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PREFACE
e

NoT less than twenty-four centurics have elapsed since
the advent of Buddhism as a religion. Since then many
empires have come and gone; new religions have sprung
and grown ; Buddhism itself has undergone many vicis-
situdes. In its pristine glory and purity it held sway
in and out of the great land of its birth, India, for more
than ten centurics. Its truth and simplicity appealed
to the vast millions of religious India, which was groaning
inder the weight of an endless array of complicated rites
and ceremonies instituted by a degenerated priest-hood.
Kings and peasants alike ardently embraced the faith.
As the statc schgion of a great empire 1ts influence was
enormous. Its missionary zeal crossed the mountain
barrice of Himalayas and Hl]l’f;;ld its doctrine of Love and
Brotherhood throughout the cwvilized portions of Asia.
To this day, in China and Japan, as,in Burma and
Ceylon, Buddhism is the prevailing faith. In India
itself, though, owing to various causes of which we nced
not here inquire, that humane religion disappeared after
the tenth century A.D., signs are not wanting to show
that a rencwed interest and sympathy are slowly spread-
g towards that Rehigion and 1ts founder whose great-
ness Hinduism acknowledges silently by honournng him
as one of the ten avatars of Vishnu, the prescoving deity
of the Imdu Trimty. A honour greater than this the
Hindu cannot concerve of.

The founder of such a mighty religion, the Apostle of
Love, the Light of Wisdom, Gautama Buddba—the
subject of the following pages—was born in the Kaliyuga
year 2478 (563 B.C.), as the heir-apparent of a ruling
monarch, in the royal grove of Lumbini, in the neigh-
bourhood of Kapilavastu now known as Padcira, in the
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jungle tracts of Nepal. A pillar bearmg the 1nscription
d Here was the Enlightened One born ™ crected by Asoka
in 293 B C. testifics to the accuracy of the spot.

Gautama's father Suddhodand and his mother Maya
belonged to the Sdkya clan.  On the seventh day of his
birth Gautama’s mother died. Under the kind care -of
his step-mother, Gautami, the prince spent his early
years. The king spared no pains to make the course of
his son’s lifc smooth and pleasant. At the age of nine-
tcen, Gautama married his cousin Yasodhard. For all
outward appearances the prince was leading a life of ease,
luxury and culture. But, endowed with a highly organized
heart and intellect, Gavtama could not long remain a
passive spectator of the world’s tragedy. In suffering
man enters the world ; in suffering he exists ; in suffering
he makes his exat. Why ? Is 1t to be born again and
again to tread the same weary path ? Is there no means
of escape from this terrible circle of pan and sortow ?
Such were the thoughts that absorbed the deeper self of
Gantama. He felt that he could not rest content tifl the
problem that presented itself to lum was solved. He
realized also that an ecarncst search after his ldeal would
necessitate a complete severance of all lns worldly ties.
So he was contemplating to renounce Ius kith and kin
and adopt the life of a Bikshu.

About this time a son was born to him. To him who
was waiting for the existing ties to be broken, a {resh tie
was thus added  The fact sorely troubled Gautama.
Delay thereafter seemed dangerous. With one supreme
effort of will the decision was taken. At midnight, on the
very day on which the child of his blood was born, Gau-
tama renounced all that was dear to him and retired to the
forest as a hermit. He was twenty-nmine at the time.

After this great renunciation, Gautama spent six years
in fruitless quest of his goal. At the end of that period,
one mght when he was 1n deep meditation, seated under
a fig tree, the consciousness of true insight posscssed him
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and as a flash of lightning the way of deliverance was
revealed to his inward vision. From thalt moment he
‘became a Buddha,—that is, one who has attained Bodhi
or an 1deal state of intellectual and ethical perfection.
Having found the true path, his compassionate heart
I'E‘:Crl'vtd to propagate the truth and frec the struggling
humanity from sorrow and suffering.  How nobly and
successfully he fulfilled his mission, History has recorded.

In the words of the author of Paradise Lost, * What-
ever 1n rehigion is holy and sublime, 1 virtue amiable or
grave, whatsocever hath passion or admiration m all the
changces of that which is called fortune from without, or
the wily subtletics and reflexes of man’s thought from
within "—these are the domamn of Tragedy. 1t will be
evident from the meagre sketch given above, that the hie
of such a grand, historic personality as Gautama Buddha
possesses a tragit pathos and sublimity of its own cnough
to attract and exact homage from the predominating art
of theeday. Such a homage 1s the story which is told in
the followi ing pages. In this volume the attempt has been
to trace the development of the Great Master's life from
his-birth to the momentous period of his Renunciation.
The activities of the Master aftet his redunciation have
been simply hinted at, with a view to treat them at length
i a supplementary volume. How far the attempt has
been successful as far as the present volume 1s concerned,
it is for the critic to judge.

The difficulties in treating a Historical personality as
the hero of a novel are many.  And they become almost
insurmountable, when the hero 1s not only a Historical
figure, but a holy being of transcendental powers, held in
awe and reverence and worshipped as a God incarnate’by
ncarly a fifth of the human race for about a thousand
gencrations. Yet the very fact that it is a novel and not
a biography, gives us a frecdom of movement and scope
for imagination denied to the biographer and the historian.
Such freedom and flexibility as the art form of novel
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affords have been gladly availed of--but not to such an
extent as to tamper with the essential facts of history or
tradition. Almost all the incidents narrated here havé
their foundations in facts furnished by history or what
passes as such. Excepting a few minor characters all the
other characters introduced in the work are historical.
So it 1s hoped that the claims of Art and Historical
fidelity alike have been satisfied without sacrificing either
of them to the other. * It is the business of the histori-
cal novchst” says Professor William Henry Hudson,
““to bring creative imagination to bear upon the dry facts
of the annalist and the antiquarian and out of a mass of
scattered material gleaned from a variety of sources to
evolve a picture having the fulness and unity‘of a work
ofart ”. Whether the. work in hand conforms to the
canon laid above it 1s not for the author to say.

“The modern novel converts abstract ideas into
living models; it gives ideas, it strengthens faith, it
preaches a higher morality than is seen in the actual
world ; it commands the emotions of pity, admiration,
and terror; it creates and keeps alive the sense of
sympathy ; it is the universal teacher ; it is the only book
which the great mass of reading mankind ever do read;
it is the only way in which people can learn what other
men and women are like; it redecems their lives from
dulness, puts thoughts, desires, knowledge, and even
ambitions into their hearts ; it teaches them to talk, and
enriches their speech with epigrams, anecdotes, and
illustrations. It is an unfailing source of delight to
millions . ..” Sir Walter Besant.
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