














FOREWORD

SALVATION
BY

SELF SURRENDER

This work of Sri Vedanta Desika, called Nyasa-
vimsathi, is fairly well-known. It is one of the many
contributions of that great Poet Philosopher, to the
doctrine of Prapatti or Saranagathi. Itis to him
more than to any other writer, thinker, philosopher,
or teacher that we owe a logical formulation, a clear
exposition, a challenging declaration, a scientific
development and a philosophic and authoritative
demonstration of the truth and value of that doctrine.
It was by any means a new discovery by him. The
doctrine is as old as the Upanishads and is beyond
all question, based on the ultimate authority of the
Bagavat Gita. Butthough we see glimpses and flashes
of itin the poetical works of the Alwars and also in
certain other religious and philosophic composition,
no Acharya, no philosophic writer before Vedanta
Desika had the conviction or the courage to make of
it a distinct and separate religious doctrine or philo-
sophic faith.

It seems difficult to derive it from the Brahma
Sutras; but the Upanishads and the Gita speak of its
supreme value in no faultering terms. It could not
indeed chime in with the monism of Sri Sankara.
But even Sri Ramanuja has nowhere dared to formu-



vi

late it as other than an aid to or a step in the course of
Bhakti Yoga or the path of devotion. And so itcame
about that it was reserved for Sri Vedanta Desika so
to say to re-discover its supermacy and supreme value
in truth and fact to establish it as a new cult as it were.
This, he has done in his usual masterly method of reli-
ance upon authority of analyticaland logical reasoning
of meeting and answering all conceivable objections
of incontestable demonstration and uncommon appeal
to common sense. He would, then, appear to have
founded and formulated a new spiritual science.

This work, asits name indicates, isa work of a
score of verses. It is not indeed a poem; but it is well-
known how composition in verse has come tobe adopt-
ed not only in Sanskrit, but also in Tamil even trea-
tises on science, art or philosophy if only for the pur-
poses of terseness of expression and of ease in memo-
rising.

It is unfortunate that at any rate in Vedantic
thought and philosophy the expression for salvation
generally adopted and used should be an expression
of altogether negative conception such as Mukti or
Moksha which is correctly represented by the English
Word “RELEASE”

As release may be from bondage, from a prison,
from a debt or liability, the release indicated by the
word Moksha is declared to be from the endless chain
of causation called KARMA, or what amounts to the
samething from the infinite cycle of births and deaths.
It is possible that this negative aspect came to be
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emphasised because almost all philosophies and reli-
gions seem to be agreed about life on earth being re-
garded as life in a prison or bondage and essentially
evil and sinful. The converse view of evaluating
human life as great and rich in possibilities has also
found expression in a few texts. [ for my partam in-
clined to accept the view of human life on earth as
being in the nature of a divine factory where men are
in the process of being made into Gods. Life on earh
should be regarded as granted unto man not only for
the purpose .of qualifying himself for the highest
happiness in the life after death, but also for attain-
ing such happiness and bliss even in his and this life

on earth.

Whatever and however different may be the opi-
nion of persons who bestow thought on such subjects,
I hold strongly the conviction that religion alone, that
philosophy alone is the highest and the best which
promises to man the highest happiness, Brahmananda,
as it is called both here and hereafter. That is what
Anandavalli in Taittiiya Upanishad has declared.
That is what every man is striving for and should
strive and live for. Such a claim indeed can be made
only on behalf of this doctrine of salvation by self-
surrender.

Even as the English dramatists say no one has
from the beginning of time ever gone to the region of
this postmortem existence, heaven or hell and given
us a personal and authoritative report or account. It
is all still in the region of speculation of mere imagi-
nation. But according to all religions and most philo-
sophic systems we may state that from conceptions
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From the foregoing it will be clear that the
differences between the three methods are not diffe-
‘rences of doctrine but merely are relative to the capa-
city and development of the individual concerned, i
the ascending degree.

Another indication of this stage is also called for..
According to the Vishishtadvaitic Doctrine of-Sri
Vaishnavas or what isthe same thing the essence of
Sariraka sastra. Just as the body of the living man
is sustained as a living body and activated by the
human soul even so the human soul is in its turn sus-
tained and activated as if it were a body by the Soul
of that soul namely the divine. That divine within
is omniscient, omnipotent, and blissful. In this
view it follows that the more we resign ourselves unto
the divine within us the more direct and helpful be-
comes the divine guidance of us.

A true self surrender is thus calculated even
during life on earth to result in the installation of
divine wisdom, power and grace in the place of the
individual ignorance, weakness and despair. They
are called mystics who have learnt to ask for and
obtain this divine guidance. A true prapanna is
thus the greatest of mystics. As a child that throws
itself into the arms of its loving and devoted mother
safe for ever thereafter even so the individual who
has surrendered himself to the divine obtains
divine protection and guidance and becomes the
object of divine grace, both during the remaining
years of his life on earth and also in the life to come:

thereafter.
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