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PREFACE.
—00p8700—

At the request of several friends, I have now
brought out a third edition of “mbweui FIHCHLG”
written by my brother, the late Mr. N. Chidambaram
Aiyar B.A., F.T.S.

The author was well known -as the translator
of the Astrological works, the “Brihat Samhita” and
the “Brihat Jataka” of Varaha Mihira, and some
other standard treatises on Astrology. He received a
complete western education nearly half a century
ago and like many others of his age imbibed at first
materialistic views of the occidental school. He per-
ceived a gradual decline of orthodoxy in some of the
Brahmins and embodied his views of their conditions
in elegant Tamil verses, in a style, at once simple
and humorous.

The author contributed several articles to the
“ Hindu” and the “ Theosophist.” One of his arti-
cles ““The Hindu Social and Spiritual outlook”
which appeared in the “ Hindu” of the 26th Sep-
tember 1888 is printed as an Introduction to this
book. |

The book has been slightly retouched here and
there and my thanks are due to M.R.Ry. V. Muttu-
swami Aiyar M.A., L.T. for his valuable helpin the
bringing out of this Edition.

17, Big Street,
Triplicane. | N. VISVANATHA AIYAR.



INTRODUCTION.

—00r9300—

" The structure of the Indian society has been
different from time immemorial from that of the
European. It consisted of the Brahmins and the non-
Brahmins. It was the duty of the former to promote
the spiritual comfort of all, while the duty of the
latter was to promote their material comforts.
Each reciprocally was essential to the other. The
Brahmins were learned in the sciences and the non-
Brahmins in the numerous arts of life. The latter
again consisted of the Kshatriyas, whose duty it
was to govern the land and protect the men from
foreign invasions, and of the Vaisyas'whose duty it
was to trade in the produce of the land and the
fruits of the industrial arts, and of the Sudras, whose
duty it was to cultivate the land, to develop the re-
sources of the country and also to practise the nu-
merous arts of life.

2. Now, as regards the non-Brahmins, these
consisted of a number of distinct classes of work-
men sepresenting almost every species of industry,
the weavers, the masons, the goldsmiths, carpen-
ters, potters, fishermen, fowlers, shepherds and
the like. As each person had a special liking for
the calling of his ancestors, he was contented and
never envied his neighbours whose trade happened
to be more lucrative. The only competition was



from his own fellow workmen in the same calling.
These being comparatively few, the competition
was a healthy one. Every section of the society
therefore rested for support upon every other sec-
tion ; and there being no abnormal or undue inclina=
tion on any one side, the structure formed a sym-
.metrically compact system, and there was no fear
that any portion would at any time grow weak or
dis-appear. This being the case, the country was
able to boast of men of superior skill in arts, in all
parts of the land. Accordingly, we read “ Europe
and America recognise the artistic skill of the gold-
smiths and silver-smiths of India, that of ivory car-
vers of Travancore, the enamellers of Jeypore, the
Kaftagari inlayers of the Punjab and the Tutangue
inlayers of Bedar. The pith models of Madura are
much admired as likewise have been the horn and
woodwork armour, horse and elephant trappings
of India.” Again, the author of the Periplus enu-
merates a great variety of cotton fabrics, among
Indian exports. Marco Polo dwells upc')n the
cotton and the buckram of Cambay. But the
productions of the hand-looms of to-day are un-_
dersold by the machine-made fabrics of EKurope
and India has now to import Rs. 248,100,625 worth
of cotton goods, but yet holds its own in the finer
artistic work of its mushroo and kinkhab, its satins
and brocades of Ahmedabad and Benares and
its delicate muslins of Dacca and North Arcot. The
shawls of Kashmir and the Punjab have no rival
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and the Rampur chadars from the Himalayas are to
be purchased in the fashionable shops of L ondon.
A chadar or shawl made by the order of a late
‘Gaekwar was composed entirely of inwrought pearls
and precious stones disposed in an arabesque fashion
and was said to have cost a crore of Rupees. When
spread out in the sun, it seemed suffused with an
iridescent bloom as grateful to the eye as were the
exquisite forms of its arabesques. Again * the
methods of working gold, now lost in Europe are
still in full use in parts of India, particularly that of
fretting gold by soldering fine spines or hairs of
gold wire as delicate, in fact, as thistle-down, yet
done by unscientific workmen possessed of certain
chemical secrets which they put into practice by
traditional usages” We will give one fnore quotation.
“For translucent enamels, that is enamel colours
painted on gold or gold leaf, which gives light and
splendour to the colours, Jeypore is the best school.”

3- Such vast skill in so many arts of lifg, could
not have been acquired, if the father had pursued
one trade, the son another, and the grandson a
third. Each family firmly convinced, that their only
sounce of income was the trade of their forefathers
employed all theit energy and ingenuity in develop-
ing it. But all this, has changed. How ? The income
from the industries could not have been very great,
certainly not as high as the salaries of hundreds of
well-paid officers of Government, ranging from Rs.
500 to Rs. 1000 or more a month. This is a glori-
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ous life, if it could be secured. When they find the
children of some of their poor neighbours rise to a
position of power and affluence after a few years’
study in a school, the whole country naturally
thirsts for such a life of splendour, and all par-
ents send their children to English Schools. to the
neglect of the arts of their forefathers. The high and
the low, the rich and the poor, the priest and the
peasant are all now found to run the same race.

“ When Adam delved and Eve span,

Who was then the gentleman ?”

appears more to be the cry now than it was
in the time of the King, Richard II.

4. In 1881, there were 79,953 institutions for
boys and 2590, for girls with 2,195,614 scholars of
whom 120,365 were females. We will now examine
the character of the education now imparted to our
youths. It is clear that no moral education of any
sort is given in our schools, as they are conducted
at present. The Government of India have recent-
1y complained of this. This defect of moral education
becomes painfully illustrated when so many learned
men in high authority are brought under the clut-
ches of the law for derelictions of duty. Asregards
intellectual education, the greater part of it is
more a luxury of the mind which ought to be pro-
perly courted only by a few in the land and will be
of no practical help to a man in his every day life.
Read ing, writing and arithmetic are all that are of
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much practical use and instruction in these was im-
parted to every Hindu student irrespective of his
rank in society, in almost every village school. If
by education be meant that which makes men god-
fearing and inclines them to observe the duties of
life as prescribed by the wise sages of the former
days, such education our men have had, though not
always from books,but from the more impressive lec-
tures of their elders and these have been found to lead
a more pious life than many a learned person in
the exercise of power and authority.

5. Now the loss to the industries of the coun-
try during the last 40 years may well be attributed
to the neglect of indigenous industries. The follow-
ing figures speak for themselves : —

IMPORTS. «
1839-40. 1881-82.
Cotton twist, yarn and
manufactures ... £ 2,660,000 23,990,000
Other articles 3,170,000 25,120,000
Treasure - ... 1,050,000 11,320,000
Total ... 7,780,000 60,430,000
EXPORTS.
Raw Cottdn ... £ 1,920,000 14,940,000
Opium . 1,210,000 12,430,000
Grain of all sorts 670,000 17,510,000
Other articles ... 8,800,000 37,080,000
Treasure . 570,000 1,100,000

43,170,000 83,060,000
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Cotton being the main article of commerce, it
would appear from the above that £13,000,000 or
nearly 20 crores of Rupees worth of cotton every year
has ceased to be worked in India and are exported to
England when compared with the state of things,
nearly 40 years ago. As regards the other articles of
import, we have to look up at present to England
-even for such things as, iron screws, pens, penkni-
ves, pencils, needles, threads and the like. If matters
.are not mended early, the future is sad to contem-
plate; and we apprehend in the course of 50 years
.and more the dependency of India upon England for
almost every article of comfort and necessity
would become wholly complete. How then is so-
-ciety benefited, if the majority of its children quit-
ting their family trade wish to rule over their
brethren? The happiness of a nation depends, not
upon there being manufactured for the public service
thousands of the children of the soil every year but
upon their being an infinite variety of arts each
well cultivated to the comfort of the entire com-
munity. The Government now see the evil and not
knowing the cause cry out for the necessity of tech-+
nical education. This only proves the truth of our
-complaint. But the means proposed to secure tech-
nical education are inefficient. Technical education
will take care of itself, if the young men, belonging
to the numerous industrial classes of the community
the turn their attention to trade and industry rather
than to the public service. If thisisnot done, we fear
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that the destruction of Indian industries, which is
now going on steadily will become complete in
about half a century.

6. As regards the priestly caste, these too for-
getting their importance and the duties they owe
to the society join the rest of the community in
seeking after English education to the neglect of
the study of the Vedas and the Sastras which made
their ancestors so great and noble. Who are the
Brahmins? Here isthe verdict of foreign travellers.
“The Brahmins of the present day are a race of
the highest culture, the result of 3,000 years
.of the hereditary education and self-restraint and
‘they have evolved a type of mankind quite distinct
from the surrounding population. Evert the pass-
ing traveller in India marks them out alike from
‘the Dbronze-cheeked, large limbed, leisure-loving
Rajput or warrior caste of Aryan descent and from
the dark-skinned, flat-nosed, thick-lipped low-castes
of non-Aryan origin with their short bodies and bul-
let heads. The bulk of the Brahmins stands apart
from both, tall and slim with finely modelled lips
and nose, fair complexion, high forehead, and slight-
ly cocoanut-shaped skull—the man of self-centred
refinement. He is an example of a class becoming
‘the ruling power in a country not by force of arms,
but by the vigour of hereditary culture and temper-
-ance. One race has swept across India after ano-
ther, dynasties have risen and fallen, religions have
:spread themselves over the land and disappeared.
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But since the dawn of History, the Brahmin has.
calmly ruled, swaying the minds, and receiving the
homage of the people, and accepted by foreign na-
tions, as the highest type of Indian mankind.”

7. The Brahmins have been all these, for
are they not the sons of such intellectual giants as
Angiras, Jamadagni, Vasishta, Kasyapa, Bhrighu,.
Atreya, Goutama, Sankhya, Pulastya, Vamadeva,.
Asvalayana, Bharadwaja, Koundinya, Badarayana,
Katyayana, Marichi, Sounaka, and the like, dreaded
and revered by kings? The Brahmins had educa-
tion of their own, not a whit inferior, to the present
English education both intellectually and morally,
and we read ¢ During Hindu and Mahomedan
supremacy except in a few rare places, the educa-
tion of the subjects was left to the benevolent efforts
of learned men who taught gratuitously such pupils
as sought instruction, and this practice is continued
even to the present time.” Nevertheless, the educa-
tion given to the pupils in the higher parts of litera-
ture was really deep. Each teacher having only
less than a dozen students under him for a period
of 10 or 12 years finds it easier to note and correct the
ignorance of each than a teacher of an English school
-of the present day with so many as 40 or 50 boys
whom he changes every year as one would change
his clothes. The result is that the students though few
in number, became one and all, learned men of emi-
nence. They maintained the literary reputation of the
land. The Miltons, the Newtons and the Shakes-
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peares of a country are not, of course, being repeated
often, nevertheless, the literary reputation of the
land is wholly due to these few men. The native me-
thod of teaching is far superior to the modern wes-
tern method as will be seen from the results. The
knowledge of Sanskrit, for example, possessed by a.
B.A. or even an M.A. of the present day, is not one-
tenth as deep as that of a Sanskrit student who has
received his education after the native fashion. Who
does not know this ? Now, have these 80,000 schools
with their 2,000,000 pupils ever been able to produce
students, as learned, as some of our learned men of
former days?

8. The glories of the public service appear daz-
zling in the eyes of the priest, and he too sends his
sons to English Schools where they receive instruc-
tion and pass the examinations in due course and en-
ter the public service. Thus, while the weaver lays
aside his shuttle, the painter his pencil, the tiller his
plough, the tailor his needle, and the wood-cutter
his axe, the purohit too lays aside his Kusa-grass and
palasa twigs for the simple goose’s quill. What a
change has been wrought! In the celebrated Aus-
trian lottery, the chances of winning the first one or
two prizes are one or two in 60,000, and yet men
rush to it and pay off their amount each hoping to
get the prize. More so, with respect to Government
appointments. The prizes here are numerous and the
peqple therefore continue to rush to public service,

“ Like to the Pontic sea,
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Whose icy current and compulsive course
Ne’er feels retiring ebb, but keeps due on

To the Propontic and the Hellespont.”

Though difficulties are now being felt in se-
‘curing Government appointments, what shadow of
reasonable hope is there that the thirst for public
service will receive any perceptible check for years
to come?

When the son of a Purohit enters the public ser-
vice, the Purohit father gives up his profession ; and
thus, the present generation is sustaininga double.
loss-—the loss of the father’s service and that of the
service of his sons. As regards the future genera-
tions, their condition is one of blank dismay. The
purohit market which is daily becoming thinner
will, we apprehend become empty in the course of
50 years if matters are not mended. Hinduism un-
like other religions, rests upon too firm a basis to be
shaken off easily. Though the spirit may have gone
the form will continue for a few centuries at least,
and the Hindus will continue to require priests to
help them in the observance of the more important
ceremonies. Of course, when the supply of men for
the public service far exceeds the demand, there will
commence a re-action—-it will take years in the his-
tory of a nation before such reaction begins to bear’
fruit—which willtend to the restoration to the old
state of things of the social equilibrium so wisely
secured by the wisdom of the Indian sages.

Aryan Miscellany Office, ]
: Madura, - N. CHIDAMBARAM IYER,
Oth September 1888.
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