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INTRODUCTION

MANIKKA-VACHAKAR, the hero of the play, 18 the
earliest of the galaxy of four Saiva Saints, who have in
their sublime poems sung the praises of God Stva, enriched
our sacred Tamil Literature in its philosophical side, and
having left behind them immortal fame, won their freedom
from physical bondage by their extreme devotion or Parama
Bhakthi, Bodies may die but their fame willnever disappear.

Manikga VacEARAR Was a Brahmin, born in Trmv-
VADAVOOR, 2 village 6 miles south of Melur, His original
name was VADAvOORAR, Before his 16th year, he became
proficient in all Sastras and Agamas and an eminent Tamil
scholar.

King AriMarDANA, who was then the Pandiyan king
hearing of the greatness of the scholar and poet,invited him

to his Darbar and appointed him as Prime Minister, Under
the able statesmanship of Manikka Vachakar, the administra-
tion of the kingdom was being carried on without failure of
justice, "The people enjoyed prosperity and plenty.

»

But times changed, As usual inthe history of every
country, our hero saint also had a set of rivals, who became
jealous of his eminence and were conspiring to bring about
his fall,

At that time the king heard of an invasion of Panaiyan
Territory by Chera armies. The king and his ministers sat
in cabinet, and began to discuss the method of self defence
and to counter-ac the threatened inyagion. The Commande



it
announced that the cavalry was not sufficiently strong, and
if it was not strenglhened by the import of new and strong
horses, he would be unable o cope with the task that might
be asgigned to him, The king had the greatest confidence
in our hero, In those days, horses were imported in the
ports df the eastern coast (Bay of Bengal), and our hero was
despatched with all paraphernaha and with large sums of
money for the purchase of horses,

Manikka Vachakar, on his way to the coast, one day,
encamped al "PamrupperuNpurar, a famous ancient Saiva-
gtalam. He worshipped the God and by chance met a
Saivachariar with his disciples. He had his Upadesam or
initiation. And from that moment he became one of the
famous Sivabhakfas. He entirely forgot himself and his
misgion. He found the temple in a ruined condition, Just as
Rawapas of a later period, he appropriated the king’s
treasure for renewing the temple,

Days passed. Our hero did not return to Madura as anti-
cipated. His rivals took advantage of this opportunily and
informed'the king that his Prime Minister, in whom he had so
much confidence, had abused the trust and had squandered
his wealth.

The king was enraged and sent an ultimatum to our
hero, calling upon him ‘to explain the delay, Manikka
Vachakar now found out his mistake and represented his
difficulties to his Gura who just appeared again on the scene,

On his advice and believing in the protection of God, he
appeared before the king and represented that horses would
arrive in a few days. On the appointed day the king, his
ministers and people were anxiously expecting the arrival of
the horses, Anxious moments passed. Lo! as if by magic,
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An army of horses appeared before the king headed by a
gtalwart cavaliar. The king was satisfied, The horses were
taken to the stables. Butin the night, by a miracle all the
horses became jackals and began o howl and roam about in
the Madura streets and at last disappeared. This is the
famous miracle of God, called pfeown’s ufweds® which is
even now enacted during Avani Moola Utsavam in Madura,

The king became enraged again and began to chastise
his minister, The whole town of Madura was flooded by the
Vaiga river water. The king called upon the people to raise
an embankment, An old woman was unable to doher duty.
God, who acted the part of her servant, did not do his work,
The King finding him guilty, whipped him on his back with
his cane, But the effect of that whipping was simultaneously
felt by all the people including the king himself,

Then the king discovered that it was God’s miracle and
that Manikka Vachakar was a famous saint in whose
cause God worked these miracles, The king apologised to
h’im and was forgiven,

Manikka Vachakar resigned his ministry, renounced
the world, visited all the Siva temples singing the sublimity
of God and attained Mukti atthe feet of Chidambara Natara-
jar. JThe collection of his songs is known as Tiruvachakam

This is the story of that Great Saint who is the hero of
the play which I have had the honour to review,

Great men are born and die but their fame will never
die, ;e author of the play deserves our congratnlations on
the choice of his plot. His exquisite style, and development
of the plot interwoven with beautiful songs of the modern
type add to the success of the plot,
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Itis with great pleasure, that I congratulate the Mem-
bers of the Madura Young Men’s Amateur Associa-
tion under whose auspices the author of this play won his
prize in a competition started by the said Association. The
Association is really doing a useful and valuable work by
creating a love for Tamil authorship and is setting an
example to be followed by other kindred associations
interested in the development of our Tamil Literature in
various branches and the thanks of the lovers of our Tamil
language are largely due o the members of the Asgociation,

R. S. NARAYANASWAMI AIYER,
B. A, B, L.,

Mabuga, }
Editor of KALVI, Madura:

8-5-1919,



REPORT OF THE SECRETARIES.

It is with much pleasure we introduce this as the
successful play in the Gold Medal competition neld by the
Madura Young Men’s Amateur Association for the best play
from any one of the plots of the Thiruvilayadals, This was
declared to be the best of the ten manuscripts received.

2. The manuscripts were examined by Messrs, R. 8.
Narayanaswami Ayyar, B. A, B L., Editor of Kalvi, a Tamil
monthly Magazine, P. R. Nagaswami Ayyar, B A, B.1,
P. Krishnaswami Sastr, B.A., 3.5. and Pandits M. Gopala-
krishna Ayyar and M. Govindasami Ayyar. This year, the
examining Board was raised from 3 to 5 with a view to make
the test more severe and accurale, We conless that thege
gentlemen had to be put to much trouble and inconvenience
in the work and we take this occasion to tender our gratitude
to them.

3. Our obligations are due to the Proprietors of the
Desabaktan Press, Madras, who helped us in bringing out
this publication in so incredibly a short time, though the
press, we learn, was working at its highest pressure,

4, 'This introduction will be incomplete if we do not
offer our thanks to the author himself who not only assigned
his right for this edition (First Edition) to us but alse gave
ug immense help in the matter of passing proofs and getting
the wo.k ready for publication which otherwise would have
cauged us considerable inconvenience,

b6, Lastly we are glad to record here the unanimous
verdict of the Board of Examiners that most of the
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mantiscripts received this year were excellent both in the
working up of the plot and in the matter of literary merit.
Places of honour were also given to Kanthimathi sent by
Mr. R. Loganathan of Madras and Sukakari by G- Dandapani
of Madura; Manikka Vachakar by Mr. V. Rangachariar,
B. A, 8 3, of Madras was pronounced to be the best literary
production but it was stated to be wanting in the working up
of the plot which stood in the way of its author getting the
first place.

6. We regret we are not able to print these also on
account of the prohibitive cost of paper and printing but we
are satisfled that these are also worthy of publication

V. KATHIRVADIVEL MURUGAIYA,

G. SUBRAMANIA AYYAR.

Honorary Secretaries.
The Y. M. A, A. }

MApURA.
8—5—1919,
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¢/ Prof. K. SUNDARARAMA AIYAR, |¢
Esq. MA,, of Kumbakonam has been pleased to 0
= write to our editor as follows: ‘
4 12, Sanskrit College St.,, Mylapore, @
11—10—19. ()

My Dear Sir,
0 | have read your Stories, “, VASANTHA
EI MALLIKA” and “BALAMANI” and espe- @

]

cially the latter with immense pleasure. They are

both admirably done and reveal your high powers
@ of plot—consiruction and delineation of character,
L&) as also your knowledge of society and mastery of H
L ] . . -
O styl. 1 have also read your fine serial stories
@& now appearing in your Vonthly Journal, “ THE M.

e

EI MANORANJANI” and they, too, show the
Q

same qualities in {ull measure.

I can confidently anticipate for you a career
of successful achievement which will place you
among the foremost of our South Indian authors,
% and heartily wish you every success in gaining
popular appreciation.

I hope my opinion of your work and merits {
ik a.novelist will not be less welcome because it
=) goes to you unsolicifed.

o D
BTN

Yours sincerely,

K. SUNDARARAMAN.
g@«:’ooa@

[
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Recelved from Professor K. 'Sumdararama Alyar Esg, M4,

To
ﬁ Mr. V. K. Duraiswami lyengar Avergal. B

Bellary.
ﬁ 6 -9--21. i\
My Dear Sir,

I got to-day the first number of the 3rd
volume of your invaluable and incomparable
g monthly periodical for the publication of your

own stories, Kindly send me the next number
by VP.P. for Rs. 3 to my address here.. ... -.
veoeee. (personal)..... .. ... Your stories are

attractively redolent of Indian life, and are told

\i‘n a style which captures the Indian heart and#|
retains its hold on it to the end. I shall ever
watch the grouth of your genius and 1 offer a
hearty welcome to the ripe fruits as their sweet-
B ness and fragrance spread everywhere. o

Ever your ardent admirer,
K. SUNDARARAMAN.

=3

Madras Diamond Press.






