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3t
Sat Clat Ekam Branlu !
INTRODUCTION.

As desited hy my esteemed [riend Mrv. V. Moothoocoomara-
swamy Mudaliar, n.a., the author of the Sanarasa (frana Chandrika,
I venture to say a few words to the public—particularly to the
English reading native Public--by way of introducing his work
to them. I need hardly say that the appearance of this «mall and
good work, which “ is the precious life hlood of a master-spirit cm-
balmed and treasured up ou purpose to a bife beyond life” in the
words of the great Kpic Poet, 15 guite opportune, as it aims at the
incnleation of broad and eatholic views ab ut the leading Religions
embraced by the enlightened nations ot the Bast and the West in
consideration of the faci that no sueh v hoon s withont inacces-
sible Leights and unfathomable depths, that the cardinal virtues
of all such Religions lead then votaries sooner or later to

“That end
Beginning, mean, and end to all things—(fod.”
—(Bailiy).
And that
“ All are but parts of one stupendons whole
Whose body Natwre is, and God the sonl”
— {(Pope.)

I perused only the fivst few  forms of this work while it was
passing through the Press, and I feel perfectly sanguine that they are
good samples of the sack. The readers of this work are not unaware
of the face that tlus is not the age m which the different sects of the
satne Religion, nay different Rehyionists themselves should carp and
sneer at one another cither by publhishing pamphletsor by deli-
vering lectures, and thus wound the feelings of their fellow subjects,
in us much as all of us are the loyal subjects of a Gracions Sove-
reign whose avowed object is to govern us with aparental care and
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without distinction of caste, creed or colour, and whose expeeta-
tion is that all His Majesty’s subjects should live in amity, foster-
ing feelings of hrotherhood towards onc another. Such being
the existing state of things, I make bold to say that this work
which aims at universal love and brotherhood is, in my humble
opinion, a desideratum of the p-esent day, and that its author who
is a @Qraduate in Arts of the University of Madras of no ordinary
attainments and a splendid scholar in- Tamil of no seetarian ten-
dencies is, to say the least abont him, a true lover of the Supreme
Being and of all those wh) have a deference to that Being, be they
of whatever conntry, caste creed, or colour. T may quote the
memorable Ines of Coleridge in speaking of his character as a true
Advaithee.

*“He prayeth well, who loveth well

Both mun and bird and heast,

He prayeth bess, who Joveth bed,

All things, both great and small.”

In conclusion, to those (the linglish reading native public —I
mean) that would Jong to have a definite idea of the Samarasa
Gnana Chandrila before going through the book, T may quote the
following extracts from Jeremy Taylor and Tennyson, as they
breathe the same sentiments that pervade the work before me.

“ No man can hinder our private addresses to God; every
man can build a chapel in his breast, himsclf the priest, his heart
the sacrifice, and the earth he treads on the altar”—Jeremy Taylgr.

T take possession of man’s mind and deed,
I care not what the sects may brawl,

T #it as God behiolding no Jorm of creed
But contemolating ANl "'—Tennyson.

1. BALASUNDARAM,

Munshi, Governmnent Tamil Translato’s Office,
(Clrief Evanmer in Tamil for the Madras University
for sereral years).

M ADRAs, %
13th December 1901,
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Ekamévadityim Brahma !

PREFACE.

But one word by way of apology to the public, in the Lingua
Franca, of the modern civilized world for launching this booklet at
this most opportune moment on the troubled waters of Indian Reli-
gious controversy

Short-sighted and narrow-minded fanatics are@ even to-day crying
out at the top of their voice against all healthy and sane movements
intended to make for national unity, cathoheity, and harmony ~ Kver
and anon some of these benighted baby-souls blabber forth all sorts
of strange nonsense 1n the name of Country, God, and Religion.

Would you describe all fantastsic myths, you have af once a large
follow:ng ¥ Would you sermon on the heterogenous mass of absurd
ceremonies and customs and you surely turn a4 pretty penny
in no time . Would you lecturc «n all imaginable superstitions and
provoking customs, and you by all means lead the masses at once

by the nose

The other day, an intelligent friend of mine was relating to me
some of his expeticnces of popuiar kulekshepams, and by all means,
I spent a very pleasant half hour in is sweet soctety, He had been
once of late ushered into the sanctimonious presence of a man of
God, a Hindu nussionary forsooth, who, Lord bless s soul! spoke
most astounding things n his bearing  The sprightly audience was
n ecstacies over the man’s reverential exposthion of Godhead & ““yet
nethought” my friend remarked ‘1 was either with Satan or Satan’s
DJwn, all the while I heard the Timil oration It was one blasphemy
all through, and a hideous caricature of the Hindu religious systems.”
The pandit would have it, that his God Shiva was by no means an
advocate of monogamy ; Vishnu was always at s heels to follow
1p his brilliant example, and the lotus-born Bramha would most
sertawnly not brook being placed on a lower level than either As the
‘ather, so the son

Chandra was a noble deau ; and perchance would be no mean
snament even at a modern fashionable nautch-party. Indra the
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pauranikar went on to add was a gentleman n-tﬁ; incH. He alone of
all the gods knew.to perfection what it was t& revel in the charms of
a sweet maiden’s swimming eyes ! Leaving Indra alone for a moment,
what would become ot the whole world without a Manmatha, bodiless
as he was ? Heaven Itself would metamorphose at once into a Hell,
and the gods would change into Heaven knows what ! “ What! of a
verity” the Hindu minister of the Aryan Gospels would seem to have
observed in a breathless climax  Radha Krishna tops the list of lady
loving gods : none like the thief Krishna who would have nothing
less of his numberless lady-loves than their native simplicity denuded
of all artificial beauty and maddesty to hoot.”

Weil, that iv Rehgion reader as we otten find it obtaining in this
blessed land of blessed pandits (there are pandits and pandits); and
much worse was the state of things when the Sun of the Indian
Theistic church rose on the horizon of Bengal more than a century ago.
Many noble <6uls had relapsed into materialistic agnosticism but that
sort of opium-eating would not do tor a couple of months, would not
for a moment hold water.

It may be that it i> given to man “ to fill the heavens with com-
merce” “ to ritt the hills, foll the waters, flash the lightnings, and weigh
the Sun.” What our great-great grand-fathers spoke ot as elements,
we now know to be compounds : but what further can we say, about
them, A thousand years ago our Acharya thought of water as one of
the panchabfitas : but the modern graduate in the fulness of his wisdom
lectures on hydrogen and oxygen. But what is hydrogen? what
oxygen ? who can say ? and in the words of a departed friend of mine
there seems to be in fact in almost every one of the various branches
of human knowledge an imperial edict ¢ thus far shalt thou go and no
farther’ thundered forth in solemn majesty.

“Veil after Veil will lift but there must be
Veil upon Veil behind.”

In the beginning of the 19th Century, the school-going population
in India was terribly dissatisfied with its surroundings and Christia-
pity stepped in with the Bible.

By hundreds and thousands enlightened men for a time found theie
way to the bosom of Christ’s church. Now came in, in its train the
Bramo Samaj movement, and so long as it was conducted on perfectly

k]
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nationgl lines, people flocked to the Bhramo standard in countless
numbers. And yet neither of these churches could get at the heart of
nation. Once the novelty ceased, they ceased to be attractive to the
masses at large. But the contact of India with Christianity and
modern science proved most beneficial in a deeply national <ense
otherwise.

. The advent of the spiritual luminary Christ, and the lesser stars of
Rajah Ram Mohun Roy and Keshub Chander sen and the Theosophi-
cal Society brought in time into existence by the Makathmas of old
woke up the sleeping lion of India’s forests and the Advaita sent up its
thundering roar far into the stillness of the night reigning all around.
Paramahamsa Ramakrishna was born ; and he embodied in his own
person the virtues of both Rama and Krishna they say.

Madame Blavatsky having already united the East with the West
in a spiritual sense, and paved the way fou the deification of Science in
India aud Enrope, the upheaval did much to help young men of Bengal
to stem the tide of moral materialism that had threatened to inundate
and engulf the land with its train of refined superstitions, Sdrdda
came down on Earth in a human form in the person of 4 noble English
lady, the pride and glory of both the East and the West : the inspired
pioneer of Vedanta moved the earth from end to end and lo! the
religious situation is brightening here, there, everywhere ! The crusade
against all trash is begun in right earnest. Down, down with immora-.
lity, down, down with superstition and ignorance. Down with
hypoctisy ! Down with shopkeeping in religion !

My sectarian friends stand stupified, astounded at what they deem
to be utter blasphemy! Are the thunders of Heaven «pent already
they ask themselves. Their pucca stories are very fine rehgion for
young India to imbibe into their Blood and Being and how dare any
busy-body treat them with his supreme contempt ?

Mine is only a feeble attempt at true reform and ere long Heaven
willing, I hope to have made some impression in the circle of my own
friends and acquaintances. I am at all events pretty sure I shall not *
have appealed to posterity in vain, and that is no doubt some
consolation for a thankless enterprise. The many-headed world views
some of us go-a-head reformers as they put it, with very much suspi-
cion: they can’t conceive how their gods could get on without per-
fectly sectarian followers to plead for them as occasion arose; their
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usual paraphernalia of show and sham the chief attraction to the un-
lettered Hindu in the godhead, and above all, you dare not dissociate
your Shiva or Vishnu or their happy train from the notion of the
dancing-girl element in which it would appear all religion is happily
centred for the masses at large.

Young India, young Madras' a very fine religious situation to
be sure ! Sink all differences ; move out of narrow grooves, grow out
of youe surroundings and rise superior to in-born prejudices, and unite
in one chorus for the homage and odoration of Satchitananda the
ocean of existence, knowledge, and bliss.  This perennial font of spi-
ritual ambrosia is flowing hard by, and dive deep into it, and drink
deep of it for thy glory here and hereafter.

The Adwaita knows no race, creed or color: it reigns in the land
of it« cradle, it reigns in the land of its adoption, with science and
no-science, with good and bad philosophy, with the man and with
the brute the Adwaita reigns ~'upreme

It talks of Mahomet the Prophet as no less than the Prophet of
Allah the supreme, of Jesus the Christ, as by allmanner of means alt once
the son of Man and God, of divine Budha as the hely manifestation of God
in human flesh, of Lord Krishna as the mystery el my«teries, no human
language could delineate, no fuman tall-talk ever reach and no bhu-
man mind dare approach with levity and the supreme Shivam as That
by the understanding of which everything conceivable 1s understood,
as That which could be reached by attaining unto that Peace which
in the words of St. Paul passeth all understanding and as the Za¢ Sa¢
of the Aryan primeval revelation in and through which alone, we live
and move and have our very Being. .

. Comfortable little religions are now shaking to their very founda-
tions at the onward march of Modern Science, and the religion pqpr
excellence of Shankara the greatest metaphysician ever born stands
unshaken in all its glory and sublimity like the veritable Himalayas
of Bharata Varsha ¢ Hail! Hail! Swami Vivekananda! Hail! Haijl|
Mrs. Besant! Oh1 World ! Behold the glorious sight of Western monism
"shaking hands in all the sincerity of sincere friendship with the
Adwaita- Véada of India’s intellectual giants.

1 must express my deep sense of thankfulness to Messrs. Tanda-
lam Balasundra Mudaliyar, K. Kuppusawmy Mudaliyar, 8,4, K, §,



XX PREFACE.

Gopalachariar, and W. Mahadeva Mudaliyar, for their kind and friend-
ly services in revising the proof sheets for me. This edition has been
burried through the press at the instance of my friends and as a
matter of course | doubt not but that many a typographic error has
crept in here and there 1n my maiden work, but I sincerely hope my
enlightened friends would cordone my faults and tailings, whatever they
be, with a generosity worthy of their liberai education, a large-hearted-
ness worthy of their noble triditions, now quickened into new life and
activity, by astudy of Powitive Science, Comparauve religion apd
Transcendental Philosophy.

Om Shanti Shanti Shanti !!

VICHUR MUTUCUMARASWAMY, B 4.,
Fornt Sccrctary,
The Madras Hindu Theistic Mission.
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