold garb she flies,
And fills all heaven with dulcet harmonies.
While earth to heaven is changed by magic power.
Is't glimpse of paradise to mortals shown?
Or doth Creation's Lord in love unfoid,
Drawn with a pencil dipt in liquid gold?
A picture rare of happier worlds unknown?
These glories all, are they the World-queen's dower,
Or twilight of th' eternal morning-hour?
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SONNETS

XXXIl. NIGHT

The sun is gone. The moon her tranqui! light
Sheds o'er world all steept in peace profound.
The ‘stars are twinkling. Shadows brood around.
In every homestead gleams the taper bright.
The lotus-flower is folded, but the lily white
And jasmine ope their leaves with fragrance crown'd.
List to the merry dancers' sprightly sound.
The owls, and birds of gloom come forth. From sight
Withdrawn, day's warblers seek their rest.
The child of toil in sleep his strength repairs.
The sons of earth awhile forget their cares.
Fierce joy, alas! now fills the robber's breast.
Hail NIGHT! Emblem of endless rest, all hail!
For ever thus o'er earth draw thy dark veil!
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SONNETS

XXXIll. SLEEP

O SLEEP! Thou solace sweet of human-kind!
Fairy that on men's eyelids dancest light!
Mother of wondrous mystic visions bright!

Choice balm to soothe the labouring mind!

Life's wasted energies thou dost repair.
Ambrosia poured o'er earthborn eyes alone,
To dwellers in the radiant heavens unknown

Fountain of joy and banisher of care!

Unvisited by thee, prey to all woes,

They scoff, who taste not rapture of repose.
To sloth, O heavenly guest, thou art not kin,
Thy gifts to abuse is sluggard's deadly sin!
Be mine the will each day its task to do,
And nightly in thine arms my powers renew!

English poets have vied with one another in praise of sleep, but
Shakespeare's lines ever first recur: "Tired nature's sweet restored balmy

sleep!’
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SONNETS

XXXIV. THE GROVE

O ieafy GLADE, with fragrant verdure spread! the lake,
Where lotus blooms, thy comrade doth appear.
Soft cloudlets crown thee. Gentle hillocks near

Bear perfum'd bowers, where weary mortals take

Repose in shady grove, and Lowe doth make
His home. Bright peafowl vaunt their plumage here,
When vyouthful fovers tread thy precincts dear,
Swifter than thought what soft emotions wake!

Thou art an earthly paradise ailow'd,

To those who pensive shun the "madding crowd'!

How tranquil here glide by the happy hours!

It is not solitude to wander lone
Within the chequered shade, and cull thy flowers;
Tis rapture only to thy votaries known.
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XXXV. FLOWERS

O FLOWER. fair FLOWER, whose tender leaves expand!
My heart expands too, holy thoughts arise:
Fancies impure fade from my gazing eyes.

Breather of fragrance o'er this Tamil land,

No griefs thy voiceless pleading can withstand:
“Who clothed me thus my every want supplies,
And naught of gladness to my life denies."-

My soul upsprings touched by enchanter's wand!

Sweet daughter of the earth, fair mistress mine!
| deem thou woo'st me with thy gentle smile,
Thou draw'st my lips to thee with subtle wile.

Ah yes! | joy in thee; my heart is thine.

All softest. tenderest thoughts with thee are born;

Nor do thou. gentle flower, thy lover scorn!
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XXXVI. BIRDS

Bright BIRD, on pinion soft upborne! 1 know
Thy beauteous form and colours manifold.
But thought thou thinkest is to me untold,

Thou art all joy, and joy of all below!

Thou fittest everywhere at thy sweet will
Rajoicest ever, with the tuneful voice
Of thy sweet music biddest all rejoice.

Dost evermore thy every wish fulfil
Alas! unmindful of thy precious worth,
Men pitiless delight to give thee pain,
With cunning wile the aery flight restrain.

Their swift-winged arrows bring thee to the earth!

And some thy flesh devour with savage joy:

Surely avenging fate must these destroy!
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XXXVII. LUST

O LUST, thou scorching flame, whose smoky cloud

The soul in blinding shadows doth enfold!

Of earthborn fond desire thou mother old!
Thy filthy veil doth truth's pure light enshroud.
A demon foul the capitve soul to bind;

A tyrant-power enslaving human mind;

Fierce robber that besets the traveller's way,-
By thee beguiled do men bewilder'd stray,
Despoil'd of all their treasur'd precious things!
Led by thy treacherous hand what lines of kings
Have grace forgone! Full many a maiden’s face,
Hast thou besmirch'd with loathy dire disgrace.
Low hast thou laid e'en ,men of high degree.
Thou pest! 'tis foulness but to think of thee!

afflw L1y -afl gflumed WL LY. Qar@ aflped
Cppl-afpmal Guraih uvwefldars Qsmgw efuie. ped
2 Grargg 2 mQummeT-paTew CUTGESW WTSHe 2 6rer
Qurmwersemar. Qumearberar-allagajs GDIUL.

Ul @-gysul®. Bloui-ogEr. aggamentw G-
erareuenGeur QUi FRTG JPLD HDHSTT-BO® FHLOS®SSH
wEalll L ari. FRISOSWT-LoTSAser. eTenarGumi-ereieuarGem
Quuwi. merw erwiFerr-ufluamL pseari. @rar wpeflasgr
-@grarsmsyami_w  (WaflflGray rsear. Guwe  gloew
Garfleri-swifoew supll QU@  GoOpEsT.
CauGpar-@Qefl CaupryamgliuBung? 84 GanCGer-Gu@aaGio.
Blovar ploamssaud Sg-eadrmart upplé FEHIsb
Bmwews swd. Flaassyid $84 aarGeu, CGusewmeay Gumn

Qarerarevrah 2 TL MGLd Gaoin Yarallev eTeTLSTUIND M.

(4-6): ‘&l Qewmefleww wpGeu wapEGLd, r&er
uL Gl urss saerlenes) iy wrlig@ Qumeeurs
CuGu! eraTug) (Lpgm UYL um_tb. ‘afl pQleary)’ eraTUs D G,

‘o)’ ereTUGIh LTLLD.



sefluuners Cgremns

w19y euegaller waefli

QLI LG UTL_QIEh FTeTd!

Benefienss @ulcarear! LsTaT(HE &eneveueli!
mibeuemeolt ulGLrr femwSLlsuwel QsTur
BmBESWsS Carrtlers; fims e BGerr

®. aurunium seobleeord eurwssl CluHB!
aeTOlsT waudHempL LeoeSlen ui@saleradi ?
g efleveoms Carull efeveneublamed?

Bemrerp wenllCwey Blupens BeogsHn!
Sizblerefl wopmdl whle CeveuCesn?

&0. efphs waefllisrer! alenralefl Qevpusesr;
ShHr HerGa wnlejmss upmSesr.
BYsgrt yswer Cummnié Qerereredi.
Beryeir Cuall uleveps
Seflg aurflw! erens BCr!

UM TQY-LD6RILD; Qv -@ebevrs; waeli-rsi. eTarGel
uUPOTITHW Salldsuady 2 aTTES PN, FTTHT -2 L)
QuppaisGar. Qaraflames Gule-@aflu @esur@s @uied
Cunearparr. @wsurTRHeTH GWlevenarui  GTEI DG
LI G3T G¥T (%5 /51 S @0 6V ) 68 1T - LI 68T g0)l S 1) & A w ) & @ QU il @ LD
eveveuisGar. LIg®SUT Yl LWESHE CaleTiyll L6
Fosallgyd e prTdlGLug Quay. pHsTEsS S,
LTS @FWISGT $L0&GHamamiid spGL Sameuser ymiLssl
BTG ST LGP BIGVFGT FnmiLh.

cf. “wripps eors aupiug Qg mETeT

Cofler waallis Hwupaauiss Qpessrsmfls
SMOUD aGSS Tins Csareal.”

(Qu@EiIs®s. &.mwm: &-FT.)
“asameaueint GBEhED aroGow Curstmb.”

(Fous Fpsmwen-2107)

“uewramim Sleperuid LlSs Serbler
ClevsworGlswressr &emeoGur AmOum eSup.

(PoLiuPsagn. ss. 166-167)



SONNETS

XXXVIIl. WANTONS

In dancing and singing and beauty ye shine
Like nightingale’'s your voices sweetly sounding,
In every winsome art and wile abounding;
Till silly men enchanted deem you half divine!
Ponder, | pray, one little word of mine:
| own the charms your dazzling forms surround;
Why are they lavished where no grace is found'
Is there for you no holy household shrine!
Nature adorns you,-virtue's brigter gem,
Why is its radiance lost in lives impure!
Ye fallen rise! Grasp wisdom's kindly hand!
The base many flatter, hearken not ot them.
Come forth! A homely happy place secure,
In love unfeigned | bid you, sister-band!
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XXXIX. WRATH

O WRATH;-fierce WRATH! thou devastating _flame.
Afflicting souls that all things else can tame,
Thou swordfish piercing virtue's goodly bark!
Snake lurking in the body's ant-hill dark!

Wild beast that rushing sudden from its lair,

Of wisest souls lays waste the pastures fair!
Demon that haunts e'en saints who seek heaven's joys!
Poison that where it enters all destroys!

"From evil flee thou far,” is ancient saw,

In thy case, WRATH, | take it for my law.

My sould from every angry -thought I'd free.
"Passion's a madness brief,’ and leads astray,
From path of good through every evil way.
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SONNETS

XL. MENTAL CONFUSION

Gloom of bewilder'd mind! The vision clear
Shrouding from mortal sight, veiling the gate
Whence issues glad the soul emancipate;

Obscuring holiest eyes with darkness drear,

Though taught by lessons of th' enlightend seer.
In the heart's murky den like blinded owl,
Thou lurkest aye, breathing contagion foul,

And fill'st ev'n sages' hearts devout with fear.

Like magic mirror changing all we view,

Thou show'st the true as false, the false as true.

[ dash thee down,-the crystal pure be mine!

Why should delusion be where truth doth shine?

In vain thou striv'st the light of life to hide;

| claim my soul's immortal heavenly bride.
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SONNETS

XLIl. TIRUVALLUVAR

Sage VALLUVAR, priest of thy lowly clan,
No tongue repeats, no speech reveals thy name;
Yet, all things changing, dieth not thy fame,
For thou art bard of universal man;
And still thy "book' above the waters wan,
Virtue, true wealth, and joy, and being's aim,
In sweetest mystic couplets doth proclaim,
Where winds sea-wafted palmy forests fan
Haply undreamed-of "visions' glad thine eyes
In realms beyond thy fabled ' seven-fold birth,
And clouds of darkness from thy spirit roll,
While lands far off have heard with strange surprise
Faint echoes of thy song. Through all the earth
Men hail thee brother, seer of spotless soul.
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SONNETS

XLIl. ON WAR

IN days of yore, men, not very wise, hard-hearted and
unpitying, impelled by Earth-hunger, lust and greed and
love of fame heaped up their slain in unavailing fields! In
those crude times, virtue was misknown and violent wars
spelt rough justice. Why even now, dear sirs, when love and
justice, and grace abound, is vain War waged? May
tenderness to life be deemed nobler than War! May Peace
fill all the quarters of this sounding-sea-surrounded Earth!
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SONNETS

XLIl. TO THE ANT

O Ant, so small and shapely, in unresting swarms for
ever roving, timely you stock your store and live your life
in peace and joy! Of your greatness few are aware and
few like you unite for common good! Grown lazy, alas! they
perish.

When men's bodies gather dirt, you bite by way of
caution, even at risk of being killed therefor. How great
your grace, how unutterable!

You put to shame even benevolent Kings who work
for their people's good. You toil bravely Night and day!
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= Tamil to Kannada ~ 60.00

" Tamil to Telugu 60.00

Kuruntogai

Kurinci-p-pattu And Muttellayiram

Six Long Poems from Sangam Tamil
Tamil Heroic Poems

Nala Venba

Teﬁ\ple Chimes (Poems of St. Thayumanavar)
Dedication (Poems of St. Pattanathu Pillai)

Thahi -p-pasurattogai

.Ka,c_,lambari - Moolamum Vasanamum

ci‘léppatikaram.
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