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INTRODUCTION.

PA_NDITS are no doubi;t estimabla persons, but if the Vernacular literature of

the country i8 to be improved and made an effective insprument of popular
education, they are not the persons who can do it. They represent an old and
antiquated learning, practically useless for purposes of modern life. Ramayanam
and Bharatam are excellent booksin a way, but the mind of the modern
Indian cannot be nursed on such stale food. The Indian classical literature is
the reflection of a condition of society which prevailed centuries ago, and is now
valuable only as the repository of historie materials hidden amidst a mass of
-myth and fantastic exaggeration; nor does it contain terms and vocabularies that
can be utilised directly or in adapted forms fo convey ideas of modern science
and art. Practically, for all purposes served by modern literature in European
countries for popular instruction and amusement, the best works in the Vernacu-
lar language are almost useless. These works which form the basis of the Pandits’
erudition, differ 50 entirely in the vocabulary, diction and collocation of words |
from the languages spoken by the most cultured of Indians that it is as difficult
to derive amusement or instruction from them as from Greek works. To be able
to understand Ramayanam or Silappathikaram in Tamil requires an elaborate
previous sbudy prosecuted for vears. The fact is that these works were never
written for the benefit of the ordinary classes of people, and therefore intelligibi-
lity was never aimed at as their chief characteristic. They were intended for a
small coberie of learned men, in many instances for Pandits hanging on to the
courts of local rulers, and it was only their approval that was cared for, For the
magses no education of more than an elementary order was thought necessary.
A specially gifted individual, by a peculiar combination of fortunate cireumskan-
ces, might develop into a poet or a poetess and of such gifted individuals there
are several instances in the history of Tamil literature. But the general bulk of
the population, who in those days lived in villages even more largely thsn ab
present, were content with such education as could be got in village schools
where the curriculam was never of an ambitious nature and was confined mostly
to the three R’s and such additional information as was useful in the daily pur-
suits of life. A Brahmin child perhaps learned the elements of astrology and
Bome elementary. ethies in Sanskrit. A Vaisya boy received a special grounding
in accounts, while the higher class Sudra had fo be content 'with even more
‘elementary education. The great masses were, of course, left altogether illite-
rate. The famous University of Madura is not known to have -troubled itself
with the problem of popular education, nor did the more ancient authors of.the
"Jain and- the Buddhist faiths. The Pandits thought and wrote for themselves,
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* while the village coramunities provided in ttlleir own crude way for their educa-
tional wants.

The classical literature of Tamil, on which our modern ' Pandit is nursed,
has very little of that vitality and breadth necessary for the healthy growth of
popular intelligence. If the 30 millions of people that speak Tamil are to have
their minds reformed on the Western patbern, the result will not he brought
about by D'r. Duncan’s plan. The Government of Madras rightly considers that
to require our erudite Pandits “ to study science in order that they may be the
means of introducing a vocabulary of seiontific terms into the Vernacular langua~
ges would be wrong in principle.” **In English,” as Government observes, “new
terms and vocabularies are constantly being manufactured from other languages,
and if these are $o be introduced into Oriental languages similar methods will
inevitably present themselves for adoption.” In other words, it is useless frying
to manipulate the existing Vernacular vocabulary for new scientific terms.; on -
the other hand, it is more easy o adopt foreign words and terminology than to
twish existing Vernacular words for this purpose. The latter will only maks con-
fusion worse confounded. It is no doubt desirable that in the elementary classes
of our schools the hoy’s mother-tongue should be made the main medium of
instruction, and the imporéance of doing so has recently been urged on the local
Governments by the Government of India. But to convey instruction by means
of the Vernacular language is not the same thing s to coin  elongated and jaw-
breaking expressions which are as ﬁninﬁelligible to the young mind ss any
English expression can be. In fack, the new Vemnacular expressions would be
more difficult o bhe young student because, while hs constantly hears hig
elders at home, in school and elsewhere using the Fnglish expressions ‘and
becomes more or less familiar with them; the same advantage is absent in the
case of Vernacular terms newly coined.

The peculiar condition of India, which makes a close and complets study of
English necessary, and really more important in many ways than that of any
native language, should not be forgotten, and all higher studies in science have
necessarily to be done in Englisk. The young child forced to uge strange Verna-
cular terms will-have ultimately to forget them, for when he acquires sufficient
knowledge of English and does most of his reading in that language, he will not
care t0 remember, much less o use, his earlier acquisitions in the Vernacular.

Our Universiby, with all the abuse that hasty people heap on it, is produ-
cing a class of men who would soon prove the originators of a new ugeful
liberature to meet the popular demand thas is springing up. In the absence of
the old patrons of le_arning, Rajabs and nobleman, who no longer think of pab-
ronising authors, but lavighly endow gymkhanag, literature musg become paying
before it can attract competent devotees, and we are bopeful that this state will
soon arige. It must be remembered that the begh way of diffusing s knowledge -
of science among the Iuasses i not to begin by placing primers and text-bogks in.
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_ their hands. Primers and fext-books have their place after geperal bresbises
dealing with outlines in & narrative and popular manner. Gradustes with a
sufficiently high education can, of course, write their freatises betber than the
Pandits can ba expected to do, with their narrow and one-sided culbure.

Tnstead of taking up Pandits for improvement, the educations! department
ghould encourage young gradustes with linguiskic inclinations to aim at high
standard of kmowledge in the Classical and Verpacular langoages of the comniry.
After all, tha literaturs of a counfry should represent the contemporary sctiviies
and sspiretions of the people, and shonld be tke product of minds converssnt and
in syroputhy with thess sctivities and aspirations. Mybhological sfories and Pura-
nams of holy places have no doubb & certain merit in that they show the capacity
of the language in some respect. Buf it is ideas, healthy, stimulating idess, that
are wanted more than feats of liferary legerdemsin. English literatura does not
contsin, for instance, fiffy words to convey the ides of a lion; the poeb, the
noveliss, the historian, and every species of writer in English employ the same
word bo imply the king of the beasts. But Tamil has & whole page of synonyms
for lion, and similar concrete objects, and is an entire stranger to what may be
called literary economy, by which only one word is empioyed to indicate cme
ides. More wealia of idens and less of redundant voecabulary ave wantad to
imparb the necessary elasticity and espansiveness fo Tamil litersture; and this
transformation ean only be a siow process apd brought about by the axertion of
minds frained in modern knowledge.

Irdeed, there are already indications fo show that the younger generebion
of our graduates are rising o a senss of the imporbance of leading a deparfure
from the old tradition of the Tamil Literature and bringiog inic ezistence a
fresh school caleulsted to meet the wants of the general public rather than the
ambition and ideals of a small class of erudite Pandits. They begin to gee that,
among thal considerable class-of middle-class people who without being them-
 salves educated in English are veb in touch o some extent with the new idess

and aspirations stimulated by Western civilisation in the country, there is a
growing bealthy curiosity to know whab transpire in other countries of fhe
world ag well as in India and a laudable desire o possess means.of satisfying
this curiosity. During the late Bouth African War, I was greatly impressed by
the curiosity evinesd by al hub the poorest classes o know the minufest defails
of the progress and the forkanes of the war from day to day, and the circulation
of the Vernacular nawspapers rose in sexach proportion §o the promptitude and
_ fulness of tha information supplied by them. Nor is this fresh desire for irfor-
- mation regarding sffairs concerning the world at large, spesial or spasmodic.
-There is reason to beliave thab this desire is more or less a permanant outcome
" of the fresh condikions of life, of new tshought and achivity of the people thmugh-
onk India, This dasire oar younger graduabes, have the good sepse to try to
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furn o practical account in their own interest as well as in the interest of their
fellow countrymen.

In the last two years there has been a remarkable development in the
Vernacular press. A number of newspapers bave been started and most of them
have a more or less respectable circulation; at least two of these journals are
conducted by graduates and & monthly magazine by name Jrana Bodhini con-
taining well-written and thoughtful articles on religious, social, and literary’
bopics, is conducted altogether By graduates of our university. The Tamil
Bangam recently started at Madura by a way of the revival of the old historical
institution for which that capital of ancient Tamil Kingdom is celebrated, is a
movement pointing to the welcome departure I have indicated above. Small
debating Societies have been established here and there and are maintained by
graduates and under-graduates. Besides those, literary attempts of a less ephe-
meral nature are also made by the younger generation of the educated class.
This last is, of course, the most important feature of the new horn attitude of
the educated Dravidian youths towards their mother-tongue in whose antiquities
and fertility they take a pardonable pride. The books and the booklets oceasi
onally published now are few and not of a high order. Most of them are small
works of fiction intended to amuse nneducated minds and to bring some addition
to the writer's means of livelihood. Naturally along with works of fiction,
worlks of a historical nature are also forthcoming. The life of the Great Moghul
Emperor, Akbar, an account of the ruined city of Vijayanagar in the Bellary
district, a skebch of the various Dravidian Kingdoms established in Southern
India have recently furnished topics for small volumesin this branch of literatnre.
A writer has translated a portion of the great epic of John Milton, and another
some of Shakespears’s plays Works on agriculfure and medicine have also
appeared; of translations, new editions and commentaries of a religious character,
there have been as usual a large number. In writing and publishing these
books, I believe, the writers have been prompted by a fresh-born confidence in
popular literature as paying profesgion. I welcome this confidence, because no
activiby, not supported by some economic basis can be wide or enduring, The
o0ld openings which Public Service and learned professions offered having become
morse or less overcrowded, our graduates are burning to iresh fields and pastures

new. And of these, literature will not be the least honourable though certainly
not the most paying.

Of the new band of graduates who have thus stepped info the field of lite-
rature, Iam glad to mention as one of the most, if not the most conspicuous
amongst them the name of Pandit V. G. Suryanarayana Sastriar of he
Madras Christian College. Apart from the surviving generation of the old
school of Pandits, Pandit Swaminatha Aiyer, for instance, I think I may say .
that Mr. V. G. Suryanarayana Sastriar i the foremost worker in the cause of tha
advancement of the Tamil literature. As a graduate of the Madras Univrartsil?ygT
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hi# knowledge of English is of & high order. And this combined with his pro-
found scholarship in Tamil has given him a unigue advantage over the vanishing
school of the Orthodox Pandits. He has been a very busy writer and takes great
interest in efforts directed towards the improvement of Tamil. He has written
works in Drama, Poetry and fiction, and all these are of a very high order. His
conscientions endeavour is o make Tamil composition, in prose as well.as in-
verse, simpler and more popular than it hag been #ill now and in this senge_1
entirely endorse the opinion expressed by that veteran Apglb—Iﬁdian Tamil
seholar, Dr. G. TU. Pope, once wellknown in this Presidency. now enjoying his
well-éarned rest and repose in the serene classic scenery of Oxzford with unabated
admiration for the literature which he has done miore Hhan ‘anybody else to
sdvance, the opinion namely ‘'the herald of a new school of Tamil -poets
heartily to he welcomed.” : ‘

The main characteristics of his works may be described to be, (1) to. intro-
duce the western system of punctustion, the absence of which in the literature
now extant is a notorions cause of confusion in bhe minds of young students,
(2) & less frequent use of what is known as sandhi by-which letters run into one
another in componnds, often tending to make the mesaning less iﬁtelligible to the -
reader, while af the same time 'preserving rhyme and harmony considered essen-
tial in Tamil versification and-(8) the employment of less archaic and obsdure
words and expressions. He has besides tried to introduce the English system of
blank verse and often makes a diversion to discourse upon topics related to
modern social and moral idess, such as the greatness of contentment, the law of
causation, the moral Government of God, the necessity of acquiring wealth, the
usefulness of the human hody, the greatness of honour, &e. In imitation of Sha-
kespeare and other Western dramatic writers Mr. V. G. Suryanaraysna Sasbriar
oceasionally introduces verses adapted to Hindu music, a feature entirely strange
bo the classic works of Tamil. In the celebrated three-fold classification of Tamil,
Iyal, Isas and Natakam the last class is not represented so far as it i§ known
by any important work, except that well-known Jain work Silappathikaram.
There is no doubt there must have been works of this nature in former times,
because it is well-known that the Tamil Kings wers patrons of ‘ﬁhea;tre, buffoons
used to be their constant companions, aud dancing their favourits pastime. Per-
baps these works have been lost in consequence of foreign vandalism. In reviving
this branch of Tamil literature Mr. V. G, Suryanarayana Sastriar has done yal-
uable sgrvice to the Tamil world by his Natakaviyal (Tamil Dramaturgy) which
Lunderstand has been preseribed as a Text book by the University of Madras for
the B.A, Degree Examination of 1603. He is still young and I hope it will be
b distinction and fame to leave behind him enduring marks of the influence of
Bi& genins on the new era into which Tamil literature is 4sbmg‘glinxg o’ enter.

Mivrss, 20-10-1909. G. SUBRAMANIA TYER.
" Editor " Hindu" .~
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