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Peeface.

« Shakespeare, ? said Ben Jonson, “ is of no age, but for all
time. »  We may say he is of no country, but belongs to the
whole world.  His genius has boen recognised by all the nations
of Europe and America and they vie with one another in their
appreciation and worship of that master dramatist and poet. His
works have beeu translated into all the langnages that could boast
of a literature. It is but proper that the Tumil langusge posses-
Sing & rich past, shonld make Shakespeare its own and any attempt
which tends to increase the knowledge of Shakespeare amongst
the Tamil speaking public is worthy of praise and encouragement.

Fhe present book is the story of Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and
Juliet? told in Tamil verse. The dicbum that “Translators are trai-
tors? does not hold good in this case. The author has uot lost any
of the manifold beauties of the original; but has given them an
expression quite as pleasing as in - Shukespeare. The translator
has taken care to see that the story is perfectly understood by the
public in all its aspects.

“Romeo and Juliet” is a story of Ttaly and it would be difficult
for the Indian to grasp fully the sentiments and ideas of the weit.
The present writer by introducing ideas and sentiments belonging
peculiarly to his readers, has made the narrative highly interesting.
Thus for instance, the idea that the wife should not live apart from
her husband, that she should partake of the joys and sorrows of
her husband wherever he might be, is particularly Indian, and the
author by making his Juliet, give expression to these sentiments
hes brought her near to us as Sita and Damayanti, Such an adapta.
tion is not to be considered a fault. Besides the interesting story
this book is readable for the language in which it is written. As
easy Tamil style varying its quality in accordance with the varying
situations, it expresses completsly the proper passions, thoughts,
ideas and feelings”of the varions characters. The story moves on
easily without any let. It can be asserted without any doubt that
the reader is profited on account of the perusal of this book.
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Tt is necessary to say here a few words about the story, a few
remarks about the characters of the play. ‘Romeo and Juliet? is
a tragedy. It ariges not on account of the impetuous passion of
Romeo and Julict.  The cause lies decper. It is the hatred bet-
ween the Gapulets and the Montagues that brings about the death
of the lovers  The eumity of the two houses hangs overshadowing
the fate of Lomeo and Julict, By a fatality not to be withstood
Roweo is hurried ou, even against his disinclination to draw on
Tybalt and kil him. The rest follow as inevitable consequences
Over the graves of their dangliter and sou, the Capulets and the
M(”lbﬂvg“(,’s are l'f‘('(lll('”(‘d and ,N‘EH'(' ix once  nlore reb'lt‘)r(‘rll i“
Verona.

e Author of the following puges, is o young man full of
enthusiasm for the enriching of Tamil literature, for rvaising the
Tamil Tanguage to its former glory and bringing under its domian
the brilliant lteratures of other conntries. Surely he has touched
upon a guarry which would pay hin wwply for his pains and which
would make pleasing, his lubours.  May we pionsly wish that he
would be able fu time to come, to give us s pleasing versious of
the other plays of Shakespeare as this ‘Bomeo and Juliet.”

National College,

Trichinopoly z

S. Keishwa Jyee, B. A,

OPINIONS.

hese are times when the market is flooded over one thousand
books in the Vernaculars of the Presidency have heen published
during the 8rd quarter of the year 1919—with hooks good, bad
and indifferent. One cannot in justice say that this the majden
attempt of the author with it promise for the future, comes nnder
the latter categories. Simplicity of style is its outstanding feature.
T am of opinion that it is eminently suited as a Text-Book in the
Secondury School classes.

Anamalai
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