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*It matters not what a Puet says, so long as he
says the thing well. The ‘what’ is poetically indifferent:
it s the ‘how® that counts. -A. C. Bradley.
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“wsir Walter Raleigh once said that he looked to
ose to tell him something he did not know before, to poetry
tell him something he knew already —P. H. B. Lyon
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An appreciation
by
VR. M. CHETTIAR, B.A.

‘Mudiarasan’ is a modern Tamil poet who is young,
enthusiastic and sings with gusto of life's perplexing
problems: he is a born poet, 2 genius indeed who
enjoys life, finds out ‘the poignant secrets of existence,
and rapturously exercises his ardent imagination in
building up his human theme, without being baffled by
the occasional riddles of social evils and human deviations

and distractions.

When he sings of Nature’s myriad graces, he is
enthralled by the beauty of creation which has a perennial
sweetness and consoling solemnity, as a wholesome remedy
foi the human camouflage and delinquency of conduct.

When he sings of love, the human secrets of sweeter
existence emerge in a transparent . poetic picture which
sincerely thrills the reader who easily understands anc
enjoys the poet's solemn secrets profoundly and sensiti
vely. -

When he deals with the relation between capital ant
labour, he - goes to the root of the trouble......... th
uneven distribution of wealth, the tyrannical capitalis
and the struggling labourer who perhaps under a benig
rule can enjoy life better, tenderly and tranquilly.
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When the poet discusses the importance of Tamil
as our mother-tongue, his rapture knows no bounds: he
1s frank, ecstatic, and assuring in his profound poetic
utterance, insisting on the sincerity of his overwhelming
suggestions. Even a child can easily grasp the fundamental
briliance of his argument in defence of his mother—
tongue with all its alluring charms of sweeter delicacy
and expansive accommodation.

When Mudiarasan recalls to his memory the achieve-
ments of Bharathithasan, Kalianasundara Mudaliar, Desika
Vinayagam Pillai and the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ, he
cheerfully details their solemn and enduring merits which
the world always welcomes as a universal triumph of the
human spirit summoned by the human crises.

When his poems tranquilly bless the souls of the
great departed Indians, they have the geunine tenderness
of a warm, holy enduring benediction indeed.

His miscellaneous poems enlighten us on the poetic
profundity of Kambar’s genius in its entire universal
appeal of artistic resplendency.

Mudiarasan’s poetry is charming indeed both in
matter and manner: his prosodic variety will please all,
and his poetic diction is racy, vivid, rippling, subtle,
resonant and suggestive, employing his own concrete,
convincing imagery to vivify the imaginative spell of happy
human experiences in life’s heaving cosmos.

The poet’s ethical emphasis is direct, and neves
deviates from the central crisis of life’s languorous
lavishness.
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We may assure the young poet a glorious future in
‘he world of growing modern Tamil poetry in its expansive
accommodative march. His poems console us tenderly,

peacefully and permanently.

His musical compositions appear as a separate book
of varied graces and inspiration: the exhilarated reader
can welcome therein the poet’s dignity, and clarity of
harmonious diction designed for the ccstasy of musical
utterance. Simple words sing rapturously, inducing a
fountain of delight in the listener's car.

Karaikudi,
VR. M. CHETTIAR.

11—3—1961.
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