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PREFACE

THr present taanslation s 1ntended chiefly for English
readers who desire to acquaint themsclves with the contents
of one of Dante’s most charactenstic works It may also
serve as a running commentary on the text for such students
of the original as need help of this kind ~ With both these
aims 1n view, the translator has endeavoured to adhere as
closely to the original as English 1diom permuts

The translator regrets that hmits of space have prcvented
him from printing the Itahan text side by side with the
Enghsh version  But the single-volume edition of Dante’s
complete works, edited by Dr E Moore for the Clarendon
Press, from which the translation 1s made, will be in the
hands of almost all Englsh-speaking students of Dante
The few changes 1n this text which the translator has ven-
tured to suggest are mentioned in the notes The notes
refer only to some of the passages in which the translation
needs special attention, but, as they embody some small
contributions to the cniticism of the text, they may be
of interest to students A short subject-index has also
been appended  No general commentary has been at-
tempted  Any one who wishes for a key to the allusions
and references contaned 1n the Convivso will do well to
provide himself with Dr Paget Toynbee’s Dante Dictionary,
which 15 1ndispensable for the,student of this and of Dante’s
other writings.

The previous versions of the Convizio which the translator
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