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INTRODUGTION.

[E—,

£ have been a,sked by the author of this mterestmg Tamil
Drama to write an 1ntroducb1on, and T do" 50" with pleasure,
because, at the present time, there is a dearth of rea.lly good
books, which combine in them all that i 1s crood in' the” literature
of the West as well as of the Bast. I remember a thost mterest—
ing incident, connected with the visit of a European gentleman
to the late Rajah Sir T- Madhava Rao, when the latter, on
taking leave of his European guest, at his garden gate, pointed
out to him with pleasure a tree which was covered over with a
creeper in full ‘blossoms.  “There,” ‘said the Rajah Sir
T. Madhava Rao, “is a good illustration of the present union of
the Bast with the West. The solid tree standing there: re-
presents Encthh suzerainty, while the creeper entwined around,“
it with vich blossoms is India enriching and beautifying Eng-
land. " So it appears to me that a Tamil literature, ‘whieh
combines in it all that is best and purest in the literature of the
West and in the ancient literature of the Eash will, in the
words of the poet, be “ A thing of beauty and a joy for ever.”
And who is it that should produce such a literature? It is of
course the best products of our University, our graduates, who
should undertake this work. And though at the beginning, we
could nob hope to have anything in the way of perfection, still
every true lover of India should be proud and feel sincers
pleasure when a graduate of the University takes upon himself -
the task of producing a work of this kind. I feel very strongly
that the graduates of our Univer sify, as soon as they settle
themselves in life, do not ‘continue their - studies, much less
cultivate the literature of their own country, and devote their
time in reading our ancient classics, which are a rich store-
house of information regarding the manners, the customs, the,
feelings and the modes of thinking of our Indian fmefathels
I have no doubt that many graduates have a gleater desire-, to
distinguish themselves in the field of English hterawxe, by
producing books in that langu&ge, becauseit brings them greater
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glory and greater honour and perhaps higher emoluments.
But with regard to books of thls kmd the readers are very few
and an intelligent appwma.twe 1ea,d1ng public has yet to be
formed. - And it is. graduates  like Mr. V. -G.: Suryanarayana
Sha;stnar that we should look to. for" ‘this: very..necessary . and:
desirable result..

Wﬁ;h regard to the book 1tself I have gone through - the.
book -and it.is.my honeést conviction that ‘the.anthor has done.
his. Work very well. The matter and the form Jeave nothing. to:
be\_desnjed The plot of the story is well conceived and it can
very-safely bé placed in the hands of Hindu men and women to"
admire truthfulness, the valour of its hero and his determination
at all hazards to win his lady, even at the risk of ‘his life, as
well as the feminine virtues and the lovely innocence’ of the
heroine. Nor should we forgeb here to appreolate the skill and
the inimitable manner, Wlth which our author has tried to depiet
the character and the virtues of that true friend of the hero of
the story, Sattyapriya, so that we have in this d;:a,ma, three very
special characteristics thab strike even the ordinary reader.
They are (1) the manly virtues of the hero depicted in all the
charm of a sample and sweet style, (2) the feminine grace .and
the purity of the feelings of the heroine, and (3) the qualities of
a true friend. 'With regard to the form, the styleis simple and
natural and there is in it everything for the unlearned to
delight in and for the learned to appreciate and value. There is
a naturalness in the language and it is not rugged or forced ahd
there is a literary flavour in a.lmost all its passaces I have no"
doubt that this book will be apprlolated by the public and it'is
my earnest desire that the Drawdmn Board of studies of ‘the
Madras Umversmy will see its way to 1ecom1nend1ng it as a
Text Book for the higher Exammatmns of the Univer sﬂ;y

THOITARRADT Houss, N
Madras 16th March; 1 898. T. RAMAKRISHNA.
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