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Nachiappan “Padalgal

PART-—I
A REVIEW BY
Indian Express—Madurai—8.11.80.

The story poem <Ilavarasi Mullai’”® is an
imaginary historical mini-epic of 200 verses cast
in virutham style. It is replete with romance and
adventure.

The whole book is written in traditional
poetry of different kinds like Kalivenba,
Virutham, Agaval, Venba all conforming to the
requirements of prosody unlike modern verse
libre to which most budding poets and poetasters
fall a prey. The style is simple and racy, requi-
ring no dictionary or pandit for help.

The biography of E. V. Ramaswami Naicker
entitled <“Erotu Thaatha” is an example of such
fine simplicity, recounting the struggle he carried
on against society and the Government to preach
and achieve his ideals of social justice, political
equality and rationalism.

Taking upon himself the role of a mentor
for children, the author has composed a hundred
and odd adages, some of which are original in
perception.



His <«Nalvazhippa’, prescribing good con-
duct for children in 44 stanzas claims to make
heroes and wisemen of them.

Casteism, capitalism, other worldliness,
idolatory, untouchability etc. are the targets of
attack in some of the verses. Women’s libera-
tion, equality, love of one’s language and
country are espoused in some other verses.

In the section called “Pillai thamizh” the
author sets a new pattern as against the tradi-
tional one. Here he describes the bewitching
smiles, plays, pranks and prattle of the child as
such in an impersonal approach, without refe-
rence to any particular person of dignitary,
divine or temporal with all the conventional sub-
titles like Kaappu, Sengeerai, Thaal, Sappani,
Muthum, Ammaanai, Ambuli, Vaaraanai, Neera-
adal, Usal, Sirril, Siruparai and Siruther. But
instead of the conventional ten stanzas under
each head, he has composed only three under
the above thirteen heads each. The ideas are
novel and original to some extent.

—R. KRISHNAMOORTHY
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