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PRESIDENT
REPUBLIC OF INDIA

MESSAGE

I am very glad to learn that the VIII International
Conference - Seminar of Tamil Studies is being held at Thanjavur
in Tamil Nadu from 1-5 January, 1995.

The history of Tamils has been a source of pride not only
for the Tamil people but for the entire nation. Tamil culture has
been characterized by rich language, a body of literature spanning
two millennia, and exquisite religious and secular music and art.
The creativity of Tamil people found expression in various fields
of human endeavour and has significantly contributed to our
composite heritage.

Among the oldest living languages, Tamil grammatical
works date back to 3rd century B.C. The language itself has an
extraordinary continuity, both in its classical and colloquial
forms. Its vitality is supported by a great tradition of written
and oral expression. The poetry of the Sangam period, the
Thirukkural, Cilappatikaram and Manimekalai are works
unrivalled in their fame. The hymns of Nayanmars and Alvars,
epics like Civakachintamani or the Kambaramayanam, testify
to a quality of literary outpouring that has been the hallmark
of Tamil society in every phase of its evolution. In the modern
era too, our National Movement found no better voice than in the
great poet Subramania Bharatiyar.

The values emphasised in their history underlines a society
committed to humanity and its progress. While appreciating
valour and glory, Tamils have sought greater attributes in their
heroes: the integrity of a Nedunceliyan, the intellect of a
Mahendravarman or the culture of a Rajaraja Chola.

Pluralism has long been part of Tamil cultural tradition.
Tamil Nadu is a source of both Saivite and Vaishnavite
philosophies. It has produced masterpieces reflecting Jain and
Buddhist belief. A substantial body of work exists on Islam and
Christianity as well. Thus an example has been set of different
faiths coexisting in harmony, enriching each other through their

interaction.
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