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PREFACE.

SO e

ﬁt the present day, when books are multiplying without even
a shadow of satisfying the well-known Leibnitziar Principle of
Sufficient Reason for their cowing into existence, a few words of
mine by way of preface will not be out of place hete. My ob-
ject in this httle Manual of Tamil Prosody is to give a clear and
comprehensive explanation of the rules and principles of Tamil
Poetic Diction for the use of begioners in this study. The Trea-
tises on Tawil Prosody of ancient date, which are the ground works
upon which all later Tamil poetical productions are based, are in the
form of sufras, i ¢., blavk or ryhming verses. Mannals of Tamil
Prosody of 1ecent date, written in prose, are either too compondi-
ous or sadly wanting in right order and clussification. Hence, the
anthor intended, that, by paying due attention to order and classi-
fication and to clearness and simplicity of style in explanation, be
will be enabled to place in the hands of beginners in Tamil Prosody
what is usually styled by the ordinary role of book makers, a long-
felt want—a real and not imagivary long-folt waut. The points of
improvement which the author modestly claims for this little book
are among many, chiefly the following : (1) a new and intelligible
classification of the Tamil Metrical forms, (2) a simpler and more
accurate explanation of the Principles of Taul versification and (3)
an explanation of the most difficalt form of Tamil Poetic composition
aawewd which is for the first time to be found in prose in this

Little book.
With these words of preface, I leave the book to the judg-

ment of the learned and the learners, with the hope that it will meet
with indulgent treatment from my critics. I shall consider wy-
self amply repaid for what little trouble I may have taken in the
preparation of this book, if I'find that to any the least extent it
proves a useful guide in the hands of the students of Tamil Pr osody.

Mapgas, } P. CULLEAUNASUNDROM,
15th Feb. 1893,
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From
RAT BAHADUR P. RANGANATHA MUDR. AVL, m.,
Professor, Presidency College, Madras.
Siw,
I have perused with pleasure the coutents of your Qediujefevs semrw
or Prosody. It scems to me to contain much useful matter. Those who

care to enjoy the metrical beauty and Larmony of Tamil Poetry will do
well to study your Manual.

22—12-92,

From
M. SESHAGRI SASTRIAR, Esq., M.A.,

Professor, Presidency College, Madras.
My Dear Sir,

Many thanks to you for your Tamil Prosody called Q& Lujeflevé & carid,
The treatise is one of best books Litherto published on the subject, The
rules are very clear and the examples are well chosen. Iam quite sure
that the book will be very useful to those who study Tamil poetry and
deserves to be in the band of every Tamil student in colleges and schools.

6-2-93,

From
P, SUNDRAM PILLAI, Bsq,, M,

Professor, Maharajak’s College, Trevandrum.
My Dear Sig,

As desired by you, I have gone throngh your neat and concise
work on Tamil Prosody called Qziiyjer @eésemms. I think you have
brought out the main points of this very difficult subject with great
clearness and force. The examples you have chosen are simpler and
more attractive than those generally used in old text books on the sub-
ject. I believe you have rendered by this volure considerable service
to students who seek to master this branch of our Tamil Grammat’
Your notice of evewreams is surely a desirable addition.

26—12—92, —_—
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From
C. W. THAMOTHARAM PILLAI, Esq., bA, b1,

Late Judge, Chief Court, Pudulolu

Your Cheyyulilakkanam has been well written. Concise as it is, 1t
gives in plain prose all that is required for a student to know in Prosody
with sufficiont illustrations, so that the aveiage student can lJearn
it in half the time he may have to devote to get through Karikai, the
present popular work on the subject.

16—1—93. ——
From
P. V. RAMASAWMY RAJU, Esq, 14,
Barrister-al-Law. High Court,
Madras.
Dear Siv,

I am happy to inform you that your “ @siwafevésams” has been
carefully pernsed by me and that I find st a concise and unseful exposi-
tion of the rules of Tamil Prosody. The chief merit about it scems to
me to be this—that it will induce its readers to study the lngher works
on the subject by the very clear and simple manner in which it explains
the principles which are more elalorately discussed in the former. Tt is
8 source of extreme gratification to me tosee your cffort in this dirvection,
as unfortunately works of this kind are growing fewer day by day.
Wishing your work every success, &c, &e,

5—2—93. —

From
T. VEERABADRA MUDALIAR, Ew.. B4, bL,

Vakeel, ligh Court of Madras.
SIR,

I have pernsed your book Seyyulilakanam with very great pleasure
and interest. 1t is the first complete work on Prosody of its kind that I
have seen, embodying in prose, in a lucid and concise form not only the
excellent rules of Prosody coutained in Karigai with commentary, but
also a variety of very valuable information on such allied subjects as
Porutham, Mangalachol, Prabhandam, &e.

I have no doubt that the book will be appreciated by many readers
of Tamil Poetry who ought to be thankful to yon for saving them the
trouble of wading through aunotated Karigai and Vevbapatiial which
are all, again, out of print now.

15—-12--902. -
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From
T.T. KANAKASUNDARAM PILLAIL Esq, n.4.,
Educational Clerk, Qovt. Secretariat, Madras.
DEeAr Sir,

I have perused portions of your book on Tamil Prosody and think
it well adapt ed for nse in the school-room. To most of the students in
our schools and colleges, Tamil Prosody has hitherto been a sealed book,
and T am glad to thiuk that your book will obviate all the difficulties in
understunding that fourth: part of Tamil CGrammar and awaken the
interest of all students.

28—12—92,

From
T BALASUNDRA MUDALIAR, Esq.,
S Munshi to Tamil Translator to Goct. of Madras.
IR,

Many thanks for the copy of @swweflevésemrd you bave kindly
sent me. I need only cxpress the pleasure I felt in going over the
excellent quotations from eminent Tamil poets, which very well illus.
trate some of the otherwise inexplicable poiuts in Tamil Prosody. I
have read your Manual with a peculiar interest partly becanse it ap-
pears to be an imitation of one of my most favorite books Egwurw@sd
y Gsreva, and partly because it is a work proceeding from an old
friend of mine. I feel sanguine that your Manual which displays con-
siderable labour and research on your part cannot but prove useful to
those for whom it is intended. Allow me to say that your Manual, the
explanatory portions of which, are written in clear and accurate prose
deserves to find a place in the hands of every student of Tamil Prosody,
as it is sure to save him the laborious task of poring over the pages of
sofless, 1 sincerely hope that your Manual will win for you a fitting
recognition at the hands of the Tamil reading public, and that you will
be an example to many a learned man who allows his knowledge to get
rusty, forgetful of the Poet’s remark :—

“ Who reads
Incessantly, and to his readings brings not
A spirit and genius equal or superior,
Uncertain and unsettled still remains
Deep versed in books and shallow in himself.”

99~-12—92.



From
T. SARAVANAMUTTU PILLAI Esq, BA,
Librarian, Presidency College, Madras.
Dzar Big,

When I began to learn Tamil Prosody 1 felt very much the want
of & book that would bave placed before me in brief compass the ele-
mentary principles of Taml Prosody. After I have seen your Manual
1 feel quite assured that no such want will he felt by students in the
fature. And, moreover, the examples you have throughout given are in
themselves a source of true delight to the students of Tamil Literature.

4~1—93

From
N. BALASUBRAMANYA MUDALIAR, Esq, B4,

5 Late Ag. Mathematics Professor, St Joseph's Oollege, Bangalore.
18,

Kindly accept my best thanks for the copy of your Qriiyefevé s emr b
you kindly sent me. I find it on carefnl reading a most excellent
Manual of the Principles of Tamil Prosody and the best of its kind I
have ever come across. In comparison with ‘hose that can be found in
ey existing treatises on Tamil Prosody, you:r explanations are real
models of lucidity and elearness. Besides, your illustrations are just
such as are fitted to exhibit the varied beauties of Tamil Metrical Com-~
position. In my humble opinion, I know of no other book than yours
that deserves so well to be in the hands of every stundent of Tamil
Prosody.

‘With sincere wishes for the success of your Manual, &c., &e.
26—12—-92,

From
T. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAI, Esq, B4,

Bench Clerk, High Court, Madras.
Mr Duie Stz T orh Sadhas

I have read with very great pleasure your Qs efivésenms and
am glad to state that it is geod and supplies a waaut.

10=1~93.
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