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PREFACE

—e

118 little drama which is intended o glorify the an-

cient ideal of Hindu womanhood has for its story the
sublime life of Savitri, one of the most saintly heromes
applauded Dby the magnificent cpm of Mahabharata. It
is noteworthy that, in these days of modern civilisation
and advancing free-thought, many of the oriental concep-
tions, especially those bearing on the duties and restric-
tions imposed on the feminine partners of the Hindu
hBusehold are thoughtlessly deeried by some of the pre-
sent day thinkers in their enthusiastic cudeavours for
soclal reform and without meaning any degree of dis-
paragement to their well-intentioned devotion to the
chuse of cocial amelioration, it iy my Lumble desire to
emphasise the high moral regulation fyamed by our
saintly Rishis of yore for the conductsof the Hindu
consorts in their sojourn of life below and beausifuliy
illustrated in the wiique life of our heroine in the poes
of the fifth Veda of our land, as the noblest and brightc.:
example of the feminine virtues. The life of, Savitri,
as descibed in the Mahabharata, is rather short and is
such that does not involve some of the traits and at.
tractions required to make it adaptable to the stage.
rolloying the method adopted by Kalidas’ in the deve-
lopment of the story narrated in his master-piece of
S@k’zmtala I havaere and there added" certain suite



ii

able incidents to the Lfe of Savitri wikh a view 'fo
bellish the story and to imvest thbe representation v
w power to produce scenic and dramatic effects. Th
' bowever, do not affect, or detraot from,

% of the beautiful life depicted and I am o

wiat 1o further apology on my part will be nee:

for the apparent variation from the original authori
In presenting this little volume to the appreciative pub
T am not actuated by any other consideration than
ardent desire that the ladies of the Hindu national
ghould earnestly read it and emdeavour to reduce
praciice the most magnanimous prepepts involved in t
glovious example set by the adorable heroine for t

conduet of the ferinine world.

Mavupa, } The Auth:;)r

31—1—1912.
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