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INTRODUCTION.

Pandit Maruvar K. Ganesa Sastrial recently wrote to
me:—* Myself and several discriminating friends of -mine
earnestly desire that you should write an English introduc-
tion to this work.” The task should, in my view, have been
assigned to one who i3 in greater touch with our young and
new men, and who enjoys more intellectual freshness
and vigour than one in my present meditative retiro-
ment can be cxpeeted to possess.  But, knowing as
T do, how diligently the Pandit is engaged in spreading the
truths of the Sanatasa Dharma to modern audiences in
Madras and elsewhere, and having a sincere personal regard
and appreciation of his superior knowledge and eminent
powers of reasoning and his undoubted capacity as an ex-
pounder of the Hindu Sastras, 1 have been unable to
muster the courage needed to decline the request made
to me.

The problems, religious and philosoplical, skilfully and
powerfully argued, in the following essays are of very great
practical importance for Hindus—and for others, too,—in
this age of inquiry, doubt aad demonstration. Tn making
this statement, I do not for a moment wish it to be under-
stood that our thinkers in the past shirked the duty of fully
reasoning out the beliefs and observances essontially and
indispensably associated with tho Vedic religion. M~
‘t.e. the investigation of the truths taught by the Guru
according to the established methods of ratiocination,—is
declared by the Veda itsclf to be a necessary preliminary to
the endeavour to meditate on them with a view to their
practical realisation and the consequent liberation from the
bondage of life here or elsewhers in the material universe,
Every school and section of the Aryan faith has its own
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text-books and systematic treatises containing a reasoned
exposition of its doctrines and an extensive polemical
literature in which every one of these doctrines, even to the
minutest possible details, bas been defended with a wealth
of argument and a fervourof conviction almost without
parallel in the history of other religions and creeds. Tgmo-
rance of this fact has somctimes led foreign propagandists
to declare that “in India veligion is cssentially nneritical,”
and that “it has grown up in the comse of centuries under
the influence of feeling and emotion rather than under the
influence of reason.” No doubt, we have lad much of
philesophical ard doctrinal, and little or nothing of historical,
criticism, DBut it must be remembercd that in India we
Lave nothing Jike what is known as a © founded religion,” —
t.r., aoreligion which s Inscparably assceiated with certain
incidents of the life or death of its founder and which, there-
fore, must fall when scientific and historical eriticism has hit
them bard and men can no longer place implicit faith in
them.  All sections of [linduism pin their faith to doctrines
and observances ultimately traceable {o the revelation of
the Veda and the superconscious experience to which the
Veda ultimately appeals and which is still accessible to
everyone wlho is prepared o seek his Guru and place him-
self nnder instruction. But, as already stated, this fact
does not preelnde the use of, or resort to, argumentative
exposition by the teacher whenever it is needed for empha-
sising and enforcing the conclusions and convictions
obtained by the methods of practical meditation and persona)
realisabion.

Each age, however, has its own intellectual or polemical
needs. We have problems to solve, difficulties to meet, and
aims to achieve which are peculiar to us and which require
a re-statement—expository or critical—of the ancient truths
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and arguments suited to the exigencies of our time, Some
of these difficulties may be briefly referred to, though they
arc so plain and o visible on the surface of things that he
who runs may read them. In the first place, our new edu-
cation, and the impact of new knowledge, new emotions, and
new ambitions have brought about a change of temper—if
not also of temperament—in our educated men. Many have
no patience with anytling which does not fall in with
the thoughts and dctivities of the age;—wilh what is
known as the time-spivit. They have paticnee only with
what falls in with the humanisin or pragmatism which is so
characteristic of the age. Bul the Vedic religion as inter-
preted to the modern mind Dby Pandit Gancsa Sastrial
seems to be alone Livly pragimalic~becanse it is pragmnatic
ina Jarger and more comprehensive sense than thal to
which the timoe-spirit is accastomed.  Sri H:ml;;l‘muh:l‘r_yu
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meaning as colie, now so noisily proclaimed by Pragmatists
to the world as the only scientific efterion of truth,—
though the Acharya uses it in a wriler sonse, 1., as inclu-
ding both sensuous and supersensuous values.  Science, too,
as now interprotod, has a wider significance than it bore iu
the very recent time — still so vividin our recollection when
Spencer, Darwin, [Tuxley and Tyudall were the prominent
figures in the realm of reflection and rvesearch in Gread
Britaip.  Sir Oliver Lodge, who may, in o measure, he s
to have succeeded to the cynosural pre-cininence which thege
intelleciual giants occapicd in the genoration that is pust,
wrote recently as follows:— ¢ Truth has many aspects, and
a statement which i3 objectively and literally false may
have a subjective truth of its own, - a truth depending more
on the percipient than on o form of words.”  “Materialistic
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sceptics are abroad who see and emphasise only one side ot
things, and deny other sides. 'I'heir assertions may be true;
their denials are absurd.” “It is true that thero is a higher
science of Larmony which ‘may explain the reason of the
emotions felt in music in a higher sense relating to the
birth of the Moon, its past history as an offspring of the
earth, its tidal influences, its future destiny,—yea, a higher
sense of matter itself wherein deadness and inertness are
preposterous notions.” “Tho truths of scieuce arc admirable

and quite real, but there is nothing ultimate about them.”

“1 think it not inappropriate to reach beyond the range of
the physical and demonstrable, to aregion where experience
gained in those departments of knowledge may be genuinely
serviceable. And although strict and positive certainty is as
yet unabtamable and possibly way remain unattainable for
centuries in the fubure as it has already been through the
ages of the past, yeb sume approximation to the truth may
be gradually made by utilising cvery indication and streteh-
ing our human faculties to the utmost.”  “My message is
that there is some great trath 1a the idea of pre-existence.”

And so on. Rccent studies and researches into the phe-
nomena of telepathy, automatism, hypnotic trance, sublimi-
nal consciousness, etc., are expected in btime to lead to what
Sir Oliver Lodge calls  “ a scientific proof of such u thing
as immortality.” In India, however, the experimental inquiry
into superconscious and superzensuois phenomena has from
arly ages assumed such a systemafic character that its
methods and results have all been recorded as established
and realisable truths of the every-day life of those who
incline to tho pursuit, and value the attainment, of the
spirit as the goal of existence. The science of to-morrow
and the time-spivit of the day-after may be enabled to grasp
the extended hand of the “Lovmu God” in a manner not now
krown or conceivable to the mind which to-day is absorbed
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in the delusive lusts of the flesh. ~mawr? (vl oo dovr §
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truer and more comprehensive pragmatism than that which
constitntes the prevailing cult of to-day in the materialistic
West ought—in India at least—to furn the attention o
inquiries such as those which are instituted inthiswork with
the object of cstablishing the satisfying character and the
unquestionable rationality of the Vedie religion.  Pandit
Gtanesa Sastrialis at great pains to understandand satisfy the
doubtsand difficulties of the modern Tndianmind, and there-
fore his presentation of facts and arguments has a fascina-
tionand earries a conviction for us which are wanting among
the ordinary run of modern religious expounders who
simply appeal to the resources of faith now driven info, and
hiding itself, in the depths of the human heart in Iundia
owing to the daily growing pressure  of the forees of
sensualisin and materialisun,

Secondly, there are many of us who bave received a
modern education that are altogether out of touch with the
great authorities and the writers whoss influence has helped
to maintain the continuity of India’s spiriiual life and tra-
dition. These spiritual treasures of our medineval past
must be known truly if we wre to appreciate traly what is
valuable in our home and society and separate it from any
foreign accretions which may have gathered round it. There
aro many among us who are prepared to investigate the
claims of tradition and truth in an unbiassed spivit, if they
are placed before us in their proper perspeetive by one who
is in entire sympathy with those who have preserved for us
the gontinuity of onr mational spiritual life aud hence can
enlighten our nnderstandings so as to comprehend the pre-
sent and its relations to truth aud go forward with hope and
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courage to the fulflment of the task and mission which lies
before the Hindu peoples and races of the future. e
work now placed before the public is conceived in this spirit,
and the learned author is thus in a position to help all
whose understanding and aspirations are in tune with the
predominant impulses and courses of Hindu thought and
activity in the centuries that are past.

Thirdly, the Hindu religion has always claimed $o be
a complete, comprehensive, and universal revelation. OQur
sages and thinkers know that the Veda and the sacred
literatnre which is its adjunct can satisfy all doubts and
questionings of the inquiring mind and that there is
nothing on which wo can be left without satisfying
guidance in so for as it bears on the liberation of man
from the bondage of material existence. It is this
great fact that has maintained the Hindu religion as a
living creed against all the attacks made both by rebels
within and enemies beyond its borders. The sweep of its
all-comprehensive embrace has in course of time affected
the most persistent of rebels; and even its most determined
opponents have been compelled to enber into compromises
by taking up some of its doctrines at least for the practical
purposes of life. Many of the current phenomena of reli-
gious life or thought in the West will bear witness to the
truth of this observation. The thounghts of the Indiun sages
aud the teachings of the Indian sacred books are influencing
the minds of men throughout the civilised world ; aud this
is duc entirely to the rationality, cousistency, and complote-
ness of the Vedic revelation. Pandit Ganesa Sastrial is
fully aware of this fact and is fully urmed, like the thinkers
of the past, to meet the difficulties and doubts which have
arisen among usin consequence of the impaet of diverse
systems of thought, modes of life, and social organisations.
This is well illustrated in the adwirable essay on ¢ Lokan-
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tharam’ where, quito as much as in his carlier work on
¢ Manas-taleam, he brings the ancient wisdom of India
into harmony with modern thought and science. 1le also
deals, in more than one of these essays, with the much con-
troverted and little understood question of easte, and knocks
down the absurd and perverse interpretations placed on
certain passages of our sacred books by separating them
from their context and thereby geiting vid of the diffienlty
of reconciling the ideas newly read into them with what
goes before and after and with the genvral trend and  pur-
port of the whole context. This part of the secoul essay
and the Pandit’s explanations of the S-wldhas or the cere-
wonies perfurmed in the interest of deceased aneestors ave
worth their weight in gold. The fouith essay is, in some
respects, the most valuable of the collection.  For, be there
demolishes the fancifal theories and avsurd conclusivng
propounded by Western writers and their admiring Indian
fullowers regarding the nature and the import of the Veda
and its cosmogony and chronology. Both in this fowrth
essay and in the third the Pandit treats convincingly of the
Jiva’s relation to Iswara and, at much Jength and with a
wealth of argument and illustration, of the important
topic of the significance of the use of images in divine
worship.

Lastly, Hinduisin is the only universal religion. Tor,
its doctrine and the stages of progress in spirituality which
it implies as well as the diversified aspects of doctrine,
ritual and worship in Hinduism provide a place for all
souls born into it or brought within its ennobling influ-
ence. Pandit Ganesa Sastrial gives u comprehensive
treatment of the problems of Karma inhis first and other
essays and clears it of all doubts and misconceptions.

The appearance of this remarkable work in the Tamil
language is a sign of the times. South India has hitherto
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been the undefiled cource and home of the Vedie religion.
Neither rebellious movements  within nor revolutionary
disturbanees from oufside have till now seriously distur-
bed our allegiance to the teachings of the ancient sages
and saints of Aryavarta.  To-day wo are beginning to feel
the cmbarrassment ceaused by numerous harassing forces
and digturbing  dements within and without.  As in the
days of Buddhist or Moslem supremacy, so now numbers cf
men have gone over 1) the ranks of our enemies of all kinds,
who are aiming at the overthrow of the spiritual ideals of
onr fordfathers,—of our Manu, of our Rishis, of onr eternal
and holy Veda,o  At’such a time, this gifted and learned
Pandit. who is working with a tircless energy in our midst
for the propazatim of the true ancient teachings has pro-
dueed this rare work of exposition andiexplanation for the
sadisfuetion of all whose minds are distracted, or whose
heavts are eaptivated, by the scientific and sceptical spirit
which moves about the world with giantstride in this wonder-
ful epoch of rapid and decisive trinmphs in every branch
of material activity.  We may feel certain that his works
will prove to many highly educated modern minds in the
Tamil land what the writings of Sir Oliver Lodge are pro-
ving {o cultured men in the chosen home of modern mate-
vialism.  This valuable work of restoring to educated
Tamilians a reasoned faith i the ancient sacred teachings
has long been waiting to bo done. Tt seems to me right
and proper that that work should bs done by a Pandit of
eminent erudition like Brahmasri Ganesa Sastrial, and all
who have the privilege of making the endeavour to master
the Pandit’s essiys may be assnred of a plentiful and bene-
ficent harvest of instruction and illumination.

KuMBaKoNam,

14—10—1913. } . K. SunparARAMAN.
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Tur HoNiy Mr. PoS.STVASWAMY AIVER, #.a., p1, ¢8I ¢.LE.
Member of the Bacewtive Conncil of 11 1. The Governor of Madras

I have heard read to me portions of the Veda Sastra Tatwam by
its anthor Brama Sri Ganesa Sastrial. His exposition of the dificnlt
subjects dealt with in the worl is very lncid and interesting. I have
been impressed by his treatment amnng other topics of the distinztion
between Karma and Vasana. T feel sure that the book will be of great
use 1o those who have no acquaintance with the Sanskrit literature on
the subjects and take an interest in the perenyial problems of Hindu
Philosophy.

SUnHARMA,

Fdward Elliot’s Road } (Sd.) P. 8. Sivaswany Ayar.
Mylaporz, 20th November 1913
Mg. S. KurpusaMI SASTRIAR, M.A.,

Principal, Sanskrit College, Tiruvadi.
DuaR MR. GANESA SASTRIAL,
* * * * * *

I have gone through the book aad I am very glad to ba able to
say that it contains a lucid and inlelligens explanation of various facts
found in cur sacred literature and that it will greatly contribute towards
a populas elucidation of wany important prineiples of our glorious
religion through the medium of the Tamil language. 1 hope your book
will meet with adequate enconragement.

EN:;;;: gufgnﬁ?h 1 (84) 8. Kuppusawmi Sastriad.
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Deway Bamavur K. KRISHNASAWMY RAO, c15,
Retired Dewan of Travancore.

I had the greatest pleasure of reading the philosophical essays of
Brahma Sree Pandit Muruvar K. Ganesa Sastrial on most important
snbjects connected with the Hindu religion. After the testimony of
my friend, Professor Sundararamier of Kumbakonam, who happily
combines in him, the best in Eastern and Western culture to the high
merit of these essays, it is presumptuous on my part to venture to ex-
press my opinion on them. It is my sincere conviction that Pandit
Guanesa Sastrial has in his essays on Veda Sastra Tatwam, satisfactorily
met the attacke, Indian and Kuropean, upon Hinduism. He has very
lucidly explained the recessity for image worship and the doctrives of
Karma and Vasana and proved by quotations from the Rig Veda, that
the Indian Caste System is as old as the Veda Itself. I have no donbt
that a careful perasal of these essays will remove many a doubt now
felt by those who had rot the advantage of closely studying the Hindu
Sacred books under properly qualitied teachers.

ANANTHA V1148, 7
Trirricane, 17th October 1913. §  (Sd.) K. Krishnasawmi Rao.

Vivvaswm R. KRISHNAMACHARIAR, .,
Superintendent of Sunslkrit Schools, Madras.

I have gone through portions of ‘Vedusasira Tatvam® by Brahma-
Sree Ganesa Sustrial «f Maravur. A few of the important doctrines
of Hindu Philosophy are exhaustively and ubly discussed and expounded
by the Pandit in colloquial Tawmil. It ie Just the sort of work we want
now to give a clear insight into the salient points of Hinduism and to
create an ardent love for the study of our ancient Looks in the minds of
the younger generation of scholars, with whom material advancement is
the be-all and end-all of existence and who, inthe light of their so-called
seientific knowledge are inclined to think their forefathers fools. 1 trast
that this work of the learned Sustrial will infuse a new spirit of emula-
tion in the minds of other pandits who will follow his example in giving
the benefit of their learning to the world at large. }

PurAsawAKAM,
23rd Octoher 1913, § (8d.) Krishnama Chariar.

Mz. T. R. RAMACHANDRA IYER, 5. A, 1, L.,
High Court Vakil, Madras.

Brabma Sri Pandit Ganesa Sastriar of Maravar wasg engaged for
nearly a year in writing these valuable eseays. He used to read to me
from time to time material portions of these ‘essays. They are very
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interesting and instructive. I have been devoting some attention to the
study of Hindu Religion and philosophy from an early age and I must
frankly acknowledge that many n doubt that I entertained has been com-
pletely dispelled by a perusal of these essays, The Pandit has taken
considerable pain to support his conclusions by quotations from the
Vedas and the Smrithis as well as by sound arguments. The educated
Indian, who cannot command sufficient leisure to study the Iindu Sastras,
can by a careful study of these essays acquire a correct knowledge of the
principles of Hindu Religion and philosophy. The greatness of [ndia
and the Indian is mainly due to the grandeur of the IHindu Religion.
The study of Sanskrit is generally neglected and faith in Hindn Religion
i rapidly declining. The uneducated who are orthodox, are supersti-
tious and their faith is as impure as it is currapt. The learned pandit’s
exposition of the principles of the Hindu religion can be understood by
all.  The pandit has laid the Indian Public under a deep obligation by
this his valnable contribution to the Tamil literature.

Luz House, TRYNAMPET, )
24—10—1913. J (Sd.) T. R. Ramachandra lyer.

Rao Banapvr M. RANGACHARIAR, . 4,
Professor of Sanskrit, Presidency College, Madras.

I have heard, read portions of Pandit K. Ganesa Sastriar’s Veda-
Sastra Tatvam in Tamil. It is an endeavour to establish the traditional
views of orthodox Hinduism against modern criticisn:. Whatever
may be the estimate of the effectiveness of his reasoning, 1 have no
doubt in saying that it is learned and elaborate enough o compel serious
thought. I consider the book to be a valaable contribution to modern
Tamil literature and wish it success.
25th October 1913. (Sd.) M. Rangha Charyar.

«

Mr. S. NARAYANA AYER, Avi., M. A, L. T, 185,
Manager, Harbowr Trust Bourd, Mudras.

I had the pleasure of going throngh an advance copy of the Veda
Sastra Tatwam of Brahmasri Maruvar Ganesa Sastrial. The book
comprises four parts. The first part deals with Fatalism and Freewill,
The learned Sastrial throws a flood of light on this least nnderstood
subject any clearly marks out the line of demarcation between the res-
pective spheres of Fate and Freewill. This essay deservs to be widely
readas 1 am sure that this wiil dispel many a misconception which the
ordinary people generally have about the way which Fate wields over
individual actions. The third essay deals with Jiva and Iswara. Here
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is found in a short campass a refutation of materialism, the principles of
Hindu psychology, the distinction between Jiva and Iswara and convin-
cing arguments for image worship. The first and the third essays will
appenl even to those who have no faith in onr Shastras. The second
deals with life after death as expounded in Hindun Sastras and the fonrth
with the Vedas and the Vedangas. Those who bave faith on the
immense powers of the mind as detailed in the patanjali’s Yoga Sutras
will find in the fourth essay a rational explanation of the beliel of the
Hindus that the Vedas are God revealed. In the second essay the
rveader will see a new light thrown on the beliefs of the Hindus as to
their existence after death, A Ilindu who has faith in his Sastras
will find in this book an attempt to explain on ralional lines every
Hndn belief and he will Pless the day on which he came across
such a work.
TRIPLICANE, }
6th November 1913. (51.) S. Narayana Ayer.
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Indo—Aryans.—Probably two thousand years before Christ
the Aryan race were a civilised community on the banks of the
Indus.

Every tribe lived under its king, or chief, every family owned
its lands and herds of cattle and performed sacred rites to vhe
Powers of Nature, and priests and poets composed those songs and
bymns scme of which are still left to us. These hymns, 1028 in
number, are known by the name of Rig Veda, and give us a faithful
picture of the civilisation andmanners,thoe arts andindustries and
is the wars and conquests of the Indo-Aryansin this early age
which known as the Vedicage.

Chapter I Vedic age of Ancient and Modern India
by R. C. DUTT.
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Social Life—There were no caste distinctions among the Indo
Aryan in this remote age, and men following different profession
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m e qid not ‘belong to different hereditary castes, but were a
umlzeﬂ ’body bearing the name of Visas or the people.
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The, caste-System.—The Social life of the Hindus had under-
gone a great change since the Vedic age. In the more settled and
peaceful times of the Epic age, when religious rites, and ceremonial
were vastly elaborated the priestly families who officiated at
these ceremonies formed themselves into a distinct and hereditary
caste, known since as Brahmans. Similarly, the kings and warriors
separated themselves from the common people, and formed them
selves into a distinct and hereditary caste known as Kshatriyas The
mass of the people living by trade, industries and agricultare
formed the Vaisyas or the peopls And the aboriginal races, who
had submitted to the Aryan conquerors and had adopted their eivili-
sation and religion formed the low caste of Sudras.
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The Four Vedas—We have spoken of the Reg Vede in the
last Chapter, but the Hindus rccognise four Vedas. According to
an ancient custom some of the hymns were chanted instead of
being recited at sacrifices, and these chanted hymns were separa-
tely collected under the name of Sama Veda Similarly, special
pacrificial rules and formulas existed from ancient times for the
performance of rites and these rules and formulas were separately
collected under the name of Yajur Veda. And a collection of som
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peculiar hymns, consisting mostly of charms against evil influences
received the name of Atharva Veda,

Each Vedaagain had commentaries and dogmatic explanations
complited by generations of priests and these commentaries are
known as the Brahmanas, Similarly, each Veda had other treatises
compiled for the use of those who retired to forests for contempla-
tion, and treatises on forest life are known as Aranyakar. ltis in
these last named works that we generally find those remarkable
compositions known as Upanishads, containing sublimes peculations
and inquiries into the nature of the Universal Soul which pervades
the universe.
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Bach veds again lind commentaries and dogmatie explanations
compiled by generations of priests, and these commentaries are
koown a8-thu Brahmanus. Similarly each veda had other treatise
compiled for the use of those who retired to forests for contempla.
tlon, and traatises on forest life are knownas Araryakes. It is
in these last named works that we generally find those remarkable
compositions known Upanishads.
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