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SOME ASPECTS OF INDIAN MONISM.

The most admirable book extant on the metaphysics and
CplStC‘mOIOO‘) of Sankara is undoubtedly the Das syséem des Vedan-
/a of Prof. Deussen which was published at Leipzig in Germany
some twengy vears ago. Even the latest contribution to the study
of Indian philosophy from the pen of Prof. Max Miiller, whose
death we all have reason to deplore o much, cannot be said to
reach the comprehensive depth or fuluess of analysis which
characterizes Deussen’s book. Perhaps the ground covered by
“The Six Systems of Indian Philosophy ” is a little too wide or
the sort of readers to whom it is addressed is a little too mixed to
admiit of that searching treatment of Indian Monism which might
please experts- None the less, Max Miiller's enthusiasm for the
Vedanta was unbounded, and if he did not care to address experts
often on Sankara’s Philosophy on the ground proljably that they
have ready means of knowing it, he popularised it in FKurope
and America in a far larger measure than otlier orientalists. T'he
interest at present evinced by orthodox Furopean teachers of
philosophy like Royce, Schiller and othersin the Adwaita is
the outcome of the Oxford Professor’s labours for nearly half a
century.

The interpretations which the Western students of Sankara
put upon his philosophy vary between themselves, and we speak
in no disparagement of cither the philosophic grasp and subtlety
of the expounders, or the luminous quality of Sankara's style when
we say that differences in interpretation of old philosophic clas-
sics are apt to become inevitable in proportion to the amount of
nurture which individual minds may have received from a pre-
vious study of particular schools of thought. Thus, it will become
plain to us why Max Miiller has a predilection to expound San-
kara on the lines of Kant, Herbart and the Eleatics, why Deussen
conceives Indian Monism to be Schopenhauer forestalled a thou-
sand years and more. And there is no doubt that as the influence
which Sankara exerts over the thinking metaphysical minds of
the West deepens iu future more and more, sub-schools of San-
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kara will crop up among European thinkers rivalling in number
and keenness of following the present-day sections of Neo-kantians
and Neo-hegelians, Neo-Platonists and Neo-Positivists, As Max
Mtller speaks with almost a touch of prevision, if hitherto no
one would have called himself a philosopher who had not read
and studied the works of Plato and Aristotle of Descertes and
Spinoza of Locke, Hume, and Kant in the original, 7 hope that
the time will come when 1o one will claim that name who s not
acquainted at least with the two prominent systems of ancient
Indian philosphy “ the Vedanta and the Sankhya.”

In India itself, apart from the indigenous multiplication of a
aumber of Schools of Sankara’s Philosophy, numerous men train-
ed in western methods of psychology and espistemology have
been trying to understand independently the teachings ot the
great philosopher. Exotic stimulus has whetted their philosophic
appetite, and with better mental tone thus added to their native
metaphysical instinct, these men have sought to tackle Sankara.
Under this group we might bring in men like the late Pundit
M. N. Dvivedi and Divyadas Datta, the late Prof. N. Vaidyana-
than and Pramadadas Mitra, and the late Justice K. T, Telang.
Dvivedi and Divyadas would represent Sankara as a positivistic
monist in perfect harmony with the teachings of Haeckel’s “ Die
Welt-rathsel” and the Positsvisme de Savanis so ably expounded
by Mach, Pearson and Carus. To Vaidyanathan and Pramadadas
Mitra, the Apostle of Indian Monism beats Berkeley down on his
own ground, purges Kant and Hegel of all logical impurities and
detritus and is Fichte sublimated a hundred-fold. But Telang
regarded him as a militant controversialist of Huxley’s calibre
and the nestor of dialectic fensing, as an uncompromising, yet
genial, defender of Rationalism, cryingdown sham and super-
stition. We may also note in passing that there are others in India
who also profess to be equally zealous students of Sankara, but
whose admiration for him arise not from his incisive logic, much
less on account the matchless cogency of his argumentation. Their
reverence for him deepens for an emotional reason, the reason that
he is the incarnation of the Supreme and expounds the ancient
Hindu Scriptures as an inspired scholiast, The name of men of
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this following has become legion and it bids fair to become even
more so through the work of the eclectic * Theosophical Society.”
Whatever may be the value of Sankara as a kind of spiritual
Pope or a theological mentor, his real service to the cause of philo-
sopliy lies in his *‘ theory of knowledge ” and his demarcation of
the limits of suman cognition.

We may now set to examine the different indigenous schools
that bave branched off from Sankara. Indeed the variations have
become so inextricably ingrained into the later presentations of
his teaching that to-day it is a herculean task to separate the dross
from the real gold and lay our fingerupon Sankara’s original frame-
work. It is true that the original frame-work is present before
us in the extant #asiyas of the great philosopher on the Prasthana
traya and his other works of an original character. But tradition
hashad a great deal to doin fixing the meaning of these philoso-
phical treatises when the voice of the living master wasno longer
present. In short, the tendency tomanifold interpretation of old
philosophical writings is quite an ordinary phenomenon in India
and but for it, time will have long a go made short work of many
glosses which exist for the Surzrake Sutras of Badarayana. We
may pick out three as typical from amidst the divergent Sankaric
Schools, for illustrating our purpose. They are :—(1) the School ;
headed by Vidyaranya and exemplified in his work, Panchadast’;
(2) Another headed by Madhusudhana, the teachings of which are
embodied in his Advastasiddhs and the Laghuchandrika of Brah-
manda Sarasvati which is a gloss on Advaitasiddhi; (3) A third
section headed by Appayya Dikshit whichis the most degenerate
and distorted of all the recensions of Sankara’s Monism. Appaya’s
rehabilatation of Sankara will be manifest from an inspection of
his bulky gloss entitled Puerimale on Sankara’s Sariraka Bhashya.
Perhaps the most trustworthy of the interpreters of Sankara
is Sureswara, but even this statement we can make only
with some reservation, as we know Sureswara became a convert
to Saukara's cult only late in life, and there is thus the suspicion
of his colouring his master’s teachings with his earlier Mimam-
sic proclivities. All the same we should accept Sureswara as
the most trustworthy of the expounders of Indian Monism, for
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the living contact and influence of his master have enabled
him to have a more genuine grasp of Sankara’s system than
many a one that came centuries after. Even the principle of
Apostalic succession so rigourously observed in the Sringeri Va-
tican has scidom tended to preserve the purity of the teachings
of the first Pope. But making a fair allowance for the influence
of tradition and time in modifying a hoary mectaphysical system
it will not be hard for a well-informed student of Indian
Thought to discover at least in all the main points the real teach-
ingsof Sankara; although such a student will have to be equipped
with a first-hand acquaintance with the actual works of Sankara
‘in Sanskrit and to be familiar also with the usual laws of the evo-
lution of thought as obtaining in the West. It will he mere stulti-
fication on the other haud to imagine. that he can understand
Sankara or any other philosophic classic in India with the bare
qualification of being a good student of European Philosophy and
a great Sanskrit Scholar, The peculiarly enigmatic style marking
Indian philo$ophical literature requires the assistance of not only
a whole lot of scholia and glosses but also the face-to-face tradi-
tional teaching and exposition from the indigenous Pundit. We
should therefore bear in mind that it is rather difficult work to
extricate Sankara from the tangle of his Scholiasts and though
we may be certain to a high degree of probability that the earlier
interpreters voice Sankara correctly on all the main points, we
can at best only suspend our judgments about the genuiness or
otherwise of the non-essential or accidental parts bulking so
huge in the later Vedanta. Proceeding then on the method we
have laid down above, we may summarise the teachings of
Sankara on the essential positions of his Monism and proceed
eventually to point out the variations as patent in his disciples,
personal aud spiritual.

In a general way we may state that the closest corres-
pondence exists between Sankara and Fichte in their epistemo-
logy and in the modes of their regarding the Absolute Ego as
contradistinguished from the Zgo. Fichte puts down the main
thesis as ¢ suppress the Zgo and you suppress the Worid”
There are also points of harmony between the nestor of Indian



monism on the one hand aud Berkley, Leibnitz, Kant, Des-
Cartes, Schopenhater, Plato, the Eleatics and the Holenmerians
like Plotinus and Dr. Henry More, on the other. Nay, we can
Christen Sankara's system, in conformity with the require-
ments of modern philosophic labelling, as  Spiritualistic
Mondsne and perhaps may even take a step further and say that Dr.
Ward’s posytion as revealed to us in lis late Gifford lectures on
“ Naturalism, and Agnosticism " may with some trivial modifica-
tions be held to typify the Indian Monistic cult.

Sankara’s method of analysis of experience reminds one
more of the German critical method, as seen in Kant, Fichte
and Hegel, than of the speculative method of Hume and Ber-
keley. His distinction between Ego and non-Ego is most
emj >fmt1c the non-Ego including the objective universe and all
the subjective phenomena save the “Ahamkara,” the “1.” making
faculty. At a later stage of analysis ¢ Sankara brings both the
XKgo and the non-Lgo under the common term, ‘object’ and op-
posesit to the “subject,” the conscious thongh serenc agent
perceiving the entive round of phenomena, both inner and outer.
Here we may translate Sankara iu terms of Kant and render the
“ subject” into © Noumenon”-and the object hy * Phenomenon,”
though we must not forget {o remember that the Fgo which for
Kant is the Noumenal Reality is for Sankara again phenomenal
and as such not free from the causal nexus.  We might perhaps
be still more accurate by couverting Saukara’s sudject and ob-
ject into Schopenhaner’s Wille and [orstellung.  Saukara’s sub-
ject is thus beyond the dissection of the European psychologist,
since the Indian Monist excludes out of the contents of the Sub-
ject anything like perception, memorv, conception, ego, or will,
which is likely to come within the cognizance of the Western
student of Mental Science, ‘I'he question now stares us on the
face, “ What is the relation between the subject and the object 7”

1 “ What is the connexion hetween phenomena and the Self ?”

The Phenomena revealed {o us in experience are ultimately
resolvable into sensations and these sensations are merely repre-
sentations of the Reality in our field of consciousness. But, are
they correct pictures ? “ No » says Sankara. The pictures are
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‘fio doubt inevitable, because occasioned by the Reality, but they
are false being untrue representations. Why should the repre-
sentations assume a falsity ? Because of the imperfection or limi-
tation of the ego or human consciousness. The Reality is all right
but the human mirror which reflects it does so badly, and thusthe
flaw is in the mirror. In other words there islack of agreement
of the representation with the object represented. The line of
argument which Sankara pursues to make good the position that
what we are aware of is nothing more than our own sensations
or representations of the Reality, reminds us throughout of
Berkeley. :
" Weseefrom the above line of reasoning that there is a
Reality behind the Phenomenal Veil and that this Phenomenal
Veil of our construction masking the Reality consists of not only
the objective world or non-Ego but also the Ego and its various
inherent forms. The Veil is made up of Néma and Ripa,
of names and forms, or as we might say more graphically, of the
shifting kaliedoscopic phantasmagoria known as the objective
world, or the world of experience. With Spencerian synthesis
Sankara finally shows that the occasioner of the so-called Pheno-
mena both subjective and objective, and the Noumenon who looks
upon them with utter unconcern, are one and the same. They
appear to be two because the ““ necessity of thought™ termed
* Maya,” or as Kant would say, “the aprior: intuitions of
anschauung” prevent us from seeing the true unity of the sensi.
guous subject and the sensigenous object, or from differentiating
between the perceiver and the perceived on the one hand and
mere fallacious perception on the other. ‘To put the matter
tellingly, Avidya is the ssne quibus non of perception.

Now the question remains “ whose is the principle of illu-
sion ? ' The answer is * undoubtedly mine,” which means that
the misapprehension has its origin in the Ego which is, as we
know, but a part of the Phenomenal Veil. But whence is the
Phenomenal Veil itself? It originates from and is in the
reality, though lasting for a time. Gathering up the threads of
our questions and answers up to this point, we may formulate
our position by stating that the whole objective world including
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the Ego and the non-Ego is only relatively or phenomenally
real, the only absolute Reality heing the Subject or the Atman, or
if we put it in another form, thnt the object is merely the -
evttable 1dea of the Subject and nothing more,  We have to say
“inguitable’ becanse [frvdvr is inherent in sentient nature or
might be termed a general Cosmical Nescience, if for a time only,
As Sankarahimself says ¢ The entire complex of Phenomenal
existence is considered as true so long as the knowledge of
Brahman and the Self of All has not arisen, just as the phantom
of a dream are considered to be true until the slecper wakes.”
T'o prevent misunderstanding, we nnst state that +lezdya may for
all practical purposes be called Common Sense under its well-
1111(Le_r5100(1 limitations, or the Wisdom of the World.  But if all
the contents of our experience uot to mention the masterful Ego
which plays so Jarge a part i1 European philosophy should be
so relentlessly demolished and relegated to the lumber-room of
impermanent Phenomena, there is the imperious question knock-
ing everlastingly on our minds. © What is tlfe real nature of the
Residuum got at after such a laborious process of argumentative
infiltration ? ” or “ What is the 1cal nature of the Swdject and
how are'we to characterize Him ?”

The real nature of the Subject is to be plain untranslatable
into the langunage of Common Sense, into the language of Phen-
omenal fiction. Atman is above predication or attributes. Still
describe Him we must to satisfy human craving, and the only
way we can do so will be by saving that he is Sut-Chit- Ananda,
remewmbering at the same time that the language of our descrip-
tion is tainted by the nnavoidable cosmic .1dkyase and hence
cannot be absolutely correct.  Nor ousht we to make out from
the description that it is one of predication or characterization,
for, Brahman is devoid of attributes It will certainly be therefore
beside the mark to interpret the description so as to mean that
the Subject isinstinct with consciousuess, animated with thought
and radiant with joy. We should rather interpret it soas to signify
that He is consciousness, thought and jey. But it may be object-
ed whether it does not after all look like a cleverly managed
“trick of expression rather than an explanation to draw a distinc-

2
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tion between saying that ¢ Brahman /4aos consciousuess, etc.” and
Brahman 75 “ consciousness, etc.” The Advaitin says that there is
a glaring distinction between the two statements, that while the
one is phenomenal and anthropomorphic, the other is an attempt
though feeble and faltering to describe the unspeakable, nay,
the unimaginable and inexhaustible glory of the Afman. If we
don’t see the difference between the two statementsp it must be
due to our general Adhyasa. It may be difficult for us to conceive
how the Afman whose existence we made out by such a criti-
cal process of metaphysical elimination and who proved himself
to be bereft of all predicates can at the same breath be asserted
Yo be a Being possessed of all the requisites of round rationality,
aye, of quite healthy and jovial rationality. Sankarg says
the conception is hardly incomsistent, for, we caunot in the
nature of things predicate anything of Brafman, predications
having always an ummistakable phenomenal flavour, and the
lack of predicates in a Vyavaharic sense does not impair a whit
the native effulgence of His supreme Self. So far as it is possible
to speak of Paramarthic Verities in Vyavaharic language, we
may posit that Brakman is nothing if not Sat-Chit-Ananda.
The truth cannot be too often brought home to our minds that
even the above statement must have all the blemishes incidental
to the Phenomenal Avidya from which it can hardly free itself
so long as it proceeds from this world of common sense. There-
fore the misapprehension of confounding a mere assertion that
purposes if ever so badly to picture the eternal Truth with a quali-
fying predication of Apriors thinking is due to an Avidye within
the general Avidya. Sankara’s answer is really tantamount to
saying “You don’t know what you are, youare in a jolly, easy,
self-forgetful mood ! ”

The most laudable thing in a Sankarin’s eyes is consequent-
ly totry and know himself, to realise his true nature, to out-
grow the ephemeral vanities of Egoism, to burn down his Nesci-
ence, to be dead to the world and to live in his Se/f which is the
Self of all and the purest bliss.

This in the abstract is the main drift of the Vedanta when
stripped of useless metaphysical verbiage and high-sounding
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Sanskrit technicalities. I dropped them purposely.from my
treatment of the subject, because such learned adornments choke
the sense if they do not positively obscure it and hides in a
large measure the central issues by reason of meaningless and
gaugy but familiar words doing specious duty for clear thinking,
If we are sure of the bold, salient features of Sankara's Idealism,
it will be easy enough for us to understaund the Bearings and
significance of the minor details such as the relation of Jivanmukta
tothe rest of the world, the doctrine of Reincarnation and of
Karma and their share in the Vyavaharic Cycle, the connecting
point or rather the bridge between the Paroksha Samsira and
the Aparoksha Gnana and so on. In course of time after Sankara,
the idea of a Creator which was definitely discussed and rejected
by him as irrational was reintroduced into his system, his prin-
ciple of #//uston was personified as a young blooming maiden
with two leading qualities, seut out to tempt even saints, nay
was later on conceived to be the consort of an extra-cosmic god.
Others made it synonymous with the Sankhyan Prakriti or con-
verted itinto an eternal power of God. The two major cate-
gories of Sankara, /3, sufject and oyt were split into ever
so many in number on the lines of the Sanklhyan Tattvas so as
to outbeat even the proverbially plethoric Pacupata Cosmology.
The nature and mode of operation of the Adhyasa was explained
in all possible ways giving rise to Drishti-Srishti-Vada, Srishti-
Drishti-Vada, Avacchéda Vada, Bimba-Pratibimba-Vada, Ajata
or Praudhi-Vada, etc. The doctrine of the utter identity of A¢-
man and Brakman was now and then received half-heartedly and
we were asked to choose between the Satyabheda-Vada and
Bhedabhedavada. Thus we might go on multiplying instances
of innovations introduced by later adherents which vitiated San-
kara’s purer system.

The modifications introduced into Sankara’s Monism by
Vidyaranya who succeeded Sankara after many generations to
the Sringeri Diocese affected “Maya ” and “ the connecting point
between the Noumenal and Phenomenal realities.” He named

» Maya as Prakriti and differentiated that Prakriti into Maya and
" Avidya according as sattva is predominant or nof in Prakriti,
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These, viz., the Maya and the Avidya (Agnina) aspects of Prakriti
were construed alsoasits Vidshepa and avarana sakis ot its overt
and covert powers. According to him Iswara o1 the Ruler of the
Manifested Universe is a reflection of Brahman in Maya: In a
word we may say that Vidyaranya wus full of Sankhyan ideas
which heimported straightway into Sankara. This was the first
retrograde step to involve Saukara into scholasticigm and the
decadence which Vidyvaranya started hecame more and more
pronounced as generations went by till Appayya gave a crushing
death-blow to the purity of Sankara’s Monism. It was Madhu-
sudhana Sarasvati that attempted to rcdeem Sankara from the
mis-shapen and rickety form into which lie had been twisted
by Appayya. Ramakrishnadhwari was of Vidyatanya’s following
and botl, teacher and disciple combined helped to promote a
larger proselytization to Sankara's ranks than Sankara himself
did. The authors of, ¢ Vedanta-Sara,’ ‘ Vedanta-Paribhasa’ and
Swarajya-Siddhi shared evidently their views with Vidyaranya’s
“Sankhyan Advaita.” Madhusudhana’s position may be said
broadly to be the same as the “ Mimamsic Monism ” of Sureswara
Sankara’s direct disciple, though it mmnst be confessed that he
was instrumental in introducing into Sankaia’s systewm all the
dialectic artifices at word-jugglery for the first time. Madhusu-
dhana was a great Naiyay eka and was well-grounded in “Nadiya”
logical lore and the weapons of controversy which he had
acquired by his deep proficiency in Nyaya were used by him with
splendid athletic skill in wrangling wilh Anti-Sankarins. He
is a candid and fearless expounder of Advaita and rivals Sankara
in the obstinacy with which he pushes some of the subtlest issues
of Monism to their uttermost corner- He is plain enough to
state that he cannot offer any explanation of the individualization
of Brahman into innumerable Jivas or asto how the Jiva first
came under the sway of Kaima, if he is to stop short with the
Vyavahéric explanation of the Cosmos, In fact he confesses we
come to a deadlock when we enquire into the fact as to how Adj-
ydsa can be both affectjny and leaving Brahman at the same time,
as the play of the chromatophoral waves on the back of the cut-
tlefish. Such difficulties, as we will be aware, arise simply because -
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Madhusudhana missed the main teachings of Sankara and in-
volved himself in quagmire and quicksands. Hedid not know
how uncertain and weak the ground under his feet was, and in
his eagerness to master a cumbrous bul unsystematic scheme
of Advaita like that of Sureswara or Vidyaranya, even an intellect
well schooled in all the subtleties of Nyaya did not stand him
in good stead and only made confusion worse confounded. His
disciple Brahmananda was also a powerful Naiyayeka whose scho-
lia on Madhusudhana's Adwazte-Siddhi is a veritable mine of
Nyaya dialectics. Appayya’s service to Indian Monism, if service
it may be called, lay in poisoning Sankara’s philosophy with a
great deal of Yoga Agamic and Tantric twaddle and the meaning:-
less ritualism of the Pacupata sect. Appayya had neither the
me.f.:fphysical instinct of Vidyaranya nor the philosophic acumen
of Madhusudhana, He was Dby nature and culture a laborious,
cumbersome and ponderous scholiast, ever missing the correct
findings of his worthy master and misinterpreting his teachings.
The above three variants, viz., Vidyaranya, ‘Madhisudhana and
Appayya may be taken as fairly typical of the later expounders of
Advaita ; and besides these there have been numberless other ex-
ponents finding ever somany “conflicting recensious of Sankara’s
system, but space forbids nie from dwelling on them.

The peculiarity in Sankara which eutitles him to the rank
of a Metapliysician, Epistemologist and Philosoplier is traceable in
every ote of his writings. He was nota mere theologian like
Ramanuja, Madhwa or Vallabha. Better than auy oue else, he
knew the method and principles of reasoning, what constituted
logical analysis, the limited value of figurative language in ex-
plaining philosophical creeds and more than all the limits of the
human understanding in the Kantian sense. His examination
of the means of Human knowledge reminds us strongly of Fich-
lean “ Wissenschaftslehre ” and he is never weary of telling us
that Matter is Matter to us only in and through Chit (mind) or in
other words that sensations are the ultimate data of our experi-
ence. He also points to the impermanence of sensations and of
the mind on which they work their traceries and embroidery and
tells us often that the Ego again is perishable, but the metem-
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perical Atman radiant in his full glory of consciousness, thought,
and bliss is the ultimate reality transcending all the spatio-
temporal and causal Upad/zs (limitations). Be it added here
that the metemperical Atman as conceived in the Upanishads,
and as defined by Sankara is closely similar to Spinoza's
“ Substantia.”” The analogics between Sankara and Herbart,
the Holenmerians and the Eleatics are sufficiently diytinct. The
Leibnitzian Monad and the Ding an sich of Kant will also find
their parallelsin the system of Sankara. Neither in Ramanuja not
in Madhwa or other smaller theological disputants do we get, as
in Sankara any epistemological discourse or consistent argumen-
tation pointing to the relativity of Matter (Jada) and the impos-
sibility of human thought torise superior to itself, in other words,
to its phenomenal limitations. While others start with assump-
tions, like the Padarihatrittya of Ramanuja and build colossal
structures on them, Sankara begins with as Cepticisﬁ1 that will
offer lessons even to the Cartesian postulate *‘ Cogito ergo sum ”
and constructs bis metaphysics on the ultimate analysis of human
sensations. From the emperical facts of Vyavahara he rises to the
Metaphisical verities of Paramartha, till the student is made to
feel that the Phenomenon has no existence apart from the quick-
ening presence of an Epiphenomenal or Hyperphenomenal
“ World-soul.”

The practical bearings of Advaita on the ethic and social
economy of its followers are far-reaching in their consequences.
These having been discussed so thoroughly and clearly by Deus-
sen, Dwivedi and the rest, 1 shall content myself by merely refer-
ring the reader to their published writings. The popular symbolic
worship obtaining among the Hindus which has been so unre-
servedly branded with the scarcely-deserved reproach of Zdolatory
was countenanced by Sankara in the case of those who could not
seea higher Reality behind the phenomenal world, Sankara knew,
that the time would come when the eyes of such worshippers
must be opened, when the symbol must lead to the object
symbolised just as a contemplation of the Visible Cosmos which
is but the Manifested Symbol of the Reality must end in being
face to face with the Reality Itself. This aspect of the question of °
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Image—Worship has been brought out in a masterly fashion by
Divyadas Datta in his Lecture on Vedantism Symbolism was,
with Sankara, the verysait of Phenouenal existence, be it in the
region of formal thinking or in that of actual experience. For peo-
ple yould fain call Sankara’s system pessimism, aye, a kind of
rosy pessimisni, no better answer ueeds to be given by me than
calling theigattention to the well-worn remarks of Schopenhauer
and Max Miiller's Answer in his “ Theosophy.” “ Three lectures
on the Vedanta” and in his recent “ Six Systems of Indian Philo-
sophy.” But Desser’s reply is far more aggressive, but its
acridity might be accounted for by his sworn impatience of flippant
and cheap scoffing counting for nothing. I would specially jnvite
the reader’s attention in this connection to the recently published
brochure of Prof. Deussen entitled uber Das Wesen Des Idealismus
(Leipzig: March: 1902).

This preface I was led to affix to the “ Ratnamalika” of V
Muthukumaraswami Mudaliar, B.A., at his justance. I made bold
to write it, not with any pretention that I was competent to deal
with the philosophy of Adwaita more than his other learned friends
but or the good-humoured-presumption that I had aright to
pay my tribute of worship to the chosen idol of my heart. I am
not a professed student of philosophy and if any one will find
fault with me for discoursing on metaphysical questions on this
score, my only excuse will be that have I burrowed hard both in
Indian and European philosophy for some years past and that
assisted by my mother-wit and common sense I can hope to under-
stand Sankara as well as any one but a first-class trained expert.
My friend Mr. Muthuknmaraswami is an ardent follower of
Sankara and has shown 7o lack of inclination or ability to speak
for his spiritual master, 1n the following pages and my introduc-
tion will have fulfilled its purpose if it has shown in however
meagre a manner, what the leaven of Vedanta is doing in the
West, and amongst the English-educated Hindus and what a rich
intellectual harvest is being awaited both in India and elsewhere
from the new Regeneration or Rehabilitation of Sankara.

Mr. Muthukumaraswami writes in wzegorous and balmy
Tamil and is great on sociological and ethical questions that
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readily flow from a contemplation of the bearings of Sankara
on questions of practical life, and if in brushing aside miscon-
structions put upon the teachings of the Apostle of Indian Mon-
ismor in defending the positions taken up by the Advaita-Vida
my friend happens to be now and again flamboyant or caustic, it
is more than made up by the cross and sometimes arrogant igno-
rance that prevails among the majority of people regarding the
main issues raised by Sankara’s philosophy and the indirect mis-
chief wrought thereby to provoke unhealthy or ill-tempered
countroversy.

TRIPLICANE, V. V. RAMANAN,
132k May 1902.
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