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PREFACE

The present publication brings together most of my composi-
tions in Tamil verse, excepting those in dramatic form and my
songs set to music. T make no apology for producing them in
this collected form, as the public is more or less familiar with two
of them at least, as separate booklets. Ninaivatshi has been
considerably enlarged from what it was, and I seize this oppor-
tunity to give a fresh lease of life to a few of my minor pieces,
which were written after Western models and which appeared in
some of the Tamil Magazines at various times. Following
Western lines again, I have made one departure from our custom-
ary methods by ineluding among them a few verses in -memory
of certain decca# friends and kinsmen of mine, One or two
Kirtanams also, owing to the general nature of the subjects they
treat of, and because they do not come under regular musical com-
positions, find a place at the end of this volume.

One cireumstance, in this connection, perhaps, calls for an
explanation and that is the appearance of threo pieces addressed to
Siva under the headings “gi wrfar alcemiun® and “gf wr g
argCsi’ce”, They were written for the use of a lady of the
orthodox type, in the manner best calculated to appeal to her
simple and unquestioning faith. Devotion is & spiritual and
regenerating influence, no matter what primitive conditions pro-
duced it; and it seems to me where they have had too long and
too firm a hold, wisdom lies in fostering that devotion. I hope
in the light of this declaration, and the idess I have brought out
in my ,,l‘;aiva.tshi and Gnanananthan adimalai, there is no danger
of the reader identifying the idolatrous view of Siva taken in those
three pieces, with my own conception of the Supreme.

T. L.
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INTRODUCTION
TO

GNANANANTHAN ADI MALAI

OR

A garland at the feet of God.

The subject-matter of the first portion of the present work
way be divided into three parts:—(1) The existence of God; (2)
The struggles and questionings of the individual goul; (3) Invoca-
tion of the grace of God for the advancement, g&anco and pro-
tection of the soul

The views intended to be expressed therein are, briefly, that
God, who is love, permeates the whole universe with his light,
power, beauty and bliss ; that the \\{orhl & God’s; that the soul
in man is God's ; that a self or ego entirely apart from the Absolute
is either a convention or a chimera ; that the soul derives every-
t;hiug from the Absolute for its earthly abode and happiness and
stands to It merely in the relation of & pensioner; that the aims
attainable by man are circumscribed : and that the difficulties and
obstacles in the way of that attainment are many and cannot all
be overcome by him alone. Viewed from every standpoint, there-
fore, it becomes clear that it is necessary to know God and seek
His aid. The universe invites us to love, to look upon all sentient
beings as our brethren. Every being has its origin in God, More
evil liesin ignorance of the truth than in God's world. The
theory of Evolution is a partial view of the truth, but it fails to
trace the divine origin of consciousness, the chief element in all
living beings. The existence of hunger, disease, death, &c. in the
world canuot, in the eye of the true seer, be any hindrance
whatever to a belief in the existence of God. Such evils are
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indispeusable for action, progress aud happiness in the world—uay,
oven for the cxercise of virtue. They are really Dlessings in
disguise and, to grapple with and overcome avoidable evils, God
has endowed man with intelligence and will.  The will is a part
of the machinery of fate, which, latter, is nothing more than the
totality of natural laws at work.  The world, in all its aspects,
presents, to fiuking minds, miracles in abundance without
making it necessary on the part of God to wanifest Himsell by
miracles which vitiate the natural operatious of His own physical
laws. A life of asceticism is unnecessary and, to some extent, it is
selfish to seek sulvation not minding our suffering brethren. It is
possible to know the God of love through nature and to 'worship
Him by [ollowiléﬂim in the path of love. It will suffice, for
the welfare of the soul, to pray for the grace of God without
spocifying any temporal aims and His grace, if deserved and
obtained, would supply all that men need and all that is best for
them,

It is idle to build too much upon frail man, especially on
men who have no faith in & Supreme Being. All are equalized
in death and, in view of the ““funcral margh beatings of our heart-
drams to the grave,” it is important that we bestir ourselves and
do what we can towards widening the cirelo of good for the world,
to love all and envy none. An attempt has been made in the
latter portion of the work to describe some of the cardinal wants
and aspirations.of the soul. The work concludes with an invoca-
tion of God's help for the progress and elevation of the soul,

The second part named alerem Lo iy s further prayer
[or velief in distress and for guidanco in the path of right and
truth.

The third part called wSyeware i3 an attempt to detail
brietly the steps by which the existence of a Supreme Intelligence
may, in my humble opinion, be proved by the negative method
of Inductive demonstration, the postulates to be granted being;—
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I, That a thing, force or aitribute, cannot bo derived from
uothing.

2. That a thing, force or attribute, cannol be derived
exclusively from any thing, force o attribute, inferior to itself.

3. Thab conscionsness canot be derived from any thing
or state of things which is less than consciousness or which
cucludes conseiousness,

4. That u person who is continuously clean-starved musi
lose, in o few days, his mendul as well as his physical power ; but,
(the process not being carried to the point of death) he can regain
the same by taking food,

T. L,
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MEDITATIONS.

There are mowmcnls in & man’s life-time when he stands faco
to face with the ultimate problems of existence, his relation to
God, to man, in fact to everything in Nature—moments more
charged with significance to him than all the rest of his days. 1IE,
however, his iggrard questionings are not adequately e, they
become a perpetual menace to his peace ; while if they are scb ab
rest with answers that are in harmouy with the great and in-
disputable Laws of the universe, they ensure to his soul the
highest and the most enduring satisfaction. And no doubt, every
earnest man, with what kuowledge and powers of introspection
he possesses, endeavours to grapple with those obstinate problems
and, to the extent to which he feels he has suceceded, is arxious
to record his solutions.

I have been engaged on these probléns myself for some years
past and the results are embodied in the verses contained in thig
book. It was after much inward debate, that 1 decided that it
would be wiser to publish my views to the world—whatever inay
be their intrinsic value==than keep them buried within me.

We live in an age that is remarkable in many respects—but
1nost remarkable, perhaps, for the supremacy that Western science
and Western thought have gained all over the world. Indis, in
particular, came under the influence of the spirit and culture of
the West carlier than all the other countries of the East, and it is
nob surprising that we should have felt sympathetic shocks of the
momentous conflict that raged between Science and Faith so long.
We are compelled to admit that Science has emerged out of the
struggle victorious ab many points, Much of our traditionary
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knowledge and many of our fondest notions have fallen like the
walls of Jericho before the shout of Science * Truth for its own
sake”; and we have been obliged to rovalue our ideals in the light
of Reason. 8o far nothing could have been more wholesome or
more desirable.  Buat, I helicve, the value of Science for us lies
in the intellectual unrest and challenge she has breathed into the
midst of our deadly stagnition and smug scli-sufticiency. In the
immediate and marvellous success which Science has achieved in all
directions, she has exceeded her bounds and made one colossal
mistake.  She has mistaken certain aspects of trath for the whole
truth,  While emphasising the Intellect as a potent instrument in
the hand of man, she has forgotten the commanding position that
the Emotious oceupy in the economy of Nature. She has overlooked
the fact that Feeling is the mainspring of humap action ; that as
a motive power, intelleet and convietion operate only in the few
and not in the many ; that noble thoughts beget noble action only
when they are not overruled by passions and prejudices ; and that
only when the most elevating thoughts, based wpon the funda-
mental truths of Nature have been made to combine and coexist
with the worthiest instincis in him that man riscs to the full
stature of the divinity in him. 1t s because Science has not
sufficiently renlised this trath that she has left us spiritually cold
and® empty—left us to wrestle with doubts and misgivings. She
provides us with no answers for our deepest longings, no consola-
tion to sustain us through misery and sorrow and bereavement ; and
lucking a consistent theory of life, we cither fall into an unlovely
attitude of negation towards all the most sacred things of life, or
abandoning reason aud thought altogether as unsatisfying, we
soek relief in mysticism and vague speculations,

Having lightly touched upon the dangerous mature of the
intluence Seience exerts on our convietions, let me as briefly state
what Religion stands to us for. ¥ Religion, as representing the

* The words Religion and Science are employed herc as in common
usage. True Religion, as I uuderstand it, is not something that is opposed
tu Seience or is even apart from it, but something that includes it; that is,
Religion is the amplification and the perfect consummation of Science or in
uther words, true Religion and true Sciency arc synonymous,
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highest aspirations of the human soul, sets hersell two tasks to
perform, She attempts to teach a coherent conception of the
universe, as well as to establish a well-regulated system of human
conduct, based upon that conception ; that is to say, she tries to
convince the intellect and at the same time appeal to the heart of
man. In so far as she lays stress upon the necessity to reach and
direct the feelings of man, she demonstrates her decisive super-
iority over Science, and therein also do we find the explanation
and the justification of the permanent hold Religion has had on
the attachments of men. Every Religion builds up its edifico of
dogmas and practices upon an unchangeable gronndwork of ethical
truths. No two Religions, however, unless they have had a
common origin, agree in many of their dogmas. How could it
be otherswise 2 Those conceptions depend upon a multitude of
circumstances that confribute to the origin and growth of cach
particular religion. The times, the countrics, the traditions,
the state of civilization, the knowledge and the racial char-
acteristics of the people in whose midst a religion takes its rise,
would all determine the distinetive foatures that mark out one
religion from another.  But for the very reason that those concep-
tions are the result of the fortuitons play of forces, thoy are
liable to be modified or even completely overthrown by the ex-
pansion of knowledge—a fact which has been amply made evident
by the happenings of the Nineteenth centugy.

But there are other coneeptions, common to all traly great
Religions, forming the bulwarks and buttresses of morality—
such as the reign of Law and Trath, Justice and Love in Nature,
which no revolution of thought, and no alteration of circum-
stances could ever disturb without shattering the authority of all
religion and utterly disorganising society.

Hence, -unless we guard carefully against misconeeptions
about what is essential and what non-essential in religion, we
shall be led into unsuspected blind alleys of thought and grave
anomalies in action, But it is precisely confusions of this sort
that have become the rale and not the exception. They are the
regult of three qualitias inherent in the average human being all
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the world over, qualities which are praiseworthy in themselves, but
which when allowed to distort all one’s actions become subversive
of all progress. As it would take me further than I intend to
deal with each of them in detail, I shall content myself with
wmerely indicating them. They arc first, the highly exaggerated
respect one feols towards all that bhelongs to the past for no other
reason than that it belongs to the past ;-secondly, the tendency to
eling to the letfer and not to the spivit of  law or a precept; and
thirdly, intellectual inertia, the proneness to love an old custom
more than & new truth, that is, the incapacity to appreciate any
standpoint other than one's own. These in combination have done
and ave doing inmeasurable havm to the world by rstarding the
onward march of humanity, Buat their offect upon India has been
specially unfortunate, They have made us suffer from seif-inflicted
paralysis. They have made us exalt man-made institutions into
Cod-given ordinances ; they have bred in us such absolute imisrust
of cur own powers, such self-abasing contempt for the present,
thab Revorence toward owr ancients iustead of being the inspira-
tion and the boon that it ought to be, s become in very truth
an obsession and u curse, the gliring brand of slavery in thonght
and degencracy in life.  And what wonder if the efforts of a tew
educated people to eliminate social evils from our midst, with
oceasional lectures und pawphlets, and annual conventions, appear
to others like attempts to transform the fruits by merely trim-
ming and chopping off from the tree of social life those particular
branches which offend their sense of the {itness of things.

If my veading of the facts is even approximately correct, I
believe no one would deny that our situation is one that demands
the clearest convictions upon all such qnestions as ave vital to our
peace of mind ; and first in importance comes our attitude towards
the Supreme Being. 1t appears to o that a pure and rational
worship of God, divested of all symbolical mystification, alone can
deliver us from the perilous alieruative of an uneritical credulity
on the one hand and a pernicious scepticism on the other, Theve
isnone so poor in spirit but can see God and love Him and
worship Him in all his wanifested works both great and small,
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All can appronch Him, each in his own way, for God is eatholic
and it is not sacrilege to rely upon powers He himsell has im-
planted in us. Such an attempt to get a direct and intimate
knowledge of God by observation of Nature and intropection of
oneself has, I admit, its difficulties, perhaps its dangers; but it is
there that the wisdom of the great men of the past and the present
can help us. And if a man, undismayed by initial obstacles and
with unabated ardour, forges ahead, his efforts would be rewarded
by his discovering truths fraught with the promise of widespread
happiness. :

Let no one be discouraged by this insistence upon self-reliance,
since it requires no Yogam or development of psychic powers to
get ab these truths, or to realise them in life; on the contrary, it
scems to me that if we are to measure a man by the extent of the
good he can confer upon the world, one unaffected devotee of the
type T have in mind, will outweigh a legion of ascetics. At the
same time, let me add, that T yield to no man in my respect for
those who embrace asceticism, not for the sake of a pitiful salva-
tion for themselves, but because they dedicate themsclves to some

high enterprise for which they have reccived a compelling inward
call.

One trath among others that will cotne upon such an inquirer
with an overwhelming force of conviction would be the inefface-
able unity that underlies all the hidebound conventions of rank
and distinetion, of caste and creed, and all the crude classifications
of an infantile science. That is the truth that all the religions of
the world have been labouring to express with varying degrees of
success ; and that would be the most formidable truth Science
would have verified for herself in the near future with her special
methods of reasoning—the one truth that would explain and
validate all the others she has unearthed for us.

The underlying unity of all things—that is the truth that
must sink into the minds and the learts of our people. The right
perception and the widest application of such a truth would have
the most far-reaching influence upon huwan thought and human
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conduct. It would bo the first step in the process of true
regeneration, individual ae well as national. It would be the most
imperious prompter of sympathy, the most uncompromising sup-
pressor of meaningless distinctions, of narrow patriotisms, the
surest healer of social evils and the most persuasive inspirer of
charity and loving kindness and universal brotherhood. It would
further be the most irresistible argument in favour of political
progress ; for what is it but the full and logical extension of the
democratic ery of “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity” as applied
to human affairs ¢,

1t is nob & new truth, It is as old as the prophets of the
world—as old as Buddha and Christ and Socrates and Tiravalluvar.
How is it then that such a eardinal principle of their teaching has
not found that acceptanco among men that its importance deser-
ves? How iy it that it has blen submerged under a mass of un-
essential formulw 7 There are more reasons for it than one.

Primarily, of course, it is due to the intellectual inertia to which
1 had oceasion to refer previously. It is so hard to overcome the
pressure of environments, of habit, of predispositions.  But there is
another reason of a different complexim altogether. There has at all
times and in every country been an interested class to whom such
doetrines of fundamental unity and brotherhood have been distaste-
ful, not to svy hatefal, namaly, thos» who have hadin their hands the
exercise of power, temporal or spirimal. A recent English writer
speaks of the type of mind “that sees society in two clearly defined
strata—a small select aristocracy (of birth, or spiritual influence, or
wealth, it does not matter what,) born booted and spurred to ride,
and a large dim mass born saddled and bridled to be ridden, and
firmly believes it to be a divine arrangement.” It goes without
saying that the riders as a class are sure to resist the revolutionary
idea that they are made of the same stuff as the ridden. History
teems with examples to show how jealous those in power are of their
privileges, and how desperately they would fight for them. To
them no ruse is too low, no hypocrisy too despicable, no cruelty
too inhuman, to use against whatever threatens their authority, or
their profits. 1t is they who would twist the clearest declarations
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of their prophets to suit their own convenicuce, or to cover their
imperfections. They would explain away the Ten commandments
or the Sermon on the Mount, or the injunctions of Buddha, or the
message of the Vedas, The Philistines and the Pharisces have,
between them, mangled the doctrines of the purest and the wisest
of men. They have sought to render the unspeakable martyrdoms
of the redeemers of the world as though they never had been ;
aud, as might be expected, the faint-hearted and those of little faith
have begun to fight shy cf ideals and look upon them as wero
impossible moonshine. But it rests with those who have a decper
faith in the ways of the Eternal to do whatever in them lies to
promote love and sympathy and unselfishness, and foster those
priceless sentiments of virtue that will wake humanity werthy of
the splendid destiny that awaits it.

It is as a humble venture in that direction that I make bold
to publish this bovk to the world,

T, L.
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