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1 ' The elaborate institution known as the caste

system amon® the Hindusin India may almost

be said to be without a Parallal in the world...

To-day cast is rigidly fixed by birth and excclu-

sive commensality and comubium between the
members of a Cast-group to the exclusion of all
others are its fundamental and outstanding
characteristies. Further the conception of
impurity communicable to a higher caste by
contact with a lower underlies this fissiparous
tendency, and has resulted in the untouchability
of the so-called sudra, who by popular exror is
almost identified with the Panchama, or one out
side the fame work of the chaturvarnya. Adain,
in place of the four ordinal varnas or class
3roups, there are to-day, thousands of Caste
divisions and sub-divisions, and the number is
still growing.

~"The vedic Aze’"s R. C. Majumdar, pp.284-5.
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3 “In her caste repulations Hinduism recopnised
differences and mnot the mutability, which is the
law of life. To avoid collisions among castes she
set up boundaries of immovable walls. She thus
pave its races peace and order, but not expansion
of movement, There fore her Social System lost
life and India is worshippind the cade of endless
comparments which she had manufactured. Itis
the same with her trade. Different trades and
associations were associated with different castes,
In this also Hinduism laid all her emphasis upon
the law of heredity, i3noring the law of mutation
and thus, reduced arts into crafts and 2enius
into skill,
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